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INTERPRETIVE AREAS

SHEET

PT PLAN

NORTH

AREA 1 - INTRODUCTION AND TIMELINE
AREA 2 - THE SWEET FAMILY STORY
AREA 3 - DETROIT IN 1925
AREA 4 - SEPTEMBER 9TH, 1925
AREA 5 - THE TRIAL AND ITS IMPACTS
AREA 6 - MEMORIAL TREE
AREA 7 - FEAR AND DEFENSE
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A5

A6

A7

A3



INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE - STYLE AND DESIGN

*NOTE: MOCK-UPS SHOWN HERE ONLY EXEMPLIFY
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND DO NOT REPRESENT FINAL
EDITS TO WORDING AND CONTENT

FILIGREE DETAIL BASED ON ELEMENTS
FOUND IN DR. SWEET HOME



INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE - STYLE AND DESIGN (CONT.)

A N D  O T H E R  E V E N T S  I N  H I S T O R Y  D U R I N G  HA N D  O T H E R  E V E N T S  I N  H I S T O R Y  D U R I N G  H
THE SWEET STORY
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*NOTE: MOCK-UPS SHOWN HERE ONLY EXEMPLIFY GRAPHIC
DESIGN AND DO NOT REPRESENT FINAL EDITS TO WORDING
AND CONTENT



What happens to a dream deferred?  

Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore—
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over—
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

from The Collected Works of Langston
Hughes

What happens to a dream deferred?

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT - QUOTE WALL

Quote wall will be similar color and style as interpretive signage.



INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT - EMBEDDED TRIAL CHRONOLOGY

5/13/24   9:24 PM5/13/24   9:24 PM

The 

Trial

The 

Precedent

A charge of
first-degree 

murder

NAACP 
offers

to help

What 
is the

NAACP?

NAACP
hires

Clarence 
Darrow

Lawyer
Julian
Berry

terrorized

Mistrial

The eleven
who stood

trial

Ossian
Sweet’s 

testimony

New
trial for

Henry Sweet

Darrow’s
argument

Stand
Your 

Ground

Home
Ownership

The Sweet Legacy

ORIGNIAL CONCEPTUAL PLAN

EMBEDDED BRASS LETTERING EXAMPLES



MEMORIAL ELM TREE DEDICATED TO IVA WITH GLADYS SWEET QUOTE
"Though I suffer and am torn loose from my fourteen-month-old baby, I feel it is my duty to the
womanhood of the race. If I am freed I shall return and live at my home on Garland Avenue."
– Gladys Sweet
(Arc of Justice, p220)

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT - MEMORIAL TREE



WOOD CONSTRUCTION PLANTER BOXES OUTLINING THE FOUNDATIONS OF PAST NEIGHBORING
HOMES TO EVOKE NEIGHBORHOOD DENSITY AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. PLANTED WITH
ANNUAL FLOWERS REPRESENTING THE FLOURISHING LIFE A HOME USUALLY REPRESENTS.

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT - FOUNDATION PLANTERS
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PROJECT MATERIALS BOARD

SITE FURNISHINGS

MEMORIAL ELM

INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE
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THE 11
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WITH ANNUALS

DECORATIVE COLORED
CONCRETE

WOOD STYLE
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EMBEDDED BRASS
LETTERING


