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AREA 1 - TIMELINE

Timeline Mockup Perspective

Area 4: September 9, 1925

• Corten steel “perspective art” sculpture, mounted on 
black powder-coated 2” square steel posts, embedded in 
below-grade concrete footings.

• Four or five 29” wide by 13” tall, full color, direct-print 
aluminum sign panels, each mounted to custom, black 
powder-coated 2” square steel posts, embedded in 
below-grade concrete footings.

Flutter & Wow to Design/Fabricate/Source:

A

This area has a plaza-like fee
benches and five to six inter
Visitors follow the Sweet tria
that those trials precipitated
a series of “pavers” in a maz
on the ground. The simple m
to represent the convolution
process and the varying imp
has had on American legal a
history, up to today.
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AREA 2 - THE SWEET FAMILY STORY
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AREA 2 - THE SWEET FAMILY STORY
SWEET HISTORY PART 1



AREA 2 - THE SWEET FAMILY STORY
SWEET HISTORY PART 2
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AREA 3 - DETROIT 1925



AREA 3 - DETROIT IN 1925
HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
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AREA 4 - SEPTEMBER 9, 1925
THE MOVE



AREA 4 - SEPTEMBER 9, 1925
SHOTS ARE FIRED



AREA 4 - SEPTEMBER 9, 1925
THE ELEVEN



What happens to a dream
deferred?  Along House 

Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore —
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten
meat?
Or crust and sugar over —
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

from The Collected Works of
Langston Hughes What happens to a dream deferred?

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT
QUOTE FENCE
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AREA 5 - THE TRIAL AND IT'S IMPACTS
BLACK DEFENSE



AREA 5 - THE TRIAL AND IT'S IMPACTS
TWO TRIALS



AREA 5 - THE TRIAL AND IT'S IMPACTS
HOMEOWNER RIGHTS



AREA 5 - THE TRIAL AND IT'S IMPACTS



INTERPRETIVE PAVING
AREA 5 - THE TRIAL AND IT'S IMPACTS

THE INCIDENT
SEPTEMBER 9, 1925

THE FIRST TRIAL

ANGRY MOB 
GATHERS

SHOTS FIRED, 
11 ARRESTED

11 CHARGED 
WITH MURDER

GLADYS 
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AREA 6 - SWEET FAMILY MEMORIAL
THE SWEETS AFTER THE TRIALS



AREA 6 - MEMORIAL PLAZA
MEMORIAL ELM TREE + GLADYS SWEET QUOTE ENGRAVED IN IRON TREE GRATE +
BENCH / GATHERING AREA FOR GROUPS

"Though I suffer and am torn loose from my fourteen-month-old baby, I
feel it is my duty to the womanhood of the race. If I am freed I shall
return and live at my home on Garland Avenue."
– Gladys Sweet
(Arc of Justice, p220)
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AREA 7

THE MOB GREW TO 5000 
INTERPRETIVE SIGN - VIEW W/ POEM

CHARLEVOIX

HOME FOUNDATION INTERPRETED AS AN ANNUAL FLOWER BED

VIEW FROM INTERPRETIVE SITE

“When I opened the door, I saw the mob
and I realized I was facing the same mob
that had hounded my people throughout our
entire history. I was filled with a fear that
only one could experience who knows the
history and strivings of my race.”

Dr. Ossian Sweet

AREA 7 - FEAR AND DEFENSE
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