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2017 
Community Meetings with 

Public Stakeholders and Historic 
Commission 

2018
Completion of Design Development

2019
DCP Phase 1 Construction

2023
Phase 2 Start
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CULTURE 
OF THE 

CITY

HUMAN 
RIGHTS & 
FREEDOM

FORM  
OF THE 

CITY
Stevens T 
Mason 
 
1835 
 
First Governor drafts First 
Constitution and tenders for 
public approval.

Judge Woodward 
 
1805 
 
Bold Vision for the Reconstruction 
of the City following the Detroit 
Fire.

Underground 
Railroad 
1850-1861 
 
Detroit was one of the most 
important final ‘stations’ en 
route to freedom across the 
river and Finney Barn served as 
a strongly sympathetic stop for 
freedom seekers.

HISTORIC GROUND
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STEEPED IN HISTORY

CAPITOL UNION SCHOOL

MICHIGAN’S FIRST STATE CAPITOL CAPITOL SQUARE PARK

STEVENS T. MASON

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
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LITTLE TRACE
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MICHIGAN CAPITOL AND GROUNDS
CIRCA 1840
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CAPITOL PARK - VIEW TO SHELBY
CIRCA 1910
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CAPITOL PARK - VIEW TO STATE
CIRCA 1920
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CAPITOL PARK - VIEW FROM STATE
CIRCA 1960
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CAPITOL PARK - VIEW TO STATE
2017

OVER TIME, THE PARK ASPECTS OF CAPITOL 
PARK HAVE BEEN ERODED
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Perhaps Capitol Park should  
FEEL like a park again.  

A return to an environment of 
immersive green could create a 

powerful new atmosphere, without 
compromising urban vitality. 
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GRAND CIRCUS

CAPITOL PARK

WASHINGTON BLVD 
CONNECTOR

CAMPUS MARTIUS

PART OF A COMPLIMENTARY  
NETWORK OF DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SPACES

12Detroit Capitol Park
DRAFT - For Discussion Purposes Only



Griswold Street

Shelby Street

Grand River 

Avenue

State Street

WHERE WE WERE 
EARLY 2018
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WHERE WE WERE 
EARLY 2018
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WHERE WE WERE 
EARLY 2018
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CAPITOL PARK
PHASE 01 - 2019

LAWN

DOG 
RUN
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CAPITOL PARK
PHASE 01 - 2019
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OPEN DETROIT!
NEW USES POPPING UP ALONG SHELBY
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DETROIT CAPITOL PARK - 2024 DESIGN UPDATE
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KIOSK
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RIVER 
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GARDENS

PERRENIAL 
GARDENS

STATE STREET
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D
 RIVER AVE

GRISWOLD STREET

1201 Griswold

Monument 
Interpretation

Food 
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Moveable 
Platform

Enhanced Play 
Zone
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Cafe 
Seating
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Seating

Bench 
Seating

Sun 
Chairs

Existing 
Gingko

Service 
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WC

Existing 
Gingko

1215 Griswold 1249 Griswold 1265 Griswold
existing parking lot 
and future potential 

development 
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CHARACTER AREAS

DOG RUN

RIVER GARDENS

LAWN
BOSQUE

KIOSK

FORMER SHELBY - OPEN AIR DINING ACTIVE/URBAN

OPEN/SUNNY

INTIMATE/SHADY

SHELBY STREET

STATE STREET

G
RAN

D
 RIVER AVE

GRISWOLD STREET
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ENHANCED AND EXPANDED DOG RUN AND LAWN

DOG 
RUN
+25% LAWN

+30%

SHELBY STREET

STATE STREET

G
RAN

D
 RIVER AVE

GRISWOLD STREET
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VIEW FROM GRISWOLD AND STATE 
TO THE HEART OF THE PARK
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VIEW ACROSS LAWN FROM FORMER SHELBY

CANVAS 
DECK CHAIRS

MOVEABLE 
CAFE

FIXED 
BENCH
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F+B KIOSK

KIOSK
F+B 

SERVICE

WC

SHELBY STREET

STATE STREET

G
RAN

D
 RIVER AVE

GRISWOLD STREET
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F+B KIOSK
LOOKING TOWARDS FORMER SHELBY
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F+B KIOSK
INTERIOR PLANNING
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F+B KIOSK
WOODEN FINS AND CABLE MESH
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Structure is supported 
by (8) freestanding 
columns, anchored to 
footings

Structure will ship in sections 
and require assembly on site.  

No welding required.
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Kiosk Plan1
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Kiosk Plan Detail6

1/2" = 1'
Kiosk Plan - Interior2

N.T.S.
Kiosk Front Elevation at Counter7

N.T.S.
Kiosk Back Elevation at WC Entrance8

N.T.S.
Kiosk Isometric9

F+B KIOSK
WOODEN FINS
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COMPACTED
TREE

PLANTING
SOIL

5" DEPTH GRANITE FINES

PLANTING SOIL

CONTINUOUS ROOT BARRIER &
CONC. CURB

0.2" GALV. STEEL ANGLE
ANCHORED TO CONCRETE CURB,
ALL SIDES OF TREE OPENING

4" PERFORATED DRAIN PIPE WITH 150 MIN. 0.25"-0.75" CLEAR STONE
COVER (COMPACTABLE ANGULAR STONE), WRAPPED IN FILTER FABRIC

AN D CONNECTED TO APPROVED DRAINAGE SYSTEM

SUBGRADE

4" COMPACTED GRANULAR 'A' BASE

GEOTEXTILE

60"Ø TREE OPENING8 1
16"

32
3 8"

IRRIGATION & AERATION
INLET

GEOGRID AND GEOTEXTILE AS PER SOIL CELL
MANUFACTURERS INSTRUCTION

RESIN BOUND AGGREGATE PAVING,
REFER TO PLAN & TYPICAL PAVING

DETAILS

STRUCTURAL SOIL CELL SYSTEM

0.25" CLEAR STONE,
8" MIN. DEPTH

TREE

INSTALL PLANTING SOIL FOR TREE PLANTING SOIL PITS OR
TRENCHES AS PER PLANTING PLAN AND SPECIFICATIONS.

DIG PLANTING HOLE TO A DEPTH NOT EXCEEDING OR SLIGHTLY
SHALLOWER THAN THE HEIGHT OF THE ROOT BALL.  THE BASE OF
PLANTING HOLE SHOULD FIRMLY TAMPED WITH SLOPED AND
SCARIFIED SIDES.

TREE WILL BE POSITIONED WITH TRUNK FLARE SLIGHTLY ABOVE
FINAL GRADE AND TOP ROOTS NEAR SURFACE. TOP OF ROOTBALL
SHOULD NOT BE DISTURBED OR COVERED WITH SOIL.

CUT, LOOSEN AND ROLL BACK APPROX. 12 OF BIODEGRADABLE
TWINE, BURLAP AND WIRE ON ROOTBALL.

BACKFILL SOILS SHOULD BE LOOSE AND FRIABLE, FREE OF LARGE
CLUMPS AND LIGHTLY TAMPED ONCE HALF THE PLANTING HOLE IS
FILLED. ONCE  23 OF DEPTH OF PLANTING PIT HAS BEEN BACKFILLED,
FILL REMAINING SPACE WITH WATER.  ONCE WATER HAS
PENETRATED SOIL, BACKFILL TO FINISH GRADE.  SOAK BACKFILL TO
ENSURE FULL CONTACT BETWEEN ROOTBALL AND BACKFILL.

IN WELL DRAINED SOILS, A 1-1.5" HIGH SAUCER OF SOIL SHOULD BE
FORMED AROUND THE EDGE OF THE ROOTBALL.

WOOD CHIPS SHOULD BE ADDED ON TOP OF AND AROUND THE
ROOT BALL TO A DEPTH NOT EXCEEDING 3".  AND SET A MINIMUM
OF 1.5" AWAY FROM ROOT FLARE/TRUNK.

PRUNE TO REMOVE DAMAGED BRANCHES. DO NOT REMOVE
LEADER.

REMOVE WRAP FROM TRUNK AND INSPECT FOR DAMAGE.

THOROUGHLY IRRIGATE ROOTBALL WITH DRIP IRRIGATION BAG.

WHERE APPLICABLE INSTALL PLANTING SOIL AT A HIGHER LEVEL
ANTICIPATING REDUCTION OF PLANTING SOIL VOLUME DEPENDING
UPON PREDICTED SETTLING PROPERTIES, TYPICALLY 10% HIGHER
OF THE TOTAL SOIL DEPTH ABOVE THE DESIGN GRADE.

NOTE: AVOID STAKING ON BALLED OR BURLAPPED TREES, REFER
TO TREE PLANTING SPECIFICATIONS.
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AS SHOWN

TYPICAL PLANTING DETAILS

L-503

1" = 1'
In-Softscape Tree Planting Detail4

1" = 1'
Typical Groundcover Planting Detail21" = 1'

Typical Lawn Planting Detail1 1" = 1'
Typical Shrub Planting Detail3

1" = 1'
In-Paving Tree Planting Detail5 NTS

Cables for Climbing Vines Details5

1" = 1'
Climbing Vines Planting Detail4

F+B KIOSK
CABLE MESH
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SEATING - PARKWIDE
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gluelam timber top

steel edge

engraved text

TIMBER STAGE
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VIEW TOWARDS STATE AND THE RIVER
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PLANTING - TREES

Arboretum Approach, no two species alike

Carolinian Forest species

Liriodendron tulipifera, 
Tulip Tree

Quercus alba, 
White Oak Cercis canadensis, 

Eastern Redbud
Carya cordiformis, 
Bitternut Hickory

Sassafras albidum, 
Sassafras
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The Vision

31

eglinton green line - landscape & public realm standards

Living Tree Canopy Overhead Rigging Infrastructure 

+

The Vision

31

eglinton green line - landscape & public realm standards

Living Tree Canopy Overhead Rigging Infrastructure 

+

A DIVERSITY OF ACTIVITY BELOW THE CANOPY
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PLANTING DESIGN INTENT

TYPICAL PLANT SPECIES 

Naturalized & shade tolerant shrub, grass and perennial planting. Flowering perennials scattered through 
the reclaimed logs within the Sunken Garden bring vibrancy to the space. 

Shrubs
• Amelenchier canadensis (Serviceberry) 

Grasses
• Calamagrostis canadensis (Canada Blue-Joint)
• Hystrix patula (Bootlebrush Grass)
• Deschampsia cespitosa (Tufted Hair Grass)

Perennials
• Tierella cordifolia (Foam Flower) 
• Phlox Stolonifera (Creeping Woodland Phlox)
• Aquilegia canadensis (Wild Columbine) 
• Asclepias verticillata (Whorled Milkweed) 
• Veronia noveboracensis (New York Ironweed) 
• Aster puniceus (Swamp Aster) 
• Asplenium scolopendrium (Hart’s Tongue Fern)
• Trillium Grandiflorum (White Trillium)

Trees
• Gleditsia triacanthos (Honey Locust)
• Nyssa sylvatica (Black Gum)
• Platanus × acerifolia (London Plane)
• Quercus bicolor (Swamp White Oak)
• Zelkova serrata (Zelkova)
• Betula nigra (River Birch)
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Rocky outcrop grass and perennials planting with sumac shrub thicket. Native grasses and perennials create 
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• Solidago rugosa ‘Fireworks’ (Fireworks Goldenrod)
• Allium cernuum (Nodding Onion) 
• Calamintha arkansana (Linestone Calamint)
• Echinacea pallida (Pale Purple Coneflower) 
• Verbena stricta (Hoary Vervain) 
• Rudbeckia hirta (Black-Eyed Susan)
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• Schizachyrium scoparium (Little Bluestem)
• Calamagrostis canadensis (Canada Blue-Joint)
• Sporobolis heterolepsis (Prairie Dropseed)
• Sorghatrum nutans (Indian Grass)

Perennials
• Aquilegia canadensis (Eastern red columbine) 
• Calamintha arkansana (linestone Calamint)
• Aster leavis (Smooth Aster)
• Solidago rugosa ‘Fireworks’ (Fireworks Goldenrod)
• Allium cernuum (Nodding Onion) 
• Calamintha arkansana (Linestone Calamint)
• Echinacea pallida (Pale Purple Coneflower) 
• Verbena stricta (Hoary Vervain) 
• Rudbeckia hirta (Black-Eyed Susan)
• Liatris cylindracea (Ontario Blazing Star)
• Liatris aspera (Rough blazing Star)
• Gaura biennis (Biennial Gaura)
• Solidago rugosa ‘Fireworks’ (Fireworks Goldenrod) 

River Gardens

Perennial Gardens

PLANTING - UNDERSTORY
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SOFTNESS OF THE PERENNIAL GARDENS
LOOKING FROM GRISWOLD TO THE HEART
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SOFTNESS ACROSS THE PARK - THROUGH PLANTING AND THROUGH 
DECOMPOSED STONE

+
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AS NOTED

TYPICAL PAVING DETAILS
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RESIN BOUND AGGREGATE PAVING
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SOFTNESS OF THE PERENNIAL GARDENS
LOOKING TOWARDS GRISWOLD
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FRAMED VIEW - IMPLIES VISUAL CONNECTION 
TOWARDS THE RIVER
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inlay

resin-bound 
paving

STONE/CONCRETE INLAY
Constitution of 1835, Article 1.

‘First. All political power is inherent in the people.’

The original 19th century ink script that penned the original text is re-
interpreted by a contemporary Detroit-based graphic artist so it can be re-
contextualized and re-read with continued relevance today, and beyond. 

It raises the question for public dialogue: what needs to be done in our 
community for these words to live true in Detroit? 

51Detroit Capitol Park
DRAFT - For Discussion Purposes Only



OUR PROTAGONIST SEEMS LIKE A STATIC 
MONUMENT
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STEVENS T
DISCONNECTED FROM CONTEMPORARY LIFE

CAN AN EXISTING ARTIFACT TAKE ON A NEW ROLE AS AN 
INSTRUMENT FOR A PUBLIC DIALOGUE?
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STEVENS T
WITH THE PEOPLE?

ENGAGE IN DEEP DIALOGUES ABOUT DOWNTOWN THAT 
RESULT IN AN INCLUSIVE ARTISTIC INSTALLATION?
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AS NOTED
Stevens T. Mason Statue Details3

AS NOTED

STEVENS T. MASON
MONUMENT DETAILS

L-505

PLAN 1" = 1'

SECTION 1" = 1'

3/8" = 1'
Stevens T. Mason Statue Pedestal Pillar Elevation4
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Stevens T. Mason Statue Pedestal Section Detail1 1/2"=1'

Stevens T. Mason Statue Pedestal Plan Detail2

NTS
Projector Details6
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STEVENS T
WITH THE PEOPLE

STEVENS T
with the people

A key first action in the revitalization of heritage in 
Capitol Park is re-situating the statue of the first 
Governor upon the park floor, with the people. We know 
that the statue of Stevens T Mason has been re-situated 
X times already in Capitol Park, yet he’s always been 
elevated, with the effect of being detached from the 
people. With this simple move to the ground, the impact 
of Stevens T is returned but with a gesture of humility.

It has been observed anecdotally that for whatever 
reason, people seem to want to gather around 
Stevens T, get closer to him… Given the 1st governor’s 
propensity for democracy and human rights, it seems 
fitting that his final move is to be more approachable 
and engaging with the people in the park. 
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INTRODUCING AN INSTALLATION BY ARTIST Krzysztof Wodiczko 
TO CREATE A CONTINUOUS PUBLIC DIALOGUE WITHIN THE PARK
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NTS
Projector Details6

1"=1'
SRE Column5

‘SOIL PROFILE

Showcasing the deep section and geological history 
of the park grounds including carbonized ash layers 
preserved within the soil from the fire of 1893 that 
destroyed the Capitol Union Schoolhouse. With an 
elevated soil column mounted upon the existing granite 
pedestal, a new monument is born to spark new and 
deeper dialogues about this place.

core sample - 2017-10-10
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CATENARY SYSTEM
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CATENARY LIGHTING
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