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PARK AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Voigt Park was deeded to the City of Detroit for ornamental public receation use in 1908. The park was drawn into the 
plat dated 1902.

Voigt Park (795 Longfellow St.) contains 6.790 acres of spacious open lawn filled with mature native hardwoods and 
informally planted trees and shrubs. There are no facilities other than 4 period light fixtures along Edison St. and 
Longfellow St. 

The park is located in the Boston Edison Historic District, any plans for improvemnets are subject to permit review by 
the Historic District Commission. The park is deed and name restricted thereby protected from sale and renaming by 
reversionary clause.

The proposed site amenities and tree plantings to Voigt Park are intended to enhance the existing use of the park and 
provide more opportunities for enjoyment, and social interaction in the park. These improvements include installing 
(2) benches and (18) tree plantings. 

The park improvements for Voigt involves an extensive community approach. Residents within the community,  
submitted a Donation Authorization Form expressing very descriptively what they would like to see in the park and 
the proposed benches and bicycle racks reflects that. 
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HISTORIC CONDITIONS

From 1960s- 2000, a number of trees became   
mature and a small playground set was installed 
but then removed.

In 2016, not much had changed. A number a mature 
trees remain with additional plantings.

Voigt Park has primarily been an ornamental public 
park since 1908. During this time trees and shrubs 
were planted. A shelter building (bandshell) was once 
built in 1910 which hosted concerts and events. Other 
than that, Voigt Park has presented a histroic character 
that the community embellishes.

From 1900s-1960s, the parkland was once devel-
oped with a bandshell, asphalt paths (1927), land-
scaping, and trees. Imagery. 1999 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
The most recent aerial from 2022 
displays the existing conditions of 
the park. Voigt Park offers passive 
activities to the neighboring 
residents. 

Not to scale

MATURE 
TREE PLANTINGS

HISTROIC 
PARK SIGN 

• Full street frontage on all 4 sides, 
but no sidewalks on 2

• Little to no amenities
• A number of mature trees
• Lack of ADA accessibilty within 

the park

HISTROIC 
PARK SIGN 
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ELEMENTS OF DESIGN (EOD)
According to the City of Detroit Code of Ordinance Chapter 21 Sec. 21-2-2- Boston-Edison Historic District, the following elements of 
design (EOD). Please note only a shortened summary of the EOD is included below:

(1) Height. Virtually all of the houses in the district have two full stories plus an attic or a finished third floor within the rooof, which are generally called 2 1/2 story houses.
(2) Proportion of buildings’ front facades. Propostion varies in the district, depending on the age, style, and location in a specific subdivision. Most houses are wider than tall, 
especially those in large or multiple lots east of the John C. Lodge Freeway.
(3) Proportion of openings within the facades. Window openings are virtually always taller than wide; however, several windows are sometimes grouped into a combination that 
is wider than tall. Window openings are always subdivided. The most common window type is double-hung with sashes that are generally further subdivided by muntins or leaded 
glass. Fascades have approx. 15 percent to 35 percent of their area glazed.
(4) Rhythm of solids to voids in front facades. In buildings dervied from Classical precedents, voids are usually arranged in a symmetrical and evenly-spaced amnner within the 
facades.
(5) Rhythm of spacing of buildings on streets. The spacing of the buildings is generally determind by the the setback from the side lot lines. There is a variance in the widths of 
subdivision lots from one block to another. The lots generally range from 40 feet to 75 feet in width. The minimum spacing between houses is ten feet and the maximum spacing 
between houses is approximately 325 feet, where several lots are combined. The typical spacing is 10 feet to 15 feet from side lot lines.
(6) Rhythm of entrance and/or porch projections. In those examples derived from Classical precedents, entrance and porches, if any, tend to be centered on the front facade. 
Porches and permanently enclosed sun porches are often placed at the side and, sometimes, at the rear of the building.
(7) Relationship of materials. The majority of houses are faced with brick, while many are partially or totally stucco. there are some stone buildings, sometimes combined with stuc-
co.
(8) Relationship of textures. The most common relationship of textures in the district is that of a low relief pattern of mortar joints in brick contrasted with the smooth surface of 
wood or stone trim.
(9) Relationship of color. Natural brick colors, such as red, yellow, brown, and buff, predominate in wall sufraces. Natural stone colors also exist. Where stucco or concrete exist-
ing, it usually remains in its natural state, or is painted in a shade of cream. Roofs are in natural colors.
(10) Relationship of architectural details.  Architectural details generally relate to style. Neo-Georgian buildings display classic details, mostly in wood, and sometimes in stone.
(11) Relationship of roof shapes. A variety of roof shapes exist in the distrcit, depending on building style. 
(12) Walls of continuity. The major wall of continuity is created by the buildings with their uniform setbacks within the blocks.
(13) Relationship of significant landscape features and surface treatments. The typical treatment of individual properties is a flat or graded front lawn area in grass turf, often 
subdivided by a straight or curving walk leading to the front entrance. Materials for such walks are concrete, brick, stone, or combinations of those materials.
(14) Relationship of open space to structures. Open space in the district occurs in the form of vacant land. a City park, side lots, and grassy median strips in the boulvards.
(15) Scale of facade and facade elements. There is a variety in scale from block to block and style to style, the largest and most substantial houses being primarily those on the first 
two blocks west of Woodward Avenue and on Boston Boulevard east of the John C. Lodge Freeway.
(16) Directional expression of front elevatons. Although many of the larger buildings are wider than tall, the expression is generally neutral.
(17) Rhythm of building setbacks. Because of the existence of various subdivisions and related subdivision and deed restrictions, setbacks vary from area to area within the district, 
although they are generally consistent within each block or area.
(18) Relationship of lot coverages. Lot coverage ranges from approximately 40 percent to ten percent or less in the case of homes with large yards. Most homes are in the 25 per-
cent to 35 percent range of lot coverage.
(19) Degree of complexity within the facade. The degree of complexity has been determined by what is typical and appropriate for a given style. The buildings derived from Clas-
sical precedents usually have simple, rectangular facades with varying amounts of onamentation.
(20) Orientation, vistas, overviews. Most of the houses in the district have front entrances, which are oriented toward the streets running east-west. 
(21) Symmetric or asymmetric appearance. Neo-Georgian and other buildings derived from Classical precedents are generally symmetrical; buildings in other styles, includings the 
Neo-Tudor, are enerally asymmetric, but balanced, compositions.
(22) General environmental character. The Boston-Edison District, with its long straight streets, two boulevards, large-to-moderate-sized, stately single-family homes, and Voigt 
Park and Woodward Avenue’s open space, has an urban, substantial, low density residential character.
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EXISTING PARK SIGNAGE
PARK SIGNAGE:
The park currently has two park signs shown on the map below in red. The park signs are not City of Detroit’s typical park sign due to 
the historical significance. Therefore, the signs were created to fit the histroical presence of the park.  

Not to scale
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EXISTINGP PARK CONDITIONS

Open lawn with mature trees

Existing dog bag stations for those who 
enjoy walking their pets in the park.

EXISTING:
This park in the Boston-Edison Historic District 
is a spacious open lawn filled with a number of 
mature native hardwoods and informally plant-
ed trees and shrubs. There are no amenities 
other than trash barrels, dod bag stations, and 
4 period light fixtures.

Existing (4) period light fixtures at the 
center of the park.

A number of mature trees that make the 
park pleasant place to look at.

Full street frontage on all 4 sides but 
no sidewalks on 2 sides.
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EXISTING/HISTORICAL PLANTING PLAN

Not to scale

EXISTING TREES:
The park is a well shaded with mature trees that started sometime in 1927 as shown below. Majority of the trees today are Elms and 
Maples with a few Oaks and London Planes. An asphalt walking path was installed in 1927.
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PROPOSED PLANT SELECTION

SUGAR MAPLE COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE ‘PRINCETON’ ELM

SWAMP WHITE OAK
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PROPOSED SITE AMENITIES PLAN
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PROPOSED PARK AMENITIES

PROPOSED AMENITIES:
The proposed site amenity for Voigt Park is City standard historical bench. The proposed two (2) benches will be intially installed on 
gravel then on concrete pads to meet accessibility standards. Once other improvements such as walkways are installed the benches will 
be installed on concrete pads. The benches will be placed under the existing light fixtures in the park to be functional, safe and suitable 
to the historic character of Voigt Park.

City of Detroit, GSD, 
Historical Bench Standard
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SCOPE OF WORK AND CUT SHEETS ATTACHED
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