
Detroit Sound Conservancy Phase 0b Blue Bird Inn Permit Application

Description of existing conditions

The historic Blue Bird Inn currently sits vacant and is awaiting full interior rehabilitation. Detroit
Sound Conservancy seeks to replace the aging glass block windows, replace boarded up doors
and install a small gutter for rainwater management. Currently, on the front facade there is one
existing glass block window and another that was boarded up by the previous owner. The front
door is non-existent but there is a steel grate. The back doors are boarded up with plywood.
There is no existing gutter or rain water management system.

Description of Project

Detroit Sound Conservancy seeks to begin work on our rehabilitation project by replacing the
front glass block windows, front and back doors and installing a small gutter on the back exterior
of the building.

For the windows, DSC seeks to replace the two front windows with glass block and inset
windows to restore the original design from the period of significance. One window on the east
side of the front, is boarded up and there is no ability to repair. The second window, though has
an existing glass block, must be replaced as well as the material has deteriorated beyond repair
and in order to install the inset windows the whole element must be replaced.

For the doors, there are currently no existing exterior doors to repair. The front door, which used
to be a standard glass storefront door, is now a steel gate. The back doors are non-existent and
simply boarded up with plywood. We intend to replace the doors as they appear historically. The
front door will be replaced with an aluminum storefront door with glass. The back doors will be
replaced with standard commercial push bar doors with inset windows as we can determine from
old photographs.

For the gutters, we do not have any photos that show the historic water management system. The
roof slopes downward so all water flows to the back of the building. Currently a water pool by
the foundation. We hope to install gutters to mitigate any additional water issues. The gutters will
be standard commercial gutters and direct rainwater away from the building foundation.

Detailed Scope of Work

Windows, Doors, Gutters

● Remove existing glass block and plywood
● Replace with new glass block and inset windows as historically accurate (2 Windows)
● Remove existing metal gate on front and plywood on back
● Install commercial storefront glass door on front of building (1 Front Door)
● Install commercial pushbar metal doros on rear of building  (2 Rear Doors)
● Install new gutter system on left side of rear of building to mitigate water damage and

pooling.
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Historic Storefront for Windows and Doors
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Door Installation Quote
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Front Door
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Rear Doors
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Front Window Installation Quote
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Gutter Installation Quote
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Gutter Location
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