STAFF REPORT: SEPTEMBER 14, 202RMEETING PREPARED BYJ. ROSS
APPLICATION NUMBER: #22-8005

ADDRESS: 2648W. GRAND BOULEVARD

HISTORIC DISTRICT: WEST GRAND BOULEVARD AFRICANAMERICAN ARTS AND
BUSINESS

APPLICANT : JOHN SKOK/MCINTOSH PORIS ASSOCIATES

OWNER: AHMEND BEASLEY/GORDY CO.

DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION:  8/22/2022

DATE OF STAFF VISIT : 9/9/2022

SCOPE OF WORK: REPLACE PORCH RAILING

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Per the Detroit Historic Designation Advisory Board:

2648 West Grand Boulevard (1913), Hitsville USA, Moteretated Purchased by Berry Gordy Jr. on August 2,
1959, this is the first building Mr. Gordy bought for his newly formed record company, Jobete Music
Company.

Previously a twefamily flat, then a photography studio, the rear concrete block addition became the
recording studio, the first floor of the hemibecame offices, and Berry Gordy Jr. and his family lived on

the second floor. Studio A continued to be used for limited recording until 1974, two years after the
company relocated to Los Angeles in 1972. It subsequently went into use as a museuigiriBhénar

family residence is twatory tall white stucco Arts and Crafts style building on a raised basement with a
rectangular footprint; it now has two ostory tall additions at the rear (1948, 1964). Its main roof is a

hip with a central shed roobdmer bearing three windows, each containing a-paree casement window

that has been painted out. Concrete steps lead to the center of-taedthlconcrete decked front porch,

which has metal railings, and connects to the porch at-2644est Grandoulevard to the west. Over

each of the two singldoor entrances on the outer sides of the porch are decorative wooden bracketed
gabled window hoods. The west door is infilled with a solid panel; the east door is flush with a small
diamond shaped windowenar t he t op. A sign above the door r
porch structure has been removed to accommodate adagjed aluminum and glass storefront window

on a glass block base. The storefront window is surrounded by a wood framegleatautward from

the bottom to the top. A large sign located above the window spans between the top of the door hoods and
reads, AHI tsville U.S. A. 0 Aotverone doubtdaumgavimdbw &dntd @ o r
group of three oneverone aublehung windows. Where the west elevation is connected to the building

to the west, the connecter, added in 1963, is set back and has a recessed aluminum and glass storefront
door with transom and sidelights at the first floor. There are no openitigs secondloor wall of the
connector. The east elevation has single sash windows at the basement level. At the first floor the windows
have been boarded over but the openings are intact and consist of a small rectangular opening, a pair of
what were likéy doublehung windows, and a smaller likely douiieng window. At the rear of the east
elevation the onstory concrete block addition is painted and has no openings. The second floor of the
house has a small rectangular single sash window, -aw@®ne doublehung window, a pair of ore

over-one doublehung windows, and two smaller cnger-one doubléhung windows. The rear elevation

of the building is comprised of the two painted concrete block additions, the east addition extends to the
edge of thelley. Mechanical equipment blocks the west addition.
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2648 W. Grand, current conditions. Staff photos taken 9/9/2022
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