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STAFF REPORT: 5/11/2022 MEETING                  PREPARED BY: D. RIEDEN 
APPLICATION NUMBER: #22-7806 
VIOLATION NUMBERS: #579 
ADDRESS: 891 EDISON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BOSTON-EDISON 
APPLICANT: LARRY BUTLER 
PROPERTY OWNER: LARRY BUTLER 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION:4/14/2022 
DATES OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 4/21/22 
 
SCOPE: REHABILITATE HOUSE AND GARAGE (WORK STARTED WITHOUT APPROVAL) 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Built in 1910, the property at 891 Edison is a 2 ½ story home on a .2-acre lot facing Northwest.  The asphalt 
shingled, side-gabled roof is punctuated by a wood shingle sided dormer with 2 double-hung 6/1 divided light 
windows. The house is clad in wood shingles on the second and third floor gables, and in wood clapboard on the 
first floor.  The double-hung windows are symmetrically placed with elongated 8/1 or 6/1 divided lights. 
Preceding images shows that the centrally placed casement windows on the second floor once held leaded glass, 
which have since been broken or removed sometime between the 1980s and 2009.  Between the first-floor bay 
windows and ribbon of double-hung windows the front door sits modestly placed in the center.  The wood decked 
front porch sits under an asymmetrically-placed overhang with wood columns on a brick wall with cast-stone 
coping.  The wood steps that were in disrepair  has since been replaced with a new wood steps without approval. 
The front yard has no plantings or trees.  A concrete walkway with a single step leads from the public sidewalk to 
the house through a green lawn.  This property has no former Historic District Commission (HDC) approvals on 
the Detroit Property Information System (DPI).  The applicant has received a violation notice for work performed 
on the siding, windows, roof and porch and is the subject of this application.   
 

 
  

Site Photo 1, by Staff April 21, 2022: (Northwest) front elevation. Designation Image, 1980: (Northwest) front elevation. 
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PROPOSAL 
The proposed work consists of several scopes of work as described below.  In most cases the work described 
entails repair of existing materials with like materials and the replacement of existing vinyl windows from a 
former owner with wood windows. 
 
Repair roof of house and garage 

• Replace roof asphalt shingles with Owens Corning 
TruDefinition Duration asphalt shingles, color 
slate 

• Replace existing aluminum gutters with white 
aluminum gutters 
 

Rehabilitate walls, siding and soffits 
• Repair deteriorated areas in soffits and siding: use 

matching wood and overlay style for soffits, 
clapboard and shake siding 

• Repair rear walls with 2x4 plywood framing in an 
approximate 6’x15’ area. Install wood shake 
shingles, 6’x16’ area, and wood clapboard, 6’x 6’ 
area, to match existing.  

• Repair west wall siding with wood shake shingles, 
2’x25’ area, to match existing.  

• Repair east walls with 2x4 plywood framing in an 
approximate 4’x15’ area. Install wood shake 
shingles, 2’x30’ and 8’x10’ areas, and wood 
clapboard, 1’x 8’ area, to match existing.  

• Paint to existing color, C:1 or C:4, depending on 
location 

 
  

Aerial 1 of Parcel # 04002606 by Detroit Parcel Viewer.  Site photo 2, by Applicant: Rear elevation (Southeast) showing current 
conditions and vinyl windows installed by a previous owner.  

Site photo 3, by Applicant showing garage at the rear of the 
property with new asphalt roof (work completed without approval).   
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Rehabilitate windows and doors 
• Restore front wood door: remove, repair and replace existing front door. 
• Install two (2) steel doors at the rear of the house:  

o one (1) 6-panel Jeldwen steel replacement basement door, color white, no window 
o one (1) 4-panel Jeldwen steel replacement door, color white, fan lite. 

• Replace eight (8) vinyl windows in rear elevation from a previous owner:  
o six (6) 32”x58” wood, double-hung Jeldwen window with true divided light 6/1. 
o one (1) 30”x46” wood, double-hung Jeldwen window with no grid/divided light. 
o one (1) 24”x36” wood, double-hung Jeldwen window with no grid/divided light. 

• Install three (3) casement windows for the front elevation, 2nd floor with 2x3 true divided light:  
o One (1) 18”x36” wood, Jeldwen casement, hinge operation in the middle.  
o Two (2) 18”x36” wood, Jeldwen casement, fixed on either side. 
o Retain original casement frame. 

• All other windows (28) will install panes of sheet glass to match existing glass, retaining all wood 
windows.   

• Paint window trim existing color, off-white (C:4) 
 

Paint house & trim 
• Paint house and trim using existing colors off-white (C:4) for body and trim and gray colors (C:1) body 

and porches, which was painted this color by a previous owner, using Color System C: 
o C:1 – Sherwin Williams “Light Bluish Gray”, flat sheen 
o C:4 – Sherwin Williams “2829 Classical White”, flat sheen 

 
Rehabilitate front steps, rear porch deck, rear sleeping room (2nd floor enclosed porch) 

• Install 6’ wide wood front steps, paint grey C:1 to match existing color 
• Install one (1) wrought-iron handrail for the steps, left side, facing the house. 
• Repair rear, 4’x6’ wood porch/deck, install 3 steps, paint grey C:1. 
• Remove rotted wood skirting from rear, porch deck and install 1x4 white pine skirting, approximately 30’ 

length of area, paint grey C:1.  
• Remove rotted wood from sleeping room skirt wall, approximately 15’ length of area, replace with 

tongue-and-groove plank wall, paint grey C:1. 
 
Garage Doors & Windows 

• Install steel replacement Cloplay 8’x7’ short-panel garage door, no windows (alley security), color white. 
• Install one (1) six-panel Jeldwen steel replacement door, color white, no windows. 
• Replace broken glass for windows on front, east and west sides   
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STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH 
 The Boston-Edison Historic District was established in 1974.  
 Staff requested the applicant to provide the following information, which has not been received at the time 

of this report:  
o Specify work locations with dimensioned 

drawings on each side of the house and 
garage, addressing the work that repairs the 
walls on the rear and side elevations of the 
house and the rear porch and balcony. 

 Staff did receive confirmation of the following work 
items:  

o No site work will be done at this time. 
o All existing wood windows would be 

repaired, not replaced by removing 
windows, fixing wood, painting them trim 
C:4 color, adding new glass, and returning 
them.  

o The eight (8) new wood windows to 
replace the vinyl windows would be double 
hung, the larger windows would be 6/1 true 
divided light. 

o The applicant is proposing to match the vertical divided light for the 3 casement windows on the 
second floor, front elevation to the dimensions of the upper divided light windows, understanding 
that these were once likely leaded-glass with a much smaller configuration (15 divided lights 
each).  The applicant stated their intention to create a 2x3 true divided light.  

 Staff observed from the designation photos that the front elevation, second floor casement windows likely 
had leaded glass, 15 divided lights per window, which was subsequently replaced with single sash of 
undivided light or broken/removed.  Staff offers the opinion that this original leaded glass pattern may not 
be reasonably replaceable and recommends a divided light pattern that closely resembles the vertical 
rectangular dimensions of the upper sashes on the second and third floors. Staff offers the opinion that the 
proposed casement design is appropriate. 

 Some of the completed siding work on the east elevation shows shake placed in a poor manner, leaving 
gaps and irregular overlaps and sizes.  

 The wood shake and clapboard siding as well as the existing wood windows are distinctive character-
defining features of the house, in staff’s opinion.  This proposal does not attempt to remove any of these 
features, but rather to repair and add new wood or glass where needed to repair these features.  

 The roof for both the house and the garage has already been replaced with asphalt shingles.  While the 
1980 designation photo had brown asphalt shingles, the earlier designation photo shows that the roof was a 
dark grey asphalt shingle.   Staff has no issue with the current roof shingle for the house or garage. 

 The newly constructed front porch steps are in proportion to and matches the design of the former steps. 
Staff observed that these steps had no railing in preceding images.  Staff has no objection to the 
introduction of the proposed cast-iron black railing for the front step.   

 The proposed paint colors for the body and trim are consistent with Color System C of the HDC Color 
Package recommends that this associated architectural style would continue to utilize Color System C.  In 
staff’s opinion the proposed Sherwin Williams paint, which is the proposed repainting of the existing off-
white and grey for the body of the house, are appropriate colors and material. 

 Staff offers the opinion that the windows and front door rehabilitation process described is appropriate.  
  
 
  

Site photo 4, by Applicant, showing completed siding work. 
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ISSUES 
 Except for the doors and most windows, all work in this application was started or completed without 

HDC approval.  
 Staff has yet to receive the following information for review:  

o a set of measured drawings showing square footage of repair of the rear porch, sleeping room, and 
wall system repairs and wall repairs on the east and west sides of the house. 

 Staff has concerns with the quality of the execution on the repair of the wood shingle work. 
 Staff has no issue with the proposed paint of the body and trim, nor with the rehabilitation of the windows 

and front door.    
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Section 21-2-78, Determination of Historic District Commission 
 
Recommendation #1: Rehabilitate house and garage:  
It is staff’s opinion that the proposed rehabilitation of the house and garage retains and preserves the historic 
character of the building, its site, and setting. Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue a Certificate 
of Appropriateness as the proposed work meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 
Staff recommends the COA be issued with following condition:  

• The applicant provide HDC staff a set of measured drawings showing square footage of repair of the 
rear porch, sleeping room, and wall system repairs and wall repairs on the east and west sides of the 
house. 

• The applicant provides HDC staff photos of the rework of wood shingles that more closely aligns to 
the scale, placement, and gap measures of the existing wood shingles and receive approval for work 
already completed before continuing with other areas of the house.   
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