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STAFF REPORT: 11/10/2021 MEEETING      PREPARED BY: J. ROSS  

ADDRESS: 741 SEWARD  

APPLICATION NO: #21-7601 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: NEW CENTER  

APPLICANT: PAUL SILVA 

OWNER: PAUL SILVA 

DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 10/25/2021 

DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 11/03/2021 

 

SCOPE: REVISE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED APPLICATION 
 

EXISTING CONDITIONS  

Erected ca. 1920, the building located at 741 Seward incudes three full stories above grade,  

basement units, and a penthouse unit. The English Tudor style apartment building features a front 

façade and side returns with decorative stone detailing, water tables, window surrounds, entrance 

surround, and wood trim details to establish the style. The building is long and narrow on a 50’ 

width lot x 175’ deep. Exterior walls are clad with brick and windows are non-historic, double-

hung units aluminum-clad wood units that were installed in 2021. The roof is flat with a side-

gabled and shed-roof penthouse towards the front portion of the building. The building’s 

front/primary entrance includes a recently installed black aluminum door with aluminum sidelites. 

The primary entrance’s original distinctive arched wood transom remains. A new aluminum door 

is located at the side elevation.  

 

 
741 Seward, current appearance 
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PROPOSAL 

In 2018, architect Brian Hurtienne appeared in front of the Commission on the applicant/owner’s 

behalf with a proposal to rehabilitate the building, to include the repair of the distinctive original 

front door. Per Mr. Hurtienne “…the front entrance is in good condition and will be restored, with 

the door remaining…” The Commission approved the application at the May 9, 2018 regular 

meeting.  See the attached 2018 staff report for the approved application. The following are photos 

of the original front door that was proposed and approved for repair: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

741 Seward front door, Google Streetview, 2009 

 

In the course of conducting an inspection of the current exterior work at the building, the Building 

Department noted that the front door and sidelites has not been retained and repaired per the 2018 
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approval. Rather, the door and sidelites had been removed and replaced with the current black 

aluminum doors and sidelites.  

 

 
741 Seward front door, current appearance  

 

The building department also noted that a non-historic, single hollow metal door at the west 

elevation had been replaced with a new aluminum door with full-length vision panel: 

 

 
New aluminum door at west/side elevation. Replaced non-historic steel door. Brick infill was present in 2018. 
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With the current submission, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s approval of the two doors 

which were installed without COA to include the following: 

 

• Replace the original wood front door and sidelites with a new aluminum door with 

aluminum sidelites  

• At the west elevation, replace a non-historic hollow metal door with a new aluminum door  

 

STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH 

• As previously stated, the project architect noted in 2018 that “the front entrance is in good 

condition and will be restored.” Staff concurred with this assessment.  

• It is staff’s opinion that the front door and sidelites that were removed without approval 

were distinctive character-defining features of the property. The new door and sidelites 

detract from the building’s historic character.  

• The west elevation door which was removed was not character defining. The new door is 

not highly visible from the right-of-way and its installation did not result in the removal of 

historic fabric.  

 

ISSUES 

• It is staff’s opinion that the front door and sidelites that were removed without approval 

were distinctive character-defining features of the property. The new door and sidelites 

detract from the building’s historic character. The work therefore does not meet the 

Standards  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

#1 – Section 21-2-78. Determination of the Historic District Commission – Certificate of 

Appropriateness  

Staff recommends that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the following 

work items because they conform to the New Center Historic District’s Elements of Design and 

meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation: 

 

• At the west elevation, replace a non-historic hollow metal door with a new aluminum 

door 

 

#2 – Section 21-2-78. Determination of the Historic District Commission – Denial  

Staff recommends that the Commission DENY the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness 

for the following work items because they do not conform to the New Center Historic District’s 

Elements of Design and do not meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation, in 

particular, Standards #2) The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. 

The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 

property shall be avoided; #5) Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or 

examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved; and #9) New 

additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 

compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic 

integrity of the property and its environment: 
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• Replace the original wood front door and sidelites with a new aluminum door with 

aluminum sidelites  

 


































