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STAFF REPORT 9-8-2021 REGULAR MEETING             PREPARED BY: A. PHILLIPS  
APPLICATION NUMBER: 21-7395 
VIOLATION NUMBER: 21-479 
ADDRESS: 4784 STURTEVANT STREET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: RUSSELL WOODS – SULLIVAN 
APPLICANT: DARNELL JACKSON, AMPRO CONSTRUCTION, LLC 
PROPERTY OWNER: SOLOME WILLIAMS 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 7-19-2021 
DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 7-31-2021 
 
SCOPE: DEMOLISH EXISTING GARAGE, REPLACE COLUMNS AND RAILING AT FRONT PORCH 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The building located at 1508 Brooklyn Street is a 2 ½-story, gambrel-style, single-family residence that was constructed 
ca. 1923. The building is clad in red brick at the first floor and porch and a buff-colored horizontal stone at the second 
floor. The house features metal and painted wood details. The asymmetrical front façade includes a wide elevated front 
porch which nearly spans the front façade. The porch features a decorative wrought iron railing. The main entrance to the 
house is located on the east end (right side) of the façade and is accentuated by a small gabled porch roof supported by 
two tapered, fluted wood columns. The side gable roof is covered in reddish brown asphalt shingles and includes a brick 
chimney at the west end of the roof. The building appears to retain the majority of its historic wood windows. The 
windows at both the first and second floor are protected from the sun with aluminum awnings. A modest garage is situated 
at the rear northeast corner of the lot and is accessed from Sturtevant Street via a concrete driveway which runs adjacent 
to the east side of the building. 
 

 
4784 Sturtevant. View from Sturtevant Street looking northeast. Photo taken by HDC staff, July 31, 2021.     



2 
 

       
4784 Sturtevant. View from Sturtevant Street looking northeast. Roof replacement started and in progress on July 28, 2021 without COA and completed 
by July 31, 2021. The work was pending an administrative approval when it was started and when HDC staff documented the work in progress on July 
28th. A COA for the roof along with miscellaneous other scope items was issued by staff on July 30th, 2021. Photo taken by HDC staff, July 28, 2021.    
  

 
Sanborn map of vicinity, circa 1951. 
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Existing conditions at garage. Applicant photos. 
 
 
 

        
Existing conditions at west (left side) porch column. Applicant photo.         Existing conditions at east (right side) porch column. Applicant photo. 
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Existing conditions at west (left side) porch column. Applicant photos. 
 

Existing conditions at porch railing. Applicant photo.                             Existing conditions at west (right side) porch column. Applicant photo. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Existing conditions at porch railing. Applicant photo. 
 

Existing conditions at porch columns and railing. Applicant photo.              Existing conditions at porch railing. Applicant photo. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Per the submitted documents, the applicant is proposing to: 

• Demolish existing garage by dismantling and removing all construction debris. The existing concrete pad and 
trees are to remain. 

• Remove both fluted & tapered wood porch columns and replace with new fiberglass reinforced polymer 
(FRP) tapered columns which will be fluted. 

• Remove existing 24” high decorative wrought iron railing (currently painted red) and replace with a new 
black wrought iron railing, 36” in height.  

 
 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS & RESEARCH 

• Russell Woods – Sullivan Historic District was designated in 1999. 
• It is staff’s opinion that the existing garage has lost historic integrity and no longer contributes to the overall historic 

character of the property. 
• The tapered, fluted wood columns are distinctive and important character-defining features of the property. It is 

staff’s opinion that the east column (right side) appears to be beyond repair and may require replacement. It is staff’s 
opinion that although the west column (left side) demonstrates the need for repair at the base, does not appear to be 
beyond repair. 

• The proposed replacement columns are listed in the cut sheet as being 16” in diameter at the bottom of the column, 
this is 4” larger than the bottom of the existing column which is 12” in diameter. 

• The existing 24” high decorative wrought iron porch railing is also a distinctive and important character-defining 
feature of the property. The materiality, design, and height of the existing railing all contribute to the historic 
character of the property. It is staff’s opinion that although portions of the railing appear to be rusted, the railing is 
not beyond repair and therefore does not require replacement. 

• Staff observed active work happening (re-shingling the roof of the house) when completing their routine field visit 
on Wednesday, July 28th, 2021. This work was started without a COA, however, the work was pending an 
administrative approval at that time. The official COA was issued by staff on Friday, July 30th, 2021. Staff then 
went back out to the site on July 31st and the work had been completed. Multiple scope items were included in the 
administrative approval that was issued on July 30th, 2021 (see attached COA).  

• This project is City-assisted and is utilizing the 0% Interest Home Repair Loan. The 0% Interest Home Repair Loan 
program is administered by the Housing and Revitalization Department (HRD). 

 
                 

ISSUES   
• The proposal to replace the west column (left side) does not meet Standard 6 as it does not appear beyond repair. 

It is staff’s opinion that the west column (left side) should be repaired rather than replaced. While the east column 
(right side) may require replacement, the material and size (16” diameter) of the proposed replacement columns 
(fiberglass reinforced polymer) is an inappropriate material as it does not match the existing material or diameter 
of the distinctive feature. 

• The proposed removal and replacement of the existing 24” high decorative wrought iron railing removes historic 
materials that characterize the property. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  

Section 21-2-78, Determinations of Historic District Commission (Replacement of columns & replacement of 
metal railings at front porch) 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposal to replace both existing fluted, tapered wood columns with new fiberglass 
reinforced polymer (FRP) columns and the proposal to remove and replace the existing 24” high decorative wrought 
iron porch railing removes historic materials and is inappropriate with respect to the character of this property and 
its environment. Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue a Denial for the proposed work because it 
does not meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the Russell Woods – Sullivan  
Elements of Design, especially Standards: 
 

(2) The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic 
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
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(5) Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a historic property shall be preserved. 
 
(6)  Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of  
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, 
color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features 
shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 
 
(9)  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials  
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible  
with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and 
its environment. 
 
 

Section 21-2-78, Determinations of Historic District Commission (Demolition/dismantling of existing garage) 
It is staff’s opinion that the proposal to demolish the existing garage by dismantling and removing all construction 
debris and the proposal to retain the existing concrete slab and surrounding trees should qualify for a Certificate 
of Appropriateness. Staff recommends that the Commission approve a COA for the proposed application, as it 
meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and the Russel Woods – Sullivan Elements of Design. 
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2 WOODWARD, SUITE 808 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 

CITY OF DETROIT         PHONE 313-224-6536 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION       FAX 313-224-1310 

 

 

7/30/2021 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 

Darnell Jackson /  

Ampro Construction 

13501 Mt. Elliot 

Detroit, MI 

48212 

 

RE: Application Number 21-7419; 4784 Sturtevant; Russell Woods-Sullivan Historic District   

 

Dear Darnell, 

Pursuant to Section 5(10) of the Michigan Local Historic District Act, as amended, being MCL 399.205(10), MSA 

21-7386Resolution 97-01 (adopted August 13, 1997); Detroit Historic District Commission Resolution 97-02 

(adopted October 8, 1997); and Detroit Historic District Commission Resolution 98-01 (adopted February 11, 

1998), the staff of the Detroit Historic District Commission has reviewed the above-referenced application for 

building permit and hereby issues a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), which is effective as of July 30, 2021. 

 

Staff finds the following proposed work meets the defined elements of design for the historic district and the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and guidelines for rehabilitating historic buildings (36 CFR 

Part 67). 

 

Front Porch Rehab: 

 Remove and replace brick wing walls and rebuild to match existing dimensions 

 Wingwalls are 12-3/4” wide x 40-1/2” tall x 44” deep with concrete cap 14” wide x 4” tall x 43” 

long  

 New mortar to match existing color, profile and texture 

 Remove and replace concrete steps to match existing- four (4) precast concrete are 8-1/3” high x 

6’ wide 

Rebuild Rear porch 

 Remove and replace entire porch to include deck, framing, steps, railing columns, skirting and 

brick piers, to match existing footprint, 5’ wide x 10’ deep x 3’ high 

 Install (2) new brock piers to same size and configuration on stable footings, using new brick to 

match existing color and style of existing, mortar to match existing color, profile, texture and 

strength of existing 

 Rebuild porch to match existing footprint with pressure treated lumber 

 Install pressure treated radius edge decking on floor 

 Install new columns, steps and pickit style railings to match existing on open sides of porch and 

down both sides of steps 

 Install new picket skirt wall on porch and steps with hinged door opening under porch 

  

Exterior Surface Lead Remediation – substrate stabilization, scrape and paint to match existing 

colors: 

 Windows: eight (8) on wall A, eight (8) on wall B, four (4) on wall C, seven (7) on wall D 

 Remove storm windows and awnings –  

o Scrape, prime and paint metal lintels, sashes, all exterior wood casing, sills and trim to 

match existing 
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o Remove upper and lower sashes and stops to perform necessary repairs, perform substrate 

stabilization and apply eco-bond lead defender to all painted surfaces  

o Reinstall sashes and stops, storm windows 

 Using lead safe practices, remove peeling paint alt all exterior wood components on home 

including siding, soffits, fascia, rake frieze, gable, trim boards, front and rear porch ceilings and 

main beams. Prime and paint all to match existing colors 

 Remove peeling paint at rear and side exterior doorjambs and transom window (at rear), casing 

and trim above door, prime and paint to match existing 

 

Asphalt Shingle Roof Replacement – Home: 

 Removal of existing asphalt shingle roof.  

 Install new HDZ Timberline asphalt shingles in Patriot Red (appears Brownish Red, similar to 

existing). 

 Install new roof to manufacturer specifications, including drip edge, water / ice shield, hip / ridge 

caps, synthetic underlay, venting, flashing and replacement decking where necessary  
 

Gutter & Downspout Replacement – Home:  

 Removal of existing aluminum gutters  

 Install new 4” aluminum gutters and downspouts 
 

 

Please retain this COA for your files. You should now proceed to obtain a building permit from the City of Detroit 

Buildings, Safety, Engineering and Environmental Department.  It is important to note that approval by the Detroit 

Historic District Commission does not waive the applicant's responsibility to comply with any other applicable 

ordinances or statutes.  If you have any questions regarding the foregoing, please contact me at 

cagneyb@detroitmi.gov. 

 

 

For the Commission: 

 
Brendan Cagney 

Detroit Historic District Commission Staff 
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