
STAFF REPORT: DECEMBER 9, 2020 MEETING          PREPARED BY: B. CAGNEY  
APPLICATION NUMBER: 20-6969 
ADDRESS: 3839 LESLIE  
HISTORIC DISTRICT: RUSSELL WOODS-SULLIVAN 
APPLICANT: INA ORUBIBI 
PROPERTY OWNER: MABLE DIXON 
SCOPE OF WORK: ERECT NEW GARAGE AND DRIVEWAY 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 10/23/2020 
DATE OF STAFF VISIT: 12/3/2020  
 
   

  
3839 Leslie, staff photo.           3839 Leslie, aerial image, Google 2020.   
  

Existing Conditions 

Erected in 1951, 3839 Leslie Street is a 2-story, single-family home and is located on the corner of Leslie 
and Holmur Streets in the Russell Woods-Sullivan Historic District. The north-facing, front facade 
displays symmetrically balanced fenestration, with a slight projection on the east side of the front door. 
A hipped roof is covered in green asphalt shingles. The home exhibits several character defining features 
that are common in post-World War II construction; a buff-brick façade, steel-casement windows and a 
streamlined awning that covers the centrally located front door and the bay windows to terminate at the 
east façade. The rear of the home features a single-story, covered porch and a dormer that projects from 
the hipped roof. Many historic-age windows remain intact on the rear elevation, although one window 
on the west elevation has been replaced with glass block. The rear of the property is well landscaped 
with trees, shrubs, a hedge row along Holmur Street and a black chain-link fence surrounding the 
perimeter of the yard.  
 
HDC archives do not indicate that any previous COA’s have been issued for this address; a search of the 
BSEED permit database did not yield any results.  
 
Proposed Scope of Work: With the current proposal, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s 
approval to construct a new 2-car garage and concrete driveway, as proposed in the following scope of 
work: 
 

 Construct a new, 20’x22’ garage, with 4” concrete pad, set back (3’) three feet from the rear 
(north) property line, with the following features:  



o An 8” wide, reinforced concrete foundation, extending 42” below grade. The concrete 
foundation is connected CMU with continuous rebar above grade. Full construction 
details are provided in a section drawing.  

o The applicant proposes to install horizontal wood or vinyl siding on the garage with 
1”x4” vertical trim at the corners. 

 The applicant has included information about Paulownia wood. The applicant 
has stated that the wood siding will be 4” exposed and 1” lap. 

 The applicant proposes to paint the exterior in “Tawny Birch.”  
 The applicant has also included information about Ply Gem “Mastic” vinyl 

siding, although the exact selection, including color, dimensions of reveal, 
profile and installation method / style were not specifically selected. 

o The proposed roof of the garage is hipped with 1’ overhangs on all sides. 
 The roof will be clad in “Rustic Green” Dimensional shingles by Timko. 
 The roof features metal gutters, although the exact specifications have not been 

provided. 
o The proposed overhead garage door is a typical, 4-panel metal door, with wood grain 

finish, located on the west side (Holmur Street). The elevation drawings indicate that 
the garage door is 7’ and is wide enough for two cars, although the width and 
manufacturer have not been specified. 

o The proposed driveway is 18’ long x 22’ wide concrete driveway, inside of sidewalk 
(4” slab).  

 Driveway flares out to 28’ at the right of way (6” slab).  
o The applicant has proposed to install “lantern style” mounted lighting, in a dark bronze 

color. 
 The quantity and location of these elements have not been specified in the 

application. 
o A 3’x6-8” metal pedestrian door is proposed on the north elevation of the garage, the 

applicant states that it will be a 6- panel wood door, painted white (exact product not 
specified).   

 

Staff Observations and Research: 

 Russell Woods Historic District was designated in 1999. 
 It appears that the rear dormer has been covered with metal louvers. 
 Sanborn maps were unavailable for this location. 
 Looking at an aerial view of of Leslie street, most homes feature a detached garage located near 

the rear property line of similar size.  
 The garage will features a hipped roof with a green, dimensional asphalt shingle that will match 

the style and color of the existing home on site.  
 The proposed color swatch for the Sherwin Williams “Tawny Birch” seems to complement the 

buff brick color. 
 It is staff’s opinion that, with wood cladding, the materials, size, colors are appropriate for the 

existing context of the Russell Woods-Sullivan Historic District.  
 
Issues:  

 The application states that the fence will be removed and reinstalled, however it is unclear how 
the fence will be reinstalled. As the garage is setback 16’ from the sidewalk, it is unclear if the 
applicant proposes a gate, or whether the fence will be reinstalled along the north side of the 
driveway.  

 Vinyl siding is not an appropriate material for this historic district. 



Recommendation: 

 It is HDC staff’s opinion that the erection of a new garage and driveway at 3839 Leslie street is
appropriate to the defined Elements of Design for the Russell Woods Historic District and the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (36 CFR Part 67). Staff therefore
recommends that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the
application with the following conditions:

o The applicant clarify how the fence will be reinstalled and where the lighting will be
mounted.

o The applicant submits manufacturer specifications for proposed gutters, the overhead
garage door and the steel pedestrian door.

4839 Leslie, view from Holmur street, staff photo.



 
4839 Leslie, rear yard, view from Holmur street, staff photo. 

 

 
4839 Leslie, rear yard, view from Holmur street, staff photo. 



3839 Leslie, Designation Photo



BIDC, INC 
6331 Grand River 
Detroit, MI. 48208 

bidci@sbcglobal.net 
313 899-2099 
313 575 5407  

Date: November 23, 2020 

RE: Answer to your questions at 3839 Lesile, Detroit new garage. 

Dear Mr. Cagney: 

1. The current photo of the existing home has been forwarded to you, see email.
2. The photo of the existing yard has also been forwarded to you, please check

email.
3. The materials to be used have also been emailed to you.
4. Description of the existing condition – There is no existing garage at the site. It is

a vacant lot. The existing home is a brick sided two story structure at a corner lot
with an addition. The pictures of the existing home have been emailed to you.

5. Description of the project – The project is a two-car garage structure next to the
existing alley like all the garages on the block. Its wood sided but if permitted a
vinyl siding will be preferred due to low maintenance. Details are shown on the
submitted blueprints.

6. Scope of Work – The scope of work includes new foundation, new framing and
new siding. Others works are new roofing and cement floor and driveway.

Please email if you have any questions. 

Thanks 

Ina Orubibi  

mailto:bidci@sbcglobal.net









































