
STAFF REPORT 12-9-2020 REGULAR MEETING                 PREPARED BY: A. PHILLIPS  
APPLICATION NUMBER: 20-6966 
ASSOCIATED VIOLATION NUMBER: 20-358 
ADDRESS: 1124 VAN DYKE STREET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: WEST VILLAGE 
APPLICANT: JASON SENIOR, 1124 VAN DYKE LLC 
PROPERTY OWNER: JASON SENIOR, 1124 VAN DYKE LLC 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 11-13-2020 
DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 12-1-2020 
 
SCOPE: PAINT HOUSE 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The building located at 1124 Van Dyke Street is a 2 ½ - story duplex constructed ca. 1909. The building is clad in painted 
clapboard wood siding with painted wood detailing including fish scale imbrication at the front (west) gable end. The 
asymmetrical front (west) elevation includes a large covered porch spanning the width of the structure featuring wood 
columns and two small gable ends at each unit entrance. The house features multiple projecting bays of various size and 
design. The gable roof is covered in dark brown asphalt shingles and includes two small dormers – one on the north roof 
surface and one on the south roof surface. A small brick chimney is located at the center of the roof on the ridge. The 
building retains some of its historic wood windows but the majority of the windows appear to have been replaced. Situated 
on the southeast corner of the intersection of Agnes and Van Dyke Streets, the north (side) elevation runs parallel to Agnes 
Street. A vacant lot exists directly south of the property. The lot does not include a garage. 
 

 
View from Agnes Street looking southeast – Photo taken by HDC staff – December 1, 2020 
 
PROPOSAL 
With the current proposal, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s approval to retain the paint that was applied to all 
sides of the exterior of the property in violation per the attached application.  

 



STAFF OBSERVATIONS & RESEARCH 
• West Village Historic District was designated in 1983. 
• The violation was reported to HDC staff on June 25, 2020. HDC staff verified complaint in the field and reported 

the violation to the Buildings, Safety Engineering & Environmental Department (BSEED) on October 13, 2020. 
BSEED inspected the property, issued a Stop Work Order and a $134 fine for failing to obtain permit on October 
14, 2020. 

• The applicant emailed the application material to HDC staff on November 13th, 2020. 
• The property is situated at the southeast corner of the intersection of Agnes and Van Dyke. While there are two 

residential properties on this block of Agnes Street, it is primarily commercial in use. The rainbow painting exists 
only on the north elevation which faces Agnes Street. All other elevations are painted a bright mustard yellow color 
with white trim. 

 
ISSUES 

• It is staff’s understanding, based on the application material, that the application is only for the work that has been 
completed and does not include any future painting. Staff has requested – multiple times – for additional information 
regarding the proposal including a statement as to why this work was done without approval and whether or not the 
applicant wishes to propose additional future painting as part of the application. Staff has not received a response 
to the multiple requests for additional information and therefore is basing this report on only the work that has been 
completed. 

• There are portions of the building, including the wood fish scale imbrication at the west (front) gable end, that have 
been left unpainted in the recent repainting. These delicate wood areas require protection from the elements in order 
to continue enduring time and weather. 

• The existing bright mustard yellow paint color does not comply with the color chart associated with the property 
(Color Chart B or C), it is staff’s opinion that the color does not detract from the historic character of the property 
or district. 

• It is staff’s opinion that although a couple of residential properties exist on this block of Agnes, the block “feels” 
commercial and exhibits commercial qualities. Because the rainbow mural exists only on the north (commercial 
Agnes Street elevation), it is staff’s opinion that the rainbow mural is appropriate as an artistic expression within a 
commercial corridor even though it exists on a traditionally residential (duplex) structure. Additionally, a large 
floral mural currently exists on a large commercial building in the same block just two properties east of the 
applicant property at 1111 Parker (see map and street view images below). It should be noted that although the 
floral mural exists at 1111 Parker, it was not approved by the Commission. 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
It is staff’s opinion that the proposal should qualify for a Certificate of Appropriateness. Staff recommends that the 
Commission approve a COA for the proposed application, as it meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and the West 
Village Historic District’s Elements of Design, with the conditions that: 

• The rainbow mural to exist only on the north (commercial/Agnes Street) elevation.  
• The entire house needs to be painted (including the gable ends and dormer side walls at the top floor). 
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