STAFF REPORT: 11/12/2020 MEETING PREPARED BY: D. RIEDEN
APPLICATION NUMBER: #20-6928

ADDRESS: 19331 CANTERBURY

HISTORIC DISTRICT: SHERWOOD FOREST

APPLICANT: POOL BUSTERS, HEATHER ANDREWS

PROPERTY OWNER: ANDREW STEIN

DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 10/29/2020

DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 11/3/2020

SCOPE: DEMOLITION OF INGROUND POOL, CHAIN-LINK FENCE, AND SHED

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The 1955 constructed house is located at 19331 Canterbury Road. The 2-story single-family residence stands on the
western edge of the triangle-shaped Y.-acre lot. The structure is clad in stucco and features dark-stained wood details
and a prominent stone chimney at the front fagade. The massing of the house includes a single-story portion directly
to the east of the main massing, which includes a carport. The asphalt driveway with concrete aprons bifurcates the
property, connecting Canterbury and Cambridge Streets. Centering the triangle-street corner side of the property is
the in-ground gunite (sprayed concrete) pool with concrete, curvilinear edging and blue-tile trim. A weathered, four-
foot chain-link fence surrounds this highly visible pool perimeter. A wood-framed shed with corrugated metal
paneling and an asphalt-shingled roof occupies the south side of the pool. The rear yard is fenced and heavily screened
with landscaping.

Site Photo 1 by Staff November 3, 2020 Site Photo 2 by Staff November 3, 2020: pool, shed and fence.

Since 2004, Certificates of Appropriateness were issued for other applications. As staff currently does not have
access to the previous paper applications and approval letters, the abbreviated scopes of work listed within the
Detroit Property Index (listed below) is the only available information on the property.

06/29/2004 COA issued: New fence, hedges, trees and gates

03/29/2016 COA issued: New fence

10/28/2016 COA issued: Dead tree removal

07/12/2017 COA issued: Install new play equipment in rear yard

08/20/2019 COA issued: Remove existing rear deck and replace with concrete patio at grade
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Aerial 3D of Parcel 02005584. 19331 Canterbury, Detroit Ml

PROPOSAL
The current owner purchased the house in June 2015 and has a consultant who compiled the following scope of
work, in the consultant’s words:

At the above address, we are only doing a complete removal of the in ground pool and surrounding fence.
(The applicant states in a follow up phone call with HDC Staff that removal of the existing shed is also in
this scope of work.)

We will be backfilling the pool with Class 2 sand. There are other contractors who will be doing work on
this site and obtaining their own permits after our work is complete.

See attached site plan drawing.



Detailed Scope of Work
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Demo: Inground Pool

Demolish inground, approximately 18” x 36’ gunite pool
Fill with class 2, compactible sand, level surface.

No topsoil nor any ground cover seeding is included.

Demo: Chain-link Fence
Remove 4’ chain-link fence from perimeter of pool.

Demo: Woodframe Shed
Remove woodframe shed

STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH

Upon receipt of the application, Staff confirmed with the applicant that the scope does not include a topsoil
or groundcover seed treatment for the site, leaving the ground with a sand fill surface for future
development plans.
Staff visited the site on November 3, 2020, photographed the property from the public right-of-way and
has the following observations:
0 The gunite pool is in disrepair with several damaged areas; water and plant-life are in the pool.
0 The pool’s concrete edge with blue trim tile, while beautifully formed in its shape, does not
appear to be of historic significance.
0 The pool site’s perimeter chainlink fence is rusting and in need of repair. If removed or replaced,
this fence is not a contributing factor to the historic character of the property.
0 The wood frame shed does not contribute to the historic character of this property.
o Staff notes that there are weed species growing in the fenceline that may require attention for
future landscape care.
The scale and location of the proposed demolition plan as presented in the application material does not
remove or alter distinctive features or finishes of the property, nor are they in conflict with the elements of
design of the Sherwood Forest Historic District.

ISSUES

Staff identified no major issues with this proposal.

Because of the high visibility of this site, staff recommends the applicant address the post-demolition
treatment of the site by providing topsoil and ground cover seed to preserve the landscape while future
development plans are considered.

RECOMMENDATION

As the proposed project will not remove historic materials nor alter features or spaces that characterize the
property, HDC staff recommends the Commission issue a COA for this application as proposed as it meets the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, with the condition that topsoil and ground cover be

install

ed once demolition is complete.
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