
STAFF REPORT: 11/12/2020 MEETING             PREPARED BY: D. RIEDEN 
APPLICATION NUMBER: #20-6928 
ADDRESS: 19331 CANTERBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: SHERWOOD FOREST 
APPLICANT: POOL BUSTERS, HEATHER ANDREWS 
PROPERTY OWNER: ANDREW STEIN 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 10/29/2020 
DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 11/3/2020  
 
SCOPE: DEMOLITION OF INGROUND POOL, CHAIN-LINK FENCE, AND SHED 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The 1955 constructed house is located at 19331 Canterbury Road. The 2-story single-family residence stands on the 
western edge of the triangle-shaped ½-acre lot. The structure is clad in stucco and features dark-stained wood details 
and a prominent stone chimney at the front façade. The massing of the house includes a single-story portion directly 
to the east of the main massing, which includes a carport. The asphalt driveway with concrete aprons bifurcates the 
property, connecting Canterbury and Cambridge Streets. Centering the triangle-street corner side of the property is 
the in-ground gunite (sprayed concrete) pool with concrete, curvilinear edging and blue-tile trim. A weathered, four-
foot chain-link fence surrounds this highly visible pool perimeter. A wood-framed shed with corrugated metal 
paneling and an asphalt-shingled roof occupies the south side of the pool. The rear yard is fenced and heavily screened 
with landscaping. 
 

 
Since 2004, Certificates of Appropriateness were issued for other applications. As staff currently does not have 
access to the previous paper applications and approval letters, the abbreviated scopes of work listed within the 
Detroit Property Index (listed below) is the only available information on the property.  
 
06/29/2004 COA issued: New fence, hedges, trees and gates 
03/29/2016 COA issued: New fence 
10/28/2016 COA issued: Dead tree removal 
07/12/2017 COA issued: Install new play equipment in rear yard 
08/20/2019 COA issued: Remove existing rear deck and replace with concrete patio at grade 
 

Site Photo 1 by Staff November 3, 2020 Site Photo 2 by Staff November 3, 2020: pool, shed and fence. 



 
Sanborn Map, Vol. 16, P003 
  

 
Aerial 3D of Parcel 02005584.  19331 Canterbury, Detroit MI 
 
 
PROPOSAL 
The current owner purchased the house in June 2015 and has a consultant who compiled the following scope of 
work, in the consultant’s words:  
 

At the above address, we are only doing a complete removal of the in ground pool and surrounding fence. 
(The applicant states in a follow up phone call with HDC Staff that removal of the existing shed is also in 
this scope of work.)  
We will be backfilling the pool with Class 2 sand.  There are other contractors who will be doing work on 
this site and obtaining their own permits after our work is complete.  

 
See attached site plan drawing.  
 
  



Detailed Scope of Work 
 

A. Demo: Inground Pool 
• Demolish inground, approximately 18’ x 36’ gunite pool  
• Fill with class 2, compactible sand, level surface. 
• No topsoil nor any ground cover seeding is included. 

 
B. Demo: Chain-link Fence 
• Remove 4’ chain-link fence from perimeter of pool. 

 
C. Demo: Woodframe Shed 
• Remove woodframe shed  

 
 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH 
 Upon receipt of the application, Staff confirmed with the applicant that the scope does not include a topsoil 

or groundcover seed treatment for the site, leaving the ground with a sand fill surface for future 
development plans. 

 Staff visited the site on November 3, 2020, photographed the property from the public right-of-way and 
has the following observations:  

o The gunite pool is in disrepair with several damaged areas; water and plant-life are in the pool. 
o The pool’s concrete edge with blue trim tile, while beautifully formed in its shape, does not 

appear to be of historic significance. 
o The pool site’s perimeter chainlink fence is rusting and in need of repair.  If removed or replaced, 

this fence is not a contributing factor to the historic character of the property. 
o The wood frame shed does not contribute to the historic character of this property. 
o Staff notes that there are weed species growing in the fenceline that may require attention for 

future landscape care.  
 The scale and location of the proposed demolition plan as presented in the application material does not 

remove or alter distinctive features or finishes of the property, nor are they in conflict with the elements of 
design of the Sherwood Forest Historic District.  
 

ISSUES 
 Staff identified no major issues with this proposal. 
 Because of the high visibility of this site, staff recommends the applicant address the post-demolition 

treatment of the site by providing topsoil and ground cover seed to preserve the landscape while future 
development plans are considered.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 

As the proposed project will not remove historic materials nor alter features or spaces that characterize the 
property, HDC staff recommends the Commission issue a COA for this application as proposed as it meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, with the condition that topsoil and ground cover be 
installed once demolition is complete.   
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THIS IS A 3-PAGE FORM - ALL INFORMATION IS REQUIRED FOR PROJECT REVIEW 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
PROJECT REVIEW REQUEST 

City of Detroit - Planning & Development Department 
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 808 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 Date:9-24-20 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
ADDRESS:3Q@1 Cogley Lake fad_[@LaterbryAKA: 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: Sherwood Forest Historic District 

SCOPE OF WORK: []Windows/ · Doors (Check ALL that apply) 
□ Roof/Gutters/ D Porch/ D Landscape/Fence/ 

Chimney Deck Tree/Park 
□ General 

Rehab □New □Construction Demolition □ yl other.· Remove in ground pool Addition L" J 

APPLICANT IDENTIFICATION □ Property Owner/ I·~ I Contractor Homeowner v 

NAME: Heather Andrews 

□ Tenant or □ Architect/Engineer/ 
Business Occupant Consultant 

COMPANY NAME: Pool Busters --------------- 
ADDRESS·3061 Cooley Lake Road crr.Highland 

PHONE: 248-830-9356 MOBILE: 248-830-9356 

STATE.MI 21p.48356 ---- 
EMAIL: poolremovers@gmail.com 

PROJECT REVIEW REQUEST CHECKLIST 
Please attach the following documentation to your request: 
PLEASE KEEP FILE SIZE OF ENTIRE SUBMISSION UNDER 30MB 

~ Completed Building Permit Application (highlighted portions only) □ ePLANS Permit Number (only applicable if you've already applied 
for permits through ePLANS) 

8 Photographs of ALL sides of existing building or site 
r:;;f' Detailed photographs of location of proposed work LJ photographs to show existing condition(s), design, color, & material) 

[:f Description of existing conditions (including materials and design) 

r.-71 Description of project (if replacing any existing material(s), include an explanation as to why 
L...:.J replacement--rather than repair--of existing and/or construction of new is required) 

{// Detailed scone of work (formatted as bulleted list 

B Brochure/cut sheets for proposed replacement material(s) and/or product(s), as applicable 

r-------------- .. {NOTE: 
1 Based on the scope of work, 
1 additional documentation may 
I be required. 
I I 
1 See www.detroitmi.gov/hdc for 1 
1 scope-specific requirements. 1 

·--------------· 

Upon receipt of this documentation. staff will review and inform you of the next steps toward obtaining your building permit from the 
Buildings, Safety Engineering and Environmental Department (BSEED) to perform the work. 

SUBMIT COMPLETED REQUESTS TO HDC@DETROITMI.GOV 

riedenda
Underline
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cir»or 
DETROIT 

Appeals & Hearings APPLICATION FOR DAH BLIGHT CLEARANCE 

PLEASE PRINT & COMPLETE IN FULL 

Please send my clearance by: [] FAX [] MAIL [E@ EMAIL or PII [] PICK-UP in Office 

I am an Applicant for a Buildings safety Engineering & Environmental (BSEED): (Pick One)[/berm# [_Jeerincate [_]variance 
COMPLETE ONE APPLICATION FOR EACH ADDRESS [bother 
FOR: Property Address: 19331 Cantebury Property Owner's Name: _A_n_d_re_w __ S_t_e_in _ 

Applicanrs Na.leather Andrews 
(Person's name not Company name) First 

Applicant is: _Properly owner '_contractor Other: 
Last 

Applicant's Aadres,,"016 Cooley Lake Road, Highland, MI 48356 _PHo.'48-830--93 a. POremovers@gmal.com 

Street Address, City & State & Zip (area code) xxx-xxxx 

Applicants company Name & Adara. Pool Busters Inc., 3061 Cooley Lk Rd, Highland, MI 48356 
List ALL_Property Addresses in the city of Detroit that are owned/have been owned by: APPL[CANT, PRQPERry QWNER_ and related entities 
(use a separate sheet if needed), IF GRANTED THE CLEARANCE WILL ONLY BE FOR THE ADDRESS ABOVE: 

19331 Canterbury 
I certify that the information above is true to the best of my knowledge and understand that providing false information may deem me, 
my company AND the owner of the property ineligible for BSEED permit, certificate or variance. 

Applicant Signature: ~ ~o/A,RJ, ,t4, Date: _8-_1_1_-2_0 _ 

Return this form to DAH via: Email: dah_cs@detroitmi.gov 
Fax: 313 224-7923 

Mail/In-Person: Department of Appeals & Hearings 
2 Woodward Ave., Suite 1004, Detroit, MI 48226 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SECTION - DAH STAFF ONLY 

] GRANTED Date/Time: August 11, 2020 12:06pm 

»y. _loo7to.at 
[] DENIED Reviewed by: Date/Time: _ 
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