
STAFF REPORT: 10-14-2020 MEETING             PREPARED BY: D. RIEDEN 
APPLICATION NUMBER: #20-6881 
ADDRESS: 14646 ARTESIAN 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: ROSEDALE PARK 
APPLICANT: GLEN MCCOY 
PROPERTY OWNER: GLEN MCCOY 
DATE OF PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE APPLICATION: 8/26/2020 
DATE OF STAFF SITE VISIT: 10/01/2020  
 ,  

SCOPE: INSTALLED REAR FENCE (WORK DONE WITHOUT PERMIT) 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The house located at 14646 Artesian Street was constructed in 1940. The two-story house centers the corner lot on 
Eaton and Artesian streets with the symmetrical building’s footprint roughly square, facing Artesian Street. A 
triangle-shaped pediment rests above the protruded brick and segmented stone-outlined entrance.  Two-story 
multiple-paned windows with white shutters dominate the front elevation. The solid red brick walls with narrow 
mortar joints create a solid material effect and offers a contrast in color to the white-colored trim. The existing 
condition of the backyard consists of an enclosed porch as an extension, a stand-alone garage with a concrete 
drive that faces Eaton St, and the already installed white, vinyl privacy fence with a latched gate to the public 
sidewalk.  This fence is 6 feet high and runs from the back porch to the garage.   The rest of the backyard is not 
visible from the public right-of-way, but also contains a chain-link dog-run enclosure behind the garage towards 
the rear side of the property. The majority of the surface area of both back and front yards is lawn with a tall tree 
by the garage, and foundation plantings and shrubs by the entrance.  
 

 
In June 2020, HDC Staff received a complaint from a neighbor regarding the construction of this fence.  Staff 
reviewed this case, found that a permit was not on record, and reported this violation to BSEED.  A BSEED 
inspector visited this residence gave a warning, allowing some time due to COVID-19 for this case to be resolved.   
HDC began to receive this application in August 2020.   Staff visited the site on October 1, 2020 to confirm site 
conditions upon receiving completed application materials.  
 
 

Site Photo 1 by Staff October 1, 2020 Site Photo 2 by Staff October 1, 2020 
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Aerial of Parcel 22084623, 14646 Artesian, Detroit MI 

  
Figure 1 Staff-generated image 

 
PROPOSAL 
The current owner purchased the house in December 2019 and has compiled the following scope of work.  The 
following is a summation of their narrative:  
 

We replaced the four-foot chain-link fence with a six-foot white vinyl fence,...  we built a dog-run enclosure 

Location of fence 



in the backyard with chain-link fence… We are new to the area as of December 2019 and were not aware a 
permit was needed.  The inspector visited in June 2020 after the fence was installed.  He explained, due to 
the pandemic COVID-19, that he would allow time to resolve this matter because the office was closed 
before issuing us a ticket.  We are reaching out to resolve this issue and hoping for a proper resolution. 

 
Detailed Scope of Work 
 

A. Fence Installation: Rear Yard 
• 6’ ft high white vinyl panel privacy fence and gate installed from rear-enclosed porch to garage. Approx 

20 ft in length.   
  
STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH 
 Staff received a plan view of the project with some mistakes on the location of the vinyl fence and 

requested an accurate plan.  Staff also provided the applicant information on recommended fence literature 
upon receiving the initial application request.  

 Staff visited the site on October 1, 2020, with a clear view of the vinyl fence but no clear view to the 
backyard’s interior due to the panel privacy construction of the fence and its height on slightly elevated 
location from the public sidewalk. 

 The run of the fence-line is flush with the façade of the garage and corners approximately 6 inches to meet 
the back porch’s rear corner. 

 The attached photos from the site visit and provided from the applicant shows both the vinyl fence and 
chain-link installation in the backyard.  
 

ISSUES 
 While the scale, design and color of the installed fence does not present conflict with the elements of 

design of the Rosedale Historic District, the vinyl material and the public location of the this material 
along the public sidewalk with its corner lot visibility does present a conflict that challenges and removes 
distinctive features of the property. 

 The Historic District Commission removed vinyl fencing from their guidelines and staff approvable scope 
at the July 24, 2019 Special Meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
 

The Historic District Commission has determined that vinyl is not an appropriate material for historic districts. 
Therefore, staff recommends denial of the fence as constructed, as it does not meet the Secretary of Interior 
Standards for Rehabilitation, especially Standard: 

9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with 
the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

  











The applicant’s drawing below does not show the accurate location of this vinyl fence. Staff requested 
an updated version, but the applicant did not supply one by the time of this report.  (Please see staff 
report, page 2, for location of vinyl fence.) 
:  

  
 



APPLICANT PHOTOS: 14646 Artesian, Detroit, MI 
 
 

 
West/ Front Elevation 

 

  

East/ Rear Elevation 

  



APPLICANT PHOTOS: 14646 Artesian, Detroit, MI 
 
 

 

South/ Right Elevation 

 

 

North/ Left Elevation 



APPLICANT PHOTOS: 14646 Artesian, Detroit, MI 
 
 

 

North Elevation (Eaton St View) Vinyl Fence  

 

 

North Elevation (Eaton St View) Vinyl Fence  



APPLICANT PHOTOS: 14646 Artesian, Detroit, MI 
 
 

 

 

East Elevation – Backyard intertior, Vinyl Fence  

 

 

Backyard Dog Run 
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