
STAFF REPORT 09-09-2020 REGULAR MEETING                  PREPARED BY: A. PHILLIPS  
APPLICATION NUMBER: 20-6827 
ADDRESS: 220 W. CONGRESS STREET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: FINANCIAL DISTRICT 
APPLICANT: KAYLA CRIST, SIGNS BY CRANNIE 
PROPERTY OWNER: 220 W. CONGRESS LLC  
DATE PROVISIONALLY COMPLETE: 08-04-2020 
STAFF SITE VISIT: 08-27-2020 
 
SCOPE: INSTALL A NEW SIGN AT FRONT ELEVATION 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The building located at 220 W Congress Street is a 5-story commercial structure originally constructed as a glove factory in the 
early 1900s. According to the Sanborn Maps, the building is constructed with steel columns and enclosed with brick and block. 
There have been multiple interior and exterior renovations to the building. As it exists today, the south façade (front) of the 
building is clad in metal panels with dark-tinted fixed ribbon windows. At the east and west edges of the façade exists a 
painted panelized cladding system with a stucco-like finish. This finish wraps the corner of the building and extends on a little 
less than half of the west façade (alley side). The remaining portion of the west façade, the north façade (rear), and the rear 
portion of the east facade is comprised of unpainted brick. The front portion of the east façade abuts the adjacent building and 
is not visible. The building has recently gone through a major rehabilitation including, but not limited to, painting, window 
replacement, modification of the ground-floor storefronts and leveling of the former ramp located directly adjacent to the 
building on the west elevation per the Notice to Proceed issued at the August 14, 2019 meeting. 
 

 
Photo taken by HDC staff – August 27, 2020  

 
PROPOSAL 
With the current proposal, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s approval to install a new sign at the upper portion of 
the front facade per the attached drawings and application. Included in the proposal are the following scope items: 



• “Venture X” letters and logo to be 3.5” deep, internally illuminated channel letters with black aluminum 
returns/backers. The individual letters are to be flush mounted with 3/16” white acrylic sign faces with translucent 
vinyl overlays. The vinyl overlays of the “Venture X” letters is to be dark gray in color while the vinyl overlay of the 
logo is to be yellow in color.   

• Directly beneath the “Venture X” channel letters will be non-illuminated, aluminum letters reading “the future of 
workspace” 

 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS & RESEARCH 

• Financial District Historic District was designated in 2011. 
 
ISSUES 

• None at this time. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
It is staff’s opinion that the work included in this application retains and preserves the historic character of the building, its site, 
and setting. Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness as the proposed work 
meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
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(810)487-0000 

 

Venture X – 220 W. Congress, Detroit MI 

We are looking to install a channel Letter / non illuminated letter sign from Sign A Rama in Troy 
/ Metro Detroit on the top of the fascia area of this large building on Congress in Detroit. 

 

Construction – “Venture X letters and logo”. Aluminum fabricated face lit LED illuminated 
channel letters. The Logo will have translucent yellow vinyl graphics. The “Venture X” letters to have 
perforated dark gray vinyl graphics to illuminate white at night. 

“The future of workspace” letters to be non illuminated routed aluminum letters. 

 

Existing building conditions – The façade area where the sign installs is ACM panel over dens glass with 
steel studs. 

 

Installation –  

 We have contacted Traffic Management Inc. for traffic control at the time of installation. This 
will include a traffic control plan from traffic engineering. This also includes a traffic controller / 
flagger, traffic control trucks, (1) FAS arrowboard and any other needed traffic control devices 
and / or cones, signs, and barricades to setup a standard single lane closure per MUTCD. 

 Illuminated letters “Venture X” will be through bolted at securely at the time of installation. 
Electrical / power supplies will be located behind the wall per NEC Code. 

 Non Illuminated letters will be installed using studs and silicone securely to the façade. 



CLIENT APPROVAL: By signing this proof I approve the size, quantity, spelling, color(s), & overall design. I understand that I am 100% responsible for any additonal changes to my order after the date indicated on my approval.

SALES: Renee W | renee@michigansignshops.com

DRAWING: Marissa D.

CREATED: 08/29/2019 REVISED: 07/23/2020

248-585-6880 | michigansignshops.com | 1017 Naughton Dr. Troy, MI 48083

111 SF

Troy / Metro Detroit

DETAILS
3.5" Deep Internally Illuminated Channel Letters with Custom Capsule
- Flush Mounted
- Black Aluminum Returns / Backers
- 1" Trimcap, Color: TBD
- 3/16" White Acrylic Sign Faces with Translucent Vinyl Overlay
  Color: PANTONE Cool Gray 11 CPANTONE 108 C

LOCATION
220 E Congress

Detroit, MI
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AN ARTIST REPRESENTATION - Image is for illustration purposes only.  Objects in reality may be larger or smaller than depicted.
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