Voigt Park
Boston-Edison Historic District

Historic Landscape Report
Voigt Park Neighborhood Block Club

Appendix 1, pages 31-32
Conveyance of Boulevards and Voigt Park to City of Detroit 1902
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This is the section that restricts the parks and parkways (boulevards)
to decorative purposes
only. _
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The section says:

The said grantor reserves to itself or its assigns, the reversionary
interest in the streets, alleys, parks and parkways, hereon shown [in a
plat map]. In the event of said park or parkways being used for other
than park or ornamental purposes, the said park or parkways shall be
vacated by such use and its reversion be operative.

(from Page 6, VPNBC Historic Landscape Report - Preface)

Decorative green space is one of the defining characteristics of the Boston-Edison Historic
District. A key feature of historic landscape is not just the landscape itself but its relationship to
the buildings that surround it. In the Boston-Edison Historic District, the historic houses face
immediately on the green spaces, both the boulevards and Voigt Park, creating a unified spatial
neighborhood environment of houses and landscape. The historic neighborhood is the totality of

boulevards, parks, and houses. No one piece stands alone and apart.

Voigt Park is a key element of the historic decorative landscape in the Boston-Edison

Historic District.

The City of Detroit designation of the Boston-Edison Historic District encompasses all elements
of the neighborhood, including all historic homes and structures and all landscapes. The City
ordinance establishing historic districts designates that the governing principles in historic
districts shall be The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation! as issued by the
National Park Service (Detroit City Code Section 21-2-73). The historic landscape features are

subject to the Standards, just as the historic houses are. Historic preservation of one requires



the historic preservation of both. The Detroit Historic District Commission (HDC) administers

the City historic ordinance with respect to the Standards.

The U. S. Secretary of the Interior (SOI), National Park Service has issued Preservation Brief 36

“Protecting Cultural Landscapes”.? The Brief applies The Secretary of the Interior's Standards to

cultural and historic landscapes. SOI also has issued “Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic

Landscapes™?¥ for applying the Standards more specifically to historic landscapes.

As Voigt Park is in the Boston-Edison Historic District, any proposed work in the Voigt
Park landscape will have to be approved by the Detroit Historic District Commission in

accordance with the Standards and the Guidelines.

Preservation Brief 36 calls for a Historic Landscape Report for guiding and planning historic

preservation of landscapes. In the SOI framework, a Historic Landscape Report includes
« adescription of the historic landscape,
«  an assessment of the existing condition of the landscape, and

«  apreservation treatment plan for the landscape.

Also, an interesting caveat in the Detroit City Council Journal: MARCH 10, 1908 P. 266 AND p. 302
From the Corporation Counsel: To the Honorable the Common Council: Gentlemen |
send herewith a deed received from WW Hannan Esq dated January 10 1908 from
Edward Voigt and Mary R Voigt his wife and the Detroit Real Estate & Investment
Company Limited, a partnership association and the Union Trust Company a corporation,
all of Detroit Wayne County Michigan to the City of Detroit conveying to the use of the
public all park ways or ornamental grounds and Voigt Park as shown in the plat of Voigt
Park subdivision of EW Voigt's subdivision of the Voigt Park Farm of quarter section 36
10,000 acre tract recorded in Liber 22 of plats at page 94 Wayne County Records. The
deed is given to correct the dedication on said plat by supplying the omission from the said
dedication of the said Voigt Park and parkways or ornamental grounds. | have indorsed

said deed as correct in form and execution The City Engineer certifies to the correctness
of the description Yours respectfully DENTON GUINNESS Asst Corporation Counsel
(The original plat from which Jim took the snippet only dedicated "streets and alleys" for public use and forgot

to mention the park and parkways.)



