
2 WOODWARD, SUITE 808 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 

CITY OF DETROIT PHONE 313-224-6536 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION FAX 313-224-1310 

May 18, 2021 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

Mr. Gary Brownell 
2108 Burns 
Detroit, MI 48214 

RE: Application Number 21-7212; 2108 Burns; Indian Village Historic District 

Dear Mr. Brownell: 

At the regular scheduled meeting held virtually on May 12, 2021, the Detroit Historic District Commission 
(“Commission”) reviewed the above-referenced application for building permit. Pursuant to Section 5(10) 
of the Michigan Local Historic District Act, as amended, being MCL 399.205, MSA 5-3407(5)(10) and 
Section 21-2-73 of the 2019 Detroit City Code; the Commission has reviewed the above-referenced 
application for building permit and hereby issues a Certificate of Appropriateness, which is effective as of 
May 18, 2021.  

The following proposed work meets the defined elements of design for the historic district and the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and guidelines for rehabilitating historic buildings (36 CFR Part 67). 

Per the attached documents, the project consists of the following components: 
• Install new patio with attached hot tub and fireplace
• Install new pool with cabana and sunken lounge
• Install landscape plantings, walking path and patio
• Construct 2 parking space, parking lot with driveway
• Construct new conservatory building, also called “four seasons room”
• Construct carriage house with garage

With the following conditions:
• The existing paint color violation of the house will be addressed with a proposed plan, approvable by

HDC Staff, to include final color choices for the new buildings that complement the main house, other
than white.

• A landscape plan that achieves Historic District and code guidelines, planting variety and maintains
sightlines, particularly along Burns and Kercheval, subject to HDC Staff approval.

Please retain this COA for your files. You should now proceed to obtain a building permit from the City of 
Detroit Buildings, Safety, Engineering and Environmental Department. It is important to note that approval by 
the Detroit Historic District Commission does not waive the applicant's responsibility to comply with any 
other applicable ordinances or statutes.    

For the Commission: 

Daniel Rieden 
Staff 
Detroit Historic District Commission 



HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

City of Detroit - Planning & Development Department
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 808
Detroit, Michigan 48226

PROJECT REVIEW REQUEST
Date:_______________________

Photographs of ALL sides of existing building or site

Detailed photographs of location of proposed work 
(photographs to show existing condition(s), design, color, & material)

Detailed scope of work (formatted as bulleted list)

Description of existing conditions (including materials and design)

Brochure/cut sheets for proposed replacement material(s) and/or product(s), as applicable

Description of project (if replacing any existing material(s), include an explanation as to why 
replacement--rather than repair--of existing and/or construction of new is required)

NOTE:
Based on the scope of work, 
additional documentation may 
be required.

See www.detroitmi.gov/hdc for
scope-specific requirements.

SUBMIT COMPLETED REQUESTS TO HDC@DETROITMI.GOV
Upon receipt of this documentation, staff will review and inform you of the next steps toward obtaining your building permit from the 
Buildings, Safety Engineering and Environmental Department (BSEED) to perform the work.

NAME:___________________________________  COMPANY NAME:______________________________________

ADDRESS:_______________________________ CITY:________________ STATE:_________ ZIP:______________

PHONE:_____________________ MOBILE:_________________________ EMAIL:____________________________

Property Owner/
Homeowner Contractor Tenant or

Business Occupant
Architect/Engineer/
Consultant

APPLICANT IDENTIFICATION

Please attach the following documentation to your request:

PROJECT REVIEW REQUEST CHECKLIST

*PLEASE KEEP FILE SIZE OF ENTIRE SUBMISSION UNDER 30MB*

PROPERTY INFORMATION
ADDRESS:____________________________________________  AKA:______________________________________

HISTORIC DISTRICT:______________________________________________________________________________

SCOPE OF WORK: Windows/
Doors

Roof/Gutters/
Chimney

Porch/
Deck

AdditionDemolition
New
Construction

Landscape/Fence/
Tree/Park

General
Rehab

Other:_____________________________

(Check ALL that apply)

Completed Building Permit Application (highlighted portions only)

ePLANS Permit Number (only applicable if you’ve already applied 
for permits through ePLANS)

THIS IS A 3-PAGE FORM - ALL INFORMATION IS REQUIRED FOR PROJECT REVIEW

4/15/2020

2108 Burns n/a

Indian Village

✔ ✔ ✔

✔

✔

Gary Brownell

2108 Burns

x

x

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔



P2 - BUILDING PERMIT

P2 - BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION

Date:

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Address: Floor: Suite#: Stories:

AKA: Lot(s): Subdivision:

Parcel ID#(s): Total Acres: Lot Width: Lot Depth:

Current Legal Use of Property: Proposed Use:

Are there any existing buildings or structures on this parcel? Yes No

PROJECT INFORMATION
Permit Type: New Alteration Demolition Correct Violations

Foundation Only Temporary UseChange of Use Other:

Revision to Original Permit #: (Original permit has been issued and is active)

Description of Work (Describe in detail proposed work and use of property, attach work list)

Included Improvements (Check all applicable; these trade areas require separate permit applications)

HVAC/Mechanical PlumbingElectrical Fire Sprinkler System

Other: Size of Structure to be Demolished (LxWxH) cubic ft.

Construction involves changes to the floor plan? Yes No

MBC use change No MBC use change

Fire Alarm

Structure Type
New Building Existing Structure Tenant Space Garage/Accessory Building

Type of Construction (per current MI Bldg Code Table 601)Use Group:

Estimated Cost of Construction $
By Contractor By Department

$

Structure Use
Residential-Number of Units:

Commercial-Gross Floor Area:

Office-Gross Floor Area

Institutional-Gross Floor Area Other-Gross Floor Area

Industrial-Gross Floor Area

List materials to be stored in the building:Proposed No. of Employees:

PLOT PLAN SHALL BE submitted on separate sheets and shall show all easements and measurements 
(must be correct and in detail). SHOW ALL streets abutting lot, indicate front of lot, show all buildings, 
existing and proposed distances to lot lines. (Building Permit Application Continues on Next Page)

For Building Department Use Only

Intake By: Date: Fees Due:

Other: Date: Notes:

Zoning: Date: Notes:

Structural: Date: Notes:

Revised Cost (revised permit applications only) Old $ New $

Lots Combined? Yes No (attach zoning clearance)

Zoning District: Zoning Grant(s):

Permit#: Date Permit Issued: Permit Cost: $

Current Legal Land Use: Proposed Use:

Permit Description:

Pe
rm

it 
#:

Page 1 of 2

Addition

(e.g. interior demolition or construction to new walls)

NoDngBld?

4/15/2020

2108 Burns

n/a

17006165-17006167 .80 200' 172'
Single Family Residential Single Family Residential

■ ■

1. Four Seasons Room 2. New Patio 3. Carriage House/Garage 4. New Pool 5. Landscaping Plan 6. Removal of Existing Garage

2500

500,000



P2 - BUILDING PERMIT

IDENTIFICATION (All Fields Required)
Property Owner/Homeowner Property Owner/Homeowner is Permit Applicant

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Driver’s License #:

Contractor Contractor is Permit Applicant

Representative Name:

Company Name:

City: State: Zip:

Mobile:

Email:

Company Name:

City: State: Zip:Address:

Phone: Mobile: Email:

City of Detroit License #:

TENANT OR BUSINESS OCCUPANT Tenant is Permit Applicant

Name: Phone: Email:

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER/CONSULTANT Architect/Engineer/Consultant is Permit Applicant

Name: State Registration#: Expiration Date:

City: State: Zip:Address:

Phone: Mobile: Email:

HOMEOWNER AFFIDAVIT  (Only required for residential permits obtained by homeowner.)

I hereby certify that I am the legal owner and occupant of the subject property and the work described 
on this permit application shall be completed by me. I am familiar with the applicable codes and 
requirements of the City of Detroit and take full responsibility for all code compliance, fees and 
inspections related to the installation/work herein described. I shall neither hire nor sub-contract to any 
other person, firm or corporation any portion of the work covered by this building permit.

Date:Print Name: Signature:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 20 A.D. County, Michigan

Signature: My Commission Expires:

PERMIT APPLICANT SIGNATURE

I hereby certify that the information on this application is true and correct. I have reviewed all deed 
restrictions that may apply to this construction and am aware of my responsibility thereunder. I 
certify that the proposed work is authorized by the owner of the record and I have been authorized 
to make this application as the property owner(s) authorized agent. Further I agree to conform to 
all applicable laws and ordinances of jurisdiction. I am aware that a permit will expire when no 
inspections are requested and conducted within 180 days of the date of issuance or the date of 
the previous inspection and that expired permits cannot be

Driver’s License #: Expiration:

Date:Print Name: Signature:

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of 20 A.D. County, Michigan

Signature: My Commission Expires:

Section 23a of the state construction code act of 1972, 1972PA230, MCL 125.1523A, 
prohibits a person from conspiring to circumvent the licensing requirements of this 

state relating to persons who are to perform work on a residential building or a 
residential structure. Visitors of Section 23a are subject to civil fines.

Page 2 of 2

(Homeowner)

(Notary Public)

(Permit Applicant)

(Notary Public)

This application can also be completed online. Visit detroitmi.gov/bseed/elaps for more information.

Gary Brownell

2108 Burns

B654271760633

Kevin Adkins 1301053912 10/2021

8539 Lawrence Ave Ypsilanti MI 48197

734-646-5934 734-646-5934 kevin@adroomarch.com

Gary Brownell 4/19/2021

734-934-1383 734-934-1383

gsb2120@gmail.com

Detroit MI 48214



2108 Burns Executive Summary 
  
The summary below gives a brief overview of the main elements of our master plan for our residence at 
2108 Burns. We have made substantial efforts to include as much detail as we could on subsequent 
pages for each change and also to ensure the plan highlights and conforms to the historical details of the 
Indian Village Neighborhood.  Our aim from the beginning of this process has been to create a vision and 
plan for our next 50 years in this neighborhood.  
  
The project will have five main parts:  
 
1. Four seasons room 
2. New patio with attached hot tub and fireplace 
3. Carriage house with garage (and elimination of existing garage) 
4. Pool with cabana and sunken lounge 
5. The landscaping encompassing the entire project 
  
The concept of the Four Seasons Room came about when we were initially brainstorming design ideas 
on how to maximize our time spent outside and in our yard that we love so much. This space will have a 
built-in kitchen and bar area, but otherwise will be a largely open space. We are planning to have large 
glass doors that will open completely to allow for a breezy atmosphere and for us/guests to be able to 
move freely between the space and yard. We unfortunately had to remove a dying giant oak tree from the 
yard last year and we are currently in the process of drying a live-edge slab from that tree to act as a 
large dining table, paying homage to the tree in the room. As a custom touch to leave our mark on the 
property in a unique way, we’ve also chosen the angle of both this building and the carriage house to be 
the same degree slope as the line between Tucson and Detroit, which are where Gabby and I grew up. 
 
Our current entry area has stairs and a brick wall that cuts off access to the yard. We’re looking to 
reconfigure this by building out a raised patio matching the height of the entryway and expands out into 
the yard. The new patio area will also have an outdoor fireplace and built-in hot tub, for a space to enjoy 
during those colder months too. 
 
Because the current garage will need to be razed, we wanted to include a new garage option in the plans. 
Our grandmother lives with us but is getting older, the stairs getting harder for her to navigate, so we also 
wanted to include a small “in-law suite” that does not have stairs in case we need that option in the future. 
We’ve styled this apartment and garage combo to resemble classic carriage houses, while still 
incorporating the spaces needed.  
 
The pool itself will be fairly standard and will not have a deep end as we will likely be using the pool for 
casual enjoyment. We’ll have a cabana-styled, open-aired structure at one end to allow for a covered 
area to sit and relax poolside. On the wall facing the fence, we’ll also include an outdoor shower. We also 
wanted to incorporate a seating area on the other end of the pool, which we are calling the sunken 
lounge. This lounge is meant to be a dry space for lounging and will include an electric fire pit in the 
middle.  
 
All sections of the project will be wrapped around and tied together by a master landscaping plan which 
includes both extensive plantings and hardscaping. 
 
Thank you all so much for your time and consideration on this project. We love the neighborhood and 
very much look forward to building something that we and our neighbors can all be proud of. 
 
Gary Brownell 
Gabby Brown 
2108 Burns 
 



2108 Burns Avenue Detroit, Michigan 48214
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
MAY 12, 2021

2108 BURNS AVENUE

The City of Detroit Historic District Commission Hearing
for new structures and landscaping at:

2108 Burns Avenue
Detroit, MI 48214

Three lots at the northeast corner of Burns Avenue & Kercheval
Avenue

Property Owners:
Gary Brownell & Gabby Brown

Architect:
ad| |ROOM architecture + design
kevin@adroomarch.com

Project Description:
The proposed project includes no work to the existing residence.
Removal of an existing two car garage is included with this 
application. The garage is in disrepair and has structural damage 
due to a tree growing into the side of it, and years of water 
damage. 
To the east of the existing residence, a new one story, 693 SF, 
Four Season Room, is proposed.
Near the east property line, a new one story, 1,144 SF, Carriage 
House is proposed which consists of a two car garage nearest 
Kercheval Avenue, and an in-law suite on the rear yard side. 
Near the center of the rear yard, a new 270 SF open-air Cabana is 
proposed adjacent to a new in-ground pool. 

Zoning = R1H

Lot size = 172.3’ x 200’ = 34,460 SF

Existing residence (no work) footprint = 1,092 SF



Existing photos
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
MAY 12, 2021

2108 BURNS AVENUE



Existing photos
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
MAY 12, 2021

2108 BURNS AVENUE



Birds eye view from the south
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Birds eye view from the north
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Existing view from Kercheval Avenue
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Proposed view from Kercheval Avenue
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Existing view from rear yard / Burns Avenue
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Proposed view from rear yard / Burns Avenue
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



Proposed view from rear yard
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



EXISTING CANOPY & PRECEDENT IMAGES
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2108 BURNS AVENUE

Existing Canopy at Entry Door Precedent Images



POOL SIDE GABLE END PRECEDENT IMAGES
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



























STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



STAINED CEDAR SIDING - PAINTED BRICK & STUCCO
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2108 BURNS AVENUE



PAINT COLORS C:4 & B:19
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2108 BURNS AVENUE
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HARDSCAPE & WALKING PATH
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2108 BURNS AVENUE

decomposed granite walking path with stabilizer thermal cut bluestone hardscape



ANDERSEN 100 SERIES WINDOWS
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2108 BURNS AVENUE
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ANDERSEN E SERIES PATIO DOORS
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2108 BURNS AVENUE
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ANDERSEN BIG DOORS MULTIGLIDE DOORS
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2108 BURNS AVENUE
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VELUX ELECTRIC VENTING SLYLIGHTS
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2108 BURNS AVENUE
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CLOPAY CANYON RIDGE GARAGE DOOR
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2108 BURNS AVENUE
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1885 Baker Rd. 
Dexter MI 48130
(734) 426-6600
lotusgardenscapes.com

SHEET:

Sh-1

DRAWN BY:

DATE:

PROJECT

ADDRESS:

PURPOSE:

Traven Pelletier & Nicole 
Lloyd

 

Brown Landscape

Concept

2108 Burns Avenue
Detroit, MI 48214
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