
DHDC 22-7802 
A P P R O V A L  D O C U M E N T  –  P O S T  A T  W O R K  L O C A T I O N 

 
CITY OF DETROIT           2 WOODWARD, SUITE 808 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION         DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 
 
05/17/2022 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 
Dr. Devon Hoover 
150 West Boston 
Detroit, MI  48202 
 
RE: Application Number 22-7802; 150 W. Boston; Boston-Edison Historic District 

Project Scope: Erect Greenhouse 
  
Dear Applicant, 
 
At the Regular Meeting that was held on May 11, 2022 the Detroit Historic District Commission (“DHDC”) 
reviewed the above-referenced application. Pursuant to Section 5(1) of the Michigan Local Historic District Act, as 
amended, being MCL 399.205 (1) and Sections 21-2-73/21-2-78 of the 2019 Detroit City Code; the DHDC hereby 
issues a Certificate of Appropriateness (“COA”) for the following work, effective on May 17, 2022 as it meets the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and the district’s Elements of Design: 
 
Erect greenhouse per submitted drawings, documents, and narrative. 
 
Please retain this COA for your files and post it at the subject property until work is complete. It is important to note 
that approval by the DHDC does not waive the applicant's responsibility to comply with any other applicable 
ordinances or statutes.  If you have any questions regarding the foregoing, please contact staff at 313-224-1762 or 
hdc@detroitmi.gov. 
 
For the Commission: 
 

  
Garrick B. Landsberg, Director 
Detroit Historic District Commission 
 









HOOVER RESIDENCE - GREENHOUSE 
150 WEST BOSTON, DETROIT Ml 
PROJECT SUMMARY STATEMENT 

March 28, 2022 

CLEANING - FINAL 
Clean/ power wash all surfaces and glass - interior / exterior 

CONSTRUCTION UTILITIES 
Install new underground lines for: Sanitary to catch basin/ water lines from carriage house to 
greenhouse/ electrical and spare conduit from carriage house to greenhouse/ drain line 
at sidewalk to new sanitary line 

DEMOLITION/ LANDSCAPE REMOVALS 
Remove existing greenhouse wall and foundations - based on poured walls 
Remove tree at corner of fence for access 

EXCAVATION/ BACKFILL 
Prepare ground for new concrete interior slab 
Install temporary mattes for construction equipment 
New foundation excavation/ backfill/ rough grade 

EXTERIOR VENEER & CAULKING 
New plaster texture finish to match house - Color matched 

FLATWORK - CONCRETE 
Provide and install foundation slab insulation - 2' horizontal and vertical 
Install new greenhouse decorative grate system in center of greenhouse - supplied by others 
Install new 4" concrete slab with necessary base and prep work 

FOUNDATIONS 
New spread footing and poured walls per plans and knee walls as outlined with insulation 

in between concrete section 

GREENHOUSE - Requirements 
Provide ladders and scaffolding as outlined 
Provide labor and equipment to unload system 

GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS 
Provided and installed by greenhouse team 

HVAC - Hot Water In Slab System 
Provide and install new boiler/ hot water heater for greenhouse - installed in carriage house 
Includes all tubing/ manifolds/ control systems/ pumps and thermostat 
Provide and install new gas line to boiler 
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LANDSCAPING/ IRRIGATION 

All landscaping items to be relocated/reinstalled/new soft scaping and irrigation 
Restoration of all affected areas during construction 

PLUMBING - ROUGH MATERIAL AND LABOR 
Rough and finish plumbing for new sink/ faucet 
Install (2) hose bibbs 
Install drain lines from center of greenhouse to catch basin on west side of property 
Clean and adjust clean out on side of carriage house/ tie into new drain line 

STONE PAVERS & COPINGS 
Provide and install Cercan stone cap with eased inside finish edge - about 101 lnft 
Provide and install Unilock Copthorne pavers - final details to be determined - about 660 sqft (inside only) 
Stone paving to be mortar set 
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Devon Hoover- 150 West Boston Boulevard Detroit 

 

Description of Existing Conditions 

The previous greenhouse was torn down over 50 years ago, exposing the foundation to the elements. 

Trees and debris are now growing in those cracks and structurally it is not sound. Therefore, the project 

requires a new foundation to receive the new Greenhouse.  

 

Description of Project 

Since purchasing the house twelve years ago, I have dreamed of restoring the original Greenhouse that 

was destroyed over 50 years ago. I have chosen for this proposed Greenhouse, the English Conservatory 

Company, Alitex. They have experience constructing Greenhouses for over 65 years and have a 

partnership with the British National Trust, which manages Historic Estates. The reason I am replacing 

rather than repairing, is that when they removed the glass and steel structure decades ago, it left the 

foundation exposed to the elements. The entire foundation is cracked, crumbling, and heaving. It is not 

usable for a replacement structure.  

 

Detail Scope of Proposed Work 

• Location: Same spot as previous Greenhouse, alongside the Carriage House. Specifically, the 

Northwest corner of the property. 

• Size of the Greenhouse: The footprint is 33’-4” x 15’-9”, overall height to the ridge is 13’-5”. 

Please see attached print from Alitex. 

• We will be replacing the old foundation with a new footprint 

• It will be a poured formed cement wall, same as the original foundation, and will be coated with 

the same stucco, in the same color as the Carriage House. 

• The top of the walls will be capped in blue stone. 

• The new glass structure from Alitex, will then cap the foundation. 

• The floor will be done out of bricks set in a herringbone pattern. 

• The Greenhouse will include a stainless-steel freestanding sink for washing pots and providing 

water. 

• At the two (2) entrances of the Greenhouse, there will be a walkway of blue stone pavers.  
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This drawi ng is cop yrigh t and the prop erty of Alitex Limited. It must not be copied (in whole or in part), used for manufacture or otherwise disclosed without prior written consent of the company. Any copes of this drawing made by any method must also Incdude a copy of this legend. @ Alitex Limited 2021. 
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DIMENSIONS IN MILLIMETRES (Imperial In Brackets) 
PLEASE SEE SEPERATE GROUND PLAN NOTES DOCUMENT. 
TOLERANCE: + OR- 1/4", EXCEPT AT DOORWAY, 
230mm (9 1/16") - Nominal dimension, wall should be 

Solld with header course. 
102mm (4) - Nominal dimension, single course wall 

Coldframes & Internal Planters Only. 
The dimensions shown on this drawing are those of the required base wall. As our structures are manufactured 
to accommodate these dimensions the completed base MUST correspond exactly (by steel tape measure) to the 
measurements on this drawing. If the base wall Is incorrect in any way, the expense of alterations and delay 
In installation etc., are the responslblllty of the builder and/or the customer. 
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This drawing is copyright and the property of Alitex Limited. It must not be copled (in whole or in part), used for manufacture or otherwise disclosed without prior written consent of the company. Any copies of this drawing made by any method must also indude a copy of this legend. Alitex Limited 2021. 
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The dimensions shown on this drawing are those of the required base wall. As our structures are manufactured 
to accommodate these dimensions the completed base MUST correspond exactly (by steel tape measure) to the 
measurements on this drawing. If the base wall Is incorrect in any way, the expense of alterations and delay 
in installation etc., are the responsibility of the bullder and/or the customer. 
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