
·1· · · · · · · · · · · · ·CITY OF DETROIT

·2· · · · · · · · · BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS

·3

·4 BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

·5 EVA GARZA DEWAELSCHE, Chairperson, At-Large

·6 LINDA D. BERNARD, Commissioner, District 2

·7 ROBERT JONES, Commissioner, At-Large

·8

·9 ALSO PRESENT:

10 LYDIA GARNIER, Board Secretary

11 JONYA UNDERWOOD, Administrative Specialist

12 ARNOLD WILLIAMS, Deputy Chief

13 ANGELIA ROSS-COLLINS, Chaplain (via Zoom)

14

15

16· · · · · · · · MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 11, 2025

17· · · A public hearing of the City of Detroit Board of Police

18· · · Commissioners was called for 6:30 PM on Thursday, December

19· · · 11, 2025, at the Downtown Services WCCCD Curtis L. Ivery

20· · · Campus, 1001 West Fort Street, Detroit, Michigan 48226.

21

22

23

24 Reported By:· · · · · · · · · Jessica R. Brown, CER - 7230

25· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Certified Electronic Reporter



·1· · · · · · ·Detroit, Michigan

·2· · · · · · ·Thursday, December 11, 2025 - 6:30 PM

·3· · · · · · · · · ·*· · · · ·*· · · · ·*

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Good evening,

·5· ·everyone.· Welcome to our December 11th Board of Police

·6· ·Commissioners meeting.· We're here at Downtown Services

·7· ·Wayne County Community College District Curtis Ivery

·8· ·Building.· Welcome to everyone here today and we thank

·9· ·WC3D for hosting us this evening.

10· · · · · · ·We do not have a quorum, so I'm going to ask

11· ·first if we could have the invocation by Chaplain Angelia

12· ·Ross-Collins who will be on Zoom.· Chaplain?

13· · · · · · ·CHAPLAIN ROSS-COLLINS:· Thank you for having me

14· ·this evening.· Let us pray.· Father God, we come to your

15· ·throne of grace on today.· Oh God, thank you for another

16· ·day in the land of the living.· We pray, oh Father God,

17· ·that you will oversee this meeting, oh Father God.· That

18· ·you will bind up anything that is not of you, oh Father

19· ·God, and that everything shall go smoothly, oh Father

20· ·God.· We ask right now, Father God, that the things that

21· ·are going forth are for a change in the community.

22· ·Because your word says, oh Father God, that the people

23· ·will -- we lack for -- lack a purpose, oh Father God.· So

24· ·let us have the vision, oh God, and make the vision

25· ·plain, oh Father God.· Let us come together collectively,



·1· ·oh Father God, in order that everything that is done,

·2· ·everything that is said on today, in collective words,

·3· ·will be for the good of the community and for the good of

·4· ·your glory.· It is in your mighty and holy name that we

·5· ·pray, oh God.· Amen.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Amen.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · ·We're going to go directly to public comment

·8· ·and oral communications.· Just want to let everyone know

·9· ·that comments are limited to two minutes.· Inappropriate

10· ·language and comments may delete -- delay TV broadcasts

11· ·and video posts.· And we will go to the Zoom callers

12· ·after we have a public comment from those in attendance.

13· · · · · · ·Ms. Underwood, first speaker?

14· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· I did not receive any cards.

15· ·Is there anyone in the audience that would like to make a

16· ·comment before we go to Zoom?

17· · · · · · ·Madam Chair, we can go to Zoom.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Thank you.

19· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Our first caller will be caller

20· ·with the last three numbers, 4-8-2.

21· · · · · · ·MR. ROO:· What up doe?· Motor City Roo, Black

22· ·(indiscernible) Roo, Mr. Roo, Mr. Old West, Black Jesus,

23· ·Mr. Real.· City of Detroit is corrupt.· All y'all in

24· ·attendance, hear the sound of my voice, listen up.

25· ·Charmaine McCloud [sic] did not shoot herself.· She did



·1· ·not commit suicide.· She was murdered.· Shot by Charmaine

·2· ·McCloud.· Kaniesha Coleman, DPD case 20-11112 is not a

·3· ·suicide.· The Detroit Police Department's Homicide Unit

·4· ·is on straight B.S.· They've been covering it up.· And

·5· ·Janice M. Winfrey has been cheating in elections for

·6· ·years and years and years and years.· And that's my word.

·7· · · · · · ·Now, anybody got something to say, I ain't

·8· ·getting ready to run and hide and go nowhere.· I'm right

·9· ·here.· Come see me.· I'm going to tell you to your face

10· ·exactly what I just said.· Kaniesha didn't do it.

11· ·Charmaine did it.· Homicide Unit been covering up

12· ·murders.· Janice Winfrey been cheating in elections.· And

13· ·I ain't lying about sugar, honey, ice tea, my word.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Next speaker, please?

15· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Our next speaker will be this

16· ·caller with the last three digits, 0-9-3.

17· · · · · · ·MR. ROO:· Like I said, I ain't lying about

18· ·sugar, honey, ice tea.· My word is my bond.· I'm one hun-

19· ·--

20· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Excuse me.

21· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· I realized that was the same

22· ·caller, so I'm going on to the next caller.

23· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Thank you.

24· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Former Commissioner William

25· ·Davis.



·1· · · · · · ·FORMER COMMISSIONER DAVIS:· Good evening.· Can

·2· ·you hear me?

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Yes, we can.

·4· · · · · · ·FORMER COMMISSIONER DAVIS:· Okay.· It would be

·5· ·really great if there was more commissioners there.

·6· ·During the time that I was on, I never missed a meeting.

·7· ·I guess we need to make sure we encourage more of the

·8· ·commissioners that's currently there and the ones that's

·9· ·coming to try to make more meetings.

10· · · · · · ·In fact, I was -- I went to two different

11· ·parties today, a City of Detroit retiree party and the

12· ·party over in Northwest Activity Center for Mar- --

13· ·Councilwoman Mary Waters and Councilwoman Calloway.· And

14· ·there must've been a dozen people that still act like

15· ·they think I'm on the Board of Police Commissioners.

16· · · · · · ·I know a concern that was raised about the

17· ·Detroit Detention Center.· They were saying that the heat

18· ·is off.· Hopefully the heat system is working and we're

19· ·not endangering those people or opening ourselves back up

20· ·for one of the things that we were cited for before.· We

21· ·want to make sure that anybody that is being held at

22· ·least have heat.

23· · · · · · ·Also, I'd like to wish everybody happy holidays

24· ·and y'all have a great day.· That's all I need to say

25· ·today.· Y'all have a great day.



·1· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Thank you,

·2· ·Commissioner.· Same to you.

·3· · · · · · ·Next speaker, please?

·4· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Madam Chair, that is your last

·5· ·speaker.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Do we have anybody in

·7· ·the audience that would like to speak?

·8· · · · · · ·UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· (indiscernible) coming.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Okay.· Okay, no

10· ·problem.· No, they're getting cards.· She has some cards.

11· ·We'll make sure to call her up.· Mm-hmm.

12· · · · · · ·Next speaker?

13· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· So, the next speaker will be

14· ·Ms. Bernice Smith.

15· · · · · · ·MS. SMITH:· It's been a long time, me being at

16· ·this premises.· Well, look at here.· Hi, babe.· Good

17· ·seeing you.

18· · · · · · ·I'm Bernice Smith, Former Police Commissioner.

19· ·You guys were babies when I was -- in '73.· So, you were

20· ·babies, but I love my police department.· And I'm always

21· ·saying something about 'em, whether it's bad or good.

22· ·But now I would like -- did I leave my book -- I think I

23· ·left my book.· I'll just have to remember what I had to

24· ·say.

25· · · · · · ·It's the crime that we're enduring now, I don't



·1· ·like it.· And I know our police department is doing the

·2· ·best that they can.· But the parents, when I see them go

·3· ·to court, the com- -- the young men, I don't see any

·4· ·parents with them.· At least they don't show the parents.

·5· ·So, I'm wondering why that they're running a muck, in

·6· ·other words, as far as our city is concerned.

·7· · · · · · ·I do wanna -- should have my book out, I'm

·8· ·sorry.· I do wanna say this right quick.· I know my time

·9· ·is up just about, baby.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· No, go ahead.

11· · · · · · ·MS. SMITH:· We're living in a state -- state of

12· ·destruction.· Racial injustice is the black man's burden.

13· ·We must pray for our loved ones and peace, pray for love

14· ·and peace.· We must call workers with the God and also

15· ·with our police department.

16· · · · · · ·Now I'm not going to read all of it because

17· ·it's quite a bit, but I just want to let the public know

18· ·we have to do better in our city.· We have a wonderful

19· ·city.· I'm originally from Chicago, but they raising H

20· ·over there with the police.· But this is a city where

21· ·it's a family city.· That's one of the reasons why I came

22· ·here over 60 some years ago.· And it's just going berserk

23· ·as far as crime is concerned.· Why are our parents not

24· ·taking care and knowing where our children are?· I raised

25· ·five and I'm so proud of them.· I've got a banker and



·1· ·I've got a postmaster and I've got two sons that retired

·2· ·from Cadillac and Ford.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Thank you.· Thank you, Ms.

·4· ·Smith.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. SMITH:· But thank you so much for your

·6· ·time, but do better as far as this crime is concerned.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · ·Next speaker?

·9· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Our last speaker will be Mr.

10· ·Smith.

11· · · · · · ·MS. SMITH:· Be quiet.

12· · · · · · ·MR. SMITH:· I'm right here.

13· · · · · · ·MS. SMITH:· All right.· Take care of 'em.

14· · · · · · ·MR. SMITH:· Well, I'd like to refute the

15· ·statement that people don't know where their kids are.

16· ·I've got my kids right with me and I'm a millennial, so

17· ·I'll say that.

18· · · · · · ·MS. SMITH:· Control 'em.· Control 'em.

19· · · · · · ·MR. SMITH:· But I'd like to say that DPD needs

20· ·to do better with how to interact with children,

21· ·especially when it comes to young people, when it comes

22· ·to how they do interrogations, when it comes to how they

23· ·-- how you guys are approaching them at traffic stops.

24· · · · · · ·Also, D.C. Parish, I'm looking for that video

25· ·of the lady who was tased in the stomach -- tased in the



·1· ·stomach, who was pregnant.· Whenever you can get the

·2· ·video, I know you guys have access to it.· I'd love that

·3· ·video.· Commissioner Banks requested the video, so --

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Okay.· Through the

·5· ·Chair, please.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. SMITH:· Through the Chair, I'd like the

·7· ·video.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Okay.

·9· · · · · · ·MR. SMITH:· Also like to say, we have a lot of

10· ·issues in the city when it comes to the board not knowing

11· ·what's going on with the department using different

12· ·technology, ShotSpotter, this mobile van thing that's

13· ·doing surveil- -- get up -- doing surveillance, things

14· ·like that.· Also, we have so many different issues in the

15· ·department when it comes to complaints of force -- use of

16· ·force, unprofessionalism.

17· · · · · · ·I want to give a shout out to Lieutenant Rabior

18· ·for downtown services, and Sergeant Oravitz (phonetic).

19· ·I watched them on a traffic -- I watched them on a

20· ·traffic stop.· They did an excellent job.· That was an

21· ·off- -- that was a gentleman who tried to turn himself

22· ·in.· He paroled into a house that had no electricity.

23· ·And instead of arresting the man and criminalizing him,

24· ·Lieutenant Rabior made a call to the 3rd Precinct to get

25· ·him a ride to a different location that had power, which



·1· ·that was very wonderful.· I don't have many good things

·2· ·to say when it comes to interactions with officers, but

·3· ·that was a nice interaction.· I wanna say that.

·4· · · · · · ·But overall, we do need better oversight and we

·5· ·also need better actions from the department.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · ·Any other speakers?

·8· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Madam Chair, that was your last

·9· ·speaker.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Do we have anybody in

11· ·the audience that would like to speak?· Anybody in the

12· ·audience?· Just come on up and introduce yourself,

13· ·please.

14· · · · · · ·MS. UNDERWOOD:· Please state your name for the

15· ·record.

16· · · · · · ·MS. BEAL:· My name is Debra Beal (phonetic).

17· ·And the reason why I'm here is because my cell phone was

18· ·confiscated illegally by the 9th Precinct on October

19· ·30th, 2025.· I have been trying to get my cell phone back

20· ·for over -- since that day.· My son had my cell phone.  I

21· ·talked to Sergeant Anderson who took the cell phone

22· ·because my son would not make a statement.· He tried to

23· ·force him into making a statement.· And he said, if he

24· ·didn't, he would take his cell phone and go to have a

25· ·warrant.· I asked for the warrant.· He told me he didn't



·1· ·have to show it.· I then spoke to Lieutenant White.  I

·2· ·also went to the 9th Precinct today to talk to the

·3· ·Commander.· He refused to come out.· He said that he

·4· ·would give me a call to get an appointment.· I told his

·5· ·clerk I was there now.· Why couldn't he see me?· I had

·6· ·worked for the court for 36 years, so I knew that was

·7· ·just a way to get rid of me.· So, I'm very concerned

·8· ·about the way they conduct business.

·9· · · · · · ·They should not have seized my son's phone.· It

10· ·was a shooting that took place at Harpo's.· He was not

11· ·involved.· He was detained at the scene for four hours

12· ·and they let him go, but they took his cell phone because

13· ·he would not make a statement.· And I heard Sergeant

14· ·Anderson tell him, "Because you did not make a statement,

15· ·we're going to keep your cell phone."

16· · · · · · ·So, I need to know how we can get our cell

17· ·phone back.· I pay a bill every month.· Even though it

18· ·was in my son's possession, it is my cell phone.· I am

19· ·the leaseholder.· So, that's my concern.· And also, that

20· ·the Detroit police officers should not be forcing people

21· ·to make statements and then seizing their cell phones

22· ·based on the fact that they won't make a statement.· Even

23· ·though I told the officer on the scene that they do have

24· ·a right to remain silent and anything they say can and

25· ·will be used against them.· And once they had my son in



·1· ·the car, all he did, he said he spelled L-A-W-Y-E-R,

·2· ·lawyer.· And he didn't have anything else to say to 'em.

·3· ·You know, other than, you know, young people get smart

·4· ·with you.

·5· · · · · · ·So, that's my concern, and I would like to know

·6· ·who can help me retrieve my cell phone because the

·7· ·Detroit police officers do not have a warrant.· They

·8· ·don't.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Chief, is there

10· ·someone that we can have speak with her?

11· · · · · · ·DEPUTY CHIEF WILLIAMS:· One hundred percent.

12· ·If I may, through the Chair?· If I could, I'm going to

13· ·have one of the officers back there get your information,

14· ·and I'll give you a call tomorrow and we'll square it

15· ·away.

16· · · · · · ·MS. BEAL:· All right.

17· · · · · · ·DEPUTY CHIEF WILLIAMS:· What we can't do is we

18· ·can't take telephones for evidence without cause.· I'm

19· ·pretty sure that did not happen, but we're going to check

20· ·to make sure.

21· · · · · · ·MS. BEAL:· I can assure you it did happen.

22· · · · · · ·DEPUTY CHIEF WILLIAMS:· Okay.· Well, we'll

23· ·clear it up tomorrow.

24· · · · · · ·MS. BEAL:· Thank you.

25· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Thank you.



·1· · · · · · ·Anybody else from the audience?· Are there any

·2· ·comments?· Did somebody raise their hand?· Okay.

·3· · · · · · ·Okay.· If we don't have any more public

·4· ·comment, then I will entertain a motion to adjourn.

·5· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER JONES:· So moved, Madam Chair.

·6· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD:· So moved.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· It's been moved and

·8· ·seconded.

·9· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD:· Second.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Actually, I don't need

11· ·to make a motion because we don't have a quorum.· So, we

12· ·are adjourned.· I'm sorry.· We don't have a quorum, so we

13· ·are adjourned.

14· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD:· I would like to say one

15· ·thing, if I may?

16· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Go ahead.

17· · · · · · ·MS. SMITH:· The meeting is adjourned?

18· · · · · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD:· First of all, I'm glad

19· ·that you guys came out on this cold and wintery night.

20· ·This is unusual for us not to have a quorum and not to be

21· ·able to proceed with business.· But our Chair was here on

22· ·time as usual, and obviously our other commissioner was

23· ·here in order to listen to the community.· That's what we

24· ·do.· We enjoy doing it.· And I want to take my -- an

25· ·opportunity for me to wish everyone in this room an



·1· ·extraordinarily happy and healthy holiday season.· Thank

·2· ·you for coming.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIRPERSON DEWAELSCHE:· Thank you for coming.

·4· ·Have a good holiday.

·5· · · · · · ·(At 6:46 PM, meeting adjourned)

·6· · · · · · · · · ·*· · · · ·*· · · · ·*
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