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·1

·2

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay, it is now 3:00

·4· o'clock and we're going to call the meeting to order.

·5· We're going to go into the invocation. Do we have —?

·6· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Mr. Commissioner, please announce that

·7· there is no quorum present.

·8· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay. There is no quorum

·9· present.

10· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Thank you, sir.

11· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: So, we are going into the

12· invocation. Is there a chaplain available to do the

13· invocation or do I ---

14· · · ·MS. GARNIER: On Zoom [unclear00:26].

15· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay. Chaplain, would you

16· please do the invocation for us?

17· · · ·CHAPLAIN MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. As-salamu alaykum. Peace

18· and blessings be upon you all. And good afternoon, let us

19· pray. [Foreign Phrase]. In the name of God, the most

20· compassionate, the most merciful, who holds you and me,

21· and all peoples, all worlds, in a single eternal embrace.

22· Lord, we gathered here today with humble hearts,

23· committed to do your work. We praise and glorify you. And

24· thank you for all that you have provided and blessed us

25· with. We pray that we all know the infinite love and



·1· mercy of God who appreciates our struggles and sets us

·2· gently, yet securely back upon our feet. As we gather

·3· here today, we remind ourselves of the sanctity of every

·4· human life, regardless of race, religion, or status. We

·5· pray for peace, love, and justice amongst us all and all

·6· around the world. We ask you to perfect our worship of

·7· you and to teach us how to be grateful to you that you

·8· bless, honor and keep safe the City of Detroit, its

·9· citizens, officials, residents, officers, employees,

10· volunteers, and all involved in its service and care. We

11· ask you, Lord, to bless this meeting and those present

12· here today with guidance, wisdom, clarity, and good

13· judgment, and our words and actions, and to allow us all

14· to return home safely and in peace. And finally, in the

15· words of Prophet Moses, we ask you to bless our

16· intentions and ease our task and untie the knot from our

17· tongues so that we may better understand each other for

18· all praise and glory is due to you [Foreign Phrase].

19· Amen.

20· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Amen. Thank you for that,

21· Mr. Chaplin. Now, we are going to go into open public

22· comments. Mr. Brown?

23· · · ·MR. BROWN: Yeah. Good afternoon, Mr. Chair.

24· Currently, I have four speakers. We'll start with

25· Sergeant Mark Young, LSA president, Minister Eric Blount,



·1· followed by Ms. Williams.

·2· · · ·LT. YOUNG: Good evening. I just want to say to my

·3· colleagues, your sacrifice has not gone unnoticed.

·4· Sometimes our efforts are forgotten. I'm proud to be one

·5· of you; Detroit's finest. You constantly suit up, show

·6· up, and the difference you make is sometimes unspoken

·7· about. This city would not be the city without you. A lot

·8· of people are taking great credit and that's fine, but

·9· never forget, because I'll never forget when I see your

10· efforts and your sacrifice. I know it takes a toll on

11· you. All deaths are not duty related, defined, but they

12· are duty related. We're losing some of our people; and it

13· is duty related, based on who you are and what you do

14· every day from the stress to the elements and to some of

15· the conditions you face. It has not gone unnoticed. And

16· to the board, Chief Bettison, no brainer. The community

17· came out for him last week. I've never seen that before.

18· We don't always have to agree, me and the chief, but I

19· have respect for him because he listens, along with being

20· a solution-based leader. He's already and always has done

21· an outstanding job.

22· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Thank you for that, Mr.

23· Lieutenant. Next speaker.

24· · · ·MINISTER BLOUNT: Good afternoon board. I'm Minister

25· Eric Blount. Coming after a union leader, I have to



·1· acknowledge the fact that they have done all that they

·2· can to serve and protect their officers. The vast

·3· majority I choose to believe are honest, hardworking

·4· people. But this latest 2022 contract goes way too far.

·5· It protects bad cops. For those of you that don't know,

·6· the 2022 union contract for the Detroit police officers

·7· disallows an officer's disciplinary history in

·8· determining whether or not they should be promoted. That

·9· is a built-in system to promote bad cops. And everybody

10· ought to know that if you don't know it already. But what

11· a job by the union. Second of all, I want to make sure

12· everybody knows under the sound of my voice that this is

13· a danger to most of the citizens here in Detroit.

14· Speaking with the paralegal, he confirmed that the police

15· have a legal right to lie to citizens, but it is a crime

16· and maybe even a felony, if a citizen lies to the police

17· officer. What kind of one-sided system are we going

18· through here; and this week, or should I say last week?

19· This executive search firm for a new chief, you ought to

20· get your money back. But in a way they kind of go along

21· with this carnival sideshow we call oversight here in

22· Detroit. They can't even find our publicly available

23· information in order to share with this board who is and

24· who is not a good candidate to be the chief of police.

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Alright. Thank you,



·1· · · ·Minister Blount. Next speaker.

·2· · · ·MR. BROWN: Ms. Williams.

·3· · · ·MS. WILLIAMS: Hello everyone. Through the Chair. I

·4· realized earlier this week I went online. It's on the

·5· Detroit website. Officers I've been complaining about

·6· living in the shelter; the graduations. So, you all, I'm

·7· not going to say everyone, but I also saw Liberty get up

·8· and she was a guest speaker at one of these graduations.

·9· It's very unfortunate. A lot of people do not believe in

10· the constitution, justice, equality for everyone. That's

11· not the case. I'm going to piggyback on what the minister

12· said. There's a lot of great, great officers; then there

13· are a lot of officers that think they are above the law.

14· Hacking and stalking are against the law, living in the

15· shelters, taking up spaces from the homeless people, it's

16· against the law. Falsifying reports is against the law.

17· Concealing evidence is against the law. Like you said, I

18· can't come to OCI, Internal Affairs and falsify any

19· reports.

20· · · ·I will be held accountable. Accountability and

21· transparency. That's all I'm asking. So, you all like to

22· speak about mental illness, and I'm going to say this

23· again, like Linda Bernard said, these younger officers

24· that just got these positions, need to have psych

25· evaluations and drug tests. Not your drug test that they



·1· can falsify and cheat on; care samples. Because I know

·2· for a fact the ones in my shelter get plenty of high when

·3· they come in here smelling like marijuana. I know how

·4· marijuana smells and they coming in there with their

·5· weapons, and that's against the law. Now, you all act

·6· like this is not going on and it's from the top because

·7· this couldn't be going on in the City of Detroit. Thank

·8· you very much and have a great day.

·9· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Thank you.

10· · · ·MR. BROWN: Commissioner, we have four more speakers.

11· One is in attendance and the other three are on Zoom.

12· CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay.

13· · · ·MR. BROWN: Mr. Dana Lunn

14· · · ·MR. LUNN: Hello again. Again, I am Mr. Lunn. As that

15· young lady was saying about these officers, to my

16· understanding, they need more training. Before they come

17· out of training, they need to know what it is they need

18· to be; just like they're trying to do these young kids.

19· They need to visit the morgue. They need to see what it

20· is to see what a dead person is, to just be blunt about

21· it. Because most of them cannot handle the fact of seeing

22· a person dead and all of that. Because once they go out

23· and shoot someone, they can't handle it themselves. But

24· about the commissioner's board, why give out your number

25· and you never answer the phone. William Bell, his line is



·1· always full. Cedric Banks or is that his name?

·2· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: That's me. I'm right

·3· here. Right here.

·4· · · ·MR. LUNN: Oh, that's you.

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Yep.

·6· · · ·MR. LUNN: Your phone is always full. I can never get

·7· an answer.

·8· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Call me today.

·9· · · ·MR. LUNN: Call you today at this time or later on?

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Later on. Not right now,

11· but later on.

12· · · ·MR. LUNN: Okay. Well, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,

13· Thursday, Friday. I did call several times. Never, never

14· get an answer. And I'm in the Ninth Precinct area. Again,

15· I will say it again. And I've been coming down here since

16· 2016. I've always come down here. I never get a response

17· fully. The Ninth Precinct, and I'll say it always, sorry,

18· disgusting, pitiful station that has always been around.

19· The Ninth Precinct is pitiful, disgusting. That precinct

20· is the worst precinct in the district. And they always

21· say it. Even the officers will say it. They never do

22· anything. Why is it that the precinct can't do their job?

23· What is the problem? And this is the second time Mr.

24· Cedric walked in, and I can't even get any response from

25· that young man.



·1· · · ·MR. BROWN: Time is up.

·2· · · ·MR. LUNN: Why is that?

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Your time is up, sir.

·4· · · ·MR. LUNN: But you guys say that all the time, but I

·5· never get any call.

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: I always have my phone

·7· with me. I always answer my phone. I don't know what's

·8· going on, but we can talk today in person or we can talk

·9· by phone and I always call back. You're not leaving

10· messages, are you?

11· · · ·MR. LUNN: I leave messages and I leave my number. I

12· don't mind giving my number out right now, but I never

13· get a response. I never get a response from the Ninth

14· Precinct. I made comments. I go to their community

15· meetings, which is tonight and nothing happens.

16· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay. We'll get you taken

17· care of. I will get you taken care of, sir.

18· · · ·MR. LUNN: I appreciate it.

19· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Thank you for your time

20· though. Ms. Parliamentarian, deputy Chief Bliss, want to

21· say something? Can he chime me in on this?

22· · · ·DR. JACKSON: That's up to you, Mr. Chairman.

23· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Yeah, go ahead.

24· · · ·DC BLISS: Through the Chair. Sir, I'm Deputy Chief

25· Mark Bliss. Several years ago, I know that you just made



·1· some comments about the Ninth Precinct. Several years

·2· ago, we started a renovation. It was over $4 million. I

·3· would like you to go visit the Ninth Precinct. We're

·4· almost done. We're in, I believe one of the final phases

·5· of it. But the inside of that building has been

·6· completely gutted and redone. Everything has been changed

·7· inside that building. So, I would definitely like you to

·8· come and see the Ninth Precinct. It's beautiful.

·9· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: It's beautiful.

10· · · ·MR. LUNN: It's the officer. That's all I'm saying.

11· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Mr. Chairman, you cannot allow the

12· person to continue talking.

13· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay? sir, let's move on

14· to ---

15· · · ·MR. BROWN: Mr. Chair, your next speaker will be Ms.

16· Cindy Darrah.

17· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: It is beautiful. I went

18· over there a couple weeks ago. It is beautiful.

19· · · ·MR. BROWN: Ms. Darrah. Mr. Chair, she must have gone

20· outside. So, I'll go to Zoom.

21· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay.

22· · · ·MR. BROWN: The next couple of speakers will be Mr.

23· Ruben Crowley, followed by former Commissioner William

24· Davis, followed by iPhone. Mr. Crowley,

25· · · ·MR. CROWLEY: Can you hear me clearly?



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Yes, we can, Mr. Crowley.

·2· · · ·MR. CROWLEY: Okay. I'm not talking about Kaneisha's

·3· murder anymore, nor the suspect, the person that shot

·4· her, according to my investigation. I'm talking about

·5· murder cover up by the Detroit Police Department's

·6· Homicide Unit, namely Marco, former Captain Derek Maye,

·7· now commander of the Second Precinct. This also involves

·8· Jessica Hunter over at the OCI.

·9· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Mr. Crowley, we can't ---

10· · · ·MR. CROWLEY: Jessica Hudson at the Wayne County

11· Medical Examiner's Office. The Internal Affairs

12· Department, numerous officers in the Homicide Division.

13· The ones there now, who, at the 5962660 number. 5962260,

14· which I called today, again. They have not connected me

15· to anybody. Nobody has taken the information from my

16· investigation into the death of Kaneisha Coleman, DPD

17· case 20-112. Now, Deputy Chief Bliss, you got the whole

18· situation. Murder covers up, Homicide Unit, Detroit

19· Police Department, from 2020 all the way to the present.

20· Deputy Chief Bliss, the Internal Affairs Department, the

21· Homicide Department, Detective Detrick Mott, did not get

22· an aggravated assault complaint. There doesn't seem to be

23· any record of that complaint over there with the Homicide

24· Division.

25· · · ·MR. BROWN: Ms. Cindy Darrah.



·1· · · ·MS. DARRAH: Thank you. I have two questions. That's

·2· why I came down here, because I was curious about two

·3· things. Are we intertwined with Israeli security stuff

·4· where they're training some of our people or we're

·5· training some of their people that have to do with police

·6· policing? Do we have money going back and forth between

·7· Israel, or people going back and forth? We're training

·8· them or they're training us? That's my first question.

·9· And my second question is, I live on Peterborough and

10· Second, and all of a sudden, the last, well, not so much

11· today, but for two days there was nobody on the streets.

12· And I've never seen it like that before. It was like, I

13· mean, God where all my friends, all these people that sat

14· out here, that don't have jobs and or probably using

15· recreational drugs, or sell anymore. I've always said,

16· I've always felt like I don't know who they're working

17· for. The drug dealers, the police, and the investors are

18· all three. But they cut down all our trees so, I thought

19· they could keep track of everything, and maybe --- but

20· that was a couple years ago, and nothing really changed.

21· But now there is a big change. So, what are you planning

22· to do as far as, are we using money for Israel? Are you

23· making sure that we don't repress our own Hispanic, and

24· African American and Asian and whatever, or anybody who

25· is --- it seems like Trump wants to punish people. I hope



·1· that we can find ways, for we absolutely do not fall into

·2· that kind of fascism. But could you answer me? I know

·3· there's only one person up there; what happened to the

·4· rest of the board? I mean, they don't want to hear public

·5· comment?

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: They're not here right

·7· now. I have no idea why they're not here. But maybe,

·8· commander, I mean Deputy Chief Bliss.

·9· · · ·MS. DARRAH: Why did you call the meaning order if

10· you don't have a quorum?

11· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Well, that's something we

12· are able to do, but we have to navigate through a lot of

13· other things though.

14· · · ·MS. DARRAH: You just won't be able to vote on ---

15· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Mr. Chairman, you have to call time.

16· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Huh?

17· · · ·DR. JACKSON: You have to call time.

18· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Time?

19· · · ·MR. BROWN: Time is up..

20· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Your time is up.

21· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Oh, your time is up.

22· · · ·MS. DARRAH: Well, could you give me answers? That's

23· why I came down here; I really want answers to my

24· questions.

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Young lady, your time is



·1· up, okay.

·2· · · ·MS. DARRAH: But when do I get answers?

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: I'm trying to get you

·4· some answers right now. If you take a seat, okay. Believe

·5· me, take your seat. We're trying to get you some answers,

·6· Cindy, okay. If you please take a seat.

·7· · · ·MS. DARRAH: Today?

·8· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Right now, I'm going to

·9· make an effort.

10· · · ·MR. BROWN: Mr. Chair, your next speaker will be ---

11· · · ·DR. JACKSON: He's trying to do something, Mr. Chair?

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Yeah, I'm trying to see

13· if Deputy Chief Bliss can answer her because the stuff

14· she was saying, that appears to be only a police officer

15· can answer that. Is that about ICE, what you were saying?

16· Deputy Chief, can you help her out?

17· · · ·DC BLISS: Through the Chair? I believe that the

18· first question had to do with, is the Detroit police

19· training or doing any training with the Israeli police?

20· And it's my understanding that we are not at all.

21· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Say that again.

22· · · ·DC BLISS: It's my understanding that we are not

23· training any Israeli police and the Israeli police are

24· not training us at this time.

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay. You understand that



·1· Ms. Cindy?

·2· · · ·MS. DARRAH: [Unclear19:32]

·3· · · ·DC BLISS: Through the Chair. I'm not aware of any

·4· training going on that involves Israeli police and

·5· Detroit police. Now, I cannot speak about any other law

·6· enforcement department or any state departments. I can't

·7· speak on that, but I'm confident that there is none of

·8· that going on here.

·9· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Thank you, Deputy Chief.

10· Next speaker.

11· · · ·MR. BROWN: Mr. Ricky Holt.

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: You have to hold off on

13· that. Your turn is up. We got another speaker coming up.

14· · · ·MR. HOLT: Good afternoon. My name is Ricky Holt.

15· I've been a long Detroiter for at least my life, 70

16· years. And I'm kind of appalled at the way the police

17· department treats us. When you get stopped and you say

18· you don't agree to any searches or seizures, you have a

19· problem with the people that you pay. They treat you as

20· if you are a sovereign citizen. And there's no such thing

21· as a sovereign citizen. There's such a thing as a citizen

22· that knows law, that knows their responsibility, that

23· knows what they have to do in life. I follow the ten

24· commandments. That's all I need. But the police

25· department, they follow policy. Policy is not law. It is



·1· not law. And to be treated or disrespected because of

·2· some kind of policy or a blue uniform is unacceptable.

·3· Definitely unacceptable. And the people of the City of

·4· Detroit should not accept that. And I'm just making a

·5· comment because my son was murdered by a Detroit

·6· policeman, Gerald Blandy. He was murdered and they acted

·7· like he was a criminal. Yes, he was a tough young man.

·8· · · ·I raised him to be a man. No, he didn't do

·9· everything he was supposed to do, but to get killed,

10· disrespected because of a policy or officer safety. When

11· will my safety come into effect? My safety. He chose that

12· job. That officer chose that job, just like they chose to

13· go over there and fight. My father fought in the Korean

14· War. He chose that. He knew what the consequences were.

15· When you become a policeman, you know what the

16· consequences may be.

17· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay. Your time is up,

18· sir.

19· · · ·MR. HOLT: Thank you.

20· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: And thank you so much for

21· your comment, and we really value it.

22· · · ·MR. BROWN: Mr. Chair, your next set of speakers will

23· be on Zoom. Former Commissioner William Davis, followed

24· by iPhone.

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Commissioner, are you



·1· there?

·2· · · ·MR. DAVIS: Yes. Can I be heard?

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Yeah, go ahead.

·4· · · ·MR. DAVIS: Okay. I can be heard, right?

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Yes, we can hear you.

·6· · · ·MR. DAVIS: Okay, good. I'd like to start off by

·7· saying that I worked for the city for 34 years, from

·8· February 6th, 1978 to March of 2012. The last time I

·9· called in sick was October 8th, 1992. I found it very,

10· very uncomfortable, the fact that so many police

11· commissioners can choose not to show up. You know, in my

12· job, you used to have to call in before if you weren't

13· going to make it. You know, you actually have a policy

14· that if you are not going to make it, that they call and

15· notify somebody before the meeting. Also, I think that if

16· you have people who fail to notify that they're not going

17· to make the meeting, and don't show up, they should not

18· get the stipend representation for that one meeting. You

19· know, I think some of the commissions are taking

20· advantage of the system.

21· · · ·I'm pleased to see that you are there chairing

22· today. I know it's unusual for you to chair, but you

23· know, I think you need to talk with your fellow

24· commissioners. And you all need to have some bylaws put

25· in place that if you don't call, and you don't show up,



·1· you shouldn't get the stipend for that meeting, you know,

·2· because the commissioners get a small stipend every

·3· month. But, you know, if you don't show up, you shouldn't

·4· get anything. If you're not showing up and not calling,

·5· and letting anybody know. Also, you know, they need to

·6· work on their attendance, they need to work on being

·7· there and knowing what's going on. Also, I think

·8· officers, like in the Water Department, if I falsify

·9· official documents, I would be terminated. I think there

10· should be some consequences for officers who falsify

11· official documentation. Thank you.

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Thank you.

13· · · ·MR. BROWN: Your next speaker would be iPhone.

14· iPhone.

15· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: iPhone, are you there?

16· iPhone, are you there? Going once, going twice. All

17· right. Let's move on. Mr. Brown. Mr. Chair, that was your

18· last speaker.

19· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Okay.

20· · · ·COMMISSIONER BELL: Mr. Chairman, I move that we

21· adjourn this meeting because of lack of quorum. It's

22· 3:30. DR. JACKSON: The motion has to be seconded.

23· · · ·COMMISSIONER BELL: Second.

24· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Alright, the meeting is

25· now adjourned.



·1· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Sir, you have to take a vote.

·2· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Yes. All in favor.

·3· · · ·BOARD ATTORNEY DANTE GOSS: You have to verbalize it.

·4· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: All right.

·5· · · ·CBOARD ATTORNEY DANTE GOSS: All in favor.

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: All in favor of the

·7· meeting being adjourned, say, aye.

·8· · · ·COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

·9· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: The ayes have it. All

10· right.

11· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Those opposed?

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Any opposed?

13· · · ·DR. JACKSON: Motion carried.

14· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: Motion carried.

15· · · ·DR. JACKSON: The meeting is adjourned sir..

16· · · ·CHAIRPERSON PRO TEM BANKS: The meeting is adjourned.

17

18

19

20· · · ·(Meeting Adjourned at 3:25PM
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17· · · ·or employed by any party of this cause or their

18· · · ·respective counsel.

19

20· · · · · · · · · · · __________________________________

21· · · · · · · · · · · DONALD HANDYSIDE· (CER 1464)

22· · · · · · · · · · · Notary Public

23· · · · · · · · · · · My Commission Expires:· 5/6/2027

24
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