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City of Detroit Separation of Authorities: MP vs Zoning 

Purpose of the Master Plan of Policies 

Organization and Content of the Master Plan 

Amendment Process and Procedures 

Overview



The City Charter of 1918 created the Plan Commission, as 
single agency housing a public body appointed by the City 
Council and a staff with director appointed by the Mayor.  The 
City Charter of 1972 established two separate agencies with 
activities and functions divided along Executive and 
Legislative branch lines, newly creating a Planning 
Department and renaming the Plan Commission as the City 
Planning Commission.  Their detailed responsibilities being 
assigned according to state law and City ordinance and 
resolution.
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Master Plan
Purpose

S e t s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l o n g - r a n g e  s t r at e g y

I n t e n d e d  t o  b e  v i s i o n a r y  a n d  
p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  f o r  a c t i o n s  

P r o v i e s  g u i d a n c e  f o r  a c t i o n s  

d e s i g n e d  t o  c h a n g e  b y  r e s p o n d i n g  
t o  n e w  i n f o r m at i o n  a n d  t r e n d s



Developers, citizens and City agencies alike will benefit from greater 
clarity in land-use regulatory policies and easier access to information. The 

plan will support those seeking grants to carry out its purposes, provide 
protection of and encouragement for private investment and give greater 

predictability and certainty to the city's future. The administration, City 
Council and appointed boards,commissions and committees, as well as 

the general public, and other City agencies will give and receive guidance 
from this document and recommend

amendments as needed.

PROVIDES PREDICTABILITY 
AND TRANSPARENCY IN CITY 
POLICY



Michigan planning 
enabling act (MPEA) 
125.3849 Sec. 49. (1) 
This act does not 
alter the authority of 
a planning 
department of a city 
or village created by 
charter to submit a 
proposed master 
plan, or a proposed 
extension, addition, 
revision, or other 
amendment to a 
master plan, to the 
planning 
commission, 
whether directly or 
indirectly as 
provided by charter.

125.3843 Sec. 43. (1) 
Before approving a 
proposed master 
plan, a planning 
commission shall 
hold not less than 1 
public hearing on 
the proposed master 
plan. 

Master Plan
Who is Responsible 

Proposes 

Planning 
Departmentt

The City Planning 
Commission

Recommends
Detroit City Code Sec. 
8-101 The Mayor shall 
propose and the City 
Council shall approve, 
with themodifications 
it deems necessary, a 
Master Plan of policies 
for the social, 
economic and 
physical development 
and conservation of 
the City, and the full 
range of 
transportation, access 
and mobility options 
("Plan" or "Master 
Plan").

Approves
City Council 



OUTLINES POLICIES 
FOR THE SOCIAL, 
ECONOMIC 
AND PHYSICAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
CONSERVATION 
OF THE CITY 

DELINEATES 
THE CITY OF 
DETROIT INTO 10 
GEOGRAPHICAL 
REGIONS
 

OUTLINES POLICIES 
WITHIN THE 10 
CLUSTERS, THE CITY OF 
DETROIT IS FURTHER 
DELINEATED INTO 57 
MASTER PLAN NEIGHBORHOODS

FOR THE SOCIAL, 
ECONOMIC AND PHYSICAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
CONSERVATION OF THE CITY 

Master Plan 
Organization 



Master Plan 
Issues, Goals, Policies



Master Plan 
Clusters & Neighborhoods 

Clusters Neighborhoods 

Future General Land Use Maps



Master Plan 
Reconciling MP designations-ZO Districts 

MP Designations Zoning Districts 



Amending the Master Plan of Policies is subject to 
procedural requirements in the Michigan Planning 
Enabling Act (PA 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801 et seq.) and 
the City Charter. The process to amend the Master 
Plan of Policies is coordinated by the City Planning 
Commission and requires:

42-day notice and comment period for certain 
local stakeholders;

CPC public hearing and approval by 2/3 
supermajority; 

City Council approval by resolution (ph if Council 
desires)

Master Plan 
Amendments 



Master Plan 
Amendment Flow Chart 
& Timeline
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