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·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: It is 6:30 PM, September 14,

·2· 2024. The Board of Police Commissioners meeting is called

·3· to order. We are going to ask for invocation by my good

·4· friend, Chaplain Troy Dantzler.

·5· · · ·CAPTAIN DANTZLER: Good evening.

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Good evening, best friend,

·7· · · ·CAPTAIN DANTZLER: Father, God, we know that you are

·8· Omnipresent, Father God. We know that you are Jehovah

·9· Shammah. You are already here in the room. We want you to

10· know that you are welcome here this evening, Father God.

11· We're holding you to your word, Father God; that blessed

12· is the peacemaker, Father God, that they are all children

13· of God. Father God, we want to take the time out to thank

14· you for this community, for coming out this evening,

15· Father God. Let them know that their voices will be heard

16· this afternoon, God. Father God, we also want to take the

17· time out, Father God, and hold you to your word that all

18· who are here to get an understanding. We pray for the

19· spirit of excellence this evening. And it's in the name

20· of, and above all names, let us seal this prayer and say,

21· amen.

22· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Amen. Thank you very much. We

23· don't have a quorum yet, but we will start with oral

24· communications.

25· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The first



·1· three people on call will be Ms. Glenda Magatney

·2· (phonetic), Ms. Charnita Williams, and Ms. Ann Burn.

·3· · · ·MS. MAGNATNEY: Good evening. My name is Glenda

·4· Magatney.

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Good evening.

·6· · · ·MS: MAGNATNEY: I'm having an issue with my

·7· neighborhood. We have a neighbor who has been out of

·8· control mentally and emotionally for four years. As you

·9· can see, I'm African American. This neighbor's African

10· American, but he's been harassing a Caucasian couple who

11· lives across the street from him. I lived two doors down,

12· and so two weeks ago, which was August the 27th, I had an

13· opportunity to talk to Chief Hayes as well as two police

14· commissioners. That was August the 27th, which is last

15· month and nothing has been done. The neighbor attacked

16· the Caucasian two years ago. I witnessed it and then he

17· filed a complaint and this neighbor who has broken his

18· parole violation on numerous occasions and nothing has

19· happened. I've called the police, I've gone up to the

20· 10th Precinct on numerous occasions, and this neighbor

21· followed me in my driveway four weeks ago, and it was at
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·th
22· night. And I backed out of my driveway, went to the 10

23· Precinct, and two female officers came and escorted me

24· home. They talked to him out of their car and told him to

25· go in the house. They did not call, perhaps for an



·1· ambulance to take him to the hospital to check him out

·2· emotionally, because he could have been hospitalized for

·3· 24 hours. So we need to have something done before we end

·4· up on the six o'clock news. We have numerous videos and

·5· we will be submitting that to Fox2 News. Thank you so

·6· much.

·7· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you. What District are you

·8· from?

·9· · · ·MS. MAGNATNEY: District 7.

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS:· District 7. Can you have someone

11· address her?

12· · · ·FEMALE SPEAKER: You talked to her really quickly,

13· Brandon, get her information, and I'll talk to her after

14· the meeting.

15· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Okay. Next.

16· · · ·MS. MAGNATNEY: Thank you.

17· · · ·MS. WILLIAMS: Hello everyone.

18· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Hello.

19· · · ·MS. WILLIAMS: I'd like to talk about the Detroit

20· police officers that are in my shelter. I've been

21· speaking about this for quite some time. It's four women,

22· one man. But the issue is they have kids in that facility

23· and the kids don't get along. Now the officers are in

24· there undercover, but Internal Affairs and HR of the

25· headquarters say there are no officers in that shelter.



·1· But at the end of the day, when you are a parent and your

·2· kids continue to be bullied, and the officer's kids all

·3· go to school, they have many weapons in that facility, I

·4· don't know what can happen. Now, they are in there doing

·5· undercover work on me, but my issue and concern is, what

·6· if something happens? How can anybody explain that?

·7· Especially when they say there are no officers in this

·8· facility. My issue is, like I said, constantly going out

·9· every day in public and my life is in danger because of

10· officers not respecting me. They are all violating my

11· civil rights. I continue to say this constantly every

12· time I come. I have to deal with people every freaking

13· day. It's been four years. This is not acceptable, and I

14· want to know who's paying for all of this.

15· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you.

16· · · ·MS. WILLIAMS: Especially… my time is up?

17· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes.

18· · · ·MS. WILLIAMS: Oh, I wouldn't even know because I

19· don’t see the clock. Okay. I'm back next week. Thank you.

20· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you. Next.

21· · · ·MS. BURN: Ann Burn, District 6, Precinct 4. I was

22· here a year ago in this very space when the Southwest

23· Health Patrol president was honored by Commissioner

24· Carter and the rest of the board, of course. And

25· afterward, I spoke and I said that it is a wonderful



·1· thing, the inner cooperation that we have in the 4th

·2· Precinct and the respect that the radio patrol gets from

·3· our commander, our captain, our police community

·4· relations. But this is not citywide. I brought it to the

·5· attention of this body. Annie Holt, who has now, you

·6· know, left the board, spoke to us afterward, as did

·7· Commissioner Moore. But there's been zip, zero, no follow

·8· up. We have had citywide officers, and ban candles at

·9· press conferences. We have been sidelined while

10· everybody's trying to find ways to reduce crime in the

11· city. We are just put up on the shelf because nobody

12· understands what the patrols are doing.

13· · · ·And I put it before this board, to take some action,

14· and let's have a closed door session, and let's talk

15· about this because I personally have been a radio

16· patroller since 1974, so I have 50 years on it, and some

17· inkling of respect to be coming from the top down at this

18· point because we got into number four, but it has to be,

19· say what? Thank you.

20· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Okay. Thank you. Can you stand

21· there for a minute? Commander, do you have that

22· relationship with the third? You know, so you say you had

23· a great relationship there, right?

24· · · ·MS. BURN: Yep.

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Okay. Then help me to understand,



·1· after this meeting, what we can do to be of any

·2· assistance? I don't know. I'm a new kid on the block and

·3· a few of us are, but whatever I can do, you have me, you

·4· have that commitment. So, your team, I met your whole

·5· team, so you are part of the crew, right? Okay. All

·6· right. Help me to understand.

·7· · · ·MS. BURN: I'll be happy. Thank you all.

·8· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Have a blessed one. We now have a

·9· quorum. Yep. You can't see behind you. Madam secretary.

10· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Woods - Present.

11· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Smith - Present.

12· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Bernard -

13· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Banks - Present.

14· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Bail is excused.

15· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Burton -

16· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Carter is excused.

17· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Moore is excused.

18· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Hernandez - Present.

19· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Pressley - Here.

20· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Commissioner Dewaelsche - Present.

21· · · ·MS. GARNIER: There is a quorum present.

22· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you, very kindly. I

23· entertain the motion for the approval of the agenda for

24· September 12th, 2024.

25· · · ·COMMISSIONER DEWALSCHE: So moved.



·1· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Second.

·2· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: The motion was made by

·3· Commissioner Dewaelsche, and second by Commissioner

·4· Banks. All favor shall signify by saying, aye.

·5· · · ·COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Any oppose? The motion is

·7· carried. I entertain a motion for approval minutes for

·8· September 5th, 2024.

·9· · · ·COMMISSIONER SMITH: So moved.

10· · · ·COMMISSIONER PRESSLEY: Second.

11· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Moved by Commissioner Smith and

12· second by Commissioner Pressley. All in favor to say,

13· aye.

14· · · ·COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

15· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Any oppose? The motion is

16· carried. Introduction of BOPC Staff, Chief of Police and

17· Elected Officials, and so on and so forth.

18· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Through the Chair and honorable board,

19· we have Chief Investigator Jerome Warfield. Attorney

20· Dante Goss, Mr. Robert Brown, Ms. Teresa Blossom. Ms.

21· Jonya Underwood, Ms. Artemisia Joshua, Ms. Mary Barber,

22· Drew Fries, Supervising Investigator LiSonya Sloan. Our

23· interpreters this evening are Dr. Yakata Nichols and Dr.

24· Stephanie Beatty. Court reporter Mr. Don Handyside.

25· Sergeant Quinn is here for audio visual. Charles Henry



·1· for Media Services video. Sitting in for Chief of Police

·2· is Deputy Chief Jacqueline Pritchett. Elected Officials,

·3· Ms. Marie Overall from State Representative Tyrone

·4· Carter's Office. Ms. Fredia Butler, second precinct

·5· community relations president, Ms. LaDon Davis, Office of

·6· Council member Fred Durhal III, and former Commissioner

·7· William Davis. We also have Erminia Ramirez. And at this

·8· time we have Ms. Erminia Ramirez, president of the 4th

·9· Precinct Community Relations, will now come with a

10· welcome and a brief presentation.

11· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: That's right.

12· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Who also is a former Board of Police

13· Commissioner.

14· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Absolutely. You may be heard.

15· · · ·MS. RAMIREZ: Thank you. My name is Erminia Ramirez,

16· and I’m known as Mini Ramirez, the president of the 4th

17· Precinct Community Relations Council. On my right side, I

18· have my number one, who always checks me. My Vice

19· President Maria Overall. I also have my secretary Nicole

20· Fisher and I also, but he was unable to attend, is our

21· treasurer, [unclear] Hugo. And also in my reporter

22· secretary Norma [unclear]. And we just want to welcome

23· you. We also are from the 4th Precinct, but we also have

24· a very good relationship with our commander, our captain,

25· and a very good relationship with our neighborhood police



·1· officers. So we do work. We might sometimes not agree

·2· with one another, but we come out with a solution one way

·3· or the other. So we appreciate that. I also want to say,

·4· just to keep in mind please, when you do have an

·5· investigator position open, as I've already spoken to the

·6· president Woods, please consider those with a second

·7· language.

·8· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: I'm the Chairman.

·9· · · ·MS. RAMIREZ: You look like a president. Thank you.

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: [Unclear].

11· · · ·MS. RAMIREZ: Thank you for coming.

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Hold it there. Any questions or

13· comments to this honorable body?

14· · · ·[Unclear].

15· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Absolutely. Thank you.

16· · · ·MS. RAMIREZ: Thank you for coming. Through those

17· commissions, we appreciate you for walking the walk a

18· mile.

19· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Absolutely. We had a good time

20· with you guys. All right, let us go to a resolution.

21· Commissioner Banks, and if you want me to read it, I can

22· read it. It's up to you. You got it all. Let the record

23· reflect that Commissioner Burton is present as well as

24· Commissioner Bernard.

25· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Alright. Good evening everybody.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Good evening.

·2· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Board, staff, community

·3· residents, leaders, activists. Good evening. How are you

·4· doing? Alright. Wonderful. Thank you.

·5· · · ·WHEREAS since 1994, the Detroit Board of Police

·6· Commissioners, with the powers vested by the City

·7· Charter, has been committed to providing civilian

·8· oversight of the Detroit Police Department. While its

·9· charter mandated functions to provide oversight of the

10· Detroit Police Department, the Detroit Board of Police

11· Commissions is also fully committed to acknowledging

12· public safety concerns that come before the board and

13· providing resources and support as appropriate; and

14· · · ·WHEREAS over the last year, citizens have raised

15· concerns over the alarming rate of motorists running red

16· lights, while the board does not have the authority to

17· enforce any action against motorists who violate the

18· driving laws with the type of penalties, the board does

19· not fully support…

20· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Does.

21· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Does fully support and stand in

22· agreement with the concern that the public polls; and

23· · · ·WHEREAS multiple community organizations and

24· activist groups, the City of Detroit have written to the

25· Board of Police Commissioners expressing their concerns



·1· that the red light running in Detroit is a public health

·2· and safety issue. Said community groups plan to travel to

·3· Lansing and raise this concern to our state level

·4· lawmakers so the solution and remedies can be reached;

·5· and

·6· · · ·WHEREAS on July 3rd, 2024, CBS News, Detroit

·7· reported on the top 20 most dangerous intersections in

·8· Michigan. While thankfully, no Detroit intersection was

·9· ranked as the number one. Three Detroit intersections

10· were in the top 20 for 2023, Joy Road and M-39, 72

11· crashes, 20 injuries, Warren Avenue and I-75; 71 crashes,

12· 28 injuries, and seven Mile Road at I-75, 69 crashes, 35

13· injuries; and

14· · · ·WHEREAS policing as a solution, public safety issues

15· are reactionary at best. And ideal solutions include

16· addressing the root causes of unsafe and neglectful

17· driving practices, increasing personal accountability and

18· concern for fellow community leaders.

19· · · ·NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

20· · · ·That the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners stand

21· in support of collaboration between community

22· organizations, activists and elected officials, and

23· developing community driven public safety solutions that

24· incorporate procedural justice and addresses the root

25· cause of the unsafe and neglectful driving.



·1· · · ·Through the Chair, I move that we adopt this red

·2· light resolution and place it into the archives of the

·3· Detroit Board of Police Commissioners.

·4· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: Second.

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Motion made by Commissioner Banks

·6· to adopt a red light resolution; second by Commissioner

·7· Bernard. All in favor to say, aye.

·8· · · ·COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

·9· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Any discussion? Any oppose? The

10· motion is carried.

11· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: I just want to say really

12· quickly, this young man, Mr. Ford has been coming down

13· here for about a year and a half pushing this red light.

14· · · ·I mean, getting up here every Thursday, fighting

15· that suspension with the Lord put in his heart. He's been

16· fighting. He has been speaking the last six months. I

17· don't think you had a chance to see him though, Mr.

18· Chairman. He has been speaking for the last year and a

19· half; he has been fighting, and I just appreciate the

20· board coming up with this resolution. I appreciate you,

21· Mr. Chair. When we talked you know, you went through with

22· it, and I really appreciate you, brother. Thank you. It's

23· not for me. I wanted to do it for him. And Lord, that was

24· just on my heart because that young man had fought so

25· hard. I don't know if he's even here tonight.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: He's right behind you.

·2· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Okay. Can have some words, or…?

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: He can have some brief words.

·4· · · ·MR. FORD: I'd like to say thank you very much.

·5· Really quickly, next Wednesday, September 18th, we will

·6· be leaving Berts Warehouse at 9 o'clock going to Lansing.

·7· And the reason why you haven't been seeing me for years,

·8· because I've been in Lansing and other cities trying to

·9· galvanize and make people understand that we have a

10· problem here in Detroit. They have problems everywhere

11· else. I'm not going to take any more time, but Google,

12· Detroit Red Lights, and you can call me (586) 918-3061

13· and get some more information. But Google, Detroit, Red

14· Lights. Last thing I just want to say is this, and this

15· is to everybody here. Some people up there who can't come

16· because of your jobs.· You have to kind of protect your

17· position. But I would say this, you can tell some people

18· to come to Lansing and support us. I want to just ask

19· this last question. How can you strap your children in

20· the back of a car and not go to Lansing? Tell your

21· friends that they can go. How can they strap their

22· children in the back of a car and cars are getting hit

23· from the back? And how can you invite your relatives into

24· what you might call a disaster area? God bless everybody.

25· Hope to see you in Lansing. And we are leaving from Berts



·1· Warehouse. Google, Detroit Red Lights. My phone number is

·2· (586) 918-3061 God bless you.

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you. We're going to go to

·4· the Chief of Police report, and after that we are going

·5· to the Precinct report.

·6· · · ·DC PRITCHETT: Good afternoon. Through the Chair. We

·7· have one department member who is currently disabled who

·8· is assigned to the 7th Precinct, September 8th. He was in

·9· a fully marked scout car. He was investigating a drag

10· racing complaint. The officers were crossing the

11· intersection and were struck by another vehicle that had

12· disregarded the red traffic signal, and collided with the

13· scout car. One of the officers sustained multiple

14· injuries and was admitted to a local hospital. The

15· officer is now resting and recovering at home. The crime

16· data as of yesterday, the homicides are down 22% or 41

17· incidents and non-fatal shootings are down 26% or 160

18· incidents. Our robberies are down 23% or 239 incidents.

19· And our total part one crime is down 844 incidents for a

20· total of 9%. Our carjackings year to date are down 31

21· incidents and 33%. Drag racing, and blocked parties’

22· enforcement for the weekend. There were 47 people

23· investigated. They responded to 47 homes. There were 27

24· traffic stops, and there were 7 citations written, 6

25· vehicles investigated, 4 felony arrests, 3 weapons



·1· recovered, and there were 9 block parties’ responses. So

·2· beginning on March 15th, 2024 is when the drag racing

·3· details started over, and that included the block party

·4· enforcement. Year to date, there have been 1,565 people

·5· investigated. 705 traffic stops. 346 tickets written, 677

·6· vehicles investigated, 80 impounded, 15 stolen vehicles

·7· recovered. There have been 97 felony arrests, 4

·8· misdemeanor arrests, and 68 weapons recovered. They have

·9· responded to 413 block parties in the day. They wrote 6

10· direct racing tickets, and they wrote 66 spectators too.

11· The significant events for the past week. Incident, the

12· first one is the non-fatal shooting of a 3-year-old

13· victim self-inflicted. On Friday, September 6th at 4:21

14· PM, officers were dispatched to the 11,000 block of St.

15· · · ·Patrick to investigate a non-fatal shooting of a 3-

16· year-old. They arrived at the scene and observed a 3-

17· year-old male held by his mother, suffering from a

18· gunshot wound to the head. Officers transported the baby

19· to the local hospital where he was treated, listed in

20· critical condition.· The detective determined that the

21· victim shot himself after finding the suspect unsecured

22· weapon. The suspect who was the mother was later arrested

23· and conveyed to Detroit Detention Center. September 7th,

24· detectives from Child Abuse submitted a warrant, which

25· was approved and signed on September the 10th. The



·1· suspect was arraigned during District Court on the

·2· following charges: firearm, safe storage, minor present

·3· injured. She was given a $203,000 personal bond and

·4· released from Wayne County Jail. The second incident was

·5· a carjacking that occurred on Saturday, September 7th at

·6· 4:58 PM in the 19,000 block of Muhammad. The officers

·7· were notified that the victim, a 73-year-old male was

·8· transported to the 9th Precinct to make a report.

·9· · · ·He was driving in the area of State Fair and

10· Gratiot, when several black males ages 16 to 18

11· approached his vehicle and pointed a black handgun and

12· ordered him out of the vehicle. The victim complied.

13· Later that night, officers from the 5th Precinct observed

14· the victim's vehicle parked in the rear home in the 6,300

15· block of Faitview. Officers approached the vehicle to

16· investigate, at which time all the suspects exited the

17· vehicle and began to run. After a brief foot chase, all

18· the juvenile suspects were detained and taken to the

19· Wayne County Youth Home. On September 9th, 2024,

20· Commercial Auto's deputy submitted a warrant to the Wayne

21· County Prosecutor's Office. That warrant is currently

22· being reviewed. The third incident that occurred was on

23· Saturday, September 7th, at 10:15 PM. Officers were

24· dispatched to the 1000 block of Woodward to investigate

25· an aggravated assault of an elderly male. Officers



·1· arrived on the scene and observed the victim, an elderly

·2· male, who stated they were from Germany, had just exited

·3· the crew ship, and were visiting the downtown area.

·4· · · ·The suspect punched the victim in the face, knocking

·5· him unconscious. The victim was transported to a local

·6· hospital where he was listed in temporary serious

·7· condition. The suspect who was still at the scene, was

·8· arrested and conveyed to the DDC for processing. The

·9· suspect was an employee at the copyright building. He

10· punched the victim in the face on the boat. The suspect

11· was possibly suffering from a mental health issue at the

12· time. On September 9th, detectives submitted a warrant to

13· the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office for review. The

14· warrant was approved. And on September 10th, the suspect

15· was arraigned in First District Court on assault with the

16· intent to do great bodily harm, death or murder, and

17· aggravated assault. He's currently being held in the

18· Wayne County Jail and 50,000 cash secured in bond. And

19· the last incident occurred Monday, September 9th at 6:23

20· in the morning. Officers were dispatched to the 1000

21· block of West Grand Boulevard to investigate a felonious

22· assault, arson.

23· · · ·They arrived and observed victims one and two being

24· treated by medics. Officers were informed that witnesses

25· were detaining a suspect who ran away from the scene.



·1· Officers made the area of Vinwood and Ash where the

·2· suspect was being detained. They learned that the victims

·3· were suffering from severe burns of the body and were

·4· transported to a local hospital and were listed in

·5· temporary serious condition. The suspect was arrested and

·6· transported to the Detroit Detention Center. Officers

·7· preserved the scene. Detectives from Arson were notified.

·8· They determined the suspect set the victims on fire as

·9· they exited their vehicles, upon arriving at work. The

10· incident was witnessed by coworkers who helped extinguish

11· the victims and chase the suspect, eventually detaining

12· him until the responding officers arrived. Detectives

13· from the Arson Unit prepared a warrant and submitted it

14· to the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office. That warrant is

15· currently being reviewed.

16· · · ·We have some positives after all the sad news. On

17· Tuesday, September 10th, the public safety employees and

18· their families were invited to receive a full eye exam

19· and choose the different frames at the Detroit Public

20· Safety Headquarters court room. Yesterday, we observed

21· the 23rd anniversary, the 911 attack. A memorial ceremony

22· was held in Campus Martius Park. And yesterday, we all

23· heard about the walk of mile Wednesday here at the 4th

24· Precinct. The walk was assembled at Park Walk. And also,

25· yesterday, the Detroit Police Law Enforcement Explorer



·1· hosted at Town Hall. We did the [unclear] Rec Center,
· · · ·th
·2· 11· ·Precinct. We did discuss how to protect students

·3· from vape. When I was at the number 11, and the

·4· Explorers, they had a slogan, “Not on my watch,” and they

·5· went to different stores in the precinct and had them

·6· sign the pledges.

·7· · · ·They would not sell tobacco or vape to anyone

·8· underage. So they put their agenda on yesterday at the

·9· rec center. And that will be the report for the Chief of

10· Police. Are there any questions?

11· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Any questions? Commissioner?

12· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Yes. Right here, Mr. Chair.

13· Thank you. Deputy Chief, how was the walkathon going with

14· Chief White on Wednesday evening?

15· · · ·DC PRITCHETT: Yeah, I think the last one ended

16· yesterday. So what he does, he rotates… I'm sorry.

17· Through the Chair. It's my understanding that yesterday

18· was the last walk of Wednesday for the year. Chief used

19· to start like May, he goes to each precinct. He rotates

20· east or west. So, yesterday, I was told it was a great

21· turnout. We had the community that is always invited. Of

22· course, the police officers from the precinct are there

23· and they get a chance to walk and talk with the chief. So

24· it has been a success. COMMISSIONER BANKS: So he is

25· shutting down… the chief is shutting the walks down for



·1· the winter?

·2· · · ·DC PRITCHETT: Through the Chair. Yes, sir.

·3· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Okay.

·4· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Any other questions?

·5· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: Mr. Chairman, for members of

·6· the public, we receive administrative messages from the

·7· department in each binder each week. And one that I think

·8· might be applicable to the general public is that the

·9· audio video evidence response team called Avert is

10· seeking mission-driven experience, video composting

11· specialists, and people that are more than one person who

12· could do this with an investigative background to support

13· the various audio and video programs of the department.

14· As you know, much of policing now is audio visual related

15· to things that are related to surveillance, et cetera. So

16· if there are people that you are aware of that have this

17· specialty, I urge them to contact the police department

18· and apply for these positions. More and more policing is

19· becoming technological. You don't have to be like our

20· deputy chief here and wear a gun and a badge and all

21· that.

22· · · ·It's all done in, you know, video rooms and stuff

23· like that. So please encourage men and women that you may

24· be aware of to apply to the police department for these

25· positions. You don't have to be sworn to do this job.



·1· There are civilian positions, and it would be great if we

·2· could see more of the members of our community involved

·3· in this endeavor. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for allowing

·4· me.

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS:· Absolutely. Anything further?

·6· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: Through the Chair.

·7· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes, sir. You may be heard.

·8· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: I have a question for the chief

·9· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Questions.

10· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: On behalf of the citizens of

11· Detroit. You know, we want to know how the Detroit Police

12· Department, you know, how they investigate environmental

13· concerns like Marathon Oil, for instance, air quality

14· control? For many years there's been a lot of issues

15· about pollution. So we like to know how the Detroit

16· Police Department police, you know, bad pollution from an

17· environmental standpoint, and how do we hold those

18· companies accountable, you know, for bad quality air. It

19· causes respiratory problems. And it also affects you know

20· our breathing, and how we carry on our day. And so these

21· are concerns that I have from the Southwest Detroit

22· community. But also these are issues I may have had on

23· the Eastside of Detroit, that's across Detroit

24· especially. You know, for years about the air pollution.

25· · · ·So you can add to that or how the department police



·1· environmental concerns.

·2· · · ·DC PRITCHETT: Through the Chair. It is my

·3· understanding, I've been a police officer, it will be 30

·4· years next month. We don't investigate air quality. That

·5· is the EPA, Environment Protection. I would suggest that

·6· you go through your state representative, and start

·7· complaining to the state representative, and take it to

·8· them. They will have the means to go ahead and do a

·9· thorough investigation.

10· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: Yeah. But through the Chair,

11· the question for the chief, you know, including chief,

12· you know, a lot of residents here have a lot of concerns

13· about the breathing from the air, from the environmental

14· standpoint and safety. And so there have been a lot of

15· issues, you know, for many years. You know the center

16· that was once on the Eastside was shut down, you know,

17· some years ago, and so from a public safety standpoint,

18· you know, we like to know how we could get involved to

19· ensure that we have clean air that serves.

20· · · ·DC PRITCHETT: Through the Chair.

21· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: From a human rights…

22· · · ·DC PRITCHETT: Through the Chair. I'm sure that if

23· anything is brought to the city for the Detroit Police

24· Department as it relates to air quality, it is referred

25· to the agency that would handle that. Like I said,



·1· currently, I don't know where I've been approached by any

·2· residents in 30 years to help them fight the air

·3· pollution. That's not a Detroit police, I would say

·4· function, but we would send you to the correct agency. I

·5· think it would start with your state representative.

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes. Thank you. Any other

·7· questions? All right. Commander and captain.

·8· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: Hello everybody. I'm Commander

·9· Shelley Holderbaum from the 4th Precinct, and this is

10· Captain Brandon Lewis. We'd like to thank the board for

11· coming to the 4th Precinct. Again, this is the second

12· time I get the pleasure to stand before you and it is

13· appreciated. I'd like to thank the residents and

14· citizens. You're greatly appreciated, as well as my

15· officers who always want to make sure that they feed you

16· and hydrate you well. Thank you. I'm going to start with

17· just a quick brief overview of crime, since my deputy

18· chief, and this is my deputy chief and Chief Gray has

19· given that to you already. To date for homicides in the

20· 4th Precinct we are up, well, we were at 9 this time last

21· year. As it relates to sex crimes, we're down 28%. We're

22· at 18 compared to 25 from last year. Our robberies are

23· down 38%, we're at 49, which is compared to the 79 of

24· last year.

25· · · ·Our aggravated assaults are currently at 336, and



·1· they were at 418 last year. When it comes to property

·2· crimes, burglaries are down 7%. We're at 125 and we were

·3· at 139 last year. Larcenies; this is a crime that we are

·4· up at 634 compared to 595 at 6% up this year. Our motor

·5· vehicle threats are currently down. We're at 290. We were

·6· at 321 last year. We have decreased. We're at 25% and our

·7· non-fatal shootings year to date. Our strategy has to

·8· impact; the non-fatal shootings have been consistently

·9· decreasing. Although the homicides are up since last

10· year, we have slightly decreased in the 28-day period.

11· Our strategy is targeted enforcement to get guns off the

12· street. We run details in the park, traffic enforcement,

13· restore order, ticket, and tow operations on a regular

14· basis. Illegal social gathering disruptions, green light

15· recruitment and strengthening in our partnerships. And we

16· also do juvenile curfew enforcement.

17· · · ·One of the new initiatives that we have in the 4th

18· Precinct that we're extremely proud of, and recognizing

19· the nexus between mental health, drug use, unsheltered

20· population, sex worker, retail fraud, which means when

21· somebody goes into stores and steals while they're open,

22· and general larceny, the 4th Precinct has implemented a

23· program that will focus on information, intervention and

24· enforcement. The 4th Precinct neighborhood engagement

25· team, as we've referred to as Format on August 5th, 2024.



·1· The unit operates with the direct focus on the above

·2· stated population who are affected by the crisis that

·3· flexes our precinct.Format consists of two crisis

·4· intervention team members and a supervisor. The primary

·5· focus is to build relationships with consistency and

·6· reliability for the population of focus, which will build

·7· trust with the community.

·8· · · ·The key component to these relationships will

·9· consist of providing resources for substance abuse and

10· mental health, along with providing food kits and hygiene

11· kits if available. Part of the intervention aspects

12· involves a relationship with the specialty court

13· probation program and resources. We are looking to work

14· with the health department to provide resources to the

15· sex workers. Further, we will work closely with the

16· neighborhood police officers, mental health co-response

17· team, neighborhood liaison and unsheltered population

18· unit. The ultimate goal of the 4th Precinct neighborhood

19· engagement team is multifaceted to include, provide

20· resources, assist with mental health and substance abuse

21· issues to population of focus, positively affect larceny,

22· retail fraud crimes in the precinct. Identify and

23· eliminate drug dents in the precinct. Create an

24· environment in the 4th Precinct where the population of

25· focus will not feel comfortable to wreak havoc on the



·1· community, improve the quality of life and business

·2· satisfaction in the 4th Precinct.

·3· · · ·Since we went live with this initiative from August

·4· 6th to August 31st, they've had, and this is just a one

·5· two-man unit and a supervisor; 7 felony arrests, 2

·6· misdemeanor arrests, 64 moving violation, 33 misdemeanor

·7· ordinances, 60 traffic stops, 13 vehicles impounded, 204

·8· people investigated in 31 police fronts. We also have an

·9· embedded social worker in the 4th Precinct. We also have

10· a victim's advocate who assists citizens with their PPOs

11· and works with our officers and chaplains on domestic

12· violence reduction programs. That is Ms. Ramirez. She is

13· so helpful and she will go to the front desk and help

14· translate. She helps you, Lisa. She's a great asset and

15· we never want to lose her. Our NPOs will continue to host

16· their senior citizen bingo, which we call the [unclear].

17· Our movie night; they are also planning a field trip with

18· our senior citizens to visit the movie: Remodel for

19· Central Station.

20· · · ·The NPOs are also planning to host a costume

21· giveaway for Halloween at the precinct for students. We

22· have several upcoming events on September 18th at 3:30

23· PM, Caesar Chavez Academy has an open house; September

24· 21st at 10:00 AM Water Park AmeriCorps Boarding Hall

25· Bridge assists with food distribution and resource



·1· tables. On October 8th at 6:00 PM is our community

·2· relations meeting led by this group in the front. We do

·3· an awesome job. On October 11th at 8:00 AM, Huntington

·4· Place, we're going to assist Goodfellows Breakfast with

·5· the kids. October 16th 5:00 PM, All Saints Trunk or Treat

·6· NPOs are attending and assisting with candy giveaway at

·7· the literacy center, October 23rd, 5:00 PM, the 4th

·8· Precinct costume giveaway for the children. October 24,

·9· 6:00 PM, senior citizen’s spooky night movie. October 26,

10· 10:00 AM, the 4th Precinct is going to have a DEA drug

11· pill take back. And then on October 31st is our trunker

12· tree. Do you have any questions for me?

13· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Any questions? Yes, sir. You may

14· be heard.

15· · · ·COMMISSIONER HERNANDEZ: Thank you. Through the

16· Chair. I hope everyone knows that I'm coming from a

17· complete place of bias. This is the best commander, the

18· best captain. And again, I'm not even shy about how

19· biased I'm about it because I'm a resident of this area.

20· The best NPO team. Sergeant [unclear] is in the back

21· somewhere. I see Officers or NPOs who are in the back,

22· Taylor, Kellogg, all of over here. So just the show of

23· support, obviously with the entire community being

24· present, not just tonight, but also yesterday, says a lot

25· about the leadership and the relationship that exists



·1· between, again, many and all the work that you're doing

·2· and your team, and also the 4th Precinct. Anytime that I

·3· get a resident call, Shelley, you're always there

·4· personally and in a lot of those instances. So again, I

·5· can't speak enough and I'm looking directly at DC

·6· Pritchett when I say that. But beyond that, I'm just

·7· proud of when you look at CCRs, and just the report for

·8· August in terms of allegations, you have some of the

·9· lowest in the entire city. And that's trending month by

10· month and year by year. So congratulations to all the

11· work that you're doing in your entire team. I don't

12· actually have a question. It was more of a statement.

13· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes?

14· · · ·COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I'm

15· going to piggyback on what the commissioner just said. I

16· was going to have a question. I was going to ask you,

17· what are some of the things that you attribute the crime

18· going down in your precinct, but when you started talking

19· about all of the different programs and events and

20· activities that you have, clearly that's having some

21· impact on, you know, bringing the crime rate down. I also

22· wanted to commend or…

23· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Please slide to your phones.

24· · · ·COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: Commend the 4th Precinct

25· Community Relations group, because I went to the meeting



·1· yesterday and it was so well attended, and they had a

·2· presentation, which I didn't think I was going to have an

·3· interest in. It was from the Harbor Master Unit, and I

·4· was so interested in it. I couldn't believe it. She did

·5· such a great job. But anyways, just to commend you and

·6· the commander and the captain for, you know, the work

·7· that you do to keep the crime down and to keep the

·8· community safe. Thank you.

·9· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: [Foreign Phrase] It means there’s

10· nothing we can’t get done.

11· · · ·COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE: That's true.

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Commissioner Bernard:

13· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: Quickly, congratulations on

14· your success and I appreciate the accolades of my

15· colleagues and they're well deserved. Is there anything

16· that the board can do for you to help you continue to be

17· successful?

18· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: Whatever you think.

19· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: In case you think of

20· something, let the Chair know. Let us know.

21· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: That's okay.

22· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: I'm serious.

23· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: Thank you.

24· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: His overall lets me know.

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: So can you give us an update in



·1· terms of… because we know there was a situation here with

·2· Cinco de Mayo. Can you let us let this community know,

·3· let this board know some of the things that were done to

·4· be able to help address that particular issue?

·5· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: Well, we've been having regular

·6· meetings. We had meetings with the businesses too as

·7· well.

·8· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: Mic.

·9· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: I'm sorry. We've been having

10· meetings with the businesses which were led by

11· Councilwoman Santiago Romero. And we want to make sure

12· that the community understands how to apply for permits,

13· get things done properly so that we don't have illegal

14· parties.

15· · · ·But we're going to enforce the law unapologetically.

16· We're not going to allow you, even during Cinco de Mayo

17· to openly be intoxicated, and smoke marijuana you know,

18· have that in the street. But we're trying to bridge the

19· gap with the community to understand. And I think their

20· focus was that a lot of the officers weren't from the

21· precinct. They felt like they didn't understand them. So

22· we've been working and the captain is having those

23· meetings. I actually have one with Eva Torres to talk to

24· some community leaders too, because we want to make sure

25· that, I mean, I lived in the community forever. It's a



·1· great event. We want everybody to come and have a great

·2· time, but we want it to be done safely.

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: So, would you consider there has

·4· been some reconciliation there? You know, are some of the

·5· groups satisfied? They haven't come back before us, but,

·6· you know, that was a deep concern to the board and I’m

·7· happy to hear you guys engaging, but we want to make sure

·8· that when it happens again, that there's a stronger plan

·9· of action to make sure that unity is protective.

10· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: Absolutely. I think sir, too,

11· there are two different things going on. On that day we

12· had the parade, which was beautiful. It was successful.

13· But then there's that after party. And even though we did

14· have an area for festivals, which was great and well, it

15· was just like those open up pop up block parties in the

16· middle of the street; and it made it very difficult to

17· even open the street for safety purposes. But we feel

18· like moving forward, we've had those meetings and we're

19· bridging that gap. We have that understanding, and I'm

20· very hopeful that this coming May, Cinco de Mayo, if I'm

21· still here, if the captain is still here, you know, we

22· will make sure that it goes off very successfully. But

23· what I would like to add, and for the board to know too,

24· is for two years in a row running, we've had no major

25· incidents during the Cinco de Mayo.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: All right. Anything further? Yes.

·2· · · ·COMMISSIONER SMITH: Through the Chair. Good

·3· afternoon. Working with Ceasefire Detroit, we recently

·4· had some community engagement in the 4th Precinct in a

·5· recent peace march. And if there's anything that we can

·6· do to continue to gain our partnership and to help you in

·7· the community, we are more than willing and ready to

·8· help.

·9· · · ·CMDR. HOLDERBAUM: Thank you so much.

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Okay. Thank you, kindly. All

11· right. We can go back to oral communications.

12· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The next three

13· speakers will be Miss Taura Brown, Mr. Board, and Ms.

14· Joyce Jennings. Please announce yourselves, please.

15· · · ·MS. BROWN: Good evening. As most of you know, I'm

16· Taura Brown, I'm with the Justice Coalition for Sherman

17· Butler. I've emailed several of you. I still have

18· questions. I know what the status is. I'm still going to

19· ask some questions. One thing you all can help me with

20· is, I do want to know is bailiff Craig Gregory, the same

21· as the DPD Officer Craig Gregory, Badge, I think it's

22· Badge 545 that worked for DPD back in 2001 and 2003. I

23· don't know when he departed or if he departed, but there

24· was a Craig Gregory that was a police officer with DPD.

25· Also, on the call, the dispatch officer advised the



·1· operator of arguing and shuffling. Was Mr. Butler

·2· physically assaulted prior to being shot? What was the

·3· entire sequence of events that led to Sherman Butler

·4· being killed on July 12th? I have heard what appeared to

·5· be radio calls of Butler's murder, as I've already told

·6· you. When will the official 911 call be released? How did

·7· DPD officers end up in Mr. Butler's apartment prior to

·8· what appears to be the initial dispatch call and his

·9· logged through Mr. Detroit 911 call system at 10:53 on
· · · · · · th
10· July 12· . When the call was made, the police were

11· already there. How did they get there? Who dispatched

12· them? Who called them? Also, if MSP is investigating

13· this, how come when I sent a FOIA request asking about

14· it, they indicated that they had no information, no

15· reports, no pictures. It was not a denial based on that,

16· not a denial based on, you can't have it from the FOIA

17· statute. Also, based on the radio call, a quote spike was

18· mentioned during the first call at 10:53. However, the

19· operator never mentioned that a weapon was allegedly had;

20· the police never mentioned a weapon again. And it's gone

21· from a box cutter, a knife, and a spike on the call.

22· Shots were heard being fired after the operator announced

23· that shots were fired. So did bailiff Craig Gregory shoot

24· Mr. Butler stop and then start shooting him again? Or did

25· he completely unload the clip? Also, during these calls,



·1· there is no mention of him being tased. Was he tased by

·2· the, prior to the 10:53 AM call. Again...

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Okay. This time.

·4· · · ·MS. BROWN: Thank you.

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you. Hold on a minute.

·6· Deputy Chief, can you take note of this particular

·7· citizen’s questions and make sure that the answers that

·8· we can give, make sure that we can get some answers on

·9· what can be given.

10· · · ·DC PRITCHETT: I'll meet with… what's the name, Taura

11· Brown?

12· · · ·MS. BROWN:· Yes.

13· · · ·DC PRITCHETT:· I'm meeting you.

14· · · ·MS. BROWN: Okay.

15· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Okay. Excuse me. Yeah, go ahead.

16· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: That's exactly what I was

17· going to say. But also, the questions that you didn't get

18· to, can you please make a note of those. If we are

19· interested, obviously in response to all those questions.

20· Do you agree? Thank you.

21· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: You may be heard.

22· · · ·MS. JENNINGS: Yes, sir. My name is Joyce Jennings. I

23· appeared before the Board of Police Commissioner's policy

24· meeting last week, and I just want to thank the

25· representatives of the board for the referral to the



·1· Office of the Inspector General. I had the pleasure of

·2· speaking with Investigator Hill, and on September 6th, he

·3· gave me a police report number and made me aware that the

·4· report that I have been attempting to make since 2018,

·5· regarding the illegal break in of our church, St. James

·6· Missionary Baptist Church, later renamed Shield of Faith

·7· Ministries, pastored by my father, Bishop James A.

·8· Jennings, Jr. was illegally transferred to Fraternite

·9· Notre Dame, the group that is currently in the property

10· now, and they are forwarding the investigation to the

11· Wayne County Prosecutor's Office. So I just want to thank

12· you for the work that is finally being done. But the

13· concern that I'm here to address today, this past Monday,

14· I received a phone call from a Detective [unclear], and

15· he said that he was the detective assigned to the case.

16· And he said to me, are you really reporting Fraternite

17· Notre Dame for mortgage and deed fraud? So I was confused

18· because I had already spoken with Investigator Hill, and

19· he was asking me for my documentation that I had, that I

20· received from the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office, I'm

21· sorry, the Wayne County Property Deed Office. So I had

22· asked him, did he have access to the information that

23· Investigator Hill had received? Because when I offered

24· the information to Investigator Hill last week, he stated

25· that he needed to do his own investigation. I also had



·1· shared with him that I had already spoken with Mr. Eric

·2· Devress (phonetic) So my concern is, will you please

·3· investigate the inappropriate contact or behavior of the

·4· test detective Testmer (Phonetic) at the time he

·5· contacted me.

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: This time, I give you a little

·7· bit more time. Our investigator will communicate with you

·8· and see you know what we can do.

·9· · · ·MS. JENNINGS: I appreciate it.

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yep. Next. She's right there.

11· Excuse me. Yep. Yes, here she comes. Thank you. Next.

12· · · ·MS. GARNIER: I had Mr. Ford down, and then Ms.

13· Bernie Smith and Mr. Ronald Foster.

14· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: You may come. They have Mother

15· Bernice in the corner So she should be in front.

16· · · ·MS. SMITH: Good evening to everyone.

17· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Good evening.

18· · · ·MS. SMITH: Commissioners, it’s been a long time.

19· [Unclear] be back home because [unclear] was a son of a

20· gun, I’m telling you. But anyway, I don't want to hear

21· about that. I enjoyed going back home. That was my home,

22· born and raised. We are living in a state. I wrote it

23· down like I kind of said, remember everything. We are

24· living in a state of destruction. Racial justice is the

25· black man's burden. We must pray for love and peace, and



·1· we have to be coworkers of God. We must end the crime in

·2· our city. And I'm really disgusted about what's going on.

·3· These 14, and 17 year olds that I read about on my news

·4· and in the paper. What is going on? Blame parents, I

·5· blame the parents. I raised five, but I can't curse. I

·6· didn't have anything to complain about. I have a banker

·7· executive; I have a postmaster. I have a woman, a

·8· daughter that doesn't want to leave her job of 35 years.

·9· I have two sons that are retired. So if I can't do it as

10· a widow, why can't the rest of these parents do the same

11· thing and look out for their children? I'm mad as heck

12· today because of the fact I'm tired of looking at my TV

13· each morning, the 11 o'clock news, and these kids are

14· hijacking, they're shooting at the police, and they can't

15· be stopped. They can be stopped If the parents will do

16· something, it is the parents, they have to do something,

17· and do something now, not next week, and not any of that.

18· Now. They have to take care of these children and make

19· sure that they keep up with what they're doing. I want to

20· finish this here, now. Crime in our city is going on a

21· rampage and I'm just tired of it. We must stop the

22· shooting and killing of each other. There should be love

23· and peace and not destroying people. Parents, check your

24· children like I have stated. You have the power to do

25· this.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Ma’am it’s time. Thank you. Next

·2· speaker.

·3· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Okay, Mr. Foster and then Minister

·4· Blount, and then we'll go into Zoom.

·5· · · ·MR. FOSTER: Good evening.

·6· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Good evening. You may be heard.

·7· · · ·MR. FOSTER: Through the Chair. First thing I wanted

·8· to say is I do appreciate all the work of the 4th

·9· Precinct. Every time I come to these events, they always

10· do a good job, which I think is a more diverse community

11· city. Secondly, somebody very close to me yesterday was

12· shot.· And so today, I am advocating that you guys create

13· the department, strictly deal with, work with the

14· Prosecutor's Office, strictly deal with crime rights as

15· well as Brady List. Both of those things are very

16· important. We want a more robust Brady List. We want more

17· expensive crime and victim rights as the law allows and

18· the MCL. Captain Lewis, like I said, always does a good

19· job trying to bridge the gaps doing a good job. We have a

20· lot of work to do. It takes a lot of you, I appreciate

21· talking to you. I appreciate everything that you guys are

22· doing.

23· · · ·We have a lot of work to do. It starts with

24· community. We have to examine ourselves, as we know, a

25· lot of our violence and things starts with our children.



·1· And so we have to change our perspectives. We have to

·2· change the way that we deal with them. We have to change

·3· the way that we address and operate and function here.

·4· And it starts with these things in engaging with each

·5· other. I'm not sure how much time I have left, but in

·6· light of Chief White's thing, I think it's very

·7· commendable. I think that's a very great opportunity for

·8· you guys to keep these things in mind. You've always been

·9· very visual here, you've always been on point. A lot of

10· things that I always had to maintain a great relationship

11· with the community. And so with that I don't have much to

12· say, but I appreciate you all. I appreciate you creating

13· opportunities to be engaged.

14· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you very kindly. Reverend.

15· · · ·MINISTER BLOUNT:· Lay minister who's never been

16· paid. I am Minister Eric Blount from Sacred Heart

17· Catholic Church here in Detroit. I want to thank the

18· Chairperson, leaving police department awards to officers

19· up to the police department. Thank you very much. But at

20· each one of these precinct meetings, we must ask the

21· critical questions of how many officers are suspended,

22· have been suspended, what for and how are you dealing

23· with their bad behavior? What are you doing to detect bad

24· behavior? This is about police officer misconduct, not

25· environmental justice, I'm sorry. Sherman Lee Butler, his



·1· case is so embarrassing on a national level because Chief

·2· White has refused to release the body-worn camera

·3· footage. And he gives this 45-day trick that I really

·4· don't understand. And if you want to understand why I

·5· call it embarrassing, look no further than Florida Miami-

·6· Dade. Within less than two days, they released the body-

·7· worn camera footage of so many officers as football

·8· player Tyreek Hill was being arrested and handcuffed. But

·9· even with that, there were so many times the video was

10· muted, that you have to understand that they're not being

11· fully transparent, even. If Chief White is deciding to

12· go, I say good reddens. I'll give you as many things as I

13· have time for. His 2022 contract with the Detroit Police

14· Officers Union clearly stated that an officer's

15· disciplinary history cannot be a consideration in their

16· promotion.

17· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: It’s time. Thank you. Next

18· speaker.

19· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Mr. Chair, We're going to go into Zoom.

20· Our first speaker will be Black Man Rue. Then the next

21· speaker will be Chris Gilmer-Hill.

22· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Excuse me, excuse me. Point of

23· order. Excuse me.

24· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: You want a point of order?

25· Come on, let's go.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: No, no, no, no, no. Point of

·2· order. Everyone, point of order.

·3· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: Hello? Can you hear me?

·4· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Ms. Brown?

·5· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: Can everybody in the room hear me

·6· clearly?

·7· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes. Ms. Smith?

·8· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: Yes. Can you hear me clearly in the

·9· room?

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: No. We cannot.

11· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: What is the problem? Why can't you

12· hear me clearly?

13· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: We can hear you now.

14· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: Okay. Well, Kaniesha Coleman… the

15· Michigan State Police Report. I understand it was

16· supposed to be announced today during this Board of

17· Police Commissioner's hearing. Darryl Woods, Chairman of

18· the Board of Police Commissioners, I believe, has

19· overstepped his boundaries because the board voted to

20· subpoena the Michigan State Police Report.

21· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Excuse me, point of order. Hold

22· on.

23· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: Point of order in my public comment.

24· What are you doing?

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Hold on.



·1· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: Hold on, what? You can't do a public

·2· point of order. I am not under any rules or…

·3· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: It is not toward you. We need

·4· order in the room.

·5· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: Through the Chair. Can we

·6· restore this two-minute time, please?

·7· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: I'm good up with that. We need

·8· order in this room. No one ought to be interrupting this

·9· meeting in no shape, form, or fashion. Bring him back

10· online. You may be heard now.

11· · · ·BLACK MAN RUE: And nobody should be usurping the

12· powers of this board. This board voted to subpoena from

13· the Detroit Police Department, the Michigan State Police

14· report that was turned over in late 2023 on a closed case

15· suicide on a Thursday. The next day, the Chairman, the

16· current sitting Chairman, the chairperson of this board,

17· went and told them not to initiate the subpoena process,

18· but to send a letter to the Michigan State Police. That

19· the State of Michigan has already rejected the FOIA

20· request. That’s one; the Detroit Police Department has

21· rejected the FOIA request. That's why we went to the

22· extraordinary step of having it subpoenaed; that

23· according to the Michigan State Police, there is not

24· enough evidence to deem it a homicide nor a suicide. The

25· Detroit Police Department doesn't have any evidence that



·1· says that Kaniesha Coleman shot herself. And furthermore,

·2· a small frame, left-handed woman cannot shoot herself in

·3· the left side, in the abdomen with a through and through

·4· wound and not leave any gun burns and still bleeding on

·5· the entry wound. It's physically impossible. The laws of

·6· physics say it can't happen. Oakland County Medical

·7· Examiner Dragovic says it's poppycock nonsense.

·8· · · ·All the forensic experts I spoke to said the exact

·9· same thing. And they said that…

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you. Next caller.

11· · · ·MR. GILMER-HILL: Good evening. Can I be heard?

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS:· You may be heard.

13· · · ·MR. GILMER-HILL: Hi, my name is Chris Gilmer-Hill, a

14· lifelong resident of the city's second district. I'd like

15· to follow up firstly on one of the points that

16· Commissioner Burton raised earlier. The representative of

17· the chief earlier today incorrectly stated that the DPD

18· does not have a role in policing air quality in the city.

19· That's not only false, but underlines the current ongoing

20· failure of the DPD to enforce the rules that we already

21· have. For 10 years now, the City of Detroit has had an

22· anti-idling ordinance meant to protect our right as

23· Detroiters to clean air and to force these trucking

24· companies to take the simple step of having their drivers

25· turn off the trucks when they're going to be sitting



·1· there for more than five minutes. This is a law that was

·2· passed 10 years ago, and just this year, the Wayne County

·3· Commission passed a resolution re-upping the call that

·4· cities should pass and enforce these ordinances to

·5· improve air quality in the city, given that truck

·6· traffic; traffic in general is one of the main

·7· contributors to our air quality crisis, Detroit has a

·8· genuine crisis of air quality. It is literally killing

·9· us, especially in particularly concentrated places like

10· Southwest Detroit. And the reason this is a DPD problem

11· is because the DPD has failed consistently to enforce

12· that ordinance. In 10 years, the DPD has not issued a

13· single citation, a single ticket on that anti-idling

14· ordinance. I'm disappointed that the chief's

15· representative was not prepared to answer the question

16· today. And I hope that this board will follow

17· Commissioner Burton's lead in demanding oversight and a

18· clear plan of action from the DPD as soon as possible in

19· terms of how they are going to follow up and how they're

20· going to finally take steps to enforce this long standing

21· ordinance and help protect all of our rights to clean

22· air, which is fundamental to our rights as Americans and

23· as Detroiters. Thank you, Willie Burton, and thanks to

24· the Commission for your time.

25· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you. I'm going to ask our



·1· attorney to make sure he researches that particular

·2· aspect to see if DPD matters of any type of powers to

·3· enforce anything environmentally.

·4· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: Through the Chair:

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes.

·6· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: I want to thank the gentleman

·7· who just spoke and also would thank the members for being

·8· leaders. And they have a right to clean and we have to do

·9· our jobs to work harder to ensure that environmental

10· concerns that this community has as a whole is addressed

11· properly because all of us have a right to.

12· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you.

13· · · ·MS. GARNIER: Mr. Chairman, the former commissioner

14· William Davis, and then Mr. Jahdante Smith. And that'll

15· be the end of public comment.

16· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Okay. You may be heard.

17· · · ·MR. DAVIS: Good evening. Can I be heard?

18· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes, sir.

19· · · ·MR. DAVIS: Okay. I'd like to think that perhaps the

20· Board of Commissioners can make some stronger

21· recommendations as it relates to the release of body

22· cameras. You know, it shouldn't take 21 days or 40 days

23· or whatever. I would think, especially nationwide, we see

24· it frequently, you know, body cam film is released within

25· days, you know. So I would think that the maximum amount



·1· of time that the city should need is 7 days, you know, no

·2· more. Also I think that should be more done for officers

·3· to choose to cut off their bodycam during the incident,

·4· or don't start the body cam. You know, we need to make

·5· sure that the public feels that they're being properly

·6· represented and especially as more and more of our

·7· officers don't live in the city anymore. When I first

·8· started with the city, when I first started working for

·9· the city in 1978, that may be before some of you all were

10· born, but every officer had to live in the city, and most

11· of them lived in the community.

12· · · ·So, we need to make sure that officers, you know,

13· have their body cameras running and that we need to make

14· sure that vital information to the public is released in

15· a timely manner. Also we need to do more as it relates to

16· trying to reduce the number of lawsuits. As president of

17· a retiree group for the City of Detroit. You know, we pay

18· too much in lawsuits. And a lot of that could be cut out,

19· you know, by a little bit better oversight, at least as

20· it relates to this department. You have never oversight

21· as it relates to DOT or others, but you all could do more

22· as it relates to DPD. Thank you.

23· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you. Next caller.

24· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: Mr. Chairman, If I might

25· respond quickly.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes.

·2· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: The Policy Committee is

·3· looking at the issue of release of video cam evidence, if

·4· you will, and a time limit for that. It's on our agenda

·5· for next Tuesday at 5:00 PM at Public Safety

·6· Headquarters. You can review all the proposals online

·7· under the Board of Police Commissioner's website.

·8· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: And can you explain to the public

·9· how that process works? COMMISSIONER BERNARD: Well, the

10· process is that all policies for DPD are approved by the

11· board and also reviewed, if you will, by the department

12· as well as the mayor's office. But we have to develop a

13· policy that we can propose to the board and the board,

14· once they adopt that policy, then it will be forwarded

15· through the other channels. But we're looking at that

16· issue. Our colleague Commissioner Ricardo Moore has asked

17· that video we released within 21 days of, of the fact

18· that it has been above.

19· · · ·And just today, I guess we just heard from another

20· person that, as we all know, we all watched the Tyreek

21· Hill video in Florida, which I thought was outrageous to

22· have him face down on hot pavement in Florida. And I

23· think in large part it was because he was okay driving a

24· Lamborghini. But in any event we are looking at that

25· issue and we're going to come out with something again



·1· for the board. We proposed it before, but it didn't get

·2· the votes, so we'll see if the first system. Alright,

·3· thank you. Last call.

·4· · · ·MR. SMITH: Good afternoon. May I be heard?

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes, sir. You may be here, sir.

·6· · · ·MR. SMITH: Hello everyone, honorable board. I just

·7· want to give a shout out to Ricardo Moore. Ricardo Moore

·8· has been doing an excellent job as well as Willie Burton.

·9· Linda Bernard, I don't always agree with how you vote,

10· especially when it comes to officer suspensions, but you

11· have also been doing an excellent job. I want to bring up

12· Sergeant Dowdy from homicide. It seems like I haven't

13· brought him up as much, but I don't know what I have to

14· do to get you guys to look into the complaint against

15· Sergeant Dowdy. I represent a couple different groups.

16· Mothers keeping boots on the ground, the coalition of

17· Sherman Lee Butler, and I can keep going on. But I want

18· to say I had an unfortunate spat, but with the

19· Chairperson there, who is the mayor's appointee, right

20· after I got something that I needed from the mayor. I

21· hope that is water under the bridge.

22· · · ·But I mean, you can't take a joke and you react in a

23· very negative manner. That's very indicative of how the

24· officers react when they don't like things as well. And

25· that's why we have a board, and that's why the board must



·1· be diligent in the work that they do to make sure these

·2· complaints are heard. Also, I want to say there should be

·3· a record publicly of the number of complaints officers

·4· receive from each Precinct, and that should be reported

·5· every time. I also want to talk about the fact that this

·6· video has not been released, and I'll be making sure I

·7· come to your meeting Tuesday for the policy Commission,

·8· that is very important. I do want to give a slightly

·9· positive shout out. I was locked out of my car and DPD

10· helped me get in my car.

11· · · ·I've been meaning to make that announcement for a

12· couple weeks. But it's always so much negative stuff that

13· I see and I hear. Also, I would like to get in touch with

14· Captain Thirkill, I think that's his name, Captain

15· Thirkill from Homicide as well, at some point, because

16· the Homicide Department in the City of Detroit is abysmal

17· as it stands right now, and it needs a lot of

18· corrections. Also, I'm just very disappointed that I

19· asked the chief of police a direct question and he lied.

20· Also, if he moves, that would be nice, because I don't

21· think he's done a good job as chief.

22· · · ·COMMISSIONER PRESSLEY: Through the Chair.

23· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes, sir.

24· · · ·COMMISSIONER PRESSLEY: This question, through the

25· Chair, is to the chief investigator. Your report, is it



·1· available publicly?

·2· · · ·CI WARFIELD: The report is available, through the

·3· Chair, the report is available online.

·4· · · ·COMMISSIONER PRESSLEY: And can you tell them how

·5· they can access that? And I'm sharing that because for

·6· the last commenter that asked that the amount of

·7· allegations or CCRs per precinct be released, it is in

·8· that document, Correct?

·9· · · ·MR. BROWN: So, Mr. Chair, in order to find that you

10· can go to the city website. Once you get to this city

11· website, you click on the menu, drop down will come down,

12· you click on events. Once you click on the events, you

13· can put the Board of Police Commissioners, and the

14· government, and every meeting that we have comes up,

15· whatever date you want to find a report on, you just put

16· that date in and that’s it. Whatever meeting we have, we

17· always put that in. Anything that's on this agenda goes

18· under that date. So they'll be able to find that.

19· · · ·COMMISSIONER PRESSLEY: I thank you for that process.

20· That's way too complicated. And so we need to find a way

21· on when they go to the Board of Police Commissioner's

22· page, and there's a tab or link that says, chief

23· investigator reports, that they can click on that and

24· receive them that way. So let's work on that, if that's

25· fine with you, Mr. Chair.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Oh, absolutely, unequivocally,

·2· and we would have some proud announcements very soon.

·3· Some strong announcements. Actually, this board is not

·4· pulling its socks, as Reverend Blount said, citizen

·5· complaints are our primary concern, and our staff are

·6· working diligently to address that. And we can't forecast

·7· or talk about investigations publicly. Understand that

·8· investigations are going on every single day and it is

·9· being done expeditiously and with care and compassion.

10· · · ·But we will have more to say about that in the very

11· near future where this community's going to be absolutely

12· pleased about some of the actions that we're taking as a

13· board. And I'm very appreciative of this board for being

14· judicial in their advocacy. And I appreciate the

15· community for their advocacy as well. Because that's what

16· it's all about. It's about dialogue, but don't get it

17· twisted. We are not police haters. This is not a police

18· hating board. This is a police oversight board. And we

19· try to bridge the gap and we try to address the issues

20· and the concerns of the citizens of the City of Detroit.

21· But we also have to oversee their budget. We have to

22· oversee policy and work with them on policy. We don't

23· have a magical wand to make a policy up here in one day

24· or one moment.

25· · · ·So when we hear people say they want us to make



·1· body-worn cameras, come out there one day, we don't have

·2· that power. I wish we did because if we had the power, we

·3· would declare it in big cases in order to protect the

·4· investigation. So it is a three tier process in terms of

·5· policy, But you better know and believe that this board

·6· will strongly advocate for the best solution for the

·7· citizens of the City of Detroit. Having said that, we are

·8· going to go to…

·9· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: Through the Chair.

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS:· Yes, sir.

11· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: I'm thinking, I'd just like to

12· just ask, madam chairperson of the policy subcommittee

13· would she be interested in inviting Trulio (phonetic) to

14· come back and talk before the policy subcommittee? I want

15· to say a little over a year ago or a year ago,

16· approximately, Trulio came in and spoke with us about

17· body-worn cameras, but they had a lot more in-depth

18· research that I think would be vital as we look at the

19· policy.

20· · · ·So Madam Chairperson Bernard was part of that

21· meeting at, I guess it was the time where I was the chair

22· and you took over as chair, but you took a lot. Madam

23· chairperson, now the policy committee took a lot of

24· thorough notes at that time, and she was able to see some

25· of their viewpoints, as well as how our policy lined up



·1· at the time. This is just a request. Can we invite Trulio

·2· to come back?

·3· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: All are welcome and everyone

·4· that you want to invite can attend.

·5· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Absolutely.

·6· · · ·COMMISSIONER BURTON: Thank you, Madam chairperson.

·7· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Thank you, Bernard. Report from

·8· the board secretary.

·9· · · ·MS. GRANIER: Through the Chair, and the board, you

10· will see that under your tab eleven the incoming, excuse

11· me, the incoming communications, the Office of the Chief

12· Investigator weekly inventory report, as well as the

13· response from Michigan State Police for the public record

14· requested, as incoming communication. Announcements for

15· this evening are the next meeting, Thursday, September

16· 19th, 2024 at 3:00 PM at Detroit Public Safety

17· Headquarters. The next community meeting is on Thursday,

18· October 10th at 6:30 PM, 3rd Precinct. Goodwill

19· Industries Career Center, which is located at 2777 East

20· Grand Boulevard in Detroit. The monthly committee meeting

21· scheduled is the policy committee meeting as mentioned

22· earlier, Tuesday, September 17th, 2024, 5:00 PM, at

23· Detroit Public Safety Headquarters. Also, there will be a

24· citizen complaint committee meeting on Tuesday, September

25· 24th at 5:00 PM at Detroit Police Headquarters.



·1· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes, thank you. And I believe

·2· that citizen complaint committee meeting, we’ll have that

·3· verified tomorrow with Commissioner Pressley. I think

·4· that is scheduled for October the first. But we will

·5· verify that with him tomorrow to make sure that the

·6· public have proper notice of that as well.

·7· · · ·MS. GARNIER: So noted.

·8· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: So any new business?

·9· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS:· Right here, Mr. Chair?

10· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Yes, sir.

11· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: It was mentioned on last week

12· that Kaniesha Coleman died of, not a homicide, but

13· suicide. She died of suicide. But there's a lot of chaos

14· with the community on how she died. Commissioner Bernard

15· said last week, she mentioned it, but she didn't really

16· follow through on it. I'm in agreement with, can we get a

17· death certificate? Can we get a report on how she

18· actually died? That way we can bring some peace to the

19· community because those in the communities appear to be

20· in an uproar about this situation. So I request some type

21· of report about the death of Kaniesha Coleman, if we

22· could.

23· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: As you can see the secretary read

24· about the response from the State Police, so it was in

25· there. And so that response is varied, very much



·1· forthcoming. But we would not play politics, play games

·2· about someone's life.

·3· · · ·That is not a game with us, and we take it very

·4· seriously. And so we are working very diligently to be

·5· able to get this matter cleared up as it relates to what

·6· the State Police has to say. But I take this, the State

·7· Police has told me personally that it was a suicide. You

·8· know, that's what the State Police have said. That report

·9· will be coming out very soon. We're working hard to get

10· it. The attorney and myself were talking to the

11· leadership in the State Police today, you know, and so

12· this is nothing that we can play with, with citizens.

13· This is very serious. And so those answers, we are

14· working, dealing with who to get those answers.

15· · · ·COMMISSIONER BANKS: Thank you.

16· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: You can get the report resolved.

17· What is the pleasure of this board?

18· · · ·COMMISSIONER BERNARD: Motion to adjourn, Chair?

19· · · ·COMMISSIONER SMITH: Second.

20· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Motion to adjourn by Commissioner

21· Bernard, second by Commissioner Smith. All in favor say,

22· aye.

23· · · ·COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

24· · · ·CHAIRPERSON WOODS: Any oppose? The motion is

25· carried. This meeting is over. Thank you all.
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·2· ·(Meeting Adjourned at 7:56pm)
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·1

·2

·3· STATE OF MICHIGAN· ·)

·4· · · · · · · · · · · )

·5· COUNTY OF WAYNE· · ·)

·6

·7· · · · · ·RECORDER'S CERTIFICATE AND NOTARIZATION

·8

·9· · · · · · · · ·I, Donald Handyside, Court Recorder, do

10· · · ·hereby certify that on September 12, 2024 at 6:30

11· · · ·p.m., I did record the Detroit BOPC meeting, the

12· · · ·same being later reduced to typewriting and that the

13· · · ·foregoing is a true and accurate transcription of

14· · · ·said electronic recording taken at such time and

15· · · ·place.

16· · · · · · · · ·I further certify that I am not related to

17· · · ·or employed by any party of this cause or their

18· · · ·respective counsel.

19

20· · · · · · · · · · · __________________________________

21· · · · · · · · · · · DONALD HANDYSIDE· (CER 1464)

22· · · · · · · · · · · Notary Public

23· · · · · · · · · · · My Commission Expires:· 5/6/2027
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