
 

 

February 19, 2024 
 
 
Dear City Planning Commission, 
 
The Train Stations Neighbors Block Club supports the proposal of New Investment Properties 1, LLC, on 
behalf of Michigan Central Development, to rezone the land at 2001 15th Street and 2091 15th Street 
from the M4 Intensive Industrial District zoning classification to the B5 Major Business District zoning 
classification to accommodate a proposed mixed-use office, retail, and hospitality (hotel) use within the 
former train station building. 
 
We believe that this proposal will add to the vibrancy of the area by bringing office, retail and hotel 
space. We also believe that the reduction of industrially zoned land in our community will help 
safeguard the future of the area, eliminating the possibility of abrasive industrial uses. 
Please support this proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sheila Cockrel 
President 
Train Station Neighbors Block Club 



 

 

 
 
February 29th, 2024 
 
City of Detroit Planning Commission 
Coleman A Young Municipal Center 
2 Woodward Ave, 13th Floor 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
 
Re: Rezoning request by New Investment Properties 1, LLC (Michigan Central Development) 
 
The Southwest Detroit Business Association (SDBA) is writing this letter of support for the request of the 
New Investment Properties 1, LLC, on behalf of Michigan Central Development, to rezone from M4 to B5 
on the land bound by Lacombe Dr. 15th Street, Bagley Avenue, 16th Street, Newark Street and Vernor 
Hwy.  
 
The SDBA supports this proposed rezoning from the M4 Intensive Industrial District zoning classification 
to the B5 Major Business District zoning classification to accommodate a proposed mixed-use office, 
retail, and hospitality (hotel) use within the former train station building. We believe that this proposal 
will add to the vibrancy of the area by bringing office, retail, and hotel space. We also believe that the 
reduction of industrially zoned land in our community will help safeguard the future of the area, 
eliminating the possibility of abrasive industrial uses. 
 
The SDBA has worked with Michigan Central and their community engagement efforts and feel this 
rezoning has strong support from the community. We ask the Planning Commission to approve this 
rezoning.  
 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions regarding this letter of support.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Laura Chavez-Wazeerud-Din 
President and CEO  
Southwest Detroit Business Association (SDBA) 
Laurac@southwestdetroit.com 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 













































                  1211 TRUMBULL 
                                                                                                                                           DETROIT, MI 48216  

PHONE: 313.967.48880 
FAX: 313.967.4884 

WEBSITE: WWW.DHDC1.ORG 

 
 

 
February 14, 2024 
 
Detroit City Planning Commission  
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 208  
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 

We are writing to express our full support for Michigan Central’s application to request downzoning from 

M4 to B5 to facilitate the development of a hotel. We firmly believe that this adjustment is more aligned 
with the intended purpose of the facility, especially considering its proximity to the historic residential 
communities of Southwest Detroit, including Corktown and Hubbard Richard. The addition of hotel 
space will also contribute to the continued economic growth and vibrancy of our city.  
 
The Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation (DHDC) is a nonprofit community-based organization 
located in Corktown, deeply connected to the rich cultural fabric of the Latino community in Southwest 
Detroit. Our mission is to enact meaningful change by providing life-changing opportunities, serving over 
10,000 youth and adults annually. 
 
As a lifelong resident of Southwest Detroit, witnessing the transformation of the Michigan Central Station 

from a blighted, abandoned structure into a valuable asset for our community fills me with great hope 
and pride.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Angela Reyes, Executive Director 
Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation  

 



TO: Mr. Marcell Todd, Director, City Planning Commission 
FROM: Greg Moots, Planning and Development 
RE: Master Plan Interpretation for Rezoning 
DATE: February 16, 2024 

RE: Master Plan of Policies review of the request of the City Planning Commission to show 
a B5 zoning classifications where M4 is shown on two parcels generally bounded by 
Lacombe Drive, 15th Street, 16th Street, the rail yard north of Newark Street, and 
Vernor Hwy. (formerly 16th Street) 

Dear Mr. Todd: 

Pursuant to the City of Detroit’s City Charter (Sections 6-202 and 6-204), the Planning and 
Development Department (P&DD) submits the following review of the proposed rezoning.  The 
proposed map amendment is at the request of New Investment Properties 1, LLC.  

Location 
The two parcels are bounded by Lacombe Drive, 15th Street, Bagley Avenue, 16th Street, the rail 
yard north of Newark Street, and Vernor Hwy. (formerly 16th Street). 

Existing Site Information 
The site contains the former train station and the adjacent vacant parcel to the east and is 
approximately 5.4 acres in size.  

Surrounding Site Information 
North: R2 (Two-Family Residential District) - Park 
East: M3 (General Industrial District) – Research and development 
South: M4 (Intensive Industrial District) – Railroad tracks 
West: R2 andM4 – Vacant land 

Project Proposal 
The rezoning is being requested to accommodate a proposed mixed-use office, retail, and 
hospitality (hotel) use within the former train station building that was historically used as a 
passenger rail operations and transportation terminal. 



Interpretation 
Impact on Surrounding Land Use 
The B5 zoning is much less intense than the current M4 zoning.  It permits the uses such as 
those in the downtown.  It doesn’t permit manufacturing uses, and so doesn’t permit significant 
truck traffic or industrial emissions.  The downzoning better matches the recreational use to the 
north and the low intensity research/maker use to the east and better matches the vision for 
the area. 

Impact on Transportation 
The downzoning permits uses that can result in significant car traffic but not in heavy truck 
traffic.  There are bus routes on Michigan Avenue to the north and Bagley Street to the south. 
Michigan Avenue and W. Vernor Highway are classified as Major Streets in the Master Plan and 
offer access to the site and have capacity to handle increased vehicular traffic. 

Master Plan Interpretation 
The area to be rezoned to B5 is located in the Corktown neighborhood.  It is designated as 
Mixed Residential/Commercial (MRC).  Such areas “… consist primarily of high-density housing 
developed compatibly with commercial and/or institutional uses.  This classification is well 
suited to areas proximal to existing centers of major commercial activity, major thoroughfares, 
transportation nodes, or gateways into the city.”  The proposed rezoning to the B5 classification 
is consistent with the MRC designation.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gregory Moots 
Planning and Development Department 

Attachments 
Future General Land Use Map: Map 4-2B, Neighborhood Cluster 4, Corktown 

CC:  Karen Gage 
Antoine Bryant, Director 
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