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POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS

203.12-1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide members of this Department with general
knowledge of, guidance, and procedures for the use of polygraph examinations.

203.12 -2 POLICY

The polygraph examination is a valuable investigative aid when used in conjunction
with, but not as a substitute for, a thorough investigation. The polygraph may be
employed, consistent with this policy for the following:

a. Verify, comoborate, or refute statements;
b. Obtain additional investigative leads; and
c. Narrow or focus criminal in vestigations, among other authorized purposes.

203.12 - 3 Definition

Polygraph ~ An instrument that records certain physiological changes in a person
undergoing questioning in an effort to determine truth or deception. A polygraph
simultaneously records a minimum of respiratory activity, electrodermal response, and
cardiovascular activity.

203.12 - 4 Procedure

203.12 - 4.1 Requesting Polygraph Exeminations

1. Following approval by their immediate Supervisor, members may request a polygraph
examination from a Department-authorized polygraph examiner,

2. Polygraph examinations may be authorized when consistent with state law and
Department policies and procedures. Situations in which polygraphs may be utilized
include, but may not be limited fo, the following:

a. Requests from the office of the prosecutor or for other investigative purposes;

b. Requests from other authorized criminal Justice agencies;

c. Attempls to verify or reconcile statements made by witnesses or other individuals
when altemative investigative means have been exhausted,
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d. Efforts to confirm or refute an allegation(s) that cannot be verified or disproved by
other evidence; or

e. Efforts to assess the crodibility of informants in preparation for a tactical operation
or & search warmant.
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4. The Detroit Police Department is under no obligation to conduct a polygraph
examination for any individual. if an attorney requests, in writing, that a polygraph

203.12 - 4.2 Arranging an Examination
1. Polygrapp examinations are voluntary, and whan an investigating n:embarbeheves an

subject’s attomeay, to submit to the examination must be obtained.

2. Ifthe subject is willing to take the examination, the member shall complets a Polygraph
Exarmination Request Form (found on the Department Intranst Forms page) end email
the compieted form to polvgraph work requesl@detriotmi.gov. I an examination must
be canceled for any reason, an email should be sent immediately (o
polyaraph work request@detroitmigov so that the time may be made available to
others wishing to schedule an appointment.

3. In sex crimes cases, members are cautioned that Michigan law prohibits law

: Property taken;
. Weapons or type of force used to commit the crime;
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d. Evidence loft at the scene;
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7. It is the role of the polygraph examiner, not the investigating member, to explain
procedures that will be used in the examination, However, members may advise
subjects of the following:

a. The examination is voluntary;

b. Results of the examination are not admissible in a court of law unless all parties
agree in advance; and

¢. Results of the polygraph examination, taken alone, do not provide substantiation for
8 criminal charge.

8. The requesting member, or a8 members thoroughly familiar with the case, shall report
with the subject and monitor the entire examination.

8. Other authorized persons such as attommeys, parents, or legal guardians for the
examinee may remain on hand until completion of the test. The polygraph examiner
shall be solely responsible for authornizing any persons inside the examination or
observation rooms.

10.1f the subject is a juvenile, approval must be obtained from the juvenile’s parents or
legal guardian unless the juvenile is a ward of the Probate Court. In all cases involving

203.12 - 4.3 Request by the Judge or Prosecutor

Once a defendant has been amaigned in court, a polygraph examination will be
administered only upon request by the judge having jurisdiction in the case, and with the
consent of the subject. In some cases, the Prosecutor may request a polygraph
examination. In such cases, the name of the prosecutor or assistant prosecutor must be
noted on all related documents.

203.12 - 5 Responsibilities of the Investigating Member

1. Often, the success of any polygraph examination will depend upon the professional
capabilities of the investigating member. If the case has not been investigated
properly, the polygraph examination may not contribute to the successful conclusion of
the investigation. The investigating member must base the investigation upon
evidence sacured through skill and technique, rather than any expected self-disclosure
induced by the polygraph examination.

2. During an investigation in which the polygraph might be used, the investigator shall not
resort to misleading statements. If the person who determines that they were deceived

and the polygraph examiner.
3. The investigating member must be able to brief the examiner on the minute details of
the investigation. General facts, theories, and suspicions are not enough; the
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examiner must have detalled, verified facts. The investigating member should make
the record of the person and all statements, documents, and evidence conceming the
investigation available to the examiner Some of the information the examiner must
have includes the fol :

a. Information obtained in the Investigation that supports and Justifies the use of the
powmph; 221
Caplesafctirmfoﬂanserepatsandinmﬂguﬁwmports;; i

Evidence available and withheld from the subject;

Background information on the subjact to be examined, to include criminal record

apo

articles or other general information conceming the case;
Specific articles or exact amounts of money stolen;
Exact time offense occurred:; ' ,
Aspaasoftheoﬂenseoranystrangsorobsoens act committed at the scene;
Knownfa&abmﬂasmped’sadionswmmmms:
Facts indicating a connection between suspects, victims, and witnesses, especially
when they deny any connection;
I Exact type of weapon; or
m. Results of laboratory tests.

A LT

a.
b. Gun caliber;

c. Method of entry;

d. Exact amount of money stolen; or

e. Words the subject used at fhe crime scene.

6. If the subject is a police prisaner, the investigating member (offcer in charge of the
case) is at all tlrri'ai‘mnonsbleformatpﬂaoner. Themmbemhoacmanyworkedon
ﬂvacasashouldpmemmfadstothspolymph examiner, as they would be more

7. Mwnmquesmgasubjedtowbnﬂtoapowmhoxammvan. the investigating
mmwmmmesmmmmmﬁmmmmmmmmnh
voluntary. mapowmhmnwwaﬂhawmeaxmrineaabnawm.
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8.

If the subject exhibits fear of the test procedurs, the Investigating member shall assure

the subject that the polygraph examiner will thoroughly explain the procedure before
the polygraph examination.

203.12 - 6 Conducting the Examination

1.
2

N o od o

Only fully trained polygraph examiners or intem polygraph examiners under their
direction are authorized to administer polygraph examinations.

During the examination, the polygraph examiner is the only person allowed in the
polygraph room with the subject. The areas to be covered in the polygraph
examination, the wording of the test questions, and the conduct of the entire
examination are the sole responsibility of the polygraph examiner. Generally, only one
(1) crime will be covered during any examination.” if more than one (1) crime needs to
be covered, the investigating member may schedule an additional examination at a
later date.

An examiner shall not conduct a polygraph examination upon a subject if it is felt for
any reason that an unbiased examination cannot be given.

The examination shall cease immediately if requested b y the subject.

The polygraph examiner may terminate any exam if the subject is engaged in any
activily indicating purposeful non-cooperation,

Prior to the test, the examiner shall thoroughly explain the polygraph procedure to the
subject and prepare them for the examination.

The examiner shall be responsible for preparing all questions used in the examination.
Prior to the examination, each test question shall be reviewed with the person being
tested.

The examiner will conduct @ comprehensive pre-test interview of the examinee
conceming the case.

If during the examination the subject makes an oral admission or confession, the
polygraph examiner shall obtain a written admission or confession after completion of
the examination. If an admission or confession is made outside of the polygraph
examination, the officer in charge shall follow procedures set forth in regards to
admissions and confessions and reduce it to wiiting. For cases involving capital
offenses, the admissions shall be recorded as mandated by state law.

10. After the examination, the polygraph examiner will:

2019

a. Discuss themsulls of the examination with the investigating member,
b. Interpret the chart tracings and render an opinion on the findings using one of the
following conclusions:

No Deception Indicated
o Deception Indicated
e Inconclusive
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¢. Submit a typed polygraph report to the investigating member within seven (7) days
of the polygraph examination.

11.The polygraph examiner shall determine if @ second polygraph examination is
necessary and appropnate.

polygraph examinations. All questions regarding such situations should be directed to
the polygraph examiner because the fact that person is suffering from a physical or
mental disorder does not automatically disqualify them as a suitable subject.

2. 'Ihemyqraph examiner shall make such inquiries regarding the sutghc{k health,

subjects for polygra
testing. Investigating members should observe the condition of all potential subjects
and advise the examiner or any imeg ;

5. Persons addicled to stimulant or depressant drugs may be tested under certain
circumstances. Generally, persons under the influence of alcohol or narcotics at the
ﬁmedtesﬁngwﬂlbapnorpolygmph subjects. Any information relative to the use of
drugs by a potential subject should be relayed to the examiner.

203.12 - 6.3 Retention :

Unless as otherwise provided in this policy or by state law, the polygraph examiner shall
maintain co;:iosofeachpo!ygraphmpaﬂ, together with polygraph charts, and all
associated paper, for a period of five (5) years and indefinitely in capital offenses.
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203.12 -7 Internal Departmental Investigations |
Members who are the subject of an intemal Deparimental investigation may request, in

, that they be given a polygraph examination. Under no circumstances shall such
examination be conducted by a member of the Detroit Police Dspartment.
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