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Office of Early Learning
Updates

Lisa Sturges, Director of Quality, Office of Early Learning

What is the current need in Detroit’s early 
childhood care landscape?
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How do we begin building capacity to guarantee there 
will be a seat for every child in Detroit through Zoning?

321
Add capacity to our Home-

based Childcare 
Landscape by Removing 

Barriers for Expansion

Repurpose Unused and 
Underutilized City Assets 
(i.e. churches, Recreation 
Centers, vacant schools)

Create conditions for more 
Childcare Centers to open, 

especially in childcare 
desert areas

Helpful Child Care Definitions

DefinitionTerm

A facility, other than a private residence, receiving 1 or more children under 13 years of age for care for periods 
of less than 24 hours a day, where the parents or guardians are not immediately available to the child. Child 
care center includes a facility that provides care for not less than 2 consecutive weeks, regardless of the 
number of hours of care per day. 

Child Care Center

An accessory use to a private home in which 1 but fewer than 7 minor children are received for care and 
supervision for compensation for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended by a parent or legal guardian, 
except children related to an adult member of the household. Family day care home includes a home in which 
care is given to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year. A family day care home 
does not include an individual providing babysitting services for another individual.

Family Day Care 
Home

An accessory use to a private home in which more than 6 but not more than 12 minor children are given care 
and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except 
children related to an adult member of the household. Group day care home includes a home in which care is 
given to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year. Group day care home includes a 
private home with increased capacity.

Group Day Care Home
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Community Impact Survey-Home Based Child 
Care Provider Perspective

Community Impact Survey-Home Based Child 
Care Provider Perspective
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Community Impact Survey-Home Based Child 
Care Provider Perspective

Community Impact Survey-Home Based Child 
Care Provider Perspective

I have families that live 
close to me that were able 
to bring their child to a high 
quality childcare right within 
walking distance.

My neighbors bring my 
children things, ice 
cream, popsicles, fruit, 
etc.

My neighbors always states that 
they love hearing the joy and 
laughter from the children. When we 
go on our nature walks a lot of the 
neighbors comes out and sit on 
their porch.

Many have expressed the 
child care presence has 
improved the 
neighborhood.

My neighbors 
recommended my 
services to others
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Community Impact Survey-Home Based Child 
Care Provider Perspective

Community Impact Survey-Home Based Child 
Care Provider Perspective

Our child care program has drawn 
positive attention throughout the 
Brightmoor community. Neighbors 
are enlightened as they see the 
children picking up trash and 
collecting items for projects.

Encourage neighbors and 
visitors to keep violent 
activities away and keep 
neighborhood nice neat 
and safe

We receive referrals from the 
older residents that state their 
grandchildren need to be in an 
Early Education setting and 
would prefer a small home base 
program.

Since having the daycare, we 
are having block parties, it 
appears that the neighbors talk 
more to one another. They are 
getting out more to the 
community meeting held at the 
community center in our area.

Because of the proximity of the 
families it unites the 
neighborhood. We look out for 
each other. The neighbors 
always make sure the children 
and myself are good.
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Community Impact Survey-Neighbor 
Perspective

Community Impact Survey-Neighbor 
Perspective
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Community Impact Survey-Neighbor 
Perspective

Community Impact Survey-Neighbor 
Perspective
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Community Impact Survey-Neighbor 
Perspective

District 1 Overview: Northwest Detroit
Brightmoor, Grandmont Rosedale, Old Redford

Community Spotlight - Evergreen
The Evergreen Community in District 1 has the 10th highest need 
of all 54 neighborhoods in Detroit with a significant gap between 
the number of children living in the community & the number of 
child care slots available.

Strategic Neighborhood 
Fund:

Northwest/ Grand River

Provider Spotlight - Children of the Rising Sun
● Location: 19176 Northrop, Detroit, 48219
● Licensed Capacity: 57
● Program Overview:

○ Serves ages infants to 5 year olds
○ Offers GSRP 
○ Accepts Child care subsidy

● How would the families first Detroit project help this 
business owner? Business Supports - This program is 
currently struggling with the financial reporting aspects  for 
GSRP.  Individualized business supports & coaching  would 
help them be successful in offering GSRP by improving their 
operations, accounting, & reporting systems..
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District 2 Overview: West Side
Bagley, Fitzgerald, University District, Greenfield

Provider Spotlight: L.A.C.C Child Care Academy
● Location: 16619 Wyoming St, Detroit 48221
● Licensed Capacity 161
● Program Overview 

○ Serves ages 6 months - 12 years
○ Offers Early Head Start , GSRP + transportation, and 

before & after care
○ Accepts child care subsidy

● How would the families first Detroit project help this 
business owner? Facilities - This provider is currently 
looking to expand. Support in finding and securing an 
additional facility that would work for her would help her 
expand and serve more children.

Strategic Neighborhood Fund:
Livernois/ McNichols

Community Highlights:
The state of the art Marygrove 

child care facility opened in 2018 
adding capacity to this 

community.

Community Opportunities:
There is a significant gap in 

terms of available of subsidized 
care in this community (child 

care subsidy, GSRP, Head Start, & 
Early Head Start).  By getting 

more providers to participate in 
these subsidized programs, we 
can get more children enrolled 
and take the burden of the cost 

of child care off of individual 
families.

Community Spotlight - Harmony Village
The Harmony Village  Community in District 1 is one of the city’s 
most densely populated areas by children and has the 11th 
highest need of all 54 neighborhoods in Detroit with a significant 
gap between the number of children living in the community & 
the number of child care slots available.

District 3 Overview: Northeast Detroit
Regent Park, Pulaski, Conant Gardens, Airport Sub

Provider Spotlight - Quality Child Care and Learning Center
● Location: 4719 E 7 Mile Rd, Detroit 48234
● Licensed Capacity 60
● Program Overview 

○ Serves ages 6 months - 12 years
○ Offers Early Head Start , GSRP + transportation, before 

& after care, and summer programs
○ Accepts Child care subsidy
○ Wrap around services  for families 

● How would the families first Detroit project help this 
business owner? Business Supports - This program is 
currently struggling with the financial reporting aspects  for 
GSRP. Business supports would help them be successful in 
offering this program.

Strategic Neighborhood Fund:
Campau, Division, Banglatown

Gratiot & 7 Mile

Community Spotlight
District 3 is one of the highest need districts of any district in 

Detroit, with virtually every community in District 3 falling into the 
top 20 highest need communities in the city in regards to child 
care, including Burbank, Mt. Olivet, Pershing, Davison, Nolan, & 

Grant.
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District 4 Overview: East Side
East English Village, Morningside, Ravedale 

Provider Spotlight - Brainiacs Clubhouse
● Location: 11640 Morang Drive, Detroit 48224
● Licensed Capacity 48
● Program Overview 

○ Serves ages 6 months - 12 years
○ Offers Early Head Start , GSRP + transportation, and 

before & after care
○ Accepts Child care subsidy

● How would the families first Detroit project help this 
business owner? Facilities - This provider is currently looking to 
expand to a second location. Through facilities supports there is 
an opportunity to utilize already existing City of Detroit property 
to provide additional needed seats and help this provider find a 
location to expand.

Strategic Neighborhood Fund:
● Gratiot & 7 Mile
● Jefferson Chalmers
● East Warren/Cadieux

Community Spotlight
District 4 is one of the highest need districts of any district in 

Detroit, with 3 communities in District 4 falling into the top 20 
highest need communities in the city in regards to child care, 

including Denby, Finney, & Chandler Park.

District 5 Overview: Central & East Detroit
Boston Edison, Indian Village, Wayne State

Provider Spotlight - Sunrise Education Center
● 3975 Concord Street Detroit 48207
● Licensed Capacity 56
● Program Overview 

○ Serves Ages 1-5
○ Offers GSRP

● How would the Families First Detroit project help 
this business owner? Workforce - By providing new 
pathways to find staff and hire them to earn while they 
are learning, this program will be able to provide more 
consistent, high quality care.

Strategic Neighborhood Fund:
● Islandview & Greater 

Villages

Community Spotlight - Durfee
The Durfee Community in District 5 has the 17th highest 
need of all 54 neighborhoods in Detroit.  This community is 
only home to 2 licensed child care providers with a quality 
rating of 3 stars or higher, meaning families living in this 
community must look elsewhere for child care.
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District 6 Overview: Southwest Detroit
Corktown, Westside Industrial, Chadsey

Provider Spotlight - Empowered Community Learning Center

● Location: 8300 Longworth Detroit 48209
● Licensed Capacity 45
● Program Overview 

○ Serves ages 1-5
○ Offers Great Start Readiness Program

● How would the Families First Detroit project help this 
business owner? Workforce - This program specifically 
reaches the immigrant families in the community,  The owner 
is passionate about staffing quality bilingual staff and building 
their skills as they work in the program alongside trained 
teachers.

Strategic Neighborhood Fund: 

West Vernor, Southwest

Community Spotlight
District 6 is one of the highest need districts of any district in 

Detroit.  It is home to the 3 highest need communities in 
District - 1) Chadsey, 2) Springwells, and 3) Vernor Junction. In 

this district in particular, it is important programs possess 
cultural competency and are equipped to support children 

and families whose primary language is not English.

District 7 Overview: West & Far West
Warrendale, Plymouth-Hubbel, Aviation Sub

Provider Spotlight - Creative Kidz Learning Center
● 8680 Evergreen Detroit 48228
● Licensed Capacity 48
● Program Overview 

○ Serves ages 6 months - 12 years
○ Offers GSRP, before & after care, & summer 

programs
○ Accepts Child care subsidy

● How would the Families First Detroit project help 
this business owner? Workforce - By providing new 
pathways to find staff and hire them to earn while they 
are learning, this program will be able to provide more 
consistent, high quality care.

Strategic Neighborhood Fund 
● Russell Woods, Nardin 

park
● Warrendale, Cody Rouge

Community Spotlight - Rouge
The Rouge Community in District 7 has the 2nd highest 
need of all 54 neighborhoods in Detroit and is nearly a child 
care desert with only 3 GSRP programs run at DPSCD 
schools and NO licensed, community-based child care 
providers at all.
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