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The Detroit Police Department’s Proposal
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What Does This Mean for Detroiters?

 The Detroit Police Department’s proposal treats all Detroiters as 

potential suspects and tracks their real-time whereabouts without 

having committed any crime.

 Three primary concerns arise for Detroiters:

 Accuracy & effectiveness

 Privacy & data retention

 Data sharing
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Accuracy & Effectiveness

 License plate readers are flawed technology.

 License plate readers aren’t 100% accurate.

 Reports of incorrect transcription of license plates.

 Result: unwarranted police confrontation.

 They’re also not very effective.

 Cost: $5 million

 Benefit: a handful of potential leads—mostly registration issues.
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Privacy, Data Retention, and Data Sharing

 Captures and stores incredible amounts of personal data:

 License plate number

 Make and model

 Bumper stickers

 Time and GPS location

 Direction of travel

 DPD is proposing to keep a database of innocent people, and to 

share that database with 30+ police agencies. That is antithetical 

to a free and democratic society.
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Major Deficiencies in Specification Report
Civil Rights / Liberties Impacts



15

Major Deficiencies in Specification Report

Authorized Use
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Major Deficiencies in Specification Report
Data Retention
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Deficiencies in Specification Report
Data Sharing
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For more information:

Ramis Wadood: rwadood@aclumich.org 
www.aclumich.org
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