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Larger projection signs acting as an 
identification sign or where above the 
2nd floor (Sec. 4-4-42)
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Permit large temporary signs for special events, such as the 
June 2023 Grand Prix (Sec. 4-4-183) Permit them to up a 
maximum size (20-30% of the facade), and above that can be 
considered via waiver 4



Permit business owners, as 
opposed to licensed sign 
erectors, to install temporary 
small banner wall signs (such 
as for grand openings and 
special events) of a limited size 
(12 square feet?) (Sec. 4-4-185)

5



Don’t permit advertising signs 
in the CBD on the portions of 
buildings that front on the 
street. (as opposed to the side 
or rear, such as when 
overlooking a parking lor or 
vacant lot, while still visible from 
the street). (Sec. 4-4-128(b)(8))
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2022 OUTCOMES
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Hearing 

Date Project Address

Council 

District Waiver Article Waiver Type Waiver %/Count

Hearing 

Outcome

03/17/22 3439 Woodward 

Ave

D6 4-4-45 Height of wall sign 25' above max 

permitted

Approved

09/01/22 6143 W. Vernor D6 4-4-63 corner lot allow corner lot 

signage to be put on 

other facades

Approved

03/31/22 2715 Woodward 4-4-43 Number of wall 

signs

1 add'l sign on S and 

E walls

Denied

04/14/22 20110 Woodward D2 4-4-39(b) and (c), 

4-4-62(b)

size, number, 

corner lot

1 add'l monument 

sign, 1 add'l wall 

sign, 76 add'l sq ft of 

monument sign

Approved

05/20/22 1301 W 8 Mile D2 4-4-45(b), 4-4-

62(b)

Number of wall 

signs, corner lot

1 add'l wall sign, 

permit 635 sf of 

signage

Approved

05/20/22 21431 W Grand 

River

D1 4-4-45(b), 4-4-

62(b)

Number of wall 

signs, maximum 

area

1 add'l wall sign, 

permit 592 sf of 

signage

Approved

05/26/22 20110 Woodward D2 4-4-39(b), (c) size, number, 

corner lot

1 add'l monument 

sign, 76 add'l sq ft of 

monument sign

Approved

07/07/22 600 W Lafayette D6 4-4-45(d) height of wall sign 29' above permitted 

max

Approved

07/21/22 11260 E Jefferson D5 4-4-42(a)(2)b and 

4-4-62(b)

size, corner lot Approved

▪ 13 approved

▪ 5 approved with 

conditions

▪ 2 denied
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Hearing 

Date Project Address

Council 

District Waiver Article Waiver Type Waiver %/Count

Hearing 

Outcome

07/28/22 14820 Mack Ave D4 4-4-45 Number 3 additional Approved

09/08/22 1840 Holbrook D5 4-4-45(d) Height of wall sign 19' 5" Approved

09/15/22 1900  E 8 Mile D3 4-4-40(c)(1), 

(D)(2), (d)(4)

size, height, 

setback

10' height, 213 sq ft 

area, 9' setback

Approved

10/13/22 7440 Dix St. D6 4-4-40(c)(2) Size 58 sq ft over Approved

12/01/22 6531 Woodward D5 4-4-42(d) Size 12.5 sq ft (85%) Approved 

with 

conditions

12/01/22 7824 W. Fort St D5 4-4-102 erect advertsing

sign

Denied

11/10/22 9000 Woodward 

Ave

D5 4-4-39(c) and 

(d)

Size 77 sq. ft (485%) and 

the height by 5 ft 7 

in (56%).

Approved 

with 

conditions

11/10/22 1401 Michigan 

Ave.

D6 4-4-42(d) and 

(e)

Size and projection 144 sq ft, size, 4' 

projection

Approved 

with 

conditions

11/10/22 1627 Fort St. D6 4-4-43(d) Size height by 53'9" Approved 

with 

conditions

12/01/22 2662 W Davison D2 4-4-40(c) Size 60 sq. ft (600%). Approved 

with 

conditions

12/22/22 1501 Michigan 

Ave.

D6 4-4-39(c) and 4-

4-65

setback, size 11 sq ft size, 1' 

setback

Approved
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● Sec. 4-4-1: Clarify that “signs” must be 
intended for viewing by public 

● Sec. 4-4-1: Existing standard for 
heritage signs is too restrictive: change 
the duration or some other standard 

● Sec. 4-4-8: Permit incidental signs 
(hours of operation, “open”, …) be 
permitted up to a limited area 

● Sec. 4-4-20: Specify that painted signs 
may be installed by those without a sign 
erector license 

● Sec. 4-4-20: Allow sign regulations in 
this Article to be superseded by those 
specifically approved under zoning 

● Sec. 4-4-22: Decrease notice period and 
loosen requirements for posting of 
decision letters 

● Sec. 4-4-39(c): Increase the permissible 
area of monument signs in higher 
density sign districts 

● Sec. 4-4-41(b): Clarify the minimum 
width of sidewalks on which portable 
signs can be located 

● Sec. 4-4-43: Clarify difference between 
wall and raceway signs and review 
standards 

● Sec. 4-4-43 and 45: For multi-tenant 
buildings, increase number of raceway 
and wall signs to 1/ground floor tenant 
plus high-rise sign where applicable 

● Sec. 4-4-47: Allow for “innovative sign 
construction” types that are not 
otherwise addressed in Article 4, 
Division 2, subject to approval on a 
case-by-case basis 
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● Sec. 4-4-49: Add the spacing provisions 
of portable signs to the permitted 
location of monument signs 

● Sec. 4-4-62(b): Clarify the usage of 
“front” and add provisions for though 
lots 

● Sec. 4-4-62: Clarify allocation of sign 
area for signs that are not facing a street 
and for corner lots 

● Sec. 4-4-63(a)(2): Permit painted wall 
sings on taller buildings 

● Sec. 4-4-63(a)(4): Don’t count 
directional signs within a premises 
toward business sign allowance 

● Sec. 4-4-63: Restore previous provisions 
for businesses within shopping centers 

● Sec. 4-4-63: Clarify that sign standards 
in this section apply only to those signs 
utilizing the additional aggregate area 
provided for in this section, and do not 
apply to base area allowed for per 
Section 4-4-62 

● Sec. 4-4-64: Clarify that buildings within 
a campus that have street frontage 
receive their own sign area allocation 

● Sec. 4-4-182: Increase size of temporary 
signs in higher density districts 

● Sec. 4-4-182: Address signage for special 
events as part of special event 
application 

● Add provisions specifically for gas 
station signs 
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THANK
YOU! Greg Moots

Planning and Development Department 

greg@detroitmi.gov 
(313) 224-1358
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