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3,000 Miles of Sewer Pipes Built Over 150 Years
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Detroit has a Combined Sewer System
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Wet Weather Conditions Exceed Capacity of Sewer Systems



How Combined Sewer Flows from Neighborhoods
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Pipe Responsibility



$1.5B Invested in Wet Weather Treatment 
Facilities Along Both Rivers
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Nine Retention Basins Manage 170 MG of Combined 
Sewerage during Wet Weather Events
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Programs for Better
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

in DETROIT

Less CSO, Less Flooding, 
Greener City

LESS TREATMENT • CLEANER WATER • SHARED INVESTMENTS

Drainage Charge 
Credits

Stormwater
Regulations

Green 
Infrastructure 

Projects
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• Ordinance 
compliance results 
in a drainage 
charge credit

• Credits are good for 
3-years then must 
be reapproved

• Approval 
contingent on 
functioning and 
maintained 
stormwater 
management 
practices



City Council unanimously approves
Detroit’s first Stormwater Ordinance
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Requirement to manage stormwater onsite for
developments or redevelopments of at lease one-half acre

Stellantis Stormwater Park 
at expanded assembly 
operations for Jeep and 
Dodge SUV production
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Far West Stormwater Improvement Project to be largest 
GSI investment in Detroit to date
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
 25,000 feet of new drainage piping
 2 Water Quality Basins
 1000+ residential downspout disconnections

Water Main Improvements
 15,000 feet trenchless water main replacement
 500+ water service replacements

Sewer Rehabilitation
 20,000 feet of sewer lining and repair
 Repairs to 100+ manholes and catch basins

North 
Basin

South 
Basin
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Far West GSI - Rouge Park before construction

FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
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Far West GSI - Rouge Park after construction

FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
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Far West GSI - Rouge Park south basin rendering

FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY



Free legal representation & rental assistance available
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Free legal representation & rental assistance available
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Current Wet Weather Management Initiatives
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 Since 2015, DWSD has installed 12 Green Stormwater Infrastructure projects that manage 61 
million gallons annually

 Later this year, DWSD to start construction on a new 95 million gallon stormwater management 
system in the Far West neighborhood at Rouge Park

 GLWA 5-Year capital plan invests $750 million in
regional sewer system improvement

 MDOT already working with the City of Detroit
on freeway stormwater diversion plans

 All entities will have to re-evaluate infrastructure
based on 21st Century climate realities
 Hopeful the new federal infrastructure bill, the American Jobs Plan, will strongly boost that effort
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Questions?
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