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M5. WHI TE: Good afternoon again Honorable Board, DPD

executives and all neeting attendees. W will nove right
meeting announcenents at this tinme if it is your pleasure
bef ore you begin your official business neeting. Good
afternoon again and wel cone to the Detroit Board of
Commi ssi oners neeting. Please note the follow ng

rem nders for virtual neeting on Zoomus. A nessage
regardi ng zoom policies: attendees do not need to
identify thenselves unless they would |ike to nake a
conment. Attendees can phone in to the neeting and phone
nunbers will be masked by zoom

|f attendees join in by conmputer without a zoom
account, they may be pronpted for a name and email. The
email is not visible to panelists or attendees. This is a
pronpt fromzoom not the city of Detroit. Additionally,
the emai|l address does not need to be your true enai
address. It can be none@one.comor anything simlar wll
be fine for |ogging in.

A rem nder about the neeting forum As a rem nder,
pl ease adhere to the Board's Bylaws and zoom s policies
of using this forumappropriately. Failure to adhere to
the policies wll result in dismssal fromthe neeting.
Accessing zoom pl atforns requires adherence to al
pol i ci es.

Regar di ng BOPC contact information, for
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adm ni stration please dial (313) 596-1830. You may enail
t he board of conmm ssioners at bopc@etroitM. gov.
Regar di ng conpl ai nt investigations, please contact the
office of the chief investigator, the board' s

I nvestigative division, to file a non-crimnal conplaint.
And the 24-hour conplaint line is: (313) 596-2499. The
fax nunber is (313) 596-2482. And please visit the
board’ s website at detroitm . gov/BOPC.

BOPC informati on resources, the city’'s website at
detroitm .gov/BOPC to find the neeting cal endar m nutes,
reports, presentations, draft policy directives, video
| i nks and much nore. Please also join the email list for
weekly agendas. And you may contact us at
BOPC@etroitm .gov, or you may call (313) 596-1830 and
provi de your email address to get the draft agenda,

di stributed each Tuesday to over 360 people. Also
subscribe to GovDelivery where there are over 6, 800
peopl e now receive BOPC news alerts and draft agendas.
Pl ease al so sign up on the Detroitm .gov honepage for
nore information. Also the BOPC Zoom |ink and ot her
information is al so avail able on the Board' s Facebook
page.

Regardi ng public coments instructions, the virtual
meeting wll use a forumfor public comments and you can

sign up on Smartsheet w thout an email address. The board
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of police conmm ssioners allows one hour from3:00 to 4:00
PMfor the public to request to speak during public
coments or oral communications on the agenda. To naeke a
request w thout Smartsheet, neeting participants nmay use
the "raise hand" icon on the website, or they nmay press
star nine (*9) on the tel ephone.

| nportant rem nders for public comrents. Upon
joining the neeting, participants will join the meeting
muted. Pl ease do not start your video unless invited to
do so by the host. Video, images, or unprotected speech
deemed i nappropriate by the Chair will result in your
dismi ssal fromthe neeting. Please renenber that you may
conplete the Smartsheet form Remenber you may use the
Zoom controls on your conputer screen to “raise hand,” or
you may dial star nine (*9) froma nobile device. You may
use any one of these options by 4:00 PMto be
acknow edged for public comments.

And | astly regardi ng public coment, each speaker
will have two mnutes to speak. The BOPC staff wil|
acknowl edge each speaker. We ask that you renain
respectful and professional and refrain fromviolating
the Board's Byl aws, zoonmis terns of services, and other
rel evant | aws and ordi nances, which are posted on all
meeting access foruns.

At this tinme, please silence your phones and ot her
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background sounds to prevent interrupting the neeting.
Thank you. Honorabl e Board pl ease note you have
recei ved various email correspondences and that concl udes
the intro announcenents. At this tinme Chairperson Bell.
CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Ms. Wite. Good
afternoon to all the Board nenbers and to Chief Craig.
Unfortunately, | cannot see you until you speak. So |'m
going to ask Ms. Holt to really help me out. I amon ny
| Pad. For sone reason, they wouldn't let ne on in terns
of my conputer. So, | just want you to be aware that |
can only see you when you speak or when the cameras is
in that process, but we're going to go forward. W
have Chapl ain Anthony Estes for invocation, please.
CHAPLAI N ESTES: Thank you, Chair Bell. Let us pray.
We fervently asked you, almghty God, to pour your
bl essing upon this Board of Police Comm ssilrs and al
Detroit Police Oficers and their brass, especially Chief
Janes Craig. Gve theminsight and | eadership,
di scernment in policy-making and application. And a good
sense of what is right for the conmon good, so that in
the dispatch of their duties, they may serve faithfully,
and with integrity. May your peace rule in every heart
that this neeting m ght be productive and conducive to
the hearing of all. Anen.
CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Chaplain. W nove on to
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the introduction of the Conm ssioners starting with
District 1, District 2.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Good afternoon, everyone.
Attorney Linda Bernard representing District 2.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, District 3.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Good afternoon, everyone. And
wel come back to Chief Craig, and to all the citizens of
the Gty of Detroit. My nanme is Conmm ssioner Shirl ey,
Burch of District 3. Love where you |ive.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. District 4. Wllie
Bell, present. District 5. District 6. District 7.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: Good afternoon, everyone. |I'm
police Conm ssioner WlliamM Davis of District 7.

O ficers, |ove where you work.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. At-Large, Conm ssioner
Her nandez.

VI CE- CHAIR HOLT: He's on nute, but he's here.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: At-Large Conm ssioner Jones.

COW SSI ONER JONES: Good afternoon, everyone, and to
our Detroit Police Executive teamand all of our
communi ty menbers. Thank you and wel cone to anot her show
t hrough the Board of Police Conm ssioners.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: At-Large, Comm ssioner Holl ey.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: Good afternoon, present and

accounted for.
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CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. Last but not |east our
Vi ce-Chair.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Good afternoon. Yes. |'m
Conm ssi oner-at-Large, Vice-Chair Annie Holt, and I'd
li ke to please extend a heartfelt thank you to the nen
and wonen in blue who participated in the cel ebration of
our nei ghbor, who is 105 years old, Ms. Luneita Height.
The | eadership at the 8th Precinct, under the conmmand of
Commander Peterson, the NCO Crystal John, as well as the
Police Chief, Deputy Chief Davis, along with Conm ssioner
Darryl Brown, were able to celebrate Ms. Heights 105.
And it was definitely a community effort and we really,
really enjoyed it. So thank you agai n.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: That's a | ong nane.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Yes, that was an announcenent.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: |'m sorry.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Pl ease, follow the script
Commi ssi oner .

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Yes, sir.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: The next item woul d be approval -
['msorry, Ms. Waite, we have a quorunf

MRS. WHI TE: Yes, sir, you do have a quorum And
al so, we received an excused absence from Comm ssi oner
Lisa Carter. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON BELL: W nove on to the approval of the
agenda for this afternoon neeting.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: So noved.

COW SSI ONER JONES: So noved.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: Second.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: It been properly noved and second.
Di scussi on. Those in favor, Aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Those opposed. Motion carries. The
next itemw || be the approval of Mnutes for April 15,
2021. Is there any correctional addition to the m nutes?
"Il entertain a notion.

VI CE- CHAIR HOLT: | nove that we approved the M nutes
for April 15th, 2021.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Support .

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: I1t's been properly noved and
supported. Any other discussions. Those in favor, Aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Those opposed? Mdtion carries.
Thank you. The next itemwould be Ms. Wiite introduction
of the Board staff.

MRS. WHI TE: Yes. Through the Chair, the Departnent
of Innovation and Technol ogy is nonitoring and recordi ng
the Board's neeting today and our court reporter is M.

Don Handysi de. And the follow ng Board staff nenbers are
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I n attendance today. M. Robert Brown, Adm nistrative
Specialist, Ms. Teresa Blossom Comunity Rel ations
Coordi nator Ms. Jonya Underwood, Admi nistrative
Assistant, Ms. Tiffany Stewart, Investigator, Director
Katrina Patillo, Police HR Division, Interim Chief
I nvesti gator Law ence Akbar, Supervising |Investigator
Ansl ey Cromwel |, Supervising |Investigator LiSonya Sl oan,
Seni or I nvestigator Rosalia Madrigal and Assistant
Cor poration Counsel, Ericka Savage Witley are all in
att endance today. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Ms. Wite. A warm
wel cone to the staff and OCl staff and our Corporation
Counsel. And we're going to nove on to a warm wel cone,
whi ch you' d al ready extended, but we're going to extend
It again to the Chief of Police Janes E. Craig.

CH EF CRAI G Thank you.

VI CE-CHAIR HOLT: | sorry, Chair Bell.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Yes, ma'am

VI CE-CHAIR HOLT: | don't know, but Comm ssioner
Her nandez hand is raised.

COWM SSI ONER HERNANDEZ: Ch, | just wanted to note
that | was present.

VI CE- CHAIR HOLT: Ch, okay. |'msorry.

COW SSI ONER HERNANDEZ: | was followi ng the virtual

hand rul e.
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CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. Conm ssioner Hernandez.
As | stated, I'mon ny iPad. | can't see the hands but
Vice-Chair Holt is going to help nme out with that
problem | only see you when you speak and we appreciate
your attendance.

CH EF CRAIG Thank you. Chair Bell, | appreciate it.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Good to see you Chief.

CH EF CRAI G Good seei ng you.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: And woul d you do the honors or
sone flow of introduction of your staff please?

CHEF CRAIG | sure wll. If Ms. Wite could assist
me in that process. | can't see everyone. | know sone of
ny staff are on

MRS. WH TE: Yes, sir.

CH EF CRAIG Al right, thank you.

MRS. WHI TE: Yes, sir. Through the Chair, Director
Christopher G aveline, Director Katrina Patill o,
Commander Sam na Russel |, Commander Daryl Patterson
Commander Kyra Joy Hope Captain Lena Liddell, Captain
Brian Harris, Captain Keith WIllians, Captain Eric
Tosqui, Captain M chael Parish, Captain lan Severy,

Li eut enant Sharon McC ure, Sergeant Gmendol yn St okes, and
Seni or Corporal Douglas Bartell are in attendance today.
CH EF CRAI G Through the Chair. Thank you, M.

Wiite. And | want to thank ny staff for being here with
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me today. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Chief. M. Wite, do we
have any VIPs, we all VIPs but do we have any outstandi ng
or official elected or representative of officials.

MRS. WHI TE: Yes. Through the Chair. First, | do see
where Conm ssioner Wllie Burton and Conm ssioner Darryl
Brown have joined the neeting and al so DPO Vi ce President
Ron Thormas is here and Ms. Maria Overall of State
Representative Tyrone Carter's Ofice is here. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you for the attendance. The
next itemwould be ny report and I'mgoing to nove to
that area. The verdict rendered in the crimnal case of
the State of Mnnesota, |I'mjust going to say to the
former police officer, I'"'mnot going to dignify, you know
exactly what |'m speaking of, the former police officer
with M nnesota PD, bringing neasure accountability for
Ceorge Floyd's death. We hope his famly finds sone
confort in the jury of affirmation that M. Floyd's life
mattered and still does. Today al so show that a court of
| aw can and should hold Police Oficers accountable for
unpr of essi onal , unnecessary, and deadly act of viol ence
that violates the |law and oath to protect and serve and
human decency. Anmerica has still a lot of work to do to
stop the pattern of excessive and fatal force use by

Police Oficers, especially against people of color in
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case of m nor offenses.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Law enforcenent has many fine
prof essional, but the |lack of consistency standards,
accountability, and objective review neans that we
continue to see Traumatic death like M. Floyd in
resounding calls for police reform National action
remai ns essential to any police practice that is biased
and unfair in every comunity. And | want to really speak
to Chief Craig. He's one of the first police chiefs to
speak out on this matter that it |eaves a whole lot to be
desired. | think this was sonething | ess and proper
conduct, this was nmurder. So | just want to commend Chi ef
Craig and | also want to commend, | think the Acting
Chief in Mnnesota took the stand to condemm this type of
behavior. | think that's unique when the police chi ef
responds appropriately, what they have w tnessed on bl ack
and white in terns of the caneras.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Resol ution. W have a Resol ution
supporting the US Congressi onal approval of the George
Fl oyd Justice and Policing Bill to ensure the Board
continues to support these and other policy foruns. |
think we sent out copies of that's pending now, passed by
t he House, but it's still stuck in the Senate that we
know. W have a presentation fromdrug forfeiture,

Captain M chael Parish, and his team was schedul ed on our
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Board's cal endar. Unfinished business. W take up the

matter of MARS, M chigan Auto Recovery Service, DPD
towng nonitor. Captain Parish will be reporting out on
that. And attorney Jermai ne Wrick who represents MARS
will be in that process. W al so have Assi st ant

Cor poration Counsel, Ms. Ericka Witley, who will also
provide a |l egal opinion to the Board for consideration.
Today's towering matters only regard MARS towi ng. W are
schedul ed to receive other updates next week regarding
tow ng and general update regarding the RFP process,

whi ch again will take place next week.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Today we're scheduled to go into a
cl osed session this afternoon to di scuss personnel
matters. In new business, Article 11 speaks of conduct at
a neeting. As a rem nder, we adhere to the Board' s byl aws
and conduct a neeting, Article 11. Conm ssioners waiting
to be recognized to speak nust raise their hand. You may
physi cally raise your hand or use the zone control on
your conputer screen - the raised hand. | will know edge
you to speak. Vice-Chair Holt wll be the primary
responsi bl e person for that because | cannot see you
col l ectively. Please renmenber, you nust wait to be
recogni zed by the Chair. You nust speak to the Chair. |f
there are any violations of the Board bylaws, | would

nove forward with the proper procedure providi ng warnings
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and entertaining notioning alignment with Article 11

about conducting a neeting. Also, Board nenbers have
recei ved copi es once again, a Robert - I'msorry, the
Board byl aws, Robert rules of order in a docunent
speaki ng of neeting forum Hopefully that we can abi de by
- if you have questions for any panel, you can restrict
your marks to a question and within that three mnutes
timefrane, if we can abide by that.

MRS. WHI TE: Through the Chair, Madam if | can, for
the record I do have indication and | intended to
indicate this earlier. Deputy Chief Mark Bliss, Deputy
Chief, Elaine Mles and Captain Derek May are also in
attendance. Thank you.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Thank you, Ms. Wite.

VI CE- CHAIR HOLT: Chair, Bell, are you ready? Wo's
on nmute? Chair Bell, you on you're on nute.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Are we good now?

VICE-CHAIR Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: | apol ogi ze for that. | guess |
didn't hear Ms. Wite silence your phone. W nove on to -
| think this will finish my point. I just want to -
hopefully we can do a two-hour neeting and we can do it
inatimly manner. We can do it in a prophet manner. So
| just ask for your cooperation, your support. So we nove

on to the next itemwould be for Chief Craig.
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CH EF CRAI G Thank you, Chairman Bell. And |'m going

to give you a special thank you for not just your

support, but your acknow edgnent. As many of you know, |
was one of the first police chiefs, if not the first
police chief in a nation that cane out and explicitly
said that M. Floyd's killer should have been arrested by
t he agency he worked once they becane aware of the events
t hat we now know unfol ded. And so again, | thank you for
that. | start with crine and then I'll get an update on
two of our officer-involved in shootings and then cl osing
it out with a very short video. So in terns of our
violent crime, starting with hom cides, we're now at a
17% increase. It's been fluctuating since the begi nning
of the year between 15 to 25% And Detroit is,
unfortunately, no different fromnost major cities that
have all seen up crease except on our up crease, uptick
hasn't been quite as high as sone cities have experienced
in 30, 40, 50%increase in homcides. Qur sex assaults
were up 7% aggravated assaults were up 38% non-fatal
shootings, 44% and robberies we are down 33%

Carj ackings are up 31%wth an overall violent crine

I ncrease of 22% Qur property crinme, on the other hand,
we're down 26% So our overall part one crime inthe Gty
of Detroit is down 11%

CHEF CRAIG So I'lIl go right into the two
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shootings. As you know this has been a very tough week
for the department. Two officer-invol ved shootings both
resulting in fatalities. You ve heard ne report out in
recent weeks about the aggressive behavior by sone
suspects we've had. One week where there were four

I nstances where our Police Oficers were either shot at
and then | think it was a fourth incident a suspect was
approaching an officer with a long rifle. But starting
with the first one, 8 mle in Mhegan. So on April 18th
in the evening at 10:50, officers were on West MNi chol s
and Ward Street. They were investigating a non-fatal
shooting involving five victinms. Connected to that non-
fatal shooting, there was a vehicle accident that
resulted in a fatality of a 64-year-old nale.

CH EF CRAIG So as the officers arrived at the scene
both fromthe fatal squad, and also fromthe Precinct to
do the investigating involving shootings, roughly around
2:38 in the norning, the officers were still blocking the
streets, conducting their investigations when a 27-year-
old driving a |l ate nodel, Yukon SUV drove up into the
crime scene, firing one shot in the direction of the
officers. The round did strike one of the scout cars and
he continued to travel through the crinme scene. Oficers
initiated a high-speed pursuit based on the suspect's

actions the pursuit traversed fromthe Westside into the
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downt own area, and then on the Eastside and cul m nated at

Gatiot and 8-mle. Just a note, there were points during
this pursuit that the vehicle reached in excess of a
hundred mles an hour. Fortunately, it was the m ddl e of
the night, so it was very little traffic, pedestrian, or
vehicle traffic on the street at that hour.

CH EF CRAIG But needless to say, it was clear that
this was armed and dangerous suspect who was focused on
taking the life of a police officer. At sone point when
his vehicle came to arrest, it was because he had damaged
the vehicle. The suspect pulled into a parking |ot as he
got out of the car, he began to fire rounds at the
officer. The officers returned fire at that point. There
was a brief exchange of gunfire, the suspect then began
to run a short distance, maybe a half-mle or |less, an
of ficer pursuing himended up - another exchange of
gunfire, and it was at that point that we believe the
round fire was the fatal round. That individual was
pronounced at the hospital. Oficer's quickly went into a
| i fe-saving node. In fact, the officer's transported.
They didn't wait for EMS, transported, the subject to the
hospital. We don't really know a notive. The one thing
that we did find out that on the day prior his 21-year-
old friend by the nane of Malik Douglas was killed in a

di ce gane. He was deeply depressed over that incident,
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according to his famly and this 21-year-old was one of

three victins in that shooting in the 10th Precinct.

CH EF CRAIG And so a nonth before that he had
another loss he had a loss of a five-nonth-old cousin,
not sure what that was. There was no indication that he
had any history of nental illness, but his nother did
i ndi cate that he did have bouts with depression at tinmes.
So that's that first shooting. The second shooting, which
happened a coupl e of days ago in the 2000 Bl ock of
Hannah, officers around 4:30 on April 20th responded to a
mal e having a violent nmental crisis in the 11th Precinct.
Four officers arrived at the location. | spoke with a
call er who stated that the subject, a 32-year-old white
mal e had | ocked himself in the bathroom and had inflicted
serious injury to hinself wwth a very large knife. It
appeared nore to be Iike a butcher knife. As the officers
made entry into the house they wanted to make sure to get
anybody in the house safely to the front so that there
woul d be no injury. As the officer traverse through the
house, a very small space and went into the restroom
area. | nmean, it's hard to describe this was a - and | et
me just say this - this was a very horrific scene. This
suspect had self-inflicted a nunber of injuries,
including it appeared as if his intestines were com ng

out of his m dsecti on.
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CH EF CRAIG They were self-inflicted wounds to his

neck. And so as the officers nade entry, he was not

hol ding a knife at that point. In fact the officers, you
could see, |I had a chance to review the video severa
times. You could see the officers trying to pull himup
and they did get himstanding up. He was in a bathtub
that was full of blood and he was resisting. The officers
continued to try to help him they continued to

conmuni cate with himthat we just want to help you, we
don't want to hurt you. And he would say, | just want to
die, shoot ne now, just kill me. And the officers kept

t he conversation going. It was clear that he seened to be
under the influence of sonething. He was not very
responsive. So as they assisted himfromgetting out of
this bathtub, as he got out, he quickly reached down on
the floor and retrieved the knife that he had used to
inflict injury. As he did that one officer went into
approach in an effort to try to disarmhim There was a
struggle. And during that struggle, the officer was
stabbed in the upper thigh. And the struggle continued
one of the officers at the scene in a very small space
initially fired several shots. But unfortunately, it
appeared that that first or second shot struck the
officer who was in the struggle with this officer. As the

of ficer was continuing to struggle on the ground fighting
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over the knife at this point an officer fired several

nore shots striking the suspect. And fromthat, he then
succunbed to his injuries. | know there have been sone of
t hose questions that well, let me stop and say this, in
talking to the nother and the girlfriend they indicated
that the subject was suffering nmental illness, but was

al so a drug abuser.

CH EF CRAIG So out of respect for the famly, and
don't know if | nade it - because it was in such a
horri bl e scene, we did not rel ease the video. The subject
was al so nude and bl oody, and it was probably one of the
worst things |I've seen in some tine. So again, we're not
sure, | guess the nedical examner will rule as to
whet her or not he succunbed to his self-inflicted
injuries or fromthe shots that we fired. And so before
open it up for questions if | could have Sergeant Quinn
start the video, and this is a video depicting, just so
you know, in advance, sone of the events of |ast sunmmer,
including the HakimLittleton, | think it's inportant to
show you in sone |evel of detail, what our officers
experienced on those few days where there was viol ence.
And so with that, Sergeant Quinn, if you could roll the
vi deo.

VI DEO PLAYED.

CH EF CRAI G Thank you, Sergeant Quinn. And so
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just want to nmake one note before opening it up for any
guestions the Board m ght have, that one officer that was

given a description of the injuries he sustained, he is

still off work, hoping to return and to recover from
those injuries. So with that, I'll take any questions you
m ght have.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Ms. Anni e, can you see ny hand?
Ch,

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Conmi ssi oner Burch, go ahead.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Thank you, Chief Craig. Sir,

appreci ate you show ng the past, in the 20 the

protestors, nyself, I've seen all of those videos that
you' ve seen. Sir, |'masking you today, what's going on?
And I'Il say, where | live. In 11th Precinct it

continuously keeps on getting worse and worse. Wth the
gentl eman that got killed on Hanna, |I'masking if the
officers were there as they hel ped himto get out of the
bat htub, right? So at that tine, while they had hi munder
control wouldn't, they have handcuffed him So he
couldn't reach the floor to get the knife. And so |I'm
just | ooking at how our police are trained to take care
of thenselves, but |look like the trigger happy gun, just
|i ke the young girl, 16-year-old. She had a knife too,
Chief, and they shot her.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: So |'m 1 ooking at how there are
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ot her ways to stop these people that have issues. And,
and so it looked Iike the gun is the first thing they
use. They don't taser. They don't shoot in the leg or the
arm because they're trained to be Spot Shotters, Chief
Craig. So in nunber 11, we have nore issues with
speeding. And | know you hear about it, but what's going
to happen with ordinary citizens |ike nyself and others
that don't have the opportunity to speak with you. And
they speak to their conmanders, their captains, and al

of these people, but nothing is changed. |'mjust asking
you, what is your plan to stop the | awl essness of what

t hese people are trying to take over Detroit? | thank you
for your answers.

CH EF CRAIG Through the Chair. Two parts, and |et
me deal with the issue of the officer-involved shooting.
It's so sad to hear you focus on what we didn't do when
I f you had seen the video, these officers were struggling
with a very violent nmale nmental, full of blood, self-
inflicted. You can only inmagi ne what that scene | ooked
| i ke. Those officers cane in there, not trigger happy as
you woul d descri be, but when they saw the condition that
he was in an officer quickly went out to the police
vehicle to retrieve a nedic kit so he could start
appl ying pressure to stop the bl eeding. He was bl eeding

profusely. Unfortunately, because he was aggressive. And
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I f you' ve ever had a chance to deal with soneone who is
under psychosis or under the influence of sone type of
I ntoxi cant, sometines they have trenendous strength.

CH EF CRAIG This individual was very strong and
violent. And yes, as | said, in ny opening remarks, the
of ficer got stabbed, not by a pocket knife. So in a
perfect world, we would have been able to gain control.
And certainly, that was the officer's intent, get him
medi cal aid and apply whatever nedical treatnent they
coul d apply as he was being transported to the hospital.
Unfortunately, that didn't happen. In terns of an [28:51
i naudi bl e] report out every week. Every week, we run a
drag racing, drifting detail. The officers are out to
early nmornings of the hours. They put in trenmendous
effort, we're using the helicopter, we're using
under cover cars so that we can stop the reckl ess
behavior. And to the violence, specifically to the
violence, as | reported out, the violence is going up all
over, but let ne just say this. This is not just a police
I ssue is a reason why violence is up in all of these
maj or cities, around Anmerica, and not an excuse, but just
fact. These officers who are still engaged, who feel
supported in this department, because if you | ook around
this country, places Iike New York, Chicago, Los Angeles,

because of the |lack of support, those officers are taking

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© o0 N oo o A~ O w DNk

N N N o o T o o i
o A W N P O © © ~N o O » W N P O

04/ 22/ 2021 Page 24
a position of not wanting to engage. What these officers

do every day, they are putting thenselves in harns way,

t hey' re maki ng anywhere between 60 to 100 carrying
conceal ed weapon arrest a week, because we know nore
times than not the violent crine, the suspect has a gun.
And on this |ast week we saw, we saw nore incidents who
had t hese shooting scenes, there were nultiple incidents.
So | woul d hope that you would say to these men and wonen
who go out every night, thank you for putting your lives
on the line for ne, ny neighbors, and the city. And ||
concl ude on that point.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Can | respond to what she just
said, M. Bell?

CHAI RPERSON BELL: No, ma'am we're going to nove on
to the next question. If you don't m nd.

VICE-CHAIR HOLT: | believe Chair Bell, Conmm ssioner
Davi s, then Comm ssioner Bernard, and then Conm ssi oner
Her nandez.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. In that order, please.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: My question, sir, is this, |
keep hearing about a lot of hits and runs, and do you
know if the hit and runs are up; because that's what it
sounds |ike, and are we investigating hit and runs. and
have we cl osed any cases dealing with sone of these hits

and runs?
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CH EF CRAI G Through the Chair, Conm ssioner Davis,

| can't specifically tell you how many hit and runs. One
of the things |'m deeply concerned about that |'ve seen
an increase in, many of you probably saw the recent high
power ed charger that had an accident at the intersection
of Jefferson and Connors and the young man. | think he
was 21 years old. It was a fatal traffic accident. W
investigated. It started because it was a pursuit com ng
out of Grosse Pointe Park that ended in our city when he
hit a tractor-trailer truck. After |ooking at that we've
seen other reports of these individuals driving through
our streets at very high speeds and we don't chase for

m sdeneanor or traffic infractions. So in addition to the
efforts, we're making to abate the drag racing and this
ot her foolishness, that's going on with these drivers, we
depl oyed a helicopter up, we've gotten a conmtnent from
M chigan State police to assist us in the air.

CH EF CRAIG And we will deal with the activity on
the ground. W are depl oyi ng anywhere roughly on an
average of 64 officers on those nights to abate this kind
of behavior. But we can certainly get the hit-and-run
information. One of the things I'mgoing to direct ny
staff to do, | amvery curious. | knowtraffic accidents
are up year-to-date that |'maware, but | want to know

how many of themend in fatality. W' ve seen nore and
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nmore this year. | don't knowif sonme of it's pandem c-
rel ated because of the nmental health piece associated
with the pandemc, but certainly, we have had an
I ncr ease.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: Also is hone invasions up,
because | heard about a hone invasion this norning?

CH EF CRAIG Right now year-to-date our burglaries
are down 37% Property crimes overall down with a 26%
reduction in property crinmes. So that's not - and then
the crine of robbery of violent crinme is dowmn 33% Qur
areas of concern right now certainly are the crimnals
with guns, people who can't settle disputes, donestic-
rel ated type situations.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

CH EF CRAIG You're wel cone.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Conm ssi oner Bernard.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: | thank you, Vice-Chair Holt.
First of all, thank you for the video and the report
Chief, but I did want to follow up on about three
different little things. First of all, wth respect to
Conmmi ssi oner Burch, | don't think that she was saying
that the officers were trigger happy or anything el se
i ke that. The point of her comments was that in a closed
bat hroom si tuati on where a person is naked, and as you

say, had a knife and they didn't have a knife, actually,
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It was on the floor and as they got himout, he had the

knife and the officer was injured, of course, with the
kni fe, but he was actually shot by his fellow or sister
police officers. As you said, he was shot by friendly
fire. So his injuries appear to be nore related, |'msure
to gunfire than to the | eg wound that you say he incurred
with the knife. And | think her point was that in a
situation |like that, why would you have your gun drawn at
all and fire five or six shots or whatever nunber shots
there were and not just use a taser. The person's right
in your face. | think that was the inport of her
statenent that there's just too nmuch gunfire in general
Secondly, you indicated, in terns of the video, | would
be interested in receiving a copy of the after-action
report that the departnent actually filed in this issue,
as well as probably a copy of the training manual. |
think that the issues that we've seen nationally of
course relate directly. They can tal k about training and
training and training, and even the new George Fl oyd Act
has all this noney for training.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: So | just aminterested in and
what our training is. And then finally, we, of course,
are very supportive of our officers. | think that
Commi ssioner Burch is. | know that all the Comm ssioners

are supportive of our officers, but that doesn't nean
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that we don't have a different point of viewregarding a
particul ar, you know, facts or circunstances, but it's
not nmeant to be not supportive of our officers. |
personally, and | think you would agree with this Chief
Craig, amcommtted to our Police Oficers being peace
officers and safety officers. The whole word police now
have such a negative connotation in general, because you
know, all you can think of is billy clubs and guns and
bul | et proof vest, but the role of the sheriff and
certainly the role of the police departnent has
traditionally been that of peace officers, and as you
say, public safety officers to keep us safe. And | know
that sonetimes that's a difficult situation. Like you
say, it was the other night on 8-mle when the guy went
crazy, who commts a nmurder and then returns to the
scene. | nean, that was unbelievable. | couldn't believe
it, but 1"'mso glad that you were able to address that
situation, and unfortunately, we'll never know what
really caused it, but I'mglad that our officers are safe
fromall of these encounters. No one has been killed and
not in ternms of our police force, but | just wanted to
make those points regarding certainly the conmunity at
| ar ge.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. Report to chief answer.

| guess I'mgoing to have to nonitor the three m nutes
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remark. |'mnot doing it to help in that area. W have
been talking in extensive tinmefranes. So if we abide by
It, that would help us out. | know you've got a broad
state, but hopefully within that three m nutes. Chief
Crai g.

CH EF CRAIG | kind of touched on it before,
officers and | appreciate a difference of opinion. You
know, officers sonetinmes have a hair of a second to nake
a decision whether or not to use fatal force. This
certainly was that incident when he was in the bathtub,
as you appropriately indicated Comm ssioner Bernard. He
was not arned, he was overpowered; they didn't even know
where the knife was at the tinme. They knew he had self-
inflicted knife wounds, and clearly with the nature of
the injury without being too descriptive he mght've
succunbed to his injuries. W as yet don't know and t hat
wll be up to the nedical exam ners to nake that
determ nation. It was a very small space you indicate but
he was able to retrieve his knife and he was able to
injure the officer. And as you point out, yes, the
officer was shot by friendly fire, but it was a very
aggressi ve encounter that happened very quickly. And so
"1l end on that.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you,

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Conmi ssi oner Hernandez.
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COW SSI ONER HERNANDEZ: | appreciate the tine, |

appreci ate your report out today, Chief Craig. A very
qui ck question just the NPO program has received quite a
bit of coverage recently in terns of its success in the
community. Curious if you could share any insights into
pl ans that you m ght have to enhance that program and
continue to strengthen just the relationship with
policing in the conmunity.

CH EF CRAI G Thank you. Through the Chair. | thank
you, Conm ssioner Hernandez, for that. I'mvery proud of
the work that those men and wonen do. | just had a
meeting with all of themand thank them for the bridge-
building they do. | nean, if | were in a perfect world |
woul d enhance the program W had one enhancenent. |
think we started out with something |ike 42 and we're now
up to 56. And it's based on redefining or divide the city
up by geographic area. And if we were to expand it, it
woul d give those officers a smaller footprint thereby
t hey coul d have spent nore tinme in a nore effective way.
|"'mvery satisfied with what they're doing now but it
doesn't nean they're not things we could do. O course,
they are budgetary constraints. And so trying to expand
ri ght now probably would be difficult.

CH EF CRAIG But that's one of the prograns that |

very sel dom get any cause of conplaints of quality of
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|ife i ssues because they handle them As you, you m ght

al so know | ast year in response to a lot of the
complaints on traffic. I know Conm ssi oner Burch has
brought up a lot of traffic conplaints. So what we did in
response to that, we initiated two traffic nei ghborhood
police officers. One for the West and one for the East
and their sole purposes is to go out and just address
traffic. So that's a big focus for us because nost of the
conpl aints we get, even though violence is up, we are
never ignore traffic. And certainly, we are putting a
real substantial focus on it. In addition, | nean, in
addition to the NPO program | would |ove to have funding
to really expand our traffic enforcenent unit as well.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. Conm ssioner Jones.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Excuse me Chair Bell.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: | saw Conm ssi on Jones hands up,
go ahead.

COW SSI ONER JONES: Good afternoon, Chief and thank
you for reporting up. | did actually was able to make
that scene on Hanna and 8-mle. And then talk with sone
of the officers right there and one of the things you
have to realize is that when a suspect is nude and he's
bl oody and he's sweaty, You have to understand that it
woul d be extrenely difficult to try to bring sonebody

| i ke that under control, especially if they were on sone
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kind of a street pharnmaceutical as they say to begin

with. So | imagine the officers pretty much had their
hands very full in trying to even contain and control

t hat suspect, especially not know ng where the knife is.
So it seenms to ne that that woul d be understandabl e
circunmstances trying to hold sonebody that's sweaty and
bl oody, especially with them | ooking at his injuries.
They woul d probably think that he probably woul d not even
represent a danger at that point. Is that correct?

CH EF CRAI G Through the Chair, Conm ssioner Jones.
That's absolutely correct. You know, there's certainly a
| ot of concern when you're tal king about dealing with
bl ood. And so again, having seen the video and it was
like | said, it was horrific. Many of the officers were
traumati zed by the encounter because of what they saw,
and | don't know if | articulated it throughout, as he
stood in the bathtub, as they were assisting him He
said, several tines, please just shoot ne, shoot ne,
shoot ne in the head. It was not a situation - the
officers again, went into the situation, know ng that at
one point he had a knife. They didn't know where the
knife was. And so when we nake statenments |ike trigger
happy it is concerning. This is not trigger happy, these
officers went into preserve life, and even when we talk

about the incident froma couple of days prior, when that
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suspect had just shot at police officers, not once, but
t hree separate occasions they very quickly transitioned
into a life-saving node to that young man and then
transported himto the hospital.

COW SSI ONER JONES: Thank you, Chief.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Vice-Chair Holt.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Yes, Conmi ssioner Brown and
Conmmi ssi oner Burton.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: In that order. Thank you

COW SSI ONER BROMN:  Good afternoon, Chief, it's a
pl easure having you before us today. And | just want to
just express ny thanks and just happy that none of the
officers were hurt fatally. |I knowit's a tough job that
t hey' re doing today, but on a happier note, | was just
wanting to ask you a question about the MSU report on
G eenlight studies. And | was reading it, and | saw sone
of the things that I thought were not in the report. The
question was what, if you know off the top of your head,
or may have it in the data before you, is what were our
nunbers on carjackings at gas stations before G eenlight
and the expansion of the programand what it is today,
and the sanme thing with armrobberies and things |ike
that. You know, if we have those nunmbers, | think that
was sonething that they really mssed to capture in their

st udy.
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CH EF CRAI G Through the Chair. Thank you

Commi ssi oner Brown. | don't have those nunbers with ne,
but | can tell you, one of the things | thought to report
mssed. | didn't reviewit probably in the |evel of

detail that you did. You know, it's hard for anybody to
say how nuch crinme was prevented. You can show where when
crime goes down and as you all know, the Geenlight was
bi rt hed, because when | got here it just seened that the
carj ackings were out of control. The departnent, the
conmuni ty was kind of desensitized to it. In other cities
|'ve worked carjacking was a big deal. | nean, we tal ked
about people going to get gas or going to a variety store
havi ng guns pointed at them and snatch out of cars, it
was horrific. So | thought if we could find a way to nake
t hese | ocations safe havens, then it be less |ikelihood
of a violent crine by carjacking, | can tell you w thout
having the data that and up until just recently, but the
carj acki ngs are not happening at Geenlight |ocations
because suspects know. Early on, when we nmade a few hi gh-
profile arrests associated with Geenlight |ocations,
whet her it was a shooting people respond. So what a
police chief or a police departnent, or a crim nol ogi st
can say is how nmuch crine did we prevent? | nean, nobody
can really say definitively. So how many carj ackings did

we prevent at Geenlight |ocations? These scientists
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can't tell you that, chief can't tell you that. But we
know t hat crines have been prevented. So when | talk
about the 60 to 100 carrying a conceal ed weapon arrests
t hat we make, how many shooti ngs have we prevented or
mur der s? Nobody can tell you.

CH EF CRAIG W just know that if we certainly go
out and focus on individuals who are illegally carrying
guns, that certainly can have an inpact. And | didn't
really articulate this very well in one of ny earlier
responses, but the other concern is once we arrest them
and understand bail reform and there is a need for bai
reform but we have to be thoughtful because if we're
arresting say a violent crimnal who is illegally
carrying a gun, he laughs at our officers and says, no
big deal, 1'd be out before you get off work today. That
woul d be a problem but there was no incentive not to
carry a gun, no incentive to prevent a shooting if there
are no consequences. That's just ny view, my opinion
based on ny years as a practitioner. But thank you for
t he questi on.

COW SSI ONER BROMN:  Thank you, Chi ef.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: Yes. Good afternoon, Chief. Few
guestions real quick. Pertaining to the situation that

t ook place on Hanna Street, is DPD going to | ook at
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providing nmental health training to our nmenbers in our
community. | know that you nentioned sonething in the
past about COVID, how a lot of crinmes are being commtted
here in the City of Detroit since the start of the
pandem c, but we know that officers have training when it
cones to crisis intervention, but our comunity has zero.
| just want to know, is there any discussion for, |ater
this summer to provide training to residents, whether
it's by Zoomor within the Precincts with nei ghborhood
police officers or anything of that nature?

CH EF CRAIG Through the Chair, Conm ssioner, Burton
that's a great question. As you know, | know we both are
passi onate relative to how do we fix this mental health
crisis? And believe ne, it's a crisis. it's exacerbated
since the pandemc. | think it ties into the violence. It
ties into the way people drive, but you' re absolutely
correct. And | |ike what you just said. And certainly, |
know t hat Commander Hope is on the Iine, and who oversees
our nei ghborhood police officers. But | think this is a
great opportunity to host a form a community forum
tal ki ng about nental health and what can comunity
menbers | ook out for? How can they be hel pful ? You know,
| do believe with the nunber of crisis calls we receive
and the fact that on sone occasions, our special response

t eam responds out.
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CH EF CRAIG What would it be like if a famly

menber or community nenber knows that sonmeone is going
through a crisis? And if we can proactively work with
this new co-respond work that we're doing with DWHN and
the Detroit Police Departnent, what can we do
proactively? So | think this is a great opportunity. |

wi Il have Commander Hope and Captain Leonard G| bert, who
oversees this new initiative we're |launching and see if
we can't put together a comunity forum and naybe

Commi ssi oner Burton, you can assist us in hosting that

effort. | think we m ght have to do several foruns |ike
that. | think it would be a great, great first start if
you will.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: Sure. ['Il be honored. Thank
you.

CH EF CRAI G Thank you.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Conmi ssi oner Hol | ey.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: Thank you, and through the
Chair, and Chief, thank you so nmuch for all you do. |
know peopl e, get on us about the fact that we support you
but we should. You represent us very well nationally, and
| want to thank you.

CH EF CRAI G Thank you.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: My concerns are two little

things. Can you |let the community know how do you guys
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tell the difference between a gun and a taser? Is it

uniformy across the country the sane way? Is it yellow,
red, blue, and black? Just help us with that in a brief
way. The other thing, | hope you got ny nessage about the
old roll call and how you handling this stuff that goes
on all over this country now. And because our guys have
to know they have capital punishment on their side, their
gun is capital punishnment, and when they use it, that's
what it is. | want to hope that you got nmy nessage and
sonehow you' Il conme back at a later date with the Chair's
perm ssion to talk about the roll call and how you deal
with this with the officers and you see what's goi ng on
out there so that we m ght get an understandi ng what
you're saying to them Thank you so nuch. M. Chairman,
can | be responded to, sir?

CH EF CRAIG Okay. Through the Chair. Thank you,
Conmi ssi oner Holley. You know this is a very serious
I ssue that | personally take very seriously. | know ny
executive and conmmand team we're reinforcing constantly
the inportance of when deadly force is used. And | wi ||
tell you what's alarmng to me is the nunber of very
dangerous encounters our officers are facing today. | use
the illustration of the 60 to 100 plus guns that we take
of f of people carrying illegally, and it happens w thout

I ncident. And when you really break it down to the nunber
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of calls that we go on each and every day and broaden it,
even in this country, the vast majority of police
officers get it right. And so you know, one shooting
that's classified as a crimnal act is one too many. But
what we oftentimes mss out on in this conversation is
when an officer uses deadly force, it's not always
considered crimnality.

CH EF CRAIG It's just not. No officer wants to use
it, but it has happened, but that's a very snall
percentage where it's determned that the officer's use
of deadly force was crimnal. And as | pointed out
earlier in ny remarks that M. Floyd's killer was a
crimnal and justice was served. But now going to your
specific point about the difference between a firearm
handgun, and a taser. Qur officers |ike nost departnents,
you know train for that. There's a reason why the taser
and so out in Mnneapolis or Battle, known as Buffalo
Center, if you notice the video, the taser was on the
opposite side it was inverted, not in a holster like a
handgun, and that's done for a reason because once you're
trai ned, you understand and know when you reach, you
know, if you're reaching for a firearmor you reaching
for your taser. If you reach for your taser, you've got
to cross your body. Instinctively you know that. \Wen you

reach for your handgun, you're going on your strong side,
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you instinctively know that. And so training does play a
key role. I know there's a I ot of conversation about it
bei ng an accident is certainly gross neglect. The other
t hi ng when you pick up a taser, the taser's weight in
conparison to a firearmis significantly different. And
so when you take your firearmout of your holster, you
are acquiring a target. You're looking at your sites

unl ess you' re point shooting, but you should know t hat
you're holding a firearmand not a taser. But the one
question | had, and | tal ked about this on national news.
When | saw the video, and | know, | don't know all the
facts, but just based on the video | saw, | even had a
concern. Way we even depl oy a taser, now.

CH EF CRAIG Ganted the young man was wal ki ng away.
| don't know if at the time they knew he had a fel ony
warrant, they said he had a felony warrant for robbery
but did they know it at the tine? Probably not. | nean,
you're not going to approach a car in that fashion, and,
you know, soneone has a felony warrant, at |east by
training, you shouldn't. But that said, the resistance
was to a point, why didn't they just handcuff himor the
other officer walk around the car and put hands on him
take control of himand handcuff him Those |I don't have
the answer to, but it just seens |like combn sense. |

want to divert for a mnute, and then | think it was
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Conm ssi oner Bernard that had this question. | did see in
the video initially I'"m going back to the Hanna i nci dent.
The officers did have the handcuff out and they were
maki ng an effort to put the handcuffs on him He was

bl oody, they couldn't secure a cuff and he was still in

t he bathtub when they were doing this. And then because
of how aggressive he was noving, he obviously knew he
needed to get to that knife. It's just the officers
didn't know, but I'mglad | was able to renenber it and
touch on that. So | hope Reverend Holley, | answered your
guesti on.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Chief. W're going to
call close this session out. W have about 19 speakers
who want to do public conment. As you see, we have a |ong
agenda, but | think the Chief needs to make one nore
statement. | want the Board to know that we work with the
Chief in terns of recoomending a yellow taser, which is
different fromthe gun color. But | think that people
need to know, the Conmm ssion needs to know, it is not our
job to try to scrutinize what all took place. That is not
our role, but I think the Chief needs to speak to what
happened after the shooting. There's an internal
I nvestigation, the second investigation if | mght be
using ny past, but you speak to how you, in review ng

these particular matters. And the Chief stated the 1,001
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I nstance where there is no gun used that they handl ed

this job, whether you hear about the highlights all the
time. So Chief Craig, could you speak to what takes place
after the shooting by a police officer.

CH EF CRAIG R ght. Thank you Chairman Bell for
bringing that up because it is a process. You know,
certainly, we started our investigation. Wat we do, we
have the good fortune of having the Mchigan State Police
enbedded. And one of our teans when we have an officer-

i nvol ved shooting as by protocol, the Mchigan state
police takes the |l ead on that officer-involved shooting
i nvestigation. And so that's inportant to know. Once we
get through our investigation or just before we conplete
it, I have instituted sonmething that didn't exist before
you may have heard ne nention it, but we do sonething
called a 72-hour briefing and what we do at that
briefing, we call and tactical experts. W call themthe
commandi ng officers of the officers involved in the
shooting. Qur executive teamis present.

CH EF CRAIG And what we're also doing nowis we're
bringing in new sergeants like on this one we're
conducting on Monday. We're bringing in the entire new
| i eutenants and sergeants class. It's inportant for them
to understand the issues. So we don't wait until there's

a conplete investigation that happens several nonths down
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the line. In 72-hours, we have enough information to get

an assessnment. \Wiat | want to know is were the tactics
used in that situation appropriate, and if not, why not?
And if they weren't used appropriately, do we have

m sconduct; is it a practice that we're teaching or
that's inproper? I'll give you an exanple. And this is
why the 72-hour briefing is so inportant. Before | was
appoi nted as Chief here, you may renmenber one of our
officers, he was affectionately known as Wl veri ne.

CH EF CRAIG Wl verine was working a high-profile
unit that went after nurder suspects. They were going
after a nurder suspect and what they did, tactically they
boxed in the suspect. Now boxing in is where a police car
cones up behind, and a police car cones to the front.
That is horrible and very dangerous tactics because what
you create is what we call a crossfire situation. So if
t hat suspect who's boxed in decides to shoot it out with
the police, which in this case it did happen. The
officers in front are shooting, officers in the rear are
shooting, and now you expose these officers to friendly
fire. Wlverine was killed by friendly fire. So when we
have this 72-hour briefing and again, that predates ne,
Is so that we can look at and scrutinize whether or not
this was a proper shooting, were the tactics used. And

even though the investigation may not be conplete, | want
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to be able to in a very swift way, assess whether or not
we need to retrain those officers or retrain the entire
departnent. And so we put in place so nuch scrutiny on
the situation that happened where the individual drove

t hrough our crinme scene. Again, we'll be exam ning the
Issues in that one to see if the tactical response was
appropriate. And then |like this one involving the bathtub
and the subsequent shooting, we'll be exam ning that very
t horoughly and certainly render whatever training if we
determine training as appropriate. And then lastly, after
the actual investigation is conplete that then goes over
to the Wayne County Prosecutor, and this is an al

of ficer-involved shooting incident. It goes to the
Prosecutor, the Prosecutor then conducts an independent
review and investigation and her office will determ ne
whet her or not the actions by the officers represented
crimnality. And so there are a nunber of layers that are
in place that frankly just don't exist in every

depart ment.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Chief Craig.

CH EF CRAIG You're wel cone.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: And thank you for reporting out
and entertaining and all the questions and concerns.
We're going to have the George Floyd Justice Bill read by
Assistant Chair, Vice-Chair Holt. Thank you.
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VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Thank you, Chair Bell. Draft

Resol ution supporting US Congressional approval of the
George Floyd Justice in Policing Bill. WHEREAS t he
residents of the Gty of Detroit created the Board of
Pol i ce Conm ssioners through the 1974 Gty Charter for
civilian oversight and control of the police departnent
to help public transparency and accountability; and
WHEREAS one of the Board's nandates include the review
and approval of policy directives integral to the best
organi zati onal practices, procedures, and culture, by the
core comunity, policing, crime reduction, and public
safety. In this role, the Board routinely suggest
revisions to policy directives and frequently is at the
forefront of police reform and WHEREAS, the M nneapolis
police killing of George Floyd on Menorial Day 2020
caused gl obal outrage and led to protests agai nst police
brutality. As a mature oversight Board, the Board quickly
t ook action to ban strangleholds and to require a duty to
I ntervene anong other vital policy updates that help
Detroit provide concrete changes very quickly and
reassure the public that its voices were heard; and
VHEREAS, the Board of Police Comm ssioners have call ed
for federal action to provide consistent standards,
accountability, and objectives, and objective reviews of

all law enforcenment agencies. The Board has supported
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that all actions as vital to stopping fatal police

encounters, like the one that killed M. Floyd and endi ng
non-fatal patterns of racial profiling and police
brutality and racial profiling; and WHEREAS, the Ceorge
Fl oyd Justice and Policing Bill has supported by the US
Representative Karen Bass on June 8, 2020, and approved
by the House on March the 3, 2021, will achieve many of
the Board's goals. House Bill 7120 will increase
accountability for |aw enforcenment m sconduct, enhance
transparency and data collection and help elimnate
racial profiling and other discrimnatory policing
practices. The Bill also facilitates federal enforcenent
of constitutional violations |ike excessive use of force
by state and | ocal enforcenent. Among other things, the
Bill Iimts qualified imunity as a defense in civil
cases against a |aw enforcenent officer or a state
correctional officers, and authorizes the Departnent of
Justice to issue subpoenas in an investigation of the
police departnent, for a pattern or practice of

di scrimnation. HB 7120 al so creates the National Police
M sconduct Registry to conpile data on conpl aints and
records of police m sconduct; so THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED
that the Detroit Board of Police Conmm ssioners support
Congr essi onal passage of House of HB 7210 known as the

George Floyd Justice and Policing Bill as vital to 21st
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Century Policing and to hel p ensure the federal

standards, accountability, and review for |aw enforcenent
agenci es.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you Vice-Chair Holt, and
Ms. Wite, and the team Comm ssioners, what is your
pl easure?

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: So nove.

COVM SSI ONER JONES: Support .

COW SSI ONER HERNANDEZ: Support .

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: It has been properly noved and
supported. Discussion. Those in favor, Aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. The notion pass. W
nove on to Captain Parish, doing forfeiture.

MRS. WHI TE: Yes. Through the Chair, Captain Parish
Is present, and al so Sergeant Darchell Brown, who will be
presenting out on forfeiture. Captain Parish. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

CAPTAI N PARI SH: Through the Chair. Thank you for
havi ng me. Sergeant Darchell Brown is the officer in
charge of the forfeiture section and she did an
incredible job during forfeitures, the | ast presentation
on forfeitures. So we are having her back again and |
trust her presentation is going to be just as good as the

| ast one. Sergeant Brown. Go ahead.
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CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

SERGEANT BROMN: First of all, let me say - can you
guys hear ne?

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Very wel I .

SERGEANT BROMWN: Ckay. First of all, let ne say |ast
time | did this presentation, Conmm ssioner Holley
corrected me on ny termnology and | just want to say
t hank you so nuch. W no |onger use prostitute, we use
sex worker. So again, thank you so much. | and ny team
has changed our vocabulary. W do want to be politically
correct. Can we bring up the PowerPoint, please?

MRS. WHI TE: Yes, we can. W have desi gnated both you
and Captain Parish as co-hosts, but we can bring it up at
this tine. Thank you.

SERGEANT BROMN: Ckay. First slide. Actually, can we
go to the second slide, please? Forfeiture is a
recogni zed net hod of conbating illegal drug trafficking
and curbing I ewd and other wanton behavior. It should be
noted that this is a formof deterrence. This should
never be used as harassment. Next slide, please. This is
just a slide to show where forfeiture falls in the
hi erarchy of the departnent. O course, we are |led by our
Chief of Police, Janes E. Craig. Then it falls on the
support side of the house under David, correction,

Assi stant Chief David LeValley. Under AC LeValley is
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speci al services |ed by Conmander Sam na Russel. Under

Conmander Russel, we have nmanagenent services |ed by
Captain M chael Parish, which forfeiture falls under |ed
by nmyself. Can we go to the next slide, please?

SERGEANT BROMN: The role of the forfeiture section.
Forfeiture is responsible for receiving and processing
all forfeiture petitions. So we ensure that all reports
and forms are conpleted are accurate before we submt the
petitioners to the Wayne County Prosecutor's Ofi ce.

Next, we serve as a liaison between the Detroit Police
Departnent and the Wayne County Prosecutor's Ofice or
any other prosecuting agency. So if anything is needed to
make sure we can nove forward with the case, we nmake sure
that that prosecuting agency has everything that they
need. For an exanple, if they need a body camwe wil |
make sure that they have the body camto nove on with the
case. Next, we track the status of all forfeiture cases.
We maintain statistics that's required by | aw and
departnment policy. So that also entails us conpleting
state and departnental audits. W serve as the final
repository for all forfeiture case files and we provide

I nformati on, guidance, and training in all matters
pertaining to civil asset forfeiture. Next slide, please.

SERGEANT BROMWN: So what is civil asset forfeiture?

It's a |l egal process that involves divestiture w thout
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conpensation of property that was used in a manner

contrary to local state and federal law. So in other
words, to break it down, it's the illegal taking of
anot her's property w thout conpensation because they use
that property illegally. The types of civil asset
forfeiture, the drug asset forfeiture an exanple of that
woul d be a narcotic case. A vehicle used to carry illegal
drugs. The nui sance abatenent. An exanpl e of nuisance
abat enent woul d be the offer to engage case where soneone
woul d try and pick up a sex worker in that vehicle. O
course, the crinme is against the property and not the
person, but this is to protect public health. Next, we
will have the ON repeat offenders. So a person
previously convicted or has entered a guilty plea.
SERGEANT BROMN: Next we have the drag racing
forfeiture, which is so popular right now because it is
so dom nant in our city. And |I'mgoing to touch on that
in ny next slide. So next would be the felony identity
theft. Then we have the ommi bus forfeiture. The ommi bus
forfeiture is special because it's so many different
crimes that fall under it. So just to nanme a few hone
I nvasion, crimnal sexual conduct, dogfighting, robbery,
| arceny that's just to nanme a few, but we have a | ot of
crimes that fall under the omibus forfeiture but

regardl ess of what type of forfeiture it is, the goal is
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deterrents. Next slide, please.

SERGEANT BROWN: So in Novenber of 2020, the Wayne
County Drag Racing Ordi nance was anended to include the
drifting. If you ook at just the yellow part, |I'm not
going to read the whole thing because | know I have only
10 mnutes, but it includes things such as drifting,
sliding or donuts involving |oss of traction and or
repeatedly driving the vehicle in circles or figure
eights or in a sideways notion in circles or figure
eights. So this was anended, so it would be easier for
t he Wayne County Prosecutor's Ofice to fight these types
of cases. Next slide, please.

SERGEANT BROWN:. The process of forfeiting property.
So the first thing is the investigation. The officer
comes in contact with a subject while he's doing his
I nvestigation, he has probable cause to believe that the
property was used illegally. Again, it's the property,
not the person. Be it the proceeds of a crine, the
substituted proceeds of the crine, or an instrunment of
the crine. Once that probable cause is established, then
the property seizure and notice of intent to forfeit is
conpl eted at the scene and serve to the person who
initially possessed the seized property. Once the
forfeiture office receives all the paperwork the

departnent will petition the Wayne County Prosecutor's
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Ofice to bring the appropriate forfeiture action agai nst

the property. If a person's property is no | onger subject
to forfeiture we're put on notice, we take pronpt action,
and we rel ease that property according to DPD protoco
and under normal circunstances it usually takes place
within a 14 day peri od.

SERGEANT BROWN: Forfeited cash assets are deposited
into the Departnent's forfeiture account. This account is
managed by the O fice of Departnmental Financial Services.
Tangi bl e Property is sold at auction. The funds are
subsequent|y deposited into DPD forfeiture account.
Commi ssi oner Bernard, | know that you were particularly
interested in the drag racing portion of the process, so
break it down, the investigating officer observes soneone
drag racing. Once he makes his observation, that's the
probabl e cause right there that the property is used to
facilitate the crinme. Then the officers prepare the case,
it's brought over to the Forfeiture Ofice. Everything is
checked by ny team and then everything is checked through
supervision. | take a |ook at everything and then it's
submtted to the Wayne County Prosecutor's O fice. But
ultimately it's up to the Prosecutor's Ofice to nove
forward to set or waive redenption fees. It's up to them
what cases they want to nove forward wth again. But even

t hough we do get a lot of forfeiture cases submtted to
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us, there's no guarantee that we're going to wn al
forfeiture cases. Next slide, please.

SERGEANT BROMWN: Are forfeiture dollars used for. As
a general matter, they are used for anything that can
hel p us enforce the law. So training, equipnent,
facilities supplies, or other prograns that may hel p us
conbat crinme. Prohibit uses would include general
gover nment uses, personal gain, or place |aw enforcenent
budget ed al | owance. Next slide, please. How does - |'m
sorry, I'"mlost here. How does civil asset forfeiture
hel p the comunity? Once again it's a formof deterrent.
It dissuades crimnals fromconmtting crinmes and
disrupts the illegal enterprise. Cvil asset forfeiture
is hel pful by renmoving property used to facilitate
i Il egal conduct and placing it back into a legitimate
stream of commerce. So for exanple, if a vehicle was
forfeited for transporting illegal drugs and that vehicle
is forfeited, then we auction it off to soneone who uses
that same vehicle to get back and forth to work every
day, or that vehicle could go into our fleet and be used
as an undercover vehicle, which also hel ps conbat crine.
Next slide, please. Sonme significant events. In 2019,
there were sone changes in the forfeiture laws where it
prohibited forfeiting a person's property unless the

owner was convicted or enter a guilty plea. The marijuana
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| aws changed in Mchigan, made it legal to possess no

nmore than 2.5 ounces in public, 10 ounces, or 12 plants

I n your home. And then once again, in Novenber 2020 the
Wayne County Drag Raci ng Ordi nance was anmended to incl ude
drifting. Next slide, please.

SERGEANT BROWN: The forfeiture stats | included
three years on these stats because we are still in our
current fiscal year. And in fiscal years, 2018 and 19, we
seized a little over 1.6 mllion in currency, seized
1,059 vehicles, file 1,742 forfeiture petitions, and the
F case and DET that you see down there is just a
breakdown of that 1,742 cases. The F cases will be the
drug cases and the DET woul d be the nui sance abatenent.
And in the fiscal year 2019 to 20, we seized al nost
$800, 000 in currency, seized 372 vehicles, and file 658
forfeiture petitions. Next slide, please. Again, this is
our current fiscal year. So this goes fromJuly
correction, yes, July 1, 2020, to current. So, far we
have seized 724,000 in currency, seized 301 vehicles,
file 768 forfeiture petitions. And again, that's the
breakdown. The F cases, drug cases, DET will be the
nui sance abatenment. The 18 woul d be the omi bus agai n,
that's the statute where a |lot of different crines can
fall under and one ON case. And that will conplete ny

presentation. |If anyone has any questions feel free.
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CHAI RPERSON BELL: Any questions for Sergeant Brown?

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Commerci al Bernard

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Thank you for your report. It
was an excellent report. Just a couple of really quick
guestions. Wien you said in your initial remarks that
this process is not to be used for harassnment. If people
have conpl ai nts about the forfeiture process, they would
bring that to our office, to the OCl, or to you?

SERGEANT BROWN: Wl |, no. The forfeiture process is
set in place by law. So we only go by what is legally
deened for us to do.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: As filing an inpoundnent?
Correct. You inpound the vehicle, correct, at the scene
and then you start the forfeiture?

SERGEANT BROMN: Correct.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: And finally, do you have any
houses or other property? | nmean, | know you have a | ot
of personal property jewelry, things like that, but do
you also forfeit houses?

SERGCEANT BROMN: Houses? Yes, we do. W have been
working with the Wayne County Prosecutor's Ofice to go
after nore real property because it has been so many drug
houses that have been hit tine and tine and tine again,
and it's a real nuisance. So we've been working closely

with the Prosecutor's Ofice to nove forward with sone
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real property cases.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. Sergeant Brown,
out st andi ng.

SERGEANT BROWN: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: We nove on to the InterimBoard
Secretary report, M. Wite.

MRS. WHI TE: Chair, Honorable Board, if you could
pl ease refer to the neeting agenda today for the incom ng
correspondence and they are as follows. The weekly DPD
facial recognition technology report for the week of
April 12th, 2021 through April 18, 2021, Detroit al umi
chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority |ncorporated
submtted their flyer regarding the children's nental
heal th awareness for the date of April 28, 2001, from
excuse ne, 2021 from7 to 9:00 pm Also, the Board
received the Detroit news article entitled; Has Detroit
Controversial Project Geenlight Wrk Findings and Study
O fer Clues. And the date was for April 18, 2021

MRS. WHI TE: The Board received chief James E. Craig
| etter of recommendation to pronote police officer
Bashawn Gaines to the rank of Sergeant al so the National
Prescription Drug take-back day 2021 flyer is included in
this week's packet for the date of April 24th from 10: 00

amuntil 1:00 pmat the 2nd Preci nct nmenorandum on behal f
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of MARS and the request for oral testinony dated April

20, 2021. Al so, the Board received a letter fromthe | aw
of fices of Jerone and McLean on behalf of the Detroit
Towers Associ ation dated April 21. Al so, correspondence
fromthe Gty Law Departnent regardi ng the recomendati on
concerning the MARS Tow Conpany and the Honorabl e Board
al so received witten correspondence from Director
Katrina. Patillo fromthe DPD HR Bureau regarding witten
responses and responses to the Board' s questions posed
during the human resources presentation and the Honorabl e
Board. W see various other staff reports for your

consi deration, and that concludes this week's incom ng
correspondence. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Ms. Wite.

VI CE-CHAIR HOLT: M. Chair.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Yes ma'am Coul d you pause for a
second? I'mgoing to ask the Board to nodify the agenda
for the Chief Craig letter, speaking to the pronotion of
O ficer Bashawn Gaines to the rank of Sergeant, a person
that you all know but the letter dropped out. That person
has been added to the class, and that class is crucial to
processing to the rank of Sergeant. So Vice-Chair Holt,
now you can entertain

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Thank you Chair Bell. Yes, | nove

to approve.
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COW SSI ONER BURCH: Excuse ne. M. Bell, Pastor
Hol | ey had his hand up.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Okay. You have a question for
Ser geant Brown?

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: No, sir M. Chairnan. There was
a mstake in the report for Ms. Wite. She's using word
tours other than towers. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Okay. Thank you. Vice-Chair Holt.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Thank you. Again, | nove to approve
Chief Craig's recommendation to pronote to the rank of
Sergeant Police O ficer Bashawn Gai nes.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: Second.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: It has been properly noved and
second. Di scussi on.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Madam Vi ce-Chair, would you be
willing to entertain a friendly anendnent to add to your
notion, to put that on the agenda that we postpone to
next week the personnel item since the Chief's report
was about an hour, and this neeting is going to |last a
| ot | onger than usual

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Coul d you el aborate; what are you
sayi ng?

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Onh, you had nentioned M.

Chai rman, when you initially opened the neeting that we

were going to have an executive session today, and you
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al so stated you want to | eave the neeting to two hours. |

was six sinply suggesting that naybe we woul d nove the
executive session to next week because it's because
you're already at al nost two hours and we're not there
yet.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Well, |et us pause on that, and

let's nove on to the pronotion of the Sergeant.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Wl |, | said that but it's not
that. | don't have any problemw th pronoting the
Sergeant. | mean, | agree with that, M. Chairman, |I'm
sayi ng anendi ng the agenda. |'m saying why don't you

amend the agenda for both reasons?

CHAI RPERSON BELL: |I'mnot ready at this tinme because
we have people prepared to cone before us on that
session. So | don't want to postpone that. The notion's
on the floor, the notion of rank of Sergeant. Any
di scussi on?

COW SSI ONER BROMN:  So noved.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: It's been properly noved and
supported. Those in favor, Aye.

ALL: Aye.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: The notion carries. Thank you,
Vice-Chair Holt. W nove on to any unfini shed business
M chi gan Auto Recovery, sir. Is that Ms. Wite?

MRS. WHI TE: Yes, sir. To the Chair. Captain M chael
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Parish will be presenting the Departnent's position and
recommendation on that item Also, attorney Jermaine
Wrick is present to represent his client the M chigan
Aut o Recovery Services and Assistant Corporation Counsel,
Ericka Savage Wiitley is also present fromthe Law
Departnent and has al so provided her |egal opinion to the
Honor abl e Board for your consideration.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Yes ma'am Thank you.

MRS. WHI TE: Captain Parish, to the Chair, | believe
you are mnuted.

CAPTAIN PARI SH: Can everyone hear ne?

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN PARI SH: | thank you. Through the Chair,
t hanks for having me back just nonents |ater fromthe
forfeiture presentation to discuss this inportant matter
As the Board is well aware the departnment filed a very
extensive referral investigation that contains 4 grounds
for termnation against Mchigan Auto Recovery, the tower
ad issue. I'"'mnot going to reiterate the investigation in
its entirety. I'mgoing to go through the charges that we
believe are points of referral to this Board are grounds
for termnation and just highlight the nost key el enents
associated with those points of referral. The first point
of referral and ground for termnation is that MARS had

t owed vehicles wthout authorization fromthe DPD s
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Di spatch Center. Let ne just talk about why this is

| mportant for a nonent.

CAPTAI N PARI SH: Ckay. The Board passed rules in
2010. One of those rules was that vehicles would not be
towed by private towers unless those towers were properly
filtered through the authorized tow rotation. And that
was al so to prevent officers fromcalling their friends
to tow vehicles for them Tow ng opportunities were to be
equi tably distributed anmongst private towers. So the
Board created a rule to ensure that that happened in that
rule is sinmply this no vehicle shall be towed without
aut hori zation fromthe Detroit Police Departnents
Di spatch Center. They are the keepers of the tow ng
rotation. In 2019, the DPD received information
suggesting that an officer assigned to the 6th Precinct
was contacting tow conpanies directly for tows. The two
t ow conpani es were V&F, which this Board already issued a
deci sion on back in 2020 and the other tow conpany was
MARS. The Board will recall that V&F received a 45 day
suspension for its violations. Follow ng receipt of the
information, the DPD commenced as required an
I nvestigation into the activities of the tow ng conpany.

CAPTAI N PARI SH: This involved an investigation of
the officer by personnel assigned to Internal Affairs.

Oficer Tonti was interviewed. He was the O ficer that
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was reaching out directly to the tow conpani es. The

of ficer cane clean, he specifically stated, nmade it very
clear that he was contacting the tow conpanies directly.
He was friends with the owers of the tow conpany,

i ncl uding the owner of MARS. You would call themdirectly
for tows. And he had a relationship with themthat
spanned for quite a while. Ckay. O ficer Tonti was |ater

i ssued a suspension for his role in these violations. The
suspensi on was a three-day suspension and that was in
part due to the fact that the officer cane clean was
honest fromthe get-go. As part of the investigation, the
owner of MARS, M. Gegory Rdio was called in for an
interview. And to be honest, | thought during the course
of the interview, that MARS would sinply state that it
made a m stake, acknow edged that it nmade a m stake, and
this referral would have | ooked nmuch different.

CAPTAIN PARI SH: That is not the case. MARS deni ed
any know edge that it was receiving calls directly from
officer Tonti, despite the fact that there was an
I ncredi bl e amount of evidence to that fact. So this was
sonmewhat shocking, but it was revealing. In the OGs
because as | stated to the Board in a prior referral,
when a tow conpany is being investigated by the DPD, we
al so turn over investigative material to the O G because

the tow conpanies that tow for us may also tow for other
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entities [01:34:36 inaudible] over those forns and

I ndependent finding the O G noted that MARS contradi cted
itself, contradicted it's statenents that it had given
the DPD and found that the inconsistent statenents were
made to hide the tow conpany's involvenent in these
activities. The second ground for termnation is the

i mproperly assessed rates. One of the deepest concerns of
t ow ng.

CAPTAIN PARI SH: And again, this is just by way of
background, why we think this is inmportant, why the
referral to the Board. One of the deepest concerns is to
make sure that when people do have to go and get their
vehicles or their insurance conpanies have to go and get
their vehicles that the tow ng charges itself are fair.
And in fact, represent services that were in fact
rendered. There were several incidents that gave rise to
adding this to the referral. The first incident involved
a rental conpany that attenpted to pick up a car from
MARS. W& have the recording of the tel ephone call that
was provided by the rental conmpany. W know exactly what
happened. Ckay. The rental conpany called to get the
rates that it would need to pay in order to pick up the
vehicle. And a representative from MARS, not only charged
the authorized rates but added fees that were a

prerequisite to be a rental conpany, picking up the
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vehi cl e.

CAPTAIN PARI SH: I n other words, not only had to pay
the standard fees, the authorized rates, but it also had
to pay fees that MARS unilaterally inposed. This is a
clear violation of the rules, ny office intervened. And
we were able to get that situation corrected. MARS
attributed the issue to enployee error, but what the
owner of MARS didn't realize was that we had al ready
tal ked to the enpl oyee and the enpl oyee had told us that
the order to add the additional unauthorized fees had
cone fromM. Rdio, the owner of MARS. DPD responded by
conducting an audit of invoices to see if there were any
simlar situations. We found at |east several that had
charges that appeared to be out of the ordinary. A deeper
| ook into those invoices reveal ed that there were charges
on the invoices reflecting services that, in fact, had
not been render ed.

CAPTAIN PARI SH. For exanple, we have a situation
i nvol ving a young lady. | won't quote her nanme out on the
record. It is contained in the referrals, so the Board
can review it at its leisure. W had a young | ady whose
vehi cl e was i npounded and on the invoice attached to that
vehicle, there was a quote personal bel ongi ngs fee. Now,
this fee was added, the assunption being that this person

had the ability to go and get their personal bel ongings
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fromthe vehicle. That was why the fee was added. So that

activity should have in fact taken place. But when we
talked to the |ady, she made it clear that she, in fact,
had never gone to the tow conpany to pick up the personal
bel ongi ngs. And there were several instances that

I nvol ved unusual assessnent of charges, such as the one |
just stated. And those are contained in the referral,

whi ch the Board may review at its leisure. The third
ground for termnation is MARS wuse of unapproved
subcontractors to carry out, work for the DPD. Again, by
way of background. Let nme say why this is inportant. The
Board issued permts to specific towers to perform
services on behalf of the DPD. It did not issue permts
for other towers to performtow ng and recovery services
on behalf of the DPD. A provision of the towing permt, a
term and condition of the tow ng permt, which was
established in the application packet, published by the
department when the permts were the first issue nmade it
very clear. And M. Rdio signed off acknow edgi ng t hat
any subcontracting relationship had to be approved by the
Detroit Police Departnment in order for that
subcontracting agreenent to be lawful. Again, why is this

| mportant?

CAPTAI N PARI SH: Because we want to know who i s going
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to be towng vehicles for the Detroit Police Departnent.

W want to make sure that is not a tower in disrepute. W
want to nmake sure it's not a tower that was debarred from
performng services for the city, by the Ofice of the

| nspector General. And we assuredly want to nmake sure
that it was not a tow conpany that this Board said could
not tow any longer. W also need to know who was tow ng

t he vehicl es because of the towers that tow vehicles for
the DPD in part, represent the DPD. W want to know in
advance, who we're enploying to performthese services.
That's why it's inportant. And that's why the rule was
created. In Cctober 2019, evidence surfaced that MARS had
utilized the subcontractor Shatila Towi ng to perform DVD
tow ng services. Wien we found this out, we issued a
warning letter. W warned MARS. This is a violation, you
cannot do this. Not only that, but the DPD invited MARS
to submt a subcontracting agreenent. Subcontracting is
not prohibited. W just need to know about it, and we
have to approve it. W have to vet the tower that you
intend on hiring to perform services.

CAPTAI N PARI SH: W never received a subcontracting
agreenment, at least not at that tinme, and we assuned that
MARS had just decided not to subcontract. Two nonths
| ater, MARS was dispatched to 15777 Dol phin Street to

provide tow ng and recovering services. This was on the

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© o0 N oo o A~ O w DNk

N N N o o T o o i
o A W N P O © © ~N o O » W N P O

04/ 22/ 2021 Page 67

m dni ght shift. The scout observed Four Kings tow ng,
respond to the scene, and provide the requested services.
Four Kings Towi ng was not an authorized tower and we had
no subcontracting agreenent on file authorizing MARS to
use Four Kings Towing to performtow ng and recovery
services. This was an unauthorized use of a subcontractor
despite the fact that just a couple of nonths earlier,
the DPD warn MARS don't do this and gave MARS an
opportunity to get a subcontracting agreenent on file.
CAPTAI N PARI SH: Several nonths later, it was al so
di scovered that Goch & Son's Towi ng had towed t he DPD
vehicl e on behalf of MARS. Goch & Son's is not an
aut hori zed tower, and there was no subcontracting
agreenent on file authorizing MARS to utilize Goch & Sons
to tow vehicles. The detective involved in the case,
Detective Katherine Gl nman contacted MARS and infer
matter order the conpany to stop using unauthorized
subcontractors. You assune MARS would in fact sinply
acknow edge the fact that it did and apol ogi ze, but in
fact, MARS had clained that it was not using
subcontractors. That was its response. This was very
concerning. Now, at the sanme tinme MARS was saying it
doesn't use subcontractors there's an email to a
subcontracti ng agreenent that was dated nonths earlier.

So that is very critical evidence to | et us know that
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MARS had been using subcontract agreenents on

unaut hori zed, despite the fact that the DPD had warned it
not to do this. The O G conducted an i ndependent
I nvestigation of this and the O G confirnmed that MARS had
been using subcontractors w thout proper authorization.
According to its report, and this is a quote MARS
repeatedly violated the ternms and conditions of its tow
permts and in doing so, it noted that MARS had provi ded
fal se statenents to the QG

CAPTAIN PARI SH: The final ground for termnation is
the fact that throughout the investigation, MARS was not
being forthright, it was not being honest. Two
departments noted fal se and consistent at the very | east
m sl eadi ng statenments issued to the respective
departnments, the DPD and the O G So to enphasize MARS
was investigated by two departnents. The findings of the
two departnents were substantially simlar and only - |I'm
sorry, excuse ne. The two findings were substantially
simlar and both recommended di scipline. In DPDs case
referral to the Detroit Board of Police Conm ssioners.
The penalty. DPD believes that these grounds constitute
grounds for termnation. First, the offenses are serious
and they took place over a long period of time. Moreover,
the activities had a direct connection to the owner of

t he conpany and not nerely an enpl oyee. The owner was
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i nvolved in these activities and that's inportant because

t he owner above all, it's expected to know the rules and
procedures of the DPD, and it's supposed to have the

hi ghest interest in respecting those rules as issued by
t he Board.

CAPTAI N PARI SH: Moreover and perhaps the nost
important is MARS failure to be honest and forthright
during the course of an investigation, | read M.
Wrick's brief, and he noted that Oficer Tonti only
served a three-day suspension and that should have a
beari ng but the reason why O ficer Tonti only got a
t hr ee- day suspensi on was because he cane clean fromthe
very beginning, which [imted the amount of charges that
coul d be levied against them MARS did not. Both the DPD
report and the O G report noted MARS | ack of candor
during the investigation MARS did nmuch worse al so than
V&F. The Board will renmenber being, |'ve got a 45-day
suspension if that case did not involve fal se statenents.
There was a point where V&F refused to answer questi ons.
They didn't provide false statenents during the
interview, at |east those weren't cited as points of
referral. What MARS did was worse, they issued fal se
m sl eadi ng, contradictory statenents. This would not be
tolerated by an officer, the DPD, nor should it be

tolerated by a contractor, working for the DPD. Based on

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© o0 N oo o A~ O w DNk

N N N o o T o o i
o A W N P O © © ~N o O » W N P O

04/ 22/ 2021 Page 70
this, I'masking the Board to resolve today to term nate

MARS permt, to tow for the Detroit Police Departnent
subject, any rebuttal comments that | may feel are
appropriate at this point, our Departnent rests its case.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Attorney Wrick has his virtual
hand rai sed.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Pause for a mnute. Ms. Wite, is
there any other reporting out before we entertain
concerns or the attorney?

MRS. WHI TE: Al so Assistant Corporation Counsel
Wiitley is on the line through the Chair. So excuse ne,
attorney Wrick and Ms. Whitley are still part of this
presentation or this report.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: We'll take Ms. Witley's reporting
out before we go to the attorney.

MRS. WH TE: Yes, sir.

ASSI STANT CORPORATI ON COUNSEL VHI TLEY: Good
afternoon to the Board. | didn't actually have the
reports, forgive ne. I have a lot of themright here. |
was actually just listening to the presentation al ong
with the Board. | issued the [01:46:25 inaudi bl e]
confidential correspondence to the Board after receiving
attorney Wrick's nmenorandum There was a recommendati on

at the end of the nmenorandum So therefore |I'mjust here
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to provide any answers to questions as they come up

illegally. I do have some questions regarding the prayer
for relief fromMARS at this tinme, and | expressed ny
concern in the correspondence. So | will address any
guestions as it relates to the legality of what the Board
does as they arise. But | would suggest we go forward
with M. Wrick's presentation

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. We'll hear from M.
Wri ck.

VI CE- CHAIR HOLT: You're nuted attorney Wrick.

ATTORNEY WYRI CK: Onh, thank you, Vice-Chair person
Holt for noting that. Good afternoon. May it please this
Honorabl e Board. | w Il speak to you all this evening
frombasically two different themes here. No harm no
foul, and quite frankly, the Departnment is nmaking a
mountain out of a nolehill here. There's a saying in life
that to err is to be human, we all nake m stakes. MARS
has made sone m stakes in the past, but to warrant
termnation in this matter is tantanmount to CGeorge Fl oyd
being killed for having a counterfeit bill. The
puni shment does not fit the m stakes that MARS has made
in the past in terns of how they have run their business,
all of which has been rectified, corrected and are no
| onger a probl em what soever, as noted in ny witing, and

nost inportantly, as noted in the Inspector General's
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report. Very specifically, MARS has been tow ng honorably
inthe City since 1983, as part of their honesty as part
of their efficiency as part of their effectiveness in
tow ng here they've received commendations from Detroit
City Council, fromgreat individuals, |ike Mayor Col eman
Young and Rosa Parks, because they tow honorably, and
honestly, not dishonestly, as previously stated. | also
want it to be noted as well, this is not a case in which
MARS has been accused of any fraud or any crim nal
conduct what soever, which woul d autonmatically warrant
termnation. This is a case whereby, as | said, they nade
a few m stakes that they have corrected. And very
specifically, | would note that when Captain Parish
references this relationship between officer Tonti and
MARS Towi ng very specifically, and I've noticed in
Provi sion 13 page 3 of ny response. O ficer Tonti stated,
and | quote this, his notive for contacting them about
them he nmeans ny client MARS directly was limted to the
conpany's qui ck response tinme. He went on to say that if
he notified dispatch - this is Oficer Tonti, it would
t ake about an hour and a half usually, or two for a tow
ATTORNEY WRICK: It took over an hour for a towto
arrive. So our conpany was contacted by Tonti, not
because of a friendship, there's no indica here of a

bribe or any graft or corruption or anything of this
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nature. They were contacted because they do the job

qui ckly and effectively consistent with even the Detroit
Cty Odinance on this, which calls for functional
operational streets that are safe for all the citizens of
Detroit. That's why they were caught not based upon any
friendship or relationship. And part of the reason
O ficer Tonti didn't receive an excessive fine or
puni shnent as some in the past have [01:50: 18 i naudi bl €]
matters including wwthin the Detroit Police Departnment is
because there was no indication of a bribe whatsoever. |
woul d al so note that one of the things, interestingly,
the Captain Parish nentioned and wants this Board to
penal ize MARS for is based upon a BOPC Resol uti on.
ATTORNEY WYRI CK: He mentioned the fact that ny
client MARS had charged the citizen for retrieving
personal bel ongings. That's true. But what he didn't tell
you about that is that the reason that ny client charged
an individual for personal belongings is based upon a
BOPC Resol ution that actually authorized that back in
2013. And | referenced that in page 5, paragraph 27 of ny
writing, and based upon that Resolution that was passed,
ny client was then msinfornmed by a nenber of the CCR
Unit, Ms. Bridgette Gray, that he could charge $75 for
personal belongings. It took that situation that'd be

sorted out beyond ny client's control for himto rectify
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that. So he shouldn't be penalized for sonething that he
was told to do that was actually a mstake within the
TCRU based upon the BOPC Resol ution. Also notably, one of
the things that Captain Parish did nention was very nuch
in favor of ny client, | would say that there are two
things here fromOGand | listed this in paragraph 28 on
page 5, the OG the Ofice of Inspector General found
that all, and | enphasize, I'"'mgoing to say this very

sl ow y.

ATTORNEY WRICK: If you're not reading it, and I
hope you are. Al non-authorized fees were for private
toll services distinct fromthe DPD tows and not charged
in an effort to inflate the DPD tow fees. That's
favorable for the Inspector General on ny client's
behal f, noreover, on paragraph 29, the very next
par agraph, same page, page 5. On Septenber 4, 2020. This
was fromthe Ofice of Inspector General. MARS inforned
the O G of the specific policy changes it nade to ensure
conpliance with the ordi nances and rul es governing toll
rates. MARS now i ssues separate invoices for police
aut hori zed tows and with inplacable private tow ng and or
recovery transactions.

ATTORNEY WYRI CK: | would also find very disturbing
and troubling and Captain Parish's contention that MARS

Is just as bad, if not worse than V&. That's not even
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true. You have even in his nenorandum undi sputed and

uncontroverted that when Oficer Tonti was calling from
the 6th Precinct violating the policy and dispatch in
each and every instance, and | even delineate them on
page 3, at the bottomof ny brief on page 17, V&F got far
I n excess of the nunber of tows that MARS got. It was at
| east 3 times and each year delineated between 2017 and
2019. So the real favoritismhere was not going to MARS.
The real favoritismwas going to V&F

ATTORNEY WYRI CK: Qur client in good faith realizes
the m stakes. They have been towing in this Gty for
al nost 40 years now, and quite frankly, want to continue
to offer efficient and effective service in this regard
to rectify the situation. W did propose a solution. W
have not seen a copy of the Law Depart nent
recommendation, so we can't speak to what we haven't
seen, even though that may be somewhat of a due process
violation as it relates to ny client. But we would subm t
that this Board issue a mnor discipline for situations
that are nowin the past. And we propose that a m nor
di scipline in your discretion, be it some type of
comuni ty service requirenent where ny client would be
wlling to tow free for a specified period of tine that
you all would cone up wth. And we al so asked that ny

client be fine in addition to that comunity service
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requi renent. Thank you for your time and your attention

this afternoon.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, attorney Wri ck.
Conmi ssi oners.

CAPTAIN PARISH. |'msorry. May | respond just
briefly?

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN PARISH: | think | have the final opportunity
to respond. First of all, I amtaken aback by M.
Wrick's attenpt to conpare this to the George Floyd
i ncident, which was a truly, truly tragic incident. And I
t hink the Board shoul d adnonish M. Wrick for maki ng any
attenpt to draw a parallel between this and the George
Fl oyd incident, which, thank God we've received at | east
sonme closure on. But that aside, first of all, M. Wrick
stated that remarked that that O ficer Tonti was only
contacting MARS and V&F because of their quick response
time. First of all, | think that there are about four
other towers on that rotation that woul d di sagree that
their response tinme is that bad. | know that | would
di sagree with it because | know those other towers and |
don't believe they' re taking an hour an hour and a half
on one run's, save any very special or unique
ci rcunst ances.

CAPTAIN PARISH: And |I'msure that if they were on
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the line, they would dispute the point that Oficer Tonti
was trying to nake. Bottomline, Oficer Tonti identified
t hese people, his words as his friends. The Board w ||
need to deci de how nuch credence it is to give. Wth
respect to the personal belongings M. Wrick totally
dodged the point that | was nmaking. The O G found and the
Departnent's not going to dispute that at the time, it
was acceptable to charge a $75 personal bel ongi ngs fee,
but that's when the personal bel ongings are actually

pi cked up. The issue here is that we had a citizen who
never picked up her bel ongings, and yet the bill recorded
a $75 personal belonging fee. So it wasn't the fee on its
face, it was the fact that the fee represented a service
that was in fact never perfornmed. And that was somethi ng
that was not addressed by the OGin its report. W're
not exonerating MARS, it was an area that they didn't
address. And it was sonething that the departnent
addressed and that's when it found additional evidence of
It. Okay. Wth respect to the specific policy changes
that were enacted by MARS, these were policies that
shoul d have been in place in due recognition of the
Board's rules fromthe very get-go. kay. And again, if
MARS had come to its interview, had cone clean, the
referral woul d probably have been drafted nuch

differently, and we would have a nuch different case

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© o0 N oo o A~ O w DNk

N N N o o T o o i
o A W N P O © © ~N o O » W N P O

04/ 22/ 2021 Page 78

before the Board, but both the O G and the DPD noted
fal se msleading or at |east inconsistent statenments on
the part of MARS. The O G issued a scathing report. M.
Wrick highlighted only parts of the report that
benefited MARS. | would encourage the Board to review the
O Gs report inits totality, even the O G reconmmended
di sci pline and stated that MARS had i ssued fal se
statenents. That's all | have in rebuttal

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Captain. W are going
to close this out. W have confidential information from
Cor poration Counsel Wiitley on this matter, so the floor
IS open to entertaining a notion

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Through the Chair.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Onh, yes, ma'am Hold on. | think
Conmmi ssi oner Hol |l ey had a question first.

VICE-CHAIR HOLT: Alright, I'msorry. Yes, Chair
Bell. H s hand has been raised a long tine.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: M. Chairman, is it okay for ne
to ask a question to the attorney?

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: M. Wrick, are you saying to
us that Captain Parish, all seven things he's saying are
| i es?

ATTORNEY WYRI CK: No, | nean, respectfully, you know,
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as an attorney and | believe Captain Parish is one at
this point, we disagree on the facts. I'mnot the type of
person that calls people chronicle liars.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: |I'msorry. Maybe | use the
wong word. | know you've got to explain things, but are
you sayi ng these are accusations are not true?

ATTORNEY WYRI CK: The way | woul d characterize it,
Commi ssi oner Reverend is, | would say that certainly
there are disputed facts here. And the facts that we
delineate in our favor are controverted facts. The fact
of the matter is V& for exanple received three tines the
nunber of tows that MARS has. | don't think Captain
Pari sh disagrees with me on that.

COW SSI ON HOLLEY: Thank you, sir. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Through the Chair. Conm ssioner
Ber nar d.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: My col | eagues on the Board, |
woul d recommend that we support attorney Wrick in terns
of his reconmendations concerning this. And I'll tell you
why. Nunber one, and with all due respect, Captain
Parish. You' re a hard worker. | knew you when | worked
with the Board and we net when you were in | aw school.
But you have attenpted now nore recently to di spossess

the Board of all of its authority regarding tow ng. In
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terns of the new RFP that you have worked with the

Departnent of Procurenment concerning and trying to take
the Board out of the process. | can't support your
recomendation on this - yes you are, and any other
recommendati on, because | read, so yes, any other
recommendati ons. Secondly, the fact that Mayor Young had
endorsed this tower and Rosa Parks is enough for nme,

right there. And thirdly, I'm opposed to you inposing or
had there been an inposition of a 45-day fee, | mnean,
excuse nme, a period during which he would be suspended so
that he could not respond to the RFP that you've
initiated, which incidentally, | think should be
suspended and extended. | think all the permts should be
for six months and the RFP put on hold until the Board
can address this issue systemcally.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Because your position here has
totally conprom sed the Board of Police Conm ssioners and
all you have to do is read the RFP and this, your
recommendati on, even here takes this tower out of the
rotation. These are mnuscule things. This is nitpicking,
it wasn't a fraud. It wasn't illegal. It wasn't imoral.
It wasn't fattening. So | nmean, he made sonme m st akes.
He's corrected those mistakes on the record. He's
corrected those mstakes. So | cannot support your

recomendation that this tower be - if you are barred
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fromcontinuing in our toll rotation after 40 years.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Through the Chair, Conm ssioner
Brown hand is raised, and then Conm ssion Burch.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: We're going to take the notion,
pl ease go ahead, then we're going to entertain
di scussi on.

VI CE- CHAIR HOLT: | nove that we accept attorney
Ericka Savage Wi tley's recomendation that MARS be
suspended for the remainder of the termof its tow
permt, which is 39 days.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: That el i m nates himfrom being
able to tow for 5 years. That elimnates him pernmanently
fromour rotation until 2026. So that's why | can't
support that recomrendati on.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: We cannot speak anynore, we
cannot speak about it.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: |'msorry. Commercial Holt, finish
your statenent and then I'Il go to -

VICE-CHAIR HOLT: | don't recall receiving a second.
| don't, I don't know.

COW SSI ONER BURCH. You didn't get a second. You did
not .

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Okay. Conm ssioner Burch.

COW SSIONER BURCH: | just like to say that this
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conpany has been in existence. | think - what that they

say, 38 years. The part that | appreciate that the way to
puni sh them | think would be community service. M.
Wrick did say they wouldn't be willing to do that. Am|
right? Is that what you said, M. Wrick that we could
give himconmunity service?

ATTORNEY WYRI CK: Yes, Conmi ssioner Burch, and not
only that. W would leave it to this Honorable Board's
discretion in ternms of the anbunt of community service
and anount of a fine.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Thank you.

ASSI STANT CORPORATE COUNSEL WHI TLEY: Through the
Chair.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Yes, ma'am

ASS| STANT CORPORATE COUNSEL WHI TLEY: So | j ust
wanted to clarify a couple of things. So, first and
forenost, this isn't like a court. So it's the Tow rules
are governing the proceedi ngs today and the Tow rul es
give the Board's discretion for the tow permts and
di sci plining the conpanies regarding the tow permts.
There are two different areas where it says the Board can
have a hearing and there is one for the breach of the tow
permt. And then the second one that's been referenced as
it relates to fraud and crim nal conduct. So | don't

bel i eve that there have been any allegations of crimnal
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conduct. However, there may be, you know, there are a

couple of allegations of dishonesty, m sleading
statenents. I'mnot certain if we want to get into the
areas of fraud, but that's a matter of the police. So
then if we take that one out of contention, we get into
the other cause for hearing, which is a breach of the
terns of the tow permt, which gives this Board an
opportunity to have a hearing and to see whether there
shoul d be any full term nation or any suspension or any
shorter term

ASS| STANT CORPORATE COUNSEL WHI TLEY: So | just want
to make it clear that there is no legal authority
what soever to give fines or conmunity service as in a
court hearing. That's not inposed on any of the rules,
| aws, or regul ations of the Board. So that was ny only
I ssue when reading it. | noted that to the Board. There
are no alternative sanctions. The Board's purview was
pretty black and white. So the Board can affirmwhat the
DPD i s recomendi ng they can rescind what the DPD is
recomendi ng, or they can provide a suspension tine.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you for that clarity.

VI CE-CHAI R HOLT: Chair Bell, we still have
Conmmi ssioners that are asking to speak on this matter.
Comm ssi oner Brown, Conm ssioner Davis and Conm SSi oner

Jones.
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CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Go ahead.

COW SSI ONER BROWN: Thank you. Vice-Chair, Holt. |
i ke my coll eague, attorney Wrick was very di sappointed
to hear you conpare the issue with George Floyd to this
tow ng incident. That was a very poor choice of words and
conparison situations. But along with ny coll eague,
Captain Parish, | did read all the information and |
beli eve she is correct and on point and there are
di scussions that we need to have about everything. |
t hi nk the guidelines and what you're proposing are just a
little too strict. And | believe that the reconmendation
of attorney Wrick needs to be | ooked at. And that's al
| have to say.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: Wl |, Corporation Counsel, she
basi cally asked what | was going to ask. | would think
per haps we shoul d propose a very limted suspensi on maybe
three days. That's ny conmment.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Conm ssi oner Jones and, and | saw
Conmi ssi oner Burton. Conmm ssioner Jones.

COW SSI ONER JONES: Thank you. Through the Chair, |
too was rather disappointed that it had been an issue
| i ke the George Floyd case would find its way on the

table on this Board being used by a fornmer attorney of
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the Board to try to justify his findings for a conpany
that he's working for. | was really disappointed to hear
that. | think they' re reaching back also to bring up

Col eman Young and to bring up Rosa Parks was inproper as
well. 1 did not find that favorable at all. | took notes
on all of the violations that Captain M chael Parish had
delineated in his presentation to the Board, whatever,
and | would go with the findings of DPD as far as what
they seek as an alternative; nor have | heard anybody

of fer what their punishment should be, as opposed to what
t he puni shnent would be fromthis Board or from DPD. |
found that to be rather kind of bizarre nyself also. So |
woul d go with the recomendati on from DPD about
termnating the contract.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Conmi ssi oner Burton

COW SSI ONER BURTON:  Yes, madam Chair. | call to
table this until next week to the next neeting.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Conmi ssioners, there is no second,
so the notion is not on the table. Wiat |1'mgoing to do
Is for the sake of tine and clarity, we would post this
and take it away next week. So we're going to nove on.
Thank you.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Thank you Chair Bell.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Vice-Chair Holt.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Thank you M. Chair.
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CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Any new busi ness?

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: Can | go to the bathroonf?

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Yes. That's an announcenment. You
sai d, announcenent.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Announcenent, and then we're going
to take a break. Hold on a second. Announcenent.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: M. Chair.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Ckay. It's okay to speak?

COW SSI ONER BURTON: M. Chai r man.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Conmi ssioner Burch, you've got the
fl oor. Announcenent.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Ch, okay.

VI CE- CHAI R: Commi ssi oner Burch, yes, Conm ssioner
Bur ch.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Thank you, Ms. Annie. Thank you
| just want to share this, and we do need a break, but
the good news is that | was awakened by construction
trucks at 8:00 amthis norning, and they were installing
a new fire hydrant. We thank God, because all that tine
that fire hydrant has been broken at the corner of
Dequi ndre and State Fair. | mean Dequi ndre and Lance. It
coul d have been a fire so that the fire trucks woul dn't
have anything to hook it to. Do you see what |'m sayi ng?
So, because of Gary Brown's O fice, we're painting all of

the fire hydrants for Mdtor Cty make-over. That neans
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that now M. Brown has to send a crew out to check the

fire hydrants before we can paint them Ckay. That's one
thing, and the other thing | wanted to say is that we
need to go back to just being neighbors, and what | nean
by that one person called ne and said, Ms. Burch, do you
know anybody that woul d donate a wheelchair? | did -
maybe 10 people. | got back a wheel chair the sanme day.
That's what we used to do back in the day Conmm ssi oner
Bernard. You called your neighbor, if you needed

somet hing, you got it. W had to go through all these
departnents to get one thing done. Wen all we got to do

is call your neighbor. So | just want us to renenber old

days are good days. |'ma person that believes in going
forward, but you cannot forget your past. | thank you,
M. Bell.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Any ot her announcenents?

COWM SSI ONER BURTON: To the Chair.

VI CE- CHAI R HOLT: Comm ssi oner Burton.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Yes, sir, go ahead.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: Thank you. Madam Chair. M.
Chairman, | want to put sonmething out there for new
busi ness. You did call for unfinished business, and we
were into a discussion and then you didn't call for new
busi ness. And then one of our colleagues said, are you

going to call for any nore new busi ness or whatever? |
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have something on the table. I like to put on there for
new busi ness, M. Chairman.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Well, 1'mgoing to pause on that
because we need a break sir. W are going to take a 5-

m nut es break.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: M. Chairman, |'m here on the
behal f of the residents.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Sir, we are going to take a 5-

m nut es br eak.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  You did not call new business.
But you did call for unfinished business and | have
sonething that 1'd like to weigh in on the behal f of
Detroit residents.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: We are going to take a 5-mnute
br eak.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: Are you denying our voices at
this tinme?

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Yes, sir. W're going to take a 5-
mnute break. I'mdenying it. We're going to take a five
break. We are taking a 5-mnute break. What |I'mgoing to
do is take a Chairman privilege. W' re going to go to
t hose 19 people to give theman opportunity to speak
before we continue the rest of the agenda. The tinme now
Is 5:30 and that's one of the biggest conplaints. W go

on and on and they have an opportunity not to drop off
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the call.

COW SSI ONER BROMWN:  Ckay, M. Chairman.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Good i dea. M. Chairnman.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, Conm ssioner Bernard. |
think it's only fair to give these people the opportunity
to speak.

COW SSI ONER DAVIS: M. Chair, | second your notion
to nove to public coment.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir. | appreciate that.

( SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN)

MRS. WHI TE: Excuse nme, M. Chair. it appears that
all of the Comm ssioners are back. And also for your
information, Deputy Chief Mark Bliss will be representing
Chief Craig. Chief Craig had to | eave the neeting.

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: Onh, he did.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you. M. Brown?

MR ROB BROMN: Yes, sir.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: We're prepared to do public
comments at this tine.

MR ROB BROMN: Yes, sir.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

MR ROB BROMN: M. Chairman is currently 19
speakers. Your first three speakers would be District 4,
Conmuni ty Advi sor Council President M. Scotty Bowman,

followed by Ms. Bernie Smth followed by Mnister Eric
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Bl unt .

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you.

MR. ROB BROMN: M. Bowman.

MR. BOMWAN: Thank you. | was here when the neeting
started, but | was not acknow edged until now as the
District 4 Community Advisor Council Chairperson. This is
a slap in the face to the 20,357 District 4 residents who
el ected ne, onward. The DPD counter |awsuit has alleged
that protestors were part of a civil conspiracy and
shoul d be held collectively liable for the alleged acts
of violence and vandalismconmtted by a few individuals.
Col I ective punishnent is anathema to civil society. |
woul dn't paint all other police officers with the sane
broad brush that | would use to characterize the |ikes of
Dwayne Jones or Derrick Chauvin. That would be unfair, a
few bad apples don't justify taking down the orchard.
Stop this bigoted profiling and shame on the DPD for
using our tax dollars to propagandize this neeting with a
novi e, designed to push an anti-trans formation agenda.

MR. BOMWAN:. W need to | ook to M nneapolis, as an
exanpl e of what accountability |ooks like. If they follow
Detroit's lead, they will give Chauvin probation and a
pronotion. Thankfully, | don't think they will. W need
to hold officers accountable when they do wong, and we

need to give those who are doing right, which is pretty
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much everyone el se. The big juicy rays we need to make

good on those pensions that were | ost or those retirenent
benefits that were lost in the bankruptcy deal. Okay. W
need to reward the good actors and we need to punish the
bad actors we needed the carrot and the stick. That is
the way that true accountability works, reward and

puni shnent. Recognition of good deeds, condemmati on of
bad deeds. Thank you for your tine.

MR ROB BROMN: Ms. Bernie Smth.

M5. SM TH. Good evening. |'mnot going to be | ong.
|"'mjust going to be very brief. | want to let you know
that what | feel about our Detroit police conpared to
what happened recently and what we've all seen on the
news. | think we can say, God bless our Detroit police
because of the fact that they do know how to police us. |
don't find that there's too nuch of a dispute about them
And | just want to let them know that | appreciate them
And | want themto continue to do the things that they're
doi ng and respect the people in the way that they're
doing it. Wiy the police are not using this taser? |
cannot imagine. And it's sad. It's really sad, but we can
say hello, and God bl ess our police departnent here in
Detroit. And Chief, next time you conme out in the air
with all that snow hangi ng down on your head, you better

put a hat on because I'mgoing to tell you when | see
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you. Take care of everybody, |'m gone. Be safe. Bye.

MR. ROB BROMWN: M nister Eric Blunt.

M NI STER BLUNT: Yes, can you hear ne, Board?

COW SSI ONER HOLLEY: Yes, we can.

M NI STER BLUNT: Yes, this is Mnister Eric Blunt.
Again, this week, this neeting's purpose is diabolically
i ntended to avoid police msconduct and today's video
fromthe Chief was another one-sided false narrative. As
it never canme close to including police officer's
chokehold on Detroit WII| Breathe Leader M' kia Wl l ace.
Again, if the countersuit against Detroit WII| Breathe
case was thrown out by a federal judge as | acking
crimnal evidence. Chief Craig, are you trying this case
in the court of public opinion? If so, this will not
work. In the case of M. Littleton, when black nen do
comply, we are killed when we don't conply, we're killed.
So although it is always wong to shoot at the police,
many can understand sone of the possible thoughts that
may have been going through M. Littleton mnd being in a
surprising situation.

M NI STER BLUNT: This case does reveal how body-worn
canera footage can be released within hours. So each
m nute that goes by and Chief Craig does not rel ease the
footage. The lack of trust of DPDin the conmunity | eads

everyone to assune that you are hiding and or editing the
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video for your benefit. At the 2019 N COLES conference

here in Detroit, we were taught how vi deos can be edited
by highly trained professionals to falsely present a
recorded situation. The session was entitled: Unmasking
the Truth Behind Video Driven Investigations. | yield ny
tine.

MR ROB BROMN: M. Chair, your next three speakers
will be - | don't see, Mss Angela Hattaway, Yvonne Jones
followed by Ms. Lory Parks followed by Northend resident.

MR. ROB BROMN: Ms. Jones.

M5. JONES: Yes, | amreally appall at this neeting.
The Board of Police Conm ssioner is supposed to be an
i ndependent body to make sure that we have police
transparency and accountability. And yet it seens like it
Is a dog and pony show for police Craig. | want to ask
this Board, did you investigate the killing of Hakim
Littleton; Did you investigate the police treatnent of
the protestors this summer and the fact that they were
counter suing the protestors causing us nore noney to be
spent; Did this body investigate that? Until the two
young nmen who were killed this week, both had serious
mental health issues. Are you going to investigate those
killings? Because it seens to ne that there are sone
wr ongdoi ng by the police, sone mssteps by the police. If

the police were called to the site for the man in the tub
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with a knife, the first thing basic training would have
been to | ook for the weapon. So | just think that this
Board needs to review your mssion. And | think we need
to call for Craig's resignation because he does not know
what the people need or want. And | think we need to | ook
I nto defunding the police.

MR ROB BROMN: Ms. Lori Parks.

M5. PARKS: Thank you. Listen. | don't know, but we
have asked several tinmes for the Board of Police
Commi ssioners to give us their duties, what they are
supposed to be doing, not on a slide show, not on any - |
need to hear fromeach and every one of the Board of
Pol i ce Conmi ssioners, what their duties are on the police
conmi ssioner. Also, | would like to know from Chi ef
Crai g, have any of those officers had nmental first aid
training, also a social diversity training and Chief, you
may have been the first one to say that the George Fl oyd
hom ci de was a hom cide, but here in the Cty of Detroit,
we know that you are now trying to sue the Bl ack Lives
Matter protestors for exercising their right to protest
because of the George Floyd killing. Al'so, | think that
Chief Craig asked for representative Maxi ne Waters,
resignation. \What we need to do here with that statenent
IS you need to exam ne why what (Audio distortion)

t hrough the Chairperson, Maxine Waters, for our
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denmolition funds that we got. That's the conmttee that
she sits on. So when you ask for her resignation, you're
asking her to take noney away fromthe City of Detroit.
So | thank you for taking ny call.

MR ROB BROMN: North end.

NORTH END: Can you hear nme?

MR. ROB BROMN: Yes.

NORTH END: Ckay. Geat. Thank you. Well, so | wish |
had to hear a vigorous debate about the pronotion of the
of ficer who beat the lady at the hospital. Anyway, |
support what was di scussed of working wth Conmmi ssioner
Burton and tal king about nmental health and the police
force. That's great. But | do want to say |I'm
di sappoi nted that the police apparently was working wth
the Detroit Wayne Integrated Health Network and probably
the city to put a crisis center in ny neighborhood. And
peopl e are not opposed necessarily to having a crisis
center, but the location is the issue. It was the
library. And | think if we have libraries everywhere and
| ots of things for the children and really invest in
them it'll be the teacher's jobs, and the police
officer's job should be easier. I'm concerned because
peopl e that were students, when | taught in a public
school in the md-nineties, they're adults now. And now

| "' m concerned because they didn't even have a playground
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at their school. So our neglect, our not having things to

fulfill their lives, to make themenriching. It's com ng
back to haunt us, people litter. Anyway, so we need to
get back to investing in people and do things Iike that
and pl ease nove out of eventually out of the crisis
center, let it becone a library in the North end. Thank
you.

MR ROB BROMN: M. Chair, your next three speakers
woul d be Over with, followed by a caller with the | ast
three nunbers, 534, and a caller with the last three
nunbers are 915. Over with,

OVERALL: Can you hear ne?

MR ROB BROM: Yes, sir.

OVERALL: Am | coming in clear?

MR. ROB BROMN: Yes.

OVERALL: Ckay. We've been listening to all this
nonsense all these days goi ng back and forth.

PLAYED RECORDI NG

| see Chief Craig he's not going to hear this but
everybody on the Board needs to hear this and listen to
it carefully. Wiy, a reason, a real good reason is what
I"mlooking for. Atruthful answer. It's against the city
charter to not accept the conplaint fromthe citizen when
they got a legitimate conplaint to file. Now, this is

Law ence Akbar with his BS and you all don't know
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anyt hing None of you Board nmenbers don't know not hi ng but
Wllie Bell, Melanie Wite, Jonya Underwood, Tiffany
Stewart. They got us all in the dark, all of them You
need to round themand get rid of all of them You al
ain't been heard nothing about none of this. And | sent
you all, all kinds of emails recounting the whole
situation. Check it right now before you all get off the
call. Don't adjourn the neeting, talk about this. Wllie
Bel |, where your answer Law ence Akbar? Melanie Wite.

MR ROB BROAN: Caller with the last three nunbers,
534. Caller with the last three nunbers 534. M. Chair, |
go to, | don't see caller 915. Your next speaker woul d be
three speakers. Jimy Ratliff foll owed by Kenya foll owed
by ny phone. M. Ratliff, M. Ratliff. | go to Kenya
next. M. Chair. Kenya.

KENYA: Hello. H .

MR ROB BROMWN: First, | would Ilike to start by
saying the video that was played at the beginning of this
meeting. What's hilarious? Chief Craig has a way to
confess what we know to be a fact, it's all lie. He has a
way with words. He made the video and edit it to his
benefit in order to make hinself | ook good. This is why
they call him Chief Hollywod Craig. He spends nore tine
on TV and on CNN than he does his job. My question is, do

we pay himto be on TV, CNN bashi ng people that stand up
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for Black Lives and fighting for us. He had no busi ness

comenting on what Rashida Tlaib said. Wy do we have
anything to do with politics now? You know you guys say
that you are for the conmunity when Chief Craig, has told
| ies nunerous tinmes over and over saying that the
communi ty backs hi m when none of us backs him | would
like to see a list of how many communities actually back
this man. The City of Detroit, the police departnent has
so many conpl aints against themthat we don't even talk
about that. | call for Chief Craig' s resignation. Thank
you.

MR. ROB BROMWN: The next caller would be ny phone.

MY PHONE: Okay. | would just like to say, Janes
Craig get on TV and he keeps wanting to say that the
communi ty doesn't want us here. Wien we marched the
communi ty enbraces us and they're happy to see the change
that we are bringing. Wen he say the community, he neans
the police comunity, the police comunity does not want
us here because we are here to hold them accountable. W
seeing and not just seeing, we are the people that Janes
Craig let cone down there, let the police come down here
and beat in tear gas because we were peacefully
protesting. One of our |eaders was hit by a DPD police
officer and he went on TV and msled the public. And told

the public that the protestors had broken out a w ndow
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with a hamrer. Now we have been doing this for close to a

year and we have al ways been peaceful .

MY PHONE: James Craig has yet to cone down there and
talk to us and to see what the problemis. But he's for
the community. You can't be for the comunity if you're
not in the community. Janes Craig and the police force do
not want this novenent to continue. And once they beat us
tear gas us and we continue to cone out there. Now they
are trying to antagonize us and intimdate us. And to get
us to stop with this lawsuit. You cannot sue protesters.
It's denocracy. This is how this work. The systemis
doi ng sonething we don't |ike. W're going to protest
against it. That's how it works. You cannot sue
protesters. So if that goes through that neans that you
are not saying that denocracy is not practiced in
Detroit. Janmes Craig won the site tinme and tinme again,
the community is for himand he is for the community. No,
you're not. Because if you were for the conmunity, you
woul dn't | eave and | et that much noney go to the police
budget. You woul d know that we need libraries, we need
rec centers, we need tutoring prograns, we need pl aces
for kids to go so they not in trouble. So when they do
bunp into your police officer, they not getting nurdered.
You are running the police in Detroit, |ike y'al

strai ght out of GIA. These are our lives. W all are
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calling for Janes Craig's resignation. W don't back down

frombullies wth shields.

MR. ROB BROMWN: M. Chair, your next three speakers
woul d be Ms. Sarah Torres, followed by the caller with
the last three nunber 402, and Ms. Brenda HIIl., M.
Torres.

M5. TORRES. Hello, can you hear ne?

MR. ROB BROMN: Yes.

M5. TORRES: | demand the resignation of Chief Janes
Craig. Chief Craig had the audacity to speak out and
demand the resignation of Representative Rashida Tlaib.
Representative Rashida Tlaib is an elected official while
Chief Craig is not. Chief Craig was appointed by the
enmer gency manager, Kevin Or. Chief Craig does not
represent Detroiters. He is using resident's tax dollars
to attack an elected official. Chief Craig and his police
departnment, he conmmands, his policies and his
departnment's actions harm bl ack and brown residents of
Detroit. People suffer and are killed by the hands of
Detroit police under Chief Craig' s |eadership,
specifically people in mental health crisis. The DPD does
not know how to handl e nmental health crises and under
Chief Craig's |eadership, the police in Detroit fail its
residents resulting in Detroiters' deaths at the hands of

the police. Poverty is directly linked to crine. W don't
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need nore police. W don't need nore noney for the police

and we don't need a chief of police unethically using
public resources to attack our elected officials. W need
uni versal health care, comunity-based nental health
servi ces, good jobs, and education for the people. Chief
Craig nust resign. Al power to the people. Thank you.

MR ROB BROAN: Caller with the | ast three nunbers
402.

CALLER 402: Can you hear ne?

MR. ROB BROMN: Yes.

CALLER 402: Yes. Wl cone Board nmenbers. You're mnuch
appreci ated, each one of you. (Audio Distortion) They
will contact you at a convenient date and tine. W have
your phone nunbers and follow up with you regardi ng your
mai n cause and your concerns regarding DPD s conduct as
(Audio Distortion) made to your alleged crine.

MR ROB BROMN: Ckay. M. Chair, your next speaker
woul d be Ms. Brenda HlIl. Ms. HII.

MS. HILL: Yes, good afternoon or evening. W're
going into the evening, but there is a day of reckoning
comng with police departnments. W have a policing issue.
Detroit is rare because they have this police oversight,
one of the fewin the country, but right now, police and
deputy sheriffs are running the show and appoi ntees are

runni ng the show, we are getting policies that are
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agai nst the people, such as facial recognition

technol ogy. | hope the US Attorney CGeneral cones in and
starts with you all. This is an abom nation of what this
Board was supposed to be, and you all continue to vote
agai nst the people. Al so, we do need policing reform
That's not a dirty word. There are issues in Detroit
police, as in all policing. | mean, we were prom sed that
nei ghbor hood police officers would be the eyes and ears
of the nei ghborhoods. That is not true.

M5. HILL: And that's not to say those are not nice
of ficers. They nake sal ad real nice, right? But know ng
where the problens are in the nei ghborhood and handling
t hose problens is not happening. And so that's where this
Board can cone into place. W have several police
officers, not the vast mgjority, but several police
officers that need to go. But we go around yelling at
Burden and we're not addressing what we need. This Board
of Police Conmm ssioners should be the gold standard for
this country. The reckoning is comng. You need to get it
t oget her.

MR ROB BROWN: M. Chair, your next two speakers
will be Ms. Mchelle George, followed by Ms. Brooke
Harris. Ms. Ceorge.

M5. CGEORCE: Yes, sir. M. Brown, you can hear ne and

t he Board.
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MR. ROB BROMN: Yes nma' am

MS. CGEORCE: Yes, sir. To Chairman Bell, and to the
Honor abl e Board, what we're finding here, and this
policing problem | was driving the other day and this
of ficer stopped this young black nmal e, but before he got
to the car, the African-Anerican male was so afraid. It
was |i ke he was praying and | pray for him And that,
hopeful Iy, just the encounter with policing in black
conmmunities. That is the burden that has happened wth
t he shooting of unarmed African Anerican nmen and wonen
are that every time a | aw enforcenent officer stops a
notori st rather than nyself or anybody, we're going to be
terrified. So that's something policing needs to take
care of that because when you see the lynching as |da B.
Wells said in the 1800s a man was |ynched to today.

M5. GEORCE: That's what we saw wth George Floyd and
what we're seeing. So hopefully the policing | went after
the National Associates of Black Police Oficers because
| totally don’t think they shouldn't exist anynore. Also,
| disagree with a |ot of things, Chief Craig, what he
does. | do pray for the Chief. I'mpraying for the
officer that was shot the other day, but the caller was
right. Chief Craig was brought in by Kevin Or. So if you
want a chief of police out, you have to change the Mayor

You have to vote the Mayor out. That's the only way
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you're going to get a new chief of police also. |I'mjust
hoping that, and with this Honorable Board and with the
policies that have hurt black and brown people, when the
city council spent that noney to go after a novenent, you
don't go after a novenent that you go after the

I ndi vidual s, but not the novenent. So |'m just hoping and
praying in this tim of policing, even | have to talk
with Chief Duasi from Sterling Heights to talk with nme
for 50 mnutes, dealing with the issue, what that officer
post ed on Facebook. And we tal ked to the Mayor and he
reached out to ne. So |I'mjust hoping we can do better.
Chief Craig need to listen to the callers and do better
because they let the white nationalist March downt own,

MR ROB BROMN: Ms. Brooke Harris, Ms. Harris, M.
Harris. M. Chair, there is no response. Seens |ike M.

M chel | e, George was your | ast speaker.

CHAI RPERSON BELL: Thank you, M. Brown. Conm ssioner
Ber nar d.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHAlI RPERSON BELL: You are correct. Two hours went
out the window, right after | said it. So we need to
stand for adjournnment at this particular tine because we
can't continue.

COW SSI ONER BERNARD: So noved.
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04/ 22/ 2021 Page 105
STATE OF M CH GAN )

)
COUNTY OF VAYNE )
RECORDER S CERTI FI CATE AND NOTARI ZATI ON

I, Donald Handysi de, Court Recorder, do
hereby certify that on April 22,2021, at 2:57 p.m,
| did record the Detroit BOPC neeting, the sane
being | ater reduced to typewiting and that the
foregoing is a true and accurate transcription of
said electronic recording taken at such tinme and
pl ace.

| further certify that | amnot related to
or enployed by any party of this cause or their

respective counsel.

DONALD HANDYSI DE ( CER 1464)

Notary Public

My Conm ssion Expires: 5/6/2020
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