A RESOLUTION BY 

DETROIT CITY COUNCIL MEMBER 

JAMES E. TATE, JR.
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT’S RULING IN GARY B. ET AL., V. SNYDER ET AL., AND THE RIGHT TO LITERACY 
WHEREAS
The mission of the Detroit City Council is to promote the economic, cultural and physical welfare of Detroit’s citizens through Charter-mandated legislative functions and policy; and  
WHEREAS
Section 2 of the Michigan State Constitution states that: [t]he Legislature shall maintain and support a system of free public elementary and secondary schools as defined by law.  Every school district shall provide for the education of its pupils without discrimination as to religion, creed, race, color or national origin. However, the type of education Michigan children receive is based historically on several socioeconomic factors such as geography, resources and funding; and
WHEREAS
Access to quality education are the fundamental building blocks of every civilization. Investing in the education of our youth ensures upward mobility and is integral to eradicating generational poverty. However, decades of State disinvestment in the education of students in Detroit schools and the implementation of numerous emergency managers have denied those students of the most basic building block of education - literacy. In 2018, testing results from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (“NAEP”) stated that the Detroit Public Schools Community District (“DPSCD”) scored the lowest in the nation compared to 26 other urban districts for reading at the fourth and eighth grade levels. There has been some progress according to the test results from the 2019 NAEP; however, the improvement was not statistically significant and state remains near the bottom third in literacy; and    
WHEREAS
In 2016, schoolchildren from five of the lowest performing schools in Detroit: Osborn Academy of Mathematics (“Osborn MST”), the Osborn Evergreen Academy of Design and Alternative Energy (“Osborn Evergreen”), the Medicine and Community Health Academy at Cody (“Cody Health”), Hamilton Academy (“Hamilton”) and Experiencia Preparatory Academy (“Experiencia”) sued the State of Michigan seeking relief.  The case, Gary B. et al v. Snyder et al., is the first federal case in the nation to seek to vindicate the right of all students to access to literacy, no matter their zip code or socioeconomic status.  The Plaintiffs who believed that they have been deprived access to literacy and that the education received was inadequate to the schooling provided to others; and 

WHEREAS
In 2020, after lengthy court challenges, the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit ruled that students do have a constitutional right to literacy.  In its ruling, the Court recognized that the Constitution provides a fundamental right to a basic minimum education and that the right only guaranteed the education needed to provide access to skills that are essential for basic fundamental rights and liberties. Despite several challenges, the Hon. Gretchen Whitmer – Governor of the State of Michigan (“Governor”) has proposed increases in school funding for education – especially for vulnerable populations;  NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED
That the Detroit City Council expresses its support of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit ruling in Gary B. et al., v. Snyder et al., As stalwart advocates for residents in the City of Detroit, we hereby call for the members of the Michigan State Legislature, the the Hon. Dana Nessel – Attorney General of the State of Michigan (“Attorney General”) and the Governor to settle this suit and that the State of Michigan provide equitable education and investment to Detroit schoolchildren; AND BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED 
That a copy of this resolution be sent to the City of Detroit’s Lansing lobbyists, the Detroit Delegation in the Michigan Senate and Michigan House of Representatives, the Michigan State Legislature, Governor, Attorney General, the Mayor and members of the media.
