
STAFF REPORT 05-13-2020 REGULAR MEETING          PREPARED BY: A. PHILLIPS  
APPLICATION NUMBER: 20-6713 
ADDRESS: 867 EDISON STREET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: BOSTON – EDISON 
APPLICANT: LOUIS MARINELLI, LOUIS MARINELLI CEMENT 
PROPERTY OWNER: KERRY PALMER 
DATE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION: 04-17-2020 
STAFF SITE VISIT: N/A 
 
SCOPE: CONSTRUCT NEW CONCRETE PAD AT REAR YARD 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The building located at 867 Edison Street is a 2½-story single-family residence constructed ca. 1910. The structure is 
clad in stucco on the first floor and wood clapboard siding on the second floor. The house features painted wood 
details as well as half-timbering in the gable ends of the dormer and porch. The front façade includes a centrally 
located main entrance off a partially covered front porch and a large centrally located dormer at the roof. The simple 
rectangular massing bumps out slightly at the rear elevation. The original wood windows are still intact and are 
highly detailed with multiple lite divisions. The multi-gabled roof is covered in dark gray dimensional asphalt 
shingles. A garage was once located at the rear corner of the lot and would have been accessed via the alley behind 
the house. 
 

 
Google Street View Image – June, 2019  

 
PROPOSAL 
With the current proposal, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s approval to pour a new concrete slab and rat 
walls at the southeast corner of the rear yard per the attached drawings and application. Included in the 
proposal are the following scope items: 



• Remove any existing tree stumps in location of proposed concrete slab. 
• Pour new 16’x20’ concrete slab with 4”x24” rat wall with a 3’ concrete apron toward the alley located south 

of the property.  
• All existing gates, fences, concrete slabs and walking paths to remain at this time. 

 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS & RESEARCH 

• Boston-Edison Historic District was designated in 1973. 
• This application is limited to the concrete work associated with future new garage construction. A new 

application for the construction of a new garage will be submitted at a later date. 
• There is not currently a garage present on the property. The Sanborn Map from 1915 shows a small garage 

in southeast corner of the lot, however the Post-1950 Sanborn Map shows a larger garage at the southwest 
corner. 

• It is unknown by HDC Staff as to when the former garage located on the property was demolished. 
• The following work items appear to have been completed recently, however, there is no record of a COA 

being issued for the work. 
o New asphalt shingle roof 
o Windows replaced at the rear elevation including a slider window at the dormer and what appears to 

be fixed sashes at the upper-level sun porch. 
o New siding and trim (enclosed entire porch?) at the rear bump out. 

• A Building Permit was issued in August, 2019 for interior structural repairs at the basement. 
 
ISSUES 

• None at this time. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
It is staff’s opinion that the work, as proposed, retains and preserves the historic character of the building, its site, 
and setting. Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness as the proposed 
work meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, especially: 
 
#2) The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or 
alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 
 
#9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
#10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed 
in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
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