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SCOPE: REPLACE EXISTING ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOF AT HOUSE AND GARAGE WITH 
NEW GREEN ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOF   
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS  
The parcel located at 19860 Roslyn includes a 2-story house that was erected ca, 1936 with a detached 2-
car garage to the rear. Permastone, brick, and wood siding is located with the building’s front elevation 
while brick clads the side and rear elevations. Windows are double-hung wood units at the front elevation 
and steel casement at the side and rear. The home features a central side-gabled mass with a projecting, 
front-gabled wing at the primary elevation. A one-story, partial-width, shed-roof porch with a shed roof is 
located at the front elevation and shelters the primary entrance. Deteriorated grey 3-tab asphalt shingles 
cover the roof surface. A small, one-story, flat-roof sunroom is attached to the rear elevation. The front  
elevation features a 3-window, projecting bay with a copper clad roof. The detached garage is clad with 
brick and stucco. Two, historic-age wood paneled doors are located at the garage’s front elevation. The 
garage’s roof is hipped and is covered with 3-tab, grey asphalt shingles. Standard, non-historic aluminum 
k-style white gutters and downspouts are located at both the home and the garage. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



PROPOSAL  
With the current proposal, the applicant is seeking the Commission’s approval for the following work 
items: 
 
Roof 

• At the home and garage, remove the existing, non-historic asphalt roof shingles and install new 
dimensional asphalt shingles (color Chateau Green) as per the attached scope  

• Replace the existing non-historic white k-style aluminum gutters and downspouts at the home and 
garage with new, 5” white k-style aluminum gutters and downspouts 

 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS AND RESEARCH  

• It is staff’s opinion that Secretary of the Interior Standard #6 does not apply in this specific 
situation because the existing 3-tab asphalt shingles and gutter/downspouts proposed for 
replacement are not historic age. Rather, the new roof shingles and gutter/downspouts must be 
compatible with the property’s and district’s historic character.  

• The color of the new asphalt shingles is Chateau Green 
https://www.owenscorning.com/roofing/shingles/trudefinition-duration/. The home’s and 
garage’s original roof surface/covering is unknown 

• Green clay tile does appear at roofs within the City’s historic districts. Historic slate can also reflect 
a range of green coloring. However, green asphalt shingle roofs are uncommon within the district. 

• The “shape” and profile of the proposed asphalt dimensional shingles more closely replicates wood 
shake vs a slate or clay tile. It is staff’s opinion that standard 3-tab asphalt shingles better 
approximate the appearance of slate 
 

ISSUES  
• Per HDC resolution, staff has the authority to approve the replacement of asphalt shingle roofs with 

new asphalt shingles as long as the color of the new roof shingles are grey, black, or brown. These 
are standards colors which refer to historic  brown wood shake or black/grey slate roofs. The 
current proposal has been forwarded to the Commission for review because the desired color does 
not conform to the staff-approvable color palatte  

• The district’s Elements of Design state the following: 
 

Relationship of colors. Natural brick colors, such as red, yellow, brown, or buff, 
predominate in wall surfaces. When brick is painted, it is in white or shades of cream. 
Natural stone colors also predominate; where stucco or concrete exists, it usually 
remains in its natural state, or is painted in a shade of cream. Roofs are in natural slate 
colors, and asphalt shingles are predominantly within this same dark color range. Paint 
colors often relate to style.  

• White does not appear on the home’s assigned Color Chart. The new gutters and downspouts 
shall be white. Note that the current gutters/downspouts proposed for replacement are white. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
As noted above, green asphalt shingle roofs are not common within the district. Although slate roofs do 
appear in the district and can display shades of green, it is staff’s opinion that the “shape and profile of the 
proposed asphalt shingles do not adequately replicate slate. Staff therefore recommends that the 
Commission deny the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of a new green 
dimensional asphalt shingle roof at the home and garage because it does not meet the Secretary of the 

https://www.owenscorning.com/roofing/shingles/trudefinition-duration/


Interior Standards for Rehabilitation, standards #2) The historic character of a property will be retained 
and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial 
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided and #9)New additions, exterior alterations, or 
related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work 
shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural 
features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
In re: to the proposed installation of new white gutters and downspouts, staff does note that the current 
aluminum gutters and downspouts are white.  Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of new white gutters and downspouts as proposed at the 
home and garage because the work meets the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation, 
standard #9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the 
property and its environment. 
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