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Detroit Eviction Right to Counsel -

Evaluation and Estimated Fiscal Impact

March 2023 through December 2025

Stout was engaged by the City of Detroit Office of Eviction Defense to analyze the potential fiscal benefits

associated with right to counsel for tenants in eviction proceedings in Detroit and provide recommendations for

continued program success based on feedback from relevant stakeholders and its experience evaluating eviction

right to counsel programs across the country.

Stout worked with the City of Detroit, legal service providers working on eviction right to counsel cases, United

Community Housing Coalition, Lakeshore Legal Aid, Legal Aid and Defender Association, Michigan Legal

Services, landlords and real estate developers in Detroit, and other relevant stakeholders to understand the

impact of eviction right to counsel in Detroit and make recommendations for its ongoing implementation.

Key Findings

Estimated $48.5 Million in

Public Fiscal Impacts

More than 16,000 Clients Served

(March 2023 - December 2025)

Estimated Public Return on Investment of

$3.74 for Every Dollar Invested

$1

$3.74

32% Decrease in Annual

Eviction Filings Since
Compared to 2019
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The Estimated Fiscal Impact of Eviction Right to Counsel in Detroit 
Exhibit A - Summary of the Estimated Fiscal Impacts of Eviction Right to Counsel in Detroit 

1 Estimated housing social safety net responses 

2 Estimated retained economic value by minimizing out-migration 

3 Estimated federal funding retained for Detroit Schools 

4 Estimated fiscal impact related to increased employment stability 

s Estimated fiscal impact related to increased educational attainment 

6 Estimated additional Medicaid spending on health care associated with homelessness 

7 Estimated fiscal impact of responding to crimes 

s Estimated out-of-home foster care fiscal impacts 

9 Estimated fiscal impact of incarcerating people experiencing homelessness 

10 Estimated additional Medicaid spending on health care associated with improved community health 

11 Total estimated fiscal impacts realized by Detroit as a result of eviction right to counsel (rounded) 

12 Total amount Detroit spent to provide a right to counsel in eviction cases for eligible tenants (rounded) 

13 Estimated fiscal impacts to Detroit per dollar invested in eviction right to counsel 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Exhibit 

14,500,000 B 

11,200,000 C 

9,800,000 D 

4,400,000 E 

3,400,000 F 

2,700,000 G 

1,100,000 H 

720,000 I 

710,000 J 

650,000 K 

48,500,000 

13,000,000 

3.74 
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