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1. Name
historiec —Grand Circus Park
and or common Grand Circus Park Historic District

2. Location

—Apea- roughly bounded by Clifford -and John H:‘ t.h-a Wntm east and west and
street & number .the-nerthern—ot-tines—on Adams’ Street-on-the. north™ N/A_ not tor publication

city, town Detroit MR vicinity of
state Michigan code 26 county Wayne code 163
3. Classification
tegory Ownership Status Present Use
districi . public H/A occupied _ agriculture _ musawm
building|s) X _ private unaccupied X commercial __ park
siructure _ both work in progroess sducational ___ private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible X entertainment X religious
_ object in process yes: restricled goverment scientific
baing considered X yes: unnesiricted industrial transportation
NSA no military alher:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple (Tist on file at Michigan History Division)
strestdrumber  N/A
city, town N/A A viginity of siaie N/A

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, ete. Wayne County Register of Deeds
street & number City-County Buildi fg
city, 1own Detroit slate Michigan

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tive Detroit Urban Conservation Study has this property been determined eligible? X yes ]
dale 1971 federal X stale county Iacal
depository for survey records ~ Michigan History Division

city, town Lansing state Michigan



7. Description

Condition Check ane Check ane
___ excellent __ doteriorated __ unaltered X original site
i good R — X attered moved  date _ e o
_ Tair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (i known) physical appearance

The Grand Clrcus Park Historlc District |s a collectlon of forty commarclal bulldings surrounding
and radlating from Grand Clrcus Park, a major feature of the 1807 Judge Woodwsrd street plen for Detrolt.
Intanded by Woodwsrd to be the heart of the city, the Grend Clrcus Park areas becams the major focus of the
northarn and of downtown Detrolt. The distrlct includes one block alang esch of the strests radiating from
tha park on the south, east and west with Clifford snd John B strests foming most of the south, sast and
wast boundaries. The rorfhern boumdary general Iy runs along the resr [nortbern) lot [lnes of the propar=
tles an the mporth slde of Adems Streat, thus Including all bulldings facing the park. Major arteries,
Madlson, Brosdway, Washlngton Boulevard and Bagley, focus on and temminate at the park. ‘Woodeard Avenus
bBlsects the park, axtending In a continuous vista to the horlzon amd lemding & senss of spaclousness and
dapth o the strest plen. The district s distinet from Its [Immediste serromdings dus to the focus on Grand
Glreus Park. The bulldings In the distrlct range fram two storles to elghteen storles |n halght and are In a
var laty of styles Imclisding Gothic Revival , Basuc=Art classiclsm, Neo=classical , Tudse Revival and early 20fth=
cantury commarcial . The cldest bullding Im fhea district dates fram 1867 with the sajority bullt beteean 1915
and 1928. The nucleus of the district s Grand Clrous Park, & fres-dotted semi-clrcle blsected by Woodward
Avenoss The park Inclodes fwo statues and two fomnmtalns dating from (903 to 1921 and one sculpture
constrected in 1975.

The northarn boundary of the dlstrict Is draen slong the alley bahind the propertles faclng the park on
fdems Streot. The soutbern, sestern and wostern boundary 1s goeneral |y the arc formed by Cilfford and John R
streets Inclodling one block along the major arteclies focusing on the park. The boundarlas have bean dresn to
axclude grouplngs of bulldings idontifled as norcontrlbuting. Thess bomdarles were chosan becauss thay
dal Inoate & major featwre of the hlstorlc 1807 Judge Woodward Street plan for Datrolt, the crescent at Granmd
Clrcus Pork.

Ths John R and CIifford Street src enconpasses the ple—shapad blocks surrounding the park on the south
slde. Orilglnally an uppar=class resldontlal district, thesa blocks arcund Grand Clrcus Pars retained fhalr
prastige status as land uses changed In the twentleth caentury from singlo=famlly rosldential to luwury hotal
private club, retall, professional office snd thester distrlct. The luwwry offlce bulldings, such as tha
alshorate David Whitney Bullding and the finest hotels of the parlod==tha Statlier and tha Tul lar==stil |
renaln as do the clty's haavilest concentration of early twentiettmcantury movle palsces. Thare arae four
theaters remalalng w1 thin tha district and threes more bordering It just outslide the boundarys The strest
pattern beyand this arc changes wlth the introductlon of minaor streats betwsen the malor arterles. Thesa
alnor streets termlnate at the John B and Cllfford arc whare, in sone cases, a wedge—shaped bul | ding of
archltectural pretenslon has bean constructsd &s a viseal terminus to the street, such as the monumental
Mo tropol 1tan Bullding which closes the vista at Farmer Streats

The northern boundery of the distrlct, the al ley bateean Adems and El lzabeth streats, marks a changa In
character betwean the bul ldings srrounding the park and the bulldings on and north of Ellzabath Streats
This boundary del Ineates different land uses, streat plan and deval apesnt patterns. The Woodward street plan
of 1807 vwas never constructed morth of Adsas Streat becausss of the opposition of landowners, who proferral a
grid system of land subdivlislon. As & rosult, Grand Clrcus Park 1fsaif was neves comstructed as the full
gircla indicated In the Woodwsrd plos, snd the streets fo the north sere lald out as & regular grid at right
ang las to Woodward Avenue.
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Lacking focal polnts and vistas, this area north of the Park never developed on fhe morumental scale of
the srea to the south Wl th the exceptlon of Adems Street facling the park and Woodward Avenua. The distance
from the business dlstrict also mltigeted agalnst more intensive dovolopmoent and a great deasl of the area
romalned residentlal. Most of the large Wictorlen houses bullt In the late ainetesnth century ware roplaced
wlth duplexes, mlddie class flats and tenements In the sarly twentleth century. In the past two decades many
of trase bul ldings have been damalished leaving large ecpanses of vacant land and gap=-toothed streatscapes,
although tharae are still & nusber of fiae Individusl bulldings spotted throughout the sreas Ellzabath 5treat
Itsalf dovelopad, more or less, as the back door of the bulldings faclng Adams amnd the northsouth streots
such #s Park fvenoe, Woodward, Witherel| and John Re: as & rosulty |+ doss not presant an architectural |y
distingul shad streetscaps. With the exceptlon of the Adams Theater Bullding which extemds al | the way
Through the block to Ellzabath and the YMCA, the northern boundery of the Greand Clrcus Park Historlc District
is drawn alang the centerline of the allay 1n the mlddle of the block batweon Adams and Ellzabeth to reflect
the changs In archltectural charascter, street plan, and historie developnent patterms.

Mon=confr [buting bul ldings are as fol lows:

1528=30 Woodward - recently constructed office structure

1550 Woodward = recently constructed one-story stora

1954-56 Woodward = recantly comtructed one=story store

181 5=15 Broadway = teo=story commerclal bullt In 1960

1549 Broadway = two~story comsmerclal , post 1950 construction

7% E« Adams = smal | one=story restasrant, post 1950 comstructlon



8. Eignificam:e

Period Areas of Signilicance—C and justity below

___ prenistoric  _ archeology-prehistoric _eommunity planning landscape architecture __ religion

— lap0—1498 __ archeclogy-historic conservalion law SClence

. 1500-1599 ____ agricultune _ BconDmics literature sculpliure

__1600-1698 X architecture education military social’

— 17001799 _ art engineering . music humanitarian

X 1800-1898 _ commerce _. exploration/'setilement ____ philosophy K theater

A 1900- — communications _ industry __ politics/government __ transportation
__invention — other (specity]

Specilic dates 1867-1930 Buflder Architect various

Statement of Signilicance (in one paragraph)

The Grand Clrcus Park Hlstorlc Olstrict Is aignificant ss a collection of late 134h and early 20th-cen
tury commerclal bulldings by noted architects Including Albert Kahn; Danlel Burpham; Goorge W. Post: C.
Howard Crane; Smlth, Hinchman and Grylls; and Gordon We Lloyd. The bulldings Include substantial conmerclal,
luwury hotel and ornate theater bulldings possassing a grand scale and sophlsticated character. The district
ia alss slgalficant In wban plannling as Including the major nucleus of Judge Woodward's 1807 Detrolt street
plan. Woodward's plan wos based on a haxagon, divided Into twelve sectlons which could be repsated ad infi-
nltum: The orlginal plan called for principal parkeays two hundrod feet «lde and secondary diasgonals one
hundred and fwenty feet wide intersecting at circles or clrcuses. Woodward [ntendsd Grand Clrcus Park fo be
the hoart of the city. Unfortunately, uncooperative land owners prevented all but & fragment of the origlnal
plan from belng carrled outs As a result of the ocppositlon of the landowners, who preferred the grid system
of tand subdivislon, Grand Clrcus Park Ttealf was newsr constructed as the full circle Indicated In tha
Woodward plan and the streets to the north were lald out as a regular grid at right angles to Woodward
Avanueas The district Is also significant as the esrly 20th-century hub of saclal, eultural and business
activities during the carly decades of the dymemlc growth of Detrolt sz the sutoscblle—manufacturing capliol
of the world. The Grand Circus Park ares supsrseded Monroe Street as the center of Detrolt's theastr lcal
activity and within a dozen years was ringed by alght thesters. Teo of Detrolt's major esrly twentleth-cen
tury luxury hotels were bullt faclng the park and ssrved as the setting for numercus social events.

During the first quarter of the 20th century, the srea underwsnt a stealy change from I+s earller low
denslty resldentlal use to higher density conmorclal use with the comstruction of major hotels, office struc=
tures, and theaters srcund the park and on streots radiating from the park. During the mld=to=late (9th cen
tury, the ares was predominently In resldential usa, with high sfyle resldences of Defrolt's upper class
located around the parke. Nelghborhood churches were bullt In the area In responss o the resldentlsl populs—
tlon. The Cantral Methodist Church on tha corner of Woodward and Adams, on the north slda of the park, was
bullt Im 1B67 sccording to plans drafted by Gordon W. Lloyd and Ta the ol dast bBul 1ding Im tha dlstriet and
the only reminder of that resldentlal era. Commercial use parmeated the area affer the furn of the cenfury
due to the great demand for office space that could not be sccommodated In Detralt's flasmclal core. Most of
the bulldings In this district were constructed during Detrolt's boon parlod botwoon 1915 and 1928.  With +he
Introduction of elegant theaters Into the area during that parlod, the nolghborhood avalved (At &a erbers
talnnant district. During the 1920s, Grand Clrcus Park suparsaded Monros Strest as *he cearter of Defroli's
theatrlcal activity and by 1928 was ringed by alght theaters; C. Howard Crone's Adass (1917}, Hadlson (1817},
Grand Circus [Capltol, 19221, Palms [State, 1925), Unlted Artlats (1928), and Fox (1528) Theaters, Percival
reriera’s Orlental Theater (1527, demollshed 19500, and C. W. and George L. Rapp's Michigan Theater (1926,
comarted fo parking garage 1978). Togother these theaters contalned over 24,000 seats. Thres of thase
thaaters, the Fox, Palms, and Michigan, sre locatnd tmmediatel y outside the historic district boundaries.

The park Jtself has long been conslderad the |imits of Detrolt's central business district and still
deflnes the northern commerclal bondsry. Honuments fn the park Include the Russsl] A. Al gar Fountaln by
Danial Chester French, 1921, on the sast side of the park, the Wil |lam C. Haybury Statue by Adolph Weloman,
1912, the Hazen 5. Pingree Statue by Rudolph Schwartz, 1903, the Edison Memorlal Fountaln, 1929 snd "The
Enfrance,” John Plet, 1979, on the west side of the park.

There are forty bulldings in the districts Of thess, only six sro conalderad norcontributing. The
followlng are soms of the more signlflcant bul ldings In the dlstrict.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Morrison, Andrew C., Opera House, Wickel Show and Palace, Greenfield Village and Henry
Ford Museum, Dearborn, 1974.

Ferry, Hawkins, Buildings of Detroit, Wayne State University, Detroit, 1968.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _Thirty-one acres
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Verbal boundary description and justification Roughly bounded by Clifford Street on the south and
west and Johm R street om the south and east and the rear lot lines of properties on the
north side of Adams Street. This includes the crescent shaped Grand Circus Park and the
buildings immediately adjacent to the park.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

siate HSA LB code county ) uurda

siate NSA cote county code

11. Form Prepared By

e Tile Brian Conway, Architectural I:nnn:lmatm_'
organization Michigan History Division date Pugust 3, 1982

street & number EEE Capitﬂ'l Avenue

city o lown Lansing state Michigan
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the slate is
__ national 4 e

As the designaled State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law &5
865), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according 1o the eriteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,

State Historic Preservation Officer signature % %M

slale local

title Director, Michigan History Division date f/ﬁ/&i.
For NPS use only Feta
that this is included in the National Register
date &ﬂ"&}
Altest: date
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ful lar Hotel on Park, betwsen Adass and Bagley, wes bul It Ta 190% by Lew We Tullar, & bul lding costeac=
tor from Jonesvllle, Michligan. The bullding orlglnal ly stood alght storles high but was enlerged to thirtean
storles In 1909, +ha first high=rise structure on the park. Bullt of relnforced concrete, the bullding was
complotely flreproof. Richly detalled and furnlshed, fhe Tuller was one of Detrolt's major |u=wry hotel s.
The thirtesnth floor feetures a stage and bal lroon overlooking the park which was tha favorite gathering
place of Detrolt's ellte. A thirtesn-story additlon on Bagley and Park was coastrected in 1914, adding 3329
roons to the orlginal 225 and expanding the hotel"s park frontage to 140 faet, making it the largest single—
ownixi expansa on the park. In 1923 a fourtesr-story addition was constructed om the north sldes. Deslgned by
srchitect Willlam He Adems, thls edditlon added 250 rooms, bringlng tha total fo B0 roms. The additlon
alss Included a grand ballroom, the largest In Detrolt at the time, and & fourtesnttestory ponthouss sul te of
offices. The hotel was remodeled and updated In 1948<49 by O Howard Crenes and Associates, srchitects, and
closad as a hotoel In the 1970s. Plans have boon formulsted fo recpen the bullding as & |uwery hotel .

Statlar Hotel, mow cal led the Herltage Hotoel, on Park boteson Bagley Street and Washington Boulevard,
wos tha second lugury hotel bul |t on Grand Clrcus Parks Ellsworth M. Statler, owmer of the S5tatlar chaln of
hotals, |ocated his new hatal st Grand Circus Park and Washington Bouleverd on the site of the Bagley House.
This hotel contalns alght hundred roons, aach with a baths Designed by George Be: Post of Mes York, tha
alghtesn-story hotel cpenad In 1914, Oearge B. Post had been a pupll of Richard Morrls Hunt and was respon
slbhle for the deslgn of Cornel [us Yanderbl|t's housa on FIfEh Avenua In Mow York asnd the Manufactures and
Liberal Arts Bullding at tha Chicags World's Falr of 1893, The Statler Hotel coenlssfon in Detrolt proved
that his abllities had not declined.

Davild wWhitnay Buliding on Park batwsen Washington Boulevard and Woodward Avemue 5 a sixtearstory
of flce structure shoaathed In white terre-cotte with Ital len Renalssance detall Ing. It was designed by Danlel
Surnham and completed In 1915 a5 an offloe bullding for dochors and dentists. The bullding s U=shapad In
plan wlth corridors facing tha Inslde cowrt, thus parmitting an cutslde exposore for easch of fice.

Rs He Fyfes Shoa Stora Bullding s prominently located on the northwast corner of Adans and Woodward.
This handscme acample of Gothic comnerclal architecture «ith soaring vartical |ines amd deep window Fevasl s
was deslgned by Smith, Hinchmanm and Grylls amd completed In 1919 The bullding Is af stesl and concrate

shaathed In terra cotta. Exterlor decorative festeres on this fourtesrstory bullding Includa flgures of
5 e akar s«

Waman' s E:-u;hungu on the north slde of the park on Adams batwean Witheral | snd Woodward was designed by
mith, Hinchman and Grylls and bullf In 1916: H. J= Maxwsl | Gryles modeled the maln facade of this bullding
after John Abell's 1621 Hall of the Butcher's gulld In Hereford, England.

Coantral Mathod|st Church on the Horfhesst corner of Woodward snd Adems was designed by Gordon We Lloyd
ard bulit Im 1867, This is the oldest bullding In the district and the anly reminder of the eariler reslden
tlal nelghborhood. It is a splendid example of Gothic Revival architecture by a Detrolt archltect who was
trained in England. The bullding Is designed wlth restralned ornamentaflon, rugged mansonry, semi=octagonal
framsapts and large gables. A strong wertlcal accant ls provided by a corner fowar with & brosch splre. The
bul lding was shortened and tha fowsr moved back whoan Woodwerd Avense wos widenad In 193%. The church [s
individueal Iy 11sted in the Matlonal Reglsters




WS Form 90-800-a O B, W - OB
o Lip ¥-19-pa

United States Department of the Interior
Mational Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shest Iterm nurmber

S1GM IF ICANGE ] 3

Wrilght=ay Bullding on Woodward at Clifierd, 189, was designed by Gordon W Lloyds Thils slz=story
masanry bullding orlginal 1y housed the Schwankowsky Temple of Music whera Detrolt's alite gathered fo enjoy
string erchestras and woodwlnd qulinfets. The slxth floor contalned an opan balcoay overlooklng Woodward
which snall suslcal growps used for outdoor concerts. Wright=Kay Jews|ry store occcupled the bullding fros
1920 fa 1978,

Washington Arcade 'B'-ultﬂrﬂg_ at 1545 Woodward fromts both an Woodward Avenue and Washlngton Boulevard and
orlglnal Iy contained & arcade on the first floor coanezting the tws streets. The elegant, savenstory,
Baaux Arts=style |imastons shasthad bullding was dasligned by sccemplished Detrolt archltects Donal dson and
Malar and bul I+ in 1901. The Himelhoch Brothers aand Company leasad the bullding fram 1923 watil 1977 and
ocparated ona of Datrolt's moat fashlanasls woman's clathing stores In the bBullding. The bul lding sas Bullt
as an Investmant by prominent Detraolt Indostrlal 1s¥ Cals Frank J« Hackar.
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Map Key

l. Tuller Hotel

2: Statler Hotel

3. United Artist Theater

4. Washipgpton Arcade  Building
3, Whitnmey Buildiag

6. Broderick Tower

7. Hadison Theater

8. Grand Cirecus Park Theater
3. YWCA

10. Women's Exchange Building
11. Central Methedist Church
12. Fyfe Building

13. Adams Theater

14, Metropolitan Building
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The David Whitney Building is an eighteen-story office building located on Grand
Circus Park between Washington Boulevard and Woodward Avenue. The building is roughly
pentagonal in plan as dictated by the site. The odd configuration of the site is a
direct result of its location at the major radius center of Judge Woodward's 1807
Detroit street plan, Grand Circus Park. The Whitney Building plan incorporates shops
surrounding a central skylight-covered atrium on the first four floors and fourteen
floors of offices above, surrounding a light court. The building is designed with a
major elevation facing the park, Woodward Avenue and Washington Boulevard, resulting
in a building which radiates from the park as does the street plan.

The building is constructed of steel sheathed in white glazed brick. The terra
cotta ornamentation which once graced the fifth floor, the fifteenth through eigh-
teenth floors, and the corniceline has been removed. The first floor has been resur-
faced with granite panels. Floors two through four still contain the decorative
terra cotta panels and window surrounds though granite strips were added around each
of the three story window bays. Floors six through fourteen have not been altered on
the exterior.

Entrances from Park 5treet, Washington Boulevard and Woodward Avenue lead to a
central atrium lobby which rises four stories above the entrance level to a glass
skylight. The atrium lobby is surrounded by arcaded corridors leading to shops and
elevators which 1ine the perimeter of the building. The atrium lobby is faced with
white glazed terra cotta. There 15 a balustrade at the second level of the arcade
and nita5ter5 rising from the second level through the third level. The pilasters are
capped with. EntahIature which is surmounted by semi-circular arched openings at the
fourth level. Ornate terra-cotta medalions decorate the spandrel areas, Each arch
contains a key console. The third level contains dark-colored terra-cotta spandrel
panels visually supported on decorative consoles. The south wall of the atrium con-
tains the seven elevators, each with ornate brass doors and decorative terra-cotta
work surrounding the doors at each floor level. The interior of the lobby has not
been altered.

The upper fourteen stories contain offices surrounding the open light court above
the atrium skylight. The interior of the office area has not been altered except
changes in the offices themselves.

The Whitney Building is significant as one of only two buildings in Detroit which
contains dramatic skylight covered interior atrium lobbies. It is also significant as
a2 key building forming the wall which surrounds Grand Circus Park. When the construc-
tion of the Whitney Building began in 1914, it was one of a group of “sky-scrapers"
which were under construction at the same time around Grand Circus Park. It is also
significant as one of only three surviving buildings in Detroit designed by Daniel H.
Burnham and Co., Architects.
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The Whitney Building is a monument to a man who was extremely significant in the
history of Detroit's commercial and industrial development--David Whitney Jr. He was
a well=known lumber baron, shipping magnate, landholder, and one of Detroit's wealthi-
est men at the turn of the century. He began his career in the lumber business in his
native Massachusetts, and came to Michigan in 1857 when it was developing as a lumber
state. He became a phenomenal success in lumbering in Michigan, Wisconsin and Oregon.
He later invested heavily in Great Lakes shipping vessels. His success in shipping
was noted in an 1B95 article in the Detroit Sunday MNew Tribune which quoted other
'vessel men' saying that "he is the best prophet of vessel rates on the Lakes". His
ownership of a good deal of Detroit's choicest business properties was featured in an
1895 newspaper article on 'Detroit's Landowners' which indicates that Whitney's hold-
ings "equalled that of any other 5 men in Detroit®. In the 1890s his real estate
holdings in Detroit and Wayne County alone were estimated at $2,000,000, and his total
wealth was estimated at between 57 and 810 million. His investments in numerous De-
troit industrial, banking and insurance companies, and his extensive lending of money
made him an extremely important figure in the commercial and industrial development of
Detroit before the turn of the century.
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

M54

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF SiTE

January 2, 1985

Ms. Caral Shull

National Register of Historic
Places Branch

Interagency Resource Management
Division

National Park Service

U.5. Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Attn: Beth Grosvenor

Dear Ms. Shull:

LANSING
MICHIGAN 4B518

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION

ADMIRISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS
RESEARCH, AMD HISTORIC SITES
208 M. Capsiol Avenue
SY7—373-0510

STATE ARCHINES

3405 M. Logan Sirest
ST—373-0512

STATE MUSEUM

208 M. Capiinl Averas
ST—2T3-0515

Enclosed is supplemental information that will document the significance
of the David Whitney Building within the Grand Circus Park Historic
District in Detroit, Michigan. This building is located within the
existing boundaries of the district and this information simply expands
the material previously submitted. Submission of this additional
information was requested by the Mid-Atlantic Regional Office of
the National Pavk Service for their consideration of the NDavid Whitney
Building as a contributing structure in the Gramd Circus Park Historic
district for designation as a certified historic structure.

Please contact Brian Conway at &17/373-0510 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

77 ez 2Lyl —
Martha M. Bigelow, Director
Bureau of History

and
State Historic Preservation Officer

MMB:BDC:mjr

cc: Myra F. Harrison

EMG .
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Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, Michigan

: Brian Conway
pate: June 1982
: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
lansing, MI 48918

View: Across Park, camera facing NW
Photo #: 1 of 14






Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division

208 N. Capitol

Lansing, Michigan 48918
View: Across Park, camera facing NW
Photo #: 2 of 14
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Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, Michigan

Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
ILansing, MI 48918
View: West side of Woodward Avenue, camera facing NW
Photo: 3 of 14
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Grand Circus Park Historie District
Detroit, Michigan
Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48918
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Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, Michigan

Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, Michigan 48918
View: West side of Broadway, camera facing NW
Photo: 5 of 14
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Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, Michigan

Photographer: Brian Corway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48918
View: West side of Broadway, camera facing west
Photo #: 6 of 14






Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, ML

Photographer: Brian Conway

Date: June 1982

Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
lansing, MI 48918

View: Non-contributing structure on East side of
Woodward Avenue, camera facing East.

Photo #: 7 of 14
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Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, MI

Photographer: Brian Conway

Date: June 1982

Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48918

View: Across Park towards Bagley Avenue, camera facing
Sw

Photo #: 8 of 14






Photographer: Brian Conway

Date: June 1982

Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol

View: West side of Madison, camera facing West






Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, MI

Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48918
View: East side of Washington Boulevard, camera
facing East
Photo #: 10 of 14






Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, MI

Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48918
View: East side of Madison, camera facing NE
Photo #: 11 of 14
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Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, MI

Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48918
View: East side of Broadway, camera facing East
Photo #: 12 of 14






Grand Circus Park Historic District
Detroit, MI

Photographer: Brian Conway
Date: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
Lansing, MI 48918
View: North side of John R at terminus
of Farmer Street, camera facing North.
Photo #: 13 of 14






Grand Circus Park Historic District
petroit, Michigan

: Brian Conway
pDate: June 1982
Neg: Michigan History Division
208 N. Capitol
, MI 48918
View: West gide of Broadway showing non-contributing

building
Photo #: 14 of 14
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LANSING
MICHIGAN 48918

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION

ADMINMESTRATION, PUBLICATIONS
RESEARCH, AKD HISTORIC SITES
208 M. Capitel Avees
517—373-0510

STATE ARCHIVES
3405 M. Logan Strest
STATE MUSEUM

208 N. Capitol Awerus
SIT—3T3-0515

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Supervisory Historian

Mational Register of Historic Places Branch
Interagency Resource Management Division
Mational Park Service

440 G Street, H.W.

Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosaed are National Register nomination materials for the Grand
Circus Park Historic District in Detroit, Michigan. I certify that
the intent-to-nominate notification requirements have been fulfilled.
This property is being submitted for listing in the National Register.
All motarized statements of objection and written comments COnNCeIming
this property submitted to us during the commenting period are
anclosed.

Pleass direct all cuestions concerning this nomination to Brian
D. Corway, Regional Historic Preservation Coordinator (517/373-0510).

77t Ay

Martha M. Bigelow, Director
Michigan History Division

and . . ..7::" .
State Historic Preservation Officer 4 e,
> o 1
MMB:ROC:mjr o RECEIVED
e JAN 1 4 1083
MATIONAL



Comaenea Bapik-LIebiml m—d et

211 West Fort Sl

Diatroi, Michigan 4822

(pmen% Blaik- Dyt

Movember 18, 1982

Account 29247

Dr. Martha M. Bigelow

State Historical Preservation Officer

Michigan Department of State, History Division
Lansing, MI 48918

RE: MNomination to the Mational Register of Historic Places of the
Properties at 58 West Adams and 62 West Adams as part of the
Grand Circus Park Historical District, Detroit, Michigan

Dear Dr. Bigelow

Eighty percent of the interest in the above-captioned property is held by
the trust of Dorothy 5. Higbie, Detroit Bank & Trust, also known as
Comerica Bank-Detroit, and Hugo 5. Higbie, Co-Trustees,

As Co-Trustees and in accordance with the National Historical
Preservation Act Amendments of 1980 and Federal Regulations 36CFR
Part Sixty, we object to the listing of the subject property as nationally-
registered historical sites.

Sincerely

Louis Fulgoni
r Trust Officer
Comerica Bank-Detroit,
Cn—Trustu for the Trust of Dorothy 5. Higbie

RV
Hugt 5 ‘—il:)hgbm, i t\'

Co=Trustee for the Trust of Derothy 5. Higbie

nlc/25719
ce: Mr. James B, Lewis



STATE OF MICHIGAM)
) 8§
COUNTY OF WAYNE }

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this
18th day of Movember, 1982, by Louis Fulgoni, Trust Real Estate
Officer of COMERICA BANK - DETROIT, a Michigan banking corperationm,

on behalf of the corporation.

“yuoim peEm

9 =i
Molnry | 1

My Cr jum Explren Jone 20, 1534

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF L' pYac

7 The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this
71 day of AU , 1982, |'.l_'|.f mn::n 5. HIGBIE,

D peld foodonaZZl

Hntarr Puhlit.
My commission expires

A A6 JTFY



Lomifca Bank-Datrod
211 West Forl Streat 1 E:;'gzml
Lsircet, Micthegan 48226 1:"2 mr

(:JEII]]fﬁrl{;dL Ban-Dedroi

November 13, 1982

A coount 29247

Dr. Martha M. Bigelow

St_ate_ Historical Preservation Officer

Michigan Department of State, History Division
Lansing, MI 43918

RE: Nnmtm}‘im to the Mational Register of Historic Places of the
Properties at 48 West Adams and 62 West Adams as part of the
Grand Circus Park Historical District, Detroit, Michigan

Dear Dr. Bigelow

As owner of a ten percent interest in the above-captioned properties and

in accordance with the Mational Historical Preservation Act Amendments
of 1980 and Federal Regulations 36CFR Part Sixty, | object to the listing

of those properties as nationally-registered historic places.

nle/25719
cc: Mr. James B, Lewis

STATE OF MICHIGAMW
COUNTY OF (&' Ya'é

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this
dﬁ_f ﬂ'f p"rl"f'q.-' ,.llll-:l, ¥ 19‘&21 b]" HU - E' HIBB]'.Bq. -

oreld o

Hotary Public,

My coamission expires

r,‘"[‘-’-'.'{ ;JE.- f:?JJ?



Michigan Mutual Insurance

Executren Qe es, butunl Budtng, Detiod Mchgan 48228 (3125 9658500 Card sent

11/24/82 mijr

ROY A STYLES
vaninr Veop Pragssent
fifd Sl y

I '?':j
November 19, 1982

Ir, Martha M. Bigelow, Director
Michigan History Ddivision
Michigan Department of State
Laneing, MI

Attention: EHathryn Eckert

Fe: HNomination to the Natiomal Register of
Historie Places of the Michigan Mutual
Building at 28 W, Adams as part of the
Grand Circus Park Historic District,
Detroit, Michigan

Michigan Historic Preservation Revliew
Board Meeting: December 2, 1982

Dear D, Bigelow:

The Michigen Mutusl Insurance Company is the sole owner of the
Mutual Buillding at 28 W. Adams in Detroit, Michigan.

Ag the sole owner, we wish to enter our objection to the Mutual
Building being included in the Hational Register of Historic
Places, We do not wish to be designated as an historic building.

In additicn, we have made an offer to purchase the building at
18-24 West Adams adjacent to our Home Office building. This
offer has been accepted by the owners and we expect the closing
to ocour within the next 30 days.

As the prospective owners of the bullding at 18-24 West Adams
in Detroit, we wish to enter our cbjection to this buillding
being entered in the Hational Register of Historilc Places.

Flease advise if there ia anything further we should do to prevent
either of these bulldings belng given the Historic desipnatiom.

e
e/

R. A. Styles

RAS :eh
S

ol

lichigan Wotual Insurance Company Associatod Genenal I e Compary
Asiocaled Ganenl Life Corpary



State of Michigan

County of  Wayne

Personally appeared before me the sbove named ROY A, BTYLES,
Senicr YVice President and Secretary of Michigan Mutuwal Imsurance
Company, personally known to me, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he executed the above instrument and that the
statements and angwers contained therein are true and correct to
the best of his knowledge and belief,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ﬁ'f E§ day of ;‘_‘ﬂ-ﬁ?‘l& /
19§ 2.,

9
P
//)‘(;ﬁiifs 44 E-éa,gzg__.
o7 (Notary lic

RulH COSIENOBLE
Netary Publie, Wayne County, Mich,
My Commission Expires My Commisslon Expires Jan, 15, 1984

(SEAL)



CLvoE B. MAREH
2117 STROHM

TREWNTOM, MICHIGAN 48183 card =sent
November 20, 1982 11/24/82
]}r!- Hﬂrth:ﬂ. Ms Bi.gﬂl'n"ﬂ' mjr

Michigan Historical IMviaion
Michigen Department of State
Teneing, Michipan 48918

]
L

Dear Dr. Bigelow, ; 5 1ae
Your letter of November 1, 1982, addressed to'feptral
M. E. Church, 23 E. Adams, Detroit, comceming nomins.

atiom to the Nationel Regsister of Historie Places of g
Central (nited) Methodist Chureh at 25 and 31 E. Adams,
as part of the Grand Sirous Park Historic District

was referred to me as historian of Central Church.

.__"-_

S8ince through your office the 1867 church and the at-
tached 1915 church house have been on the State Regls-
ter of Historiec Places for two yeara or more, I presume
the Nomination to the National Register is the next
gteps. I can sssure you that the procedure meeta with
the approval of the pastors and the official orgeniza-
tion of Central United Methodist Church as well as the
underaisned.

Cordi

ln‘l M



City of Detroit Executive Office Coleman A. Young, Mayor

December 1, 1982 5&1’:"—
2-3-42

Dr. Martha M. Bigelow A
Director

Michigan History Division

Michigan Department of State

Z0B Horth Capitol

Lansing, Michigan 48918

Attention: Ma. Eathryn Eckert
Dear Dr. Bilgelow:

I appreciate the opportunity to concur in or object to the historic
designation of city owned properties in the proposed Grand Circus Park
Historic District in accordance with the Hational Historic Preservation
Act Aamendments of 1980, and federal regulations 36 CFR, Part 6.

Although I understand the process which was initiated pursuant to applica=
tion of federal environmental protection regulaticns to the Central
Automated Transit System (CATS), 1 am wvery concermed with the cutcome

of this process. Historic designation can be 4 uwseful tool for preserva-
tion and revitalization of this City. It must, however, be closely
coordinated with owr other plans and strategies for revitalization. The
timing and manner in which these tools, including historic designation,
gconomic incentives, requlatory powers, tax benefits, ete., are applied

to structures or districts can greatly affect the success of our efforts
in obtaining rewvitalization of the City and preservation of its culturally,
significant structures and neighborhoods.

In the case of the Grand Circus Park area, the City initially expressed

great concern about the large size of the configurations of the proposed
historic district. Howewver, the federal Department of Interior determined

as eligible for designation am area larger tham that which the City considered
appropriate. BMow, at the time when the State's Review Board must actuwally
make a decision on nomination of structures for designation, I wish to
reiterate those concerns expressed sarlier.



Dr. Martha M. Bigelow
December 1, 1982
Page Two

FPlease underastand that my primary concern involves the necessity of balancing
preservation and development wvalues. There is usually a need to negotiate
these to the advantage of all parties at the time when we are able to

attract the private and public participation in revitalization efforts. I

do not believe this is the appropriate time in ocur revitalization efforts

for Grand Circus Park to designate this large area as an historic districkt.

I am, therefore, atrongly opposed to the nomination of this area and to the
nomination of any property which the City owns in the proposed Grand Circus
Park Historic District.

The enclosed statement certifies that the City of Detroit is the sole or
partial ownmer of certain properties, amd that it objects to them being listed
in the proposed Grand Circus Park Historic District.

I do appreciate your continued communication with the City on these matters, and
I urge that we develop a closer and more fregquent communication to assure the
necessary coordination of historiec designation and the other tools the City

uses with such coordination. I belileve we may most effectively achieve the
preservation and revitalization we all desire.

Sincegrely,
dﬂfiFMglhf—' f:EE
EMAN A. YOUNG

Hayor

oo Governor William Milliken
Governor=elect James Blanchard
Richard Austin, Secretary of State



OWHER OF PROPERTY IN PROPOSED HATIONAL REGISTER OF
HISTORIC PLARCES, GRAND CIRCUS PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

WHEREAS, owners of properties nominated to the Mational Register of Historic
Places must be given an opportunity to concur in or object to listing in accord
with the Mational Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980, and federal
regulationa 36 CFR, Part 60; and

WHEREAS, on Movember 1, 1982, the Michigan History Division, in writing, informed
the City of Detroit that it is the sole or partial owner of property located
inm the proposed Grand Circus Park Historic District; and
HOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Detreoit, con November 24, 1982, it strongly
opposed to the mominaticon of the following properties of which the City is scle
or partial ocwmer:

1. HMetropolitan Building, 33 John R Strest

2. Heritage Motel, 1539-71 Washington Boulevard

3. OGrand Circus Park, Grand Circus Park Municipal
Parking Garage

4. Tuller Hotel, 505 Park (partial owner)
5. Trolley Barm in Washington Boulevard
G. Stouffer's Restauwrant, Washington Boulevard

IN WITHESS WHEREOF, the City, by and through its duly authorized representative
has executed this statement as of the date written above.

ATTEST CITY OF DETROIT

2 ’
7/4:1 {fﬁ BY @ﬁuﬁ 4@
COLEMAN A. YOUNG, MAYOR /

Patricia Lynn Reuter
Notary, County of Wayne, State of Michigan
My commission expires: 1/11/86

On this Ist day of December, 1962, before me personally appeared

Coleman A. Young, to me known to be the person wheo executed the

foregoing instrument,’and acknowledged that he executed the same as the [ree
act and deed.
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MPE Form 10-800 OB Mo, 10340018 {Eogpiras 512002}

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This fzrm b5 for 2se in nominating or requesting determinations fof indaidual properties and districts. Ses instructions in Mational Registar Bulledin, Mow
fo Compiele the Matonal Register of Hisfone Flaces Registration Form, If any Bam doas not apely fo the proparty being docuranted, enter BUA” for

“nct applcable” Fof functiong, architectnal clasaification. materials, and areas of significance, endar only Categonies and subcaiagerias from tha
instructons. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative ibems on continuation sheets if needed (MPS Form 10-800a).

1. Mame of Property

historic name Grand Circus Park Historic District (Addibanal Documantation)

other names/sile number

2. Location

strest & number Generally bounded by Elizabeth, Clifford, and John R D nat fier publication
city or town _Detroit I_i vicinity

siate  Michigan code Ml county Wayne code 163 zipcode 48225

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authonity under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this x _ nomination ___ request for determination of efigibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the Mational Register of Histonc Places and meets the procedural and professional
reguirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the properly _x _ meets __ does not meet the Mational Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___ national __ statewide X _local
\Il'w}ﬁ"‘w-:“—{ﬂuﬂ D E"“‘L"-:E‘_"'.'—EL* ,I.E?! 'Iql“l-:}_
Signature af canifying ETille Date

| _MI SHFO
| State or Federal agency/bureau of Tribal Government

I friy Gpinicen, fha proparty ___ mewts ___ does not meet the Maticnal Register criteda

Signature af cammenting official Data

Thia State or Federal agencybureau or Trbal Gowernment

4. National Park Service Certification
I heraby cartily that this property s

in the Matianal Ragister __ delermined elginie for the Naticnal Register

armined not aligithe for the Mational Regisier ___ remowed from fhe Mabonal Regisher

V¥ ather (maplain ) Additional

[d-]2-17F

G of Action

nature of the Keeper
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MPS Form 10-504 OME Mo 10240018 {Expired SA2013)
Grand Circus Park Historic District (Additional Wayne, Mi
Documentation)
Mame of Froparty Couwnty and Statwe
5. Classification
Ownership of Froperty Category of Property Number of Resources within Froperty
[Check 85 many boxes as appehy. ) (Check anly one box ) (D mot ncluce praveously sted resouwces in the count )
Contributing  Moncontributing
X | private building(s) 32 1 buildings
¥ | public - Local & | district district
public - State site site
public - Federal structura 1 structure
object 4 1 ohject
37 1 Total

Building lotals are for the entire district and differ from original nomination in that some buildings have been demolished. District
contains 32 buildings = plus one addition to a building resulling from a subsequent boundary increase — and minus 44 W, Adams,
which now exists only as a facade and is courted under structures, Objects are 1 fountain and 3 monuments (contributing) and 1

monument (non-conributing).

MName of related multiple property listing

Number of contributing resources previously

[Enter "MA" if preperty = not part of a mulliple propey kaling) listed in the National Register
i 1Y 35
6. Function or Usa
Historic Functions Current Functions
{Enter cabegaries from instructions.) (Erer categories from insfructions.)
Commerca/Trade = Business Commerce/Trade — Specialty Store
Financial Institutian Festaurant

Specialty Store

Restaurant

Religion — Religious Facility

Recreation & Culture = Theater

Domestic — Hotel

Religion — Religious Facility

Vacant/Mat in Use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Entar categerias from instnactions )

Commercial Style

Italian Rengissance

Meoclassical

Gothic

iladarne

Materials
{Enter calageses ram instrections }

foundation:  Concrate

walls: _ Brick
Limesions

ract: Asphalt

cther.  Granite
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Name of Property County and State
International Style Terra Cotta

Marrative Description

{Describe the historic and currant physical appearance of the property. E:plain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necassary. Begin with a summanry paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features )

Summary Paragraph
Intreduction

This form provides additional documentation for the Grand Circus Park Histonc District which weas sted in the national
register in 1983. This form provides two types of additional documentation.

1. It provides descriptive and historical information for two buildings in the district, located at 1520 and 1528 Woodward
Avenue, that have been submitted ta the SHPO as federal Investment Tax Credit projects. One was listed in the 1283
nominaticn as non-contributing. The second was emonecusly listed as contributing because itz Art Deoo styling
suggesting a construction date for the present fagade prior to the end date of the defined period of significance: under
the existing end date for the period of significance, it should have been listed as non-contributing. This new form will
show that these two buildings should now bath be viewed as contributing ta the district's historic characier,

2, It provides additional decumentation of the district’s historic significance to show that the period of significance should
be expanded to extend down to 1562, When the original nominaticn was prepared the period of significance was
defined a5 ending in 1830 because @ major peried of development that resulted in meost of the district’s largest
buildings ended with the beginning of the Great Depression. [n thes new farm we propose to expand the district's
pericd of significance down to 12562 to reflect the continued development and renovations that cocurred in the Grand
Circus Park district after 1930 and especially fram the early post World War Il period down to 1962,

Mata that the original Grand Circus Park nabonal register nomination is an old one that does not meet today's
requirements in several respecis. A new form with full inventory and more complete explanation of historic significance is
needed = but not possible at present

Marrative Description
1520 Woodward Avenue, Lane Bryant Building (1908, 1845)

Lane Bryant is a six-story masonry bullding with a rectangular footprint, its front facing Woodward Avenue and rear on an
alley. The five upper stories of the fagade are faced in limestone in a simplified Moderne style and display a symmetrical
design with a broad six-unit central window in each story and a nearly square double window on each side set into a
vertical bank treatment in which the windows alternate with slightly recessed panels of vertical convex-profile fluting or ribs.
The ground floor is divided into three bays, the central one cormesponding with the broad central window and containing the
double-door entrance. The present dark-finish aluminum storefront trim dates from 2005, The storafrant’s namow piers
and tall upper transomJsignage area are faced in gray granite. The building's side and rear walls ara faced in brick. The
bullding's interior has been heavily rencvated and retains few historic features,

This six-story building was constructed in 150% as the Woodward Arcade Building but was sxtansively remodeled in 1945
ta house the flagship store in Detroit of the Lane Bryant chain. A 1545 newspaper story reported that Lane Bryant had
bought the building and would make alterations costing $250,000. The work included the modemizing of the fagade with
the present limesicne front and the installation of new elevators and air conditioning among many other changes. The
architect for the renovations was Detroiter Charles N. Agree, a specialist in designing modern-style stores. Agree did a
number of distinctive stores for Winkelman's and the Federal department store chain and also supermarkets in the Detroit
area

Lane Bryant is a large-size wormen's clothing chain that, founded in Detroit in 1816, continues io cperale stores in Detrgit-
area malls and sisewhere. The company opeéned its first store in Detrait in the Washington Arcade Building, then maved
to 1452 Farmar Streel in 1922, At the time Lane Bryant opened their new flagship store at 1520 Woodward in 1945, the
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chain operated twenty-two siores across the country and had 3600 employees and reported annual retail sales of
£35,000,000. Under the revamped store name of Smart Size, the store, still part of Lane Bryant, aperated here into the
earty 1680s. In 2005 the building's ground-level facade underwent a renovation as part of a city of Detroit fagade
enhancemant program.

1528 Woodward Avenue. United Foundation Building (1918, 1960}

The United Foundation Building is a soe-story rectangular-factprnt building that now presents a dramatic example of
curtain wall construction on its Woodward Avenue front. Built in 1218, the building was extensively renovated in 1960-61.
The criginal facade was removed and the prezent one constructed. The upper facade above a slightly recessad ground
fcor is faced in vertical banks of windows alternating with dark blue porcelainized metal panels separated by thin
projecting vertical aluminum péers that create a ridged effect. The nearly all glass ground story's front |5 recessed about
two feet back from the upper front except for the main entrance, which is positionad at the right-hand end of the fagade
and sat back more deeply, about six feel, into the facade. The enfry is trimmed in aluminum and stainkess steel, and the
recessed ground-floor fagade to the right of the doors is faced in white marble. Over time the dark biue porcelainized
panels have darkened fo gray-blue.

In the lobby entrance, twa structural columns are coverad in stainless sieel, and the southern entrance kobby wall is faced
with small mosaic tiles in blug colors ranging from sky blue (¢ deep blue. Elevators are located on the southern side of the
lobby. The northern kobby wall is faced from floor to ceiling in veined white marble. A retail store in the northern half of the
building is fronted with plate glass. The second-story offices conlain a conference room and executive offices. The upper
fliocrs hold individual offices, and a service elevator on the eastern (alley) side of the building. The building’s other facades
where they are visible retain the old brickwork cutlined by the reinforced concrate framing. The structure has a fiat roof

Originally constructed in 1916, this six-story building has undergone many renovations. In 1852 the building was
purchased by the Kresge Foundation who leased the retail space on the first fioor o Rellin’s Women's Wear. The City of
Detroit Building Department files record a $500,000 alteration in 1580 for the United Foundation. Current Sanbom maps
list this bwilding as the United Foundation Building. The firm of Diehl and Diehl Archilects, Inc., engineers Hyde & Bobbio,
Inc. and tha contractor Darin & Armsirong, Inc. rendvated the entire building for the United Feundation. Diehl and Diehl
had a general architectural practice in the Detroit metropolitan area but were and are best known for their many Catholic
churchas. The firm produced many church buildings of modernized Gothic and Romanesgue design but also some
Modern examples including St. Mel Catholic Church, Dearbormn Heights, and St Gemma in Defrait, Ther 1961 St
Clamant's in the northeastern Detroit suburb of Centarline, with its parabolic vault design, was recognized for its
outstending design quality s long ago as 1868, when W, Hawkins Ferry included it in his book The Buidimgs of Dedrait,
and is inciuded in today's Michigan Modermn project being undertaken by the SHPO as one of one hundred cutstanding
manuments of Mid-Century Modemism in Michigan. Cther projects of note by Diehl and Diehl included Calombiere
College in Clarkston, and St Columba Cathedral in Youngstown, Ohio. In addition, they designed the Manufacturer's
Matonal Bank Branch {1354) in Bloomfield Township, Michigan.

Dedication ceremanies for the United Foundation Building were held on January 18, 1861, and 250 people attended along
with Benson Ford, a Ford Mator Co. vice president. and grandson of Henry Ford, who was the newly appointed national
chairman of the United Community Campaigns of America campaign for 1861, In the end, the renovations cost $760,000
with $455,000 being donated by the Kresge Foundation and in addibon they had also purchased the building for $305,000
and donated it to the UF. The UF had outgrown its offices at B07 Shelby (and Congress) and would usa the new building's
six flocrs which would contain administrative and bock keeping offices, storage space, mesating rooms and space for some
af the 195 member UF agencies. In 1967 the retail tenant in the northern space was Ray's Bridal and Formal Salon.

The growth of the nonprofit sector in the second half of the twentieth century meant that new affice space constructed for
nonprofit organizations was still a thriving architectural practice. The design of the United Foundation's property in the
contemporary, Mid-Century Modern style gave the organization a prominent visual reference and up-to-the-minute
reputation. The Weodward Avenue location created a landmark location for the organization as well. However, by the mid-
1830's, the United Way had out-grown this office building, and located to larger space in downtown Detroit at 1212
Griswold Street in 1887

Im 1576 the Michigan Consclidated Gas Company had offices in the bullding at 1528 Woodward. The building was vacant
from approximately 1588 =1587. |n April 1957, the development and construction firm A-Mac Sales and Builders Co
located their offices there. A-Mac added a large sign over the first floor entrance over the building, A-Mac moved out of
the building in Dacember 2000, and the building has been vacant since that time



Unted States Department of the Interice
Matianal Park Service / National Regesber of Hatonc Places Registration Fom

HPS Form 10-500 OB Mo, 10245010 {Expres 8313015
Grand Circus Park Historic District (Additicnal Wayna, Ml

Documentation)

Mama af Property County and Stale

Detroit's United Foundation's History

The chronolegy of the United Foundation begins in 1879 with the astablishment of Detroit Associated Charities. By 1508
the arganization had grown to twenty-six agency members. In 1813 Defroit Associated Charities gave up family casework,
and took aver the work of charities of the Detroit Board of Coammerce for “cooperation and better arganization of
philanthropic agencies.” Associated Charities raised money and controlied the budgets of five crganizations. In 1917
Tracy W. McGregor was nominated as the permanent chairman.

The first atternpt at federated fundraising in Detroit came during World War | with the creation of the Patriotic Fund, It was
a very successful campaign, when 325,000 people pledged 510,400,000. Funds went to the American Red Cross, YWCA,
YMCA, Salvation Army War Funds, War Camp Community Recreation Service, Jewish Welfare Board, Jewish War
Sufferers, and Community Union Agencies. In 1932 the Detrgit Community Fund name replaced the Patrictic Fund name.
I 1842 the Detroit Community Fund became the War Chest of Metropelitan Detroit. The War Chest bacame the
Coammunity Chast of Metropolitan Detroit, and the Red Feather was adopted as a symbeol of faderated agencies. In 1245 it
was merged into the United Foundation, and held the first campaign in indusiries for health agencies in Detroit. In 1545
the first Torch Drive was held. The name United Foundation, as part of the United Community Services of Metropolitan
Detroit, was firmly established at that time
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g, Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in ene ar mana baxes bar ihe eriteria qualifying the property
for Natiorial Register listing )

A Property is associated with events that have made a

X significant comtribution to the broad paiterns of our
histony.

B Property is associated with the lives of parsons
significant in cur past.

r € Propery embodies the distinctive characteristics

S of a type, period, or method of construction or
reprasants the work of a master, or passesses high
artistic wahees, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose componants lack
individual dsstinetion.

D D Property has yielded, of is likely te yield, information
important in prehistory or histony.

Critaria Considerations
(Mark “x" in all tha Boxes that spply.)

Propearty is:

[ 1 A& Ownedbyarebgious nsiilubion or usad for religious
purposes.

B removed from its omgenal location

C & birhplace or grave,

0 acemetery,

E ameconstrucied building, object, of struciure,

F acommemorative property

: less than 50 years ald or acheaving signifcancs
within the past 50 years.

Pericd of Significance (justification)

Areas of Significance/Expanded Period
{Entar categories from instructions.)

Architecture

Commerce

Entertainment/Recraation

Pericd of Significance Expansion
1830-1962

e e ————

Significant Dates
1931, 1942, 1945, 19451948, 1950, 1951, 1959,

1960

Significant Person
{Complete anly if Criterian B is marked above )

_NIA

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
New: Charles N Agres; Diahl & Dishl;

T L

Cyril Edward Schiey

Expansion of period of significance from 1330 to 1962 to reflect ongoing development in the district down to fifty-year

significance cuteff under the national register criteria

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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MiA,

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Pravide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

During the period of development 1930-15962, the part of Detroil's downtown encompassed by the Grand Circus Park
district underwent both new construction and major renovations to existing builldings. Some new devealopment ook place
in the district even during the 1930s Great Depression and at the outset of American involvement in Weorld War ll. The
mid-twentieth century was a time of major redevelopment in Detroit's downtown that reflacted the city's emergence from
the Greeat Depression and the prosperity brought about by the city’s aulo industry turned to defense work during World War
Il and the peacetime resurgence in auto sales following the war. In the Grand Circus Park district new commercial and
office building and rencvation reflected the downtown's boom times in the early post-war paniod. The and date for the
pericd of significance is the fifiy-year cutoff for historic significance established by the national register criteria.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance. )

The successes of the auto unions in organizing Detroit's aulo plants and improving wages and working conditions in the
plants contributed to the 19505 prosperity. But these successes aizo resdlted in the auto industy maving rapidly toward
autonation and to abandoning clder plants in the city in favar of new cnes in the suburbs or other parts of the country free
of unions. As a result, during the 1550s Datroit lost about 100,000 auto industry-related jobs. The industry’s gradual
disappearance from the city led to the beginning of & population cecline by 1250 that has continued dewn to the present
In addition, the development of the regional freeway system in the late 18405 and 19505 and the development of regional
shopping centers in the suburbs, beginning with the Morthland Center in 1252, resulied in the start of what became over
the coming decades a massive population movement from the city to the suburbs and loss to the downtown shopping
disirict in favor of the suburbs, While all these faciors led to an overall decline in downtown Detroit's economic vitality over
the coming decades, they were not readily apparent in the later 1950s and early 608, at the and of the period of
significance

The downtown in the 1850s and 80s and later also remained the regicnal financial and office hub. The new developmeant
that took place in the Grand Circus Park Historic District area was part of a broader pattern of redevelopment in the
downtown that focused on Woodward Avenue and adjoining streets in the downtown's heart Major new development in
the downtown after World War Il began with the 1848-51 Federal Reserve Branch Bank's annex, an International Style
addition o the earlier building that dwarfed it in size. During the 1250s the new Civic Center, located al the key
Woodward-Jefferson Avenue infersection at the edge of the Financial District, transformed this part of the downtown, with
a new Veterans Memorial Building, City-County Buikding, Henry and Edsal Fard Acditorium, and Cobc Arena and
Convention Canter, and saveral major office buildings - including the 1855 National Bank of Detroit Building and 1960-562
Michigan Consclidated Gas Company ("MichCon™) Building, locatad in today's Financial Dietrict national register district
Mearby to the north along Weoodward Avenue (located within what is mow the Lower Woodward Historic District) numerous
of the cider large office and commercial buildings wera madearnized with new lower stories often re-faced in the era's prime
materials such as granite.

The Grand Circus Park area, located just to the north of the Lower Woodward district area and enly a few blocks from the
Financial District, reflected the same broad pattern of development experienced by other parts of Datroit's downtown in the
penod from 1945 into the 1560s. Development in the Grand Circus Park area was in reglity ongoing throughout the pariod
from 1930 to the early 1960s end of the period of significance, though minimal during the early Depression years and
World War ll. New construction in the district in the 1830-45 period included two significant bulidings:

» The eight-story Richman Brothers clothing store, 1505 Wocdward. Located at the corner of Woodward and Clifford,
Richman Brothers was designed by the firm of Albert Kahn Inc. and built in 1831 in a sleek, modem style with broad
window bands in the center of each street-facing fagade outlined by uncrnamented ochre Mankato dolomite frames,
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with fluted or ribbed stainless steal bands outlining the facades’ edges and tops and the edges and lops of the window
&reas

+ The Telenews Theater, located at 1540 Woodward, was built in 1242, Designed by architect Cyril Edward Schiey, the
Telenews Theater was a 465-saat theater that offered hour-long newsreel programs of the latest news ran
continugusly. The Telenews contained 455 saals, incleding a small balcony, and it had a retail storefrant to the south
of the theater enfrance. The streamlined exterior originally featured a flattened globe form at the top o communicate
its programming: world news. Today with the globe removed, the building houses a nightclub.

The end of World War Il ushered in a period of more axtensive redevelopment in the district that began in 1545 and
continued down lo the early 1960s. Significant buikding and renovation projects built during this time period inclede the
following:

& 1520 Woodward. The 1545 renovation of the commercial building at 1520 Woodward into the flagship store for the
Detroit-based retailer Lane Bryant marked the district's first major construction project. The six-story former
Woodward Arcade Building, built in 1509, was extensively remodeled throughout and the entire front rebuilt with the
present limestone fagade of Moderne design, (See Descrption.)

» Grinnell Brathers Building, 1515 Woodward. In 19435 the six-story early twentieth-century Grinnell Brothers music and
musical instruments store building was modemized with a new two-story starefront with broad aluminum-trim shapfront
outlined in dark brown (almost black) granite that also frames four large second-story windows,

» 1525 Woodward, In 1848 the building at 1525, an eight-story early twentisth-century buliding constructed as the
Fisher Arcade, was renovated by the architectural firm of Pollmar, Ropes and Lundy for the Sanders Company,
canfectioners, io house one of their refail stores and a restaurant. On the exterior, the first two siories of the while
terra cotta bullding were faced with mauve "Agate” polished granite from Minnesata in a smeath-faced contemparary
style similar to that used next door at Grinnell's,

= David Whitney Building, 1551 Woodward. In 1951 the David Whitney Building was extenzively modemzed The
massive eighteen-stary whitish brick office building, with ground-fioor commercial space, dispiayed extensive classical
tarra-cotta detad at the base and top, including three-story tall pilasters in the second-ta-faurth and sicteenth-to-
gighteenth slories that, separating the window bays, supporied the cornices. In 1951 the terra-coita detailing was
removed from the upper and lower parts, leaving a simplified roofline and simplified massing provided by the slightly
projecting vertical whitish brick piers that separate and also subdivide the window bays. The ground flocr was
resurfaced in gray granite. Floors bwo through four still ratain the onginal decorative terra-cotta window spandrels gnd
surrounds but granite sirips were added arcund each of those three-story window bays. Despite the extaror
rencvation that entirely changed the axterior, replacing the prévious Neoclassicism with a predominantly contemporary
feeling, the classical finishes of the skylight-topped five-story atrium space were retained.

» Siroh Tower, 28-36 W. Adams. One of the most dramatic renovations cccurmed in the early 1950s on the north side of
Grand Circus Park on the 1920-22 eighteen-story Stroh Tower. Purchased by the Michigan Mutual Insurance
Company, the building was modemnized in the early 18503 by the removal of the cornice and terra-cotta detailing from
the buff brick building and the refacing of the first two stories in grey granite, though leaving some classical detailing in
place. At that time floors 19 and 20 were added replacing a rooftop gazebo, These floors were clad in buff-colored
brick gnd aluminum panels in a8 simple modem utilitarian style.

& Stroh Tower Elizabeth Street Annex, 25 'W. Elizabeth. Added to the back of the Streh Tower in 1550, the Annex is a
ten-story Intérnational Style building comprising six stories of offices above a four-story parking garage.

s 1528 Woodward. This 1916 building was extensively remodeled in 1860 and bacame the United Foundation Building.
Defrait architects Diehl & Diehl dasigned the remodeling, which gave the building an entirely new International Style
fagade. (See Description.)

* |n 1935 the first floor exterior of the Richman Brothars Building was faced with granite in an International Style
renovation for new properly owner the Michigan Naticnal Bank.

The proposed extension of the peniod of significance of the Grand Circus Park Historic District is intended to expand the
period of significance to include the continued evolution of the district. but nat to imply that all alterations made to earlier
buildings during that time period have achieved significance greater than the significance of the original architecture. The
significance of alterations to each building must be evaluated indwvidually for each building. Such evaluation is beyond the
scope of this nomination project.
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STATE OF M

RICK SMYDER MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY GARY HEIDEL
i SraTE Hstogn: Priesepvanios Orres e

October 19, 2012

Ms. Carol Shull, Interim Keeper
Mational Register of Historic Places
Mational Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" Floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed is a national register nomination form for the Grand Circus Park Historic District
{Additional Documentation) in Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan. No written comments
concerning this nomination were submitted to us prior to the submission of this nomination o
YL

Questions concerning this nomination should be addressed to Robert O. Christensen, national
register coordinator, by phone at 517/335-2719 or by email at christensenr@michigan.gov.

Sincerely vours,
w ﬁr'ﬁ"\f.&'wf’.f-. n_;g . ) }ﬁ”—'()f_f" L J‘E-‘-'_—}_T""-

Martha MacFarlane Faes
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

MMF:roc

Wichigan Library and Mstoroal Cenloer - TOZ \Waest Kalamarno Bireat - PO, Box 30740
Lanaing, Michigan 48908-8260
michigan oviehps = 5172570, 1630 « FAN 517205 0548 - TTY 800,082 4553
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