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MEET THE CITY (D4 CITY COUNCIL)

LATISHA JOHNSON
COUNCIL MEMBER
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MEET THE PLAN TEAM
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A NEIGHBORHOOD FRAMEWORK PLAN:

IS AN ACTION ORIENTED,
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN VISION THAT
REFLECTS COMMUNITY NEEDS, AND
GUIDES FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS IN
THE NEIGHBORHOODS.
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PLAN AREA NEIGHBORHOODS
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FOCUS AREAS
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TIMELINE

JULY 2025 JULY 2025 - MAY 2026 MAY-JUNE 2026 JUNE 2026

PROJECT DEVELOP STRATEGIES
KICK-OFF (PHASE 3-4)

FINALIZE PLAN

IMPLEMENTATION
(PHASE 5)

Focus Groups

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY COMMUNITY CELEBRATION
MEETING #2 MEETING #3 MEETING #4 JUNE 2026*
JANUARY 22 MARCH 2026* MAY 2026*

We are here!
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SAY WHAT?! - OUR COMMUNITY
GLOSSARY

WHAT DOES JOY MEAN TO YOU AND TO YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD?

Connection & Community Engagement; Wellbeing
& Contentment; Purpose & Inspiration

WHAT DOES A SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD LOOK LIKE TO
YOU?

Law Enforcement & First Responders; Traffic & Street
Safety; Property & Environmental Safety

WHAT DOES SUSTAINABILITY MEAN TO YOU?

Responsible Resource Use; Food & Agriculture; Future-

s Oriented Planning
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

SAY WHAT?! - OUR COMMUNITY GLOSSARY

HOW DO YOU DEFINE COMMUNITY?
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Collaboration & Cooperation; Connection &
Relationships; Shared Responsibility & Participation

HOW DO YOU DEFINE EQUITY?

SaFELY
zzzzzzzz

Fair Access to Resources; Investment Where Needed
Most; Empowerment & Inclusion

WHAT DOES A HEALTHY COMMUNITY MEAN TO YOU?

Access to Nutritious Food; Health Access & Health
Literacy; Supportive Culture
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Imperial Fresh Market
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LOCAL LEGENDS

Here are a few local businesses

Grace
Supermarket

The Hall Events

/ Deepl Metropolitan
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/ | Playfield

The y/ |
Sandwich /&
- Lobby
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* Legacy Hall

Soul2 Go
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Anchor
Detroit
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Care
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AN E Warren\
;- Farmers
Market

W“I"I[n 7~ Chandler Park = \ Tool Library
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

NEIGHBORHOOD DREAM LAB

Emerging Themes

* Food Access, Food Systems, and Spaces
*Youth and Family
* Art and Beauty

* Building Community
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

LET IT OUT LOUNGE

Accountability + Visibility

Consistent, visible City presence and responsiveness.

Community Cohesion

Strong appetite for togetherness, local leadership, and
neighborhood pride.

Equity + Inclusion

Investment that benefits current residents and prevents
displacement.

S Safety + Cleanliness First

W

The foundation for all area improvements.
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

MAPPING WHAT MATTERS

Safety & Neighborhood Conditions

* Vacant houses and gas stations create feelings of insecurity
* Property maintenance has declined
* Renters are often seen as less engaged in community life

Commercial Resources + Places

* Residents shop outside Detroit for fresh food, banking and healthcare
* “We have the buildings — we just need the right businesses in them”
* More youth job opportunities are needed

Safety *+ Cleanliness First

 Provide a neighborhood recreation or community center

« Improve walking on commercial streets - can deter crime and boost
community presence

* Redevelop vacant apartments, like on Whittier and Morang
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD
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DENBY/WHITTIER FRAMEWORK PLAN SURVEY

Community Survey

Please help us understand what you think about your neighborhood

and the changes you want to see. This survey should take less than 10
minutes. Your response is important and will help the City of Detroit’s

neighborhood planning efforts. Thank you for your participation!

NAME

EMAIL

2IP CODE

1. What is your age?
under 12
13-19
20-29
30-49
50-74
75+

2. What is your race?
Black / African-American
White
Asian or Pacific Islander
Hispanic / Latino
Prefer not to say
Other

3. What is your gender?
Female
Male
Prefer not to say

Other.

NEAREST CROSS STREETS TO WHERE YOU LIVE OR OWN A BUSINESS.
This is necessary to ensure your responses are registered with the appropriate neighborhood planning study.

4. What is your affiliation with Denby/Whittier?
Resident (own)
Resident (rent)
Business Owner
Employed in this area
Other

5. How long have you lived in this neighborhood?
0-1years
2-5 years
6-10 years
11-20 years
20+ years

| don'’t live in this neighborhood

6. Do you or someone in your family have a need
for special accommodations?

Yes
No

7.1 you responded Yes, what ac ions are

needed?

v

think about your neighborhood
Jhis survey should take less than 10
and will help the City of Detroit’s
Ik you for your participation!

2IP CODE

dy.

ffiliation with Denby/Whittier?
n)

t)
er

this area

you lived in this neighborhood?

this neighborhood

eone in your family have a need

pmodations?

d Yes, what accommodations are
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152 Survey
Respondents!

*as of January 14, 2026
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

What is your race/ethnicity? How old are you?

@ Black / African American @ <20

White / Caucasian : 20-29

. A
@® Mixed Race 30-49
50-74

Prefer Not to Say
75+

e 61.8%
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

What is your gender? How long have you lived in the study area?

o
9

=
23.9% @ Female

0-1 Years
Male ®

® 2-5 Years

57.6% 6-10 Years
. @ T1-20 Years

20+ Years

@® Non-Binary
Prefer Not to Say

@ 1don'tlive in
the study area
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

What is your affiliation with Denby / Whittier?

125
18
100

75

50

25

12 . 17 .,

Business Owner Resident (own) Resident (rent) Nonresident Employed
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

What is ONE improvement you would like to prioritize in the neighborhoods?

Climate resiliency (reduction in
flooding, extreme temperatures, etc)

Demolishing or repairing vacant
buildings 48

Farmer's Market with affordable
produce

Home Repair Grants
More healthcare options
More places to enjoy nature

More Police Presence

More shopping, dining, and
entertainment options 33

More types of affordable housing
More wi-fi/free internet options

Programs for the children

Upgrades to public infrastructure
(streets, sidewalks, flood reduction) 24

Ways to get around better (biking,
walking, bus)
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

What is the MOST critical issue you want resolved in your community?

Homeowner support (repairs,
education)

Address blighted residential properties
Renovate abandoned storefronts
Fix sidewalks and streets

Maintained vacant lots

Eliminate street and basement
flooding

Less littering and illegal dumping

Affordable housing options (for sale or
rent)

Youth & family-friendly activities

Business owner support (grants,
access to capital)

More entertainment venues
Additional parks or park improvements
Slow down drivers / traffic calming

More Wi-Fi / reliable internet

Preserved or expanded community
gardens

108
92

25 50 75 100
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

How would you rate 7.9%
the accessibility of ‘
bus transportation in
your neighborhood?

@ Excellent
Good

5 Average

@ Poor
Very Poor

19.7%

W
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

What do you LOVE the most about your neighborhoods?

W T S5 - Community and Neighbors
o = Good, friendly, and kind neighbors - and strong sense
of community!

&

Housing and Property
Beautiful well-built homes!

Location and Accessibility
Proximity and easy access to the freeway and the rest
of the city!

Safety and Quietness
Neighborhoods are quiet and peaceful!

Improvements and Amenities
Recent improvements like new streets and speed
humps!

DENBY
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WHAT WE HAVE HEARD

What do you LIKE LEAST about your neighborhoods?

Blight and Unkept Properties
Concerns around blight, illegal dumping, vacant
buildings, and trash

Crime and Safety
Concerns around crime and violence

Lack of Amenities and Businesses
Limited places to shop for food, entertainment,
healthcare, and banking

Infrastructure and Maintenance
Infrastructure challenges like unimproved roads and
sidewalks, street lighting, flooding, and overgrown trees

Neighborhood Response
Concerns around slow responses to speeding drivers,
stray animals, and other community issues

== IIHITTIER
DETROIT
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EARLY PLAN IDEAS
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WHAT WE PROPOSE

HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOOD
STABILIZATION

« EXPAND AFFORDABILITY AND HOUSING
OPTIONS IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS

« EXPAND HOMEOWNERSHIP EDUCATION,
RESOURCES, AND OPPORTUNITIES

- ADDRESS BLIGHT AND ENFORCE RENTAL
IMPROVEMENTS

 INVEST IN SAFE SPACES FOR YOUTH

Neighborhood Framework Plan

CITYOF
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WHAT WE PROPOSE

“"‘ COMMERCIAL AND ECONOMIC
I=Inl]

DEVELOPMENT

« ENHANCE THE CHARACTER AND EXPERIENCE OF
THE COMMERCIAL CORRIDORS

- ADDRESS BLIGHT AND ENFORCE COMMERCIAL
IMPROVEMENTS

 INVEST IN SAFE SPACES FOR YOUTH

« ENCOURAGE MIXED-USE INFILL DEVELOPMENT
ON COMMERCIAL STREETS

« ESTABLISH MICRODISTRICTS TO
CATALYZE DEVELOPMENT AND TARGET FUNDS
AL TO GROWING COMMERCIAL SEGMENTS

DENBY
UHITTIER

Neighborhood Framework Plan
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WHAT WE PROPOSE

PUBLIC REALM AND THE
+=—7 ENVIRONMENT

- ADD MORE PARKS AND PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES TO FILL PARK SERVICE GAP

« IMPROVE TREE CANOPY TO IMPROVE
NEIGHBORHOOD COMFORT

« IMPROVE GREEN STORMWATER
INFRASTRUCTURE TO MITIGATE NEIGHBORHOOD
FLOODING

« INCREASE PRODUCTIVE LAND AREA FOR
AGRICULTURE
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WHAT WE PROPOSE

8 ; STREETSCAPES AND
O

1414

< MOBILITY

« ENHANCE THE CHARACTER AND EXPERIENCE OF
THE COMMERCIAL CORRIDORS

« IMPROVE THE PUBLIC TRANSIT EXPERIENCE

 INVEST IN SAFE SPACES FOR YOUTH

« IMPROVE NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC SAFETY

- ESTABLISH A MORE CONNECTED BIKE NETWORK
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DENBY / WHITTIER NEIGHBORHOOD FRAMEWORK PLAN

RAFFLE

Hello When you complete each
my name is activity and receive a
sticker, you are eligible for
a gift card raffle drawing!
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ROOM LAYOUT

THE
STORY
LOUNGE

FRAMEWORK
PLAN

B ~ 7 :
INFORMATIOV &

T

PRESENTATION
SCREEN
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DRINKS

14 TABLES WITH 8 PEOPLE
112 PEOPLE SITTING AT TABLES

FOOD
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Help us strengthen our
community connections
as we develop solutions

together!
DENBY / WHITTIER NEIGHBORHOOD FRAMEWORK PLAN
ENVIRONMENT &
THE PUBLIC REALM
AL

DENBY
UHITTIER

Neighborhood Framework Plan

CITYOF
DETROIT

ENVIRONMENT & THE PUBLIC REALM

INCREASE PRODUCTIVE LAND AREA FOR
AGRICULTURE

ENVIRONMENT & THE PUBLIC REALM

ADD MORE PARKS & PUBLIC SPACES TO
FILL PARK SERVICE GAP

NVIRONMENT & THE PUBLIC REALM

IMPROVE GREEN STORMWATER
INFRASTRUCTURE TO REDUCE FLOODING

ENVIRONMENT & THE PUBLIC REALM

INCREASE TREE CANOPY TO
IMPROVE NEIGHBORHOOD COMFORT
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MICRODISTRICT REMIX

Let's design a special
district that serves our
community! Tell us what it
needs!
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THE STORY LOUNGE

Meet us in The Story Lounge!
Share your special Denby /

3 ﬂf uUnconventional

Whittier Story with us! ; community buidrs Trons who

have found unique ways to builg
their tribes and make positive
impacts during a time when
society is inundated with
stress and distractions.
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DETROIT NON-MOTORIZED PLAN

NON-MOTORIZED URBAN
TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN

une 2008 « The City of Detroit’s 2006 Non-

Motorized Transportation Plan was created
with the goal of finding ways to make getting
to important destinations safer

for a//road users.

« DPW will update the plan in the coming years
with federal funding through the Detroit Safe
Access to Transit (DSAT) grant. Part of these
updates will include proposed updates to
Detroit’s bike network.

Py e [
Tha City of Detrest Giffets-Weebater Enginesrs
Traffic Enginesring Division Carterfurgess
Deapuierimant of Public Woks ArctinaDS

Brogan & Parines
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DETROIT NON-MOTORIZED PLAN
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DENBY / WHITTIER NEIGHBORHOOD FRAMEWORK PLAN

RAFFLE

Hello When you complete each
my name is activity and receive a
sticker, you are eligible for
a gift card raffle drawing!

W



ANNOUNCEMENTS
& NEXT STEPS

Y
< DENBY|.
WHITTIER
Neighborhood Framework Plan




DENBY / WHITTIER NEIGHBORHOOD FRAMEWORK PLAN

TIMELINE

JULY 2025 JULY 2025 - MAY 2026 MAY-JUNE 2026 JUNE 2026

PROJECT DEVELOP STRATEGIES
KICK-OFF (PHASE 3-4)

FINALIZE PLAN

IMPLEMENTATION
(PHASE 5)

Focus Groups

COMMUNITY COMMUNITY COMMUNITY CELEBRATION
MEETING #2 MEETING #3 MEETING #4 JUNE 2026*
JANUARY 22 MARCH 2026* MAY 2026*

We are here!
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NEXT STEPS

STAY ENGAGED!

1. SIGN UP FOR FOCUS GROUPS
2. PARTICIPATE IN OFFICE HOURS
3. SIGN-UP FOR THE NEWSLETTER

SCAN ME! ~

o2 NEWSLETTER

W
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THANK YOU!

SHERELLE STREETER

PLANNER IIl | DENBY / WHITTIER PROJECT MANAGER
Planning and Development Department

denbywhittier@detroitmi.gov
(313) 224-1295
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