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Ad Hoc Towing Committee
Police Towing, City Regulations, and BOPC Oversight

PRIVATE Towing and POLICE or POLICE-AUTHORIZED Towing are different



Private Towing IS NOT

Police or Police-Authorized Towing

Private Towing is a

CONSUMER service
 You may choose to call a tow company for service

 Example: Car trouble at home or at work 

 You might use AAA, or call a tow company based on a 

Google search or suggestion from a mechanic or friend 

 Private Businesses/Owners may call a tow company

 Signs Posted: Stores, Restaurants, Apartments, Churches



Private Towing Fees Are NOT

Regulated in Michigan
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 MCL Section 257.252 allows towing from public 

and private property

 “A vehicle that has remained on private property 

without the consent of the owner.”

 The Michigan State Police (MSP), through its 

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division, 

regulates all towing companies Questions can 

be directed to 517-284-3250.



Requirement for notification from the 

Michigan Secretary of State



Public Comment & Consumer Alert

 Detroit Police Department is not the only 

law enforcement agency that tows.

 June Meeting: Public Comment speaker 

referred to tow from a state-regulated 

freeway controlled by Michigan State 

Police



Police-Authorized Towing means a police 

officer calls for a vehicle tow based on :

State Law

City Ordinance

DPD Policy



Why Detroit Police Tow Vehicles

Crime Scenes and Evidence

 Vehicles connected with an arrest, forfeiture, stolen vehicle 

recovery 

Critical/Serious Vehicle Crashes/Accidents

 Vehicles in locations that create a public safety hazard OR that 

impede regular traffic, emergency vehicles, or buses

 Stolen, flooded, and abandoned cars

 Illegally parked vehicles



Regulation of Detroit Police tows:

City Ordinances Regulate the Process

 Detroit Towing Rate Commission Sets Fees

 DPD Internal Towing Unit – Operational/Budget oversight by BOPC

 DPD contracts with private Police-Authorized Towers 

City Finance Department: Procurement Bids and Contract Awards

City Council Approval

 No BOPC involvement



Tow Rate Commission
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Tow Rate Increases took effect July 1st

Footnotes refer to 

items reviewed by 

TRC. 



Tow Rate Increases now in effect

RTC also set rates for:

 MISCELLANEOUS TOWS

 Motorcycles, ATVs,  jet skis, 

scooters, mini-bikes, 4-

wheelers, lawn equipment, 

paddle/non-engine 

rowboats, etc.

 OUT-OF-TOWN RETRIEVALS

 Set by contract as the most 

reasonable efficient route to 

leave and return to Detroit city 

limits



Tow Rate Increases now in effect

*Refers to DPD policies or 
procedures covered by 
DPD presentation

The Rate Commission 

DID NOT change the

$75 Administrative Fee



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

General Purpose : Police-Authorized Towing with both DPD towing staff and contracted 

private towers



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

Staffing, Equipment and Impound Lots



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

May 2025: The five companies under contract to tow for DPD as Police-Authorized 

Towers



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

DPD Efforts to Help the Public Understand Towing Options at Police/Crime Scenes



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

Fees set by the Detroit Tow Rate Commission apply to all Detroit Police tows.

DPD exempts crime victims and may provide hardship relief in other cases.



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

Waivers for Detroit police-authorized tow fees: Crime Victim or Hardship



May 2025 Waiver Process & New Signage for DPD tow locations



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

DPD’s towing unit has steadily increased its share of the number of tows, but 
contracted police-authorized towers perform over 60% of tows.



DPD TOWING AND IMPOUND UNIT

State law allows the recovery of towing and storage fees through auction 



BOPC Oversight of DPD & Towing

 The role of the Board of Police Commissioners under City Charter Mandate for 

“Supervisory Control and Oversight of the Police Department”

 2012 City Charter: Chapter 8

 Why BOPC has NOT had a direct role in private towing services used by DPD since 

FY 2022

 BOPC oversight of DPD budget or unit operations that may relate to police-

authorized towing 



BOPC Oversight of DPD & Towing

Past Board Involvement in Police-Authorized Towing

 POLICY

 2010: the Board established rules/criteria for towing companies to tow for DPD

 Required permits for tow companies 

 Required rotation of all towers to ensure fairness & equity

 BUDGET

 2018: Approved DPD request to set up and operate a towing unit and lots

 Police Towing & Impound Unit

 POLICY

 2018: Passed a resolution to provide relief from financial hardship to recover 

vehicles towed by Detroit Police 



BOPC Oversight of DPD & Towing

BOPC’s General Role Since 2022 

 Annual Budget Transmittal and Budget Reviews

 DPD Budget includes Police Towing & Impound Unit

 FY 24-25: $4.1 Million and 28 employees

 Proposed FY 25-26: $5.6 Million and 28 employees

 Capital Improvements for tow lots may provide other funds

 DPD Overall Operations

 Weekly Chief’s Report, Special Presentation at Weekly Meetings, and Precinct Reports 

at Community meetings

 Precincts/Traffic Enforcement, which might include police-authorized towing of vehicles



BOPC Oversight of DPD & Towing

Board continues to handle citizen/public complaints

 City Charter: Receive and resolve… any complaint concerning the operation of the 

Police Department

Operations include police-authorized towing

 BOPC complaint investigative unit – Office of the Chief Investigator -- accepts 

complaints filed by phone at (313) 596-2499, online at www.detroitmi.gov/BOPC, and 

at DPD precincts or BOPC offices

 BOPC does not investigate complaints about illegal or criminal conduct



BOPC Oversight of DPD & Towing

Summary:

 The Board had a direct role in police-authorized towing and reforms BEFORE 2023 

 CURRENTLY the City Finance Department handles procurement and contracts for 

private towing companies used by the Police Department.

 The Board continues its mandate of supervisory control and oversight of the 

Department, including budgets and programs, but the Board does not have a 

direct role with private towing contractors used by DPD.



Summary: Ad Hoc Towing Committee Meeting Series

Questions
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