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BOPC Oversight of DPD & Towing

This Presentation covers:

 The role of the Board of Police Commissioners under City Charter Mandate for 

“Supervisory Control and Oversight of the Police Department”

 2012 City Charter: Chapter 8

 Why BOPC has NOT had a direct role in private towing services used by DPD since Fall 

2022

 BOPC oversight of DPD budget or unit operations that may relate to police-authorized 

towing 
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2012 City Charter: Chapter 8

 “The Board of Police 
Commissioners has Supervisory 
Control and Oversight of the 
Police Department”

 BOPC agendas have a one-page 
highlight

 Three areas of interest today:

 Policy

 Budget

 Complaints
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Past Board Involvement in Police-Authorized Towing

 POLICY

 2010: the Board established rules for towing companies to tow for DPD

 Required permits for tow companies

 Required rotation of all towers to ensure fairness & equity

 BUDGET

 2018: Approved DPD request to set up and operate a towing unit and lots

 Police Towing & Impound Unit

 POLICY

 2018: Passed a resolution to provide relief from financial hardship to recover 

vehicles towed by Detroit Police 



BOPC Oversight of DPD & Towing

What Changed?

 2022: The Board voted to transfer to the City Finance Department all 

responsibilities related to the use of private tow companies used by DPD in 

police-authorized towing

 Finance Department follows City Purchasing/Procurement Ordinance

 Open Bids and Contract Required 

 Detroit City Council reviews and approves contracts
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BOPC’s General Role Since 2023 

 Annual Budget Transmittal and Budget Reviews

 DPD Budget includes Police Towing & Impound Unit

 FY 24-25: $4.1 Million and 28 employees

 Proposed FY 25-26: $5.6 Million and 28 employees

 Capital Improvements for tow lots may provide other funds

 DPD Overall Operations

 Weekly Chief’s Report, Special Presentation at Weekly Meetings, and Precinct Reports 

at Community meetings

 Precincts/Traffic Enforcement, which might include police-authorized towing of vehicles
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Board continues to handle citizen/public complaints

 City Charter: Receive and resolve… any complaint concerning the operation of the 

Police Department

Operations include police-authorized towing

 BOPC complaint investigative unit – Office of the Chief Investigator -- accepts 

complaints filed by phone at (313) 596-2499, online at www.detroitmi.gov/BOPC, and 

at DPD precincts or BOPC offices

 BOPC does not investigate complaints about illegal or criminal conduct
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Summary:

 The Board had a direct role in police-authorized towing and reforms BEFORE 2023 

 CURRENTLY the City Finance Department handles procurement and contracts for 

private towing companies used by the Police Department.

 The Board continues its mandate of supervisory control and oversight of the 

Department, including budgets and programs, but the Board does not have a 

direct role with private towing contractors used by DPD.
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