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		Prepare for Hurricanes and Summer Storms
	[image: Green house with storm and rain in background]For many, warm weather means enjoying the outdoors with picnics, swimming and gardening. But summer isn’t always a day at the beach. As temperatures increase, so do the chances for thunderstorms and hurricanes.
Although hurricane season began in May, late summer and early fall are when we typically experience the most hurricanes as ocean waters warm. Remember, hurricanes are not just a coastal problem, so it’s important to know the risks where you live since rain, wind and flooding could happen far from the coast. No matter where you live, thunderstorms can also be a threat. Lightning injures 243 people and kills about 20 people on average each year in the United States (see Weather.gov for more information). Heavy rain from thunderstorms can lead to flash floods and power outages. In addition, tornadoes can form during some thunderstorms.
Here are some tips to prepare for storms this summer:
For all storms
· Download the free FEMA app to receive real-time alerts from the National Weather Service and to stay informed about watches and warnings. You can also sign up to receive Emergency Alerts in your area.
· Make an emergency plan. Be sure to have extra water and nonperishable foods at home. Get started by having enough supplies for your household, including medication, disinfectants and pet supplies. Make sure you consider your family’s unique needs, including anyone who needs medicine or medical equipment. If there’s a chance you will need to evacuate, create a smaller “go bag” to take with you or keep in the trunk of your vehicle. Remember that after certain severe weather events like a hurricane or tornado, you may not be able to buy some essential items for days or even weeks.
Hurricanes
· Know your risk for hurricanes and take action to prepare by visiting FEMA’s Protective Actions Research website. Hurricanes are not just a coastal concern. Rain, wind, flooding and even tornadoes can strike far inland from where a hurricane or tropical storm makes landfall.
· If you live in an area that’s affected by hurricanes, practice your evacuation route with household members and pets, and identify where you will stay. Local emergency managers can provide the latest recommendations based on the threat to your community.
· Make sure to clear storm drains and gutters and bring outside furniture indoors. Consider installing hurricane shutters if you need added protection against the storm.
Thunderstorms
· Be prepared for thunderstorm, lightning and hail by planning to move inside a sturdy building or a metal vehicle with a roof. Remember the saying, “When thunder roars, go indoors.” Moving under a tree to stay dry is especially dangerous because lightning often strikes the tallest object in its path.
· There is no safe space outdoors. If you are caught outside with no safe shelter anywhere nearby the following actions may reduce your risk:
· Immediately get off elevated areas such as hills, mountain ridges or peaks.
· Never lie flat on the ground.
· Never shelter under an isolated tree.
· Never use a cliff or rocky overhang for shelter.
· Immediately get out and away from ponds, lakes and other bodies of water.
· Stay away from objects that conduct electricity (barbed wire fences, power lines, windmills, etc.).
· Unplug appliances and plan to avoid running water or using landline phones. Electricity from lightning can travel through plumbing and phone lines. Stay off corded phones, computers and other electrical equipment that put you in direct contact with electricity. Avoid plumbing, including sinks, baths and faucets.
· Stay away from windows and doors, and stay off porches. Do not lie on concrete floors, and do not lean against concrete walls.
Tornadoes
· Be prepared for a tornado by understanding that they can happen anytime, anywhere so it’s important to know where to stay safe. If a tornado warning is issued for your area, immediately find a place such as a basement or storm cellar where you can safely shelter in place. If you can’t find a basement or storm cellar, locate a small, interior room on the lowest level where you are, and shelter there until it is safe to come out of your shelter location.
· If you are outside and can’t get to a sturdy building, do not shelter under an overpass or bridge. You’re safer in a low, flat location.
· Use your arms to protect your head and neck. Watch out for flying debris that can cause injury or death.
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		Cybersecurity Awareness Training for CERT Volunteers Now Available
	[image: Cybersecurity image with lock]
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training covers basic skills that are important to know in a disaster when emergency services are not available. Volunteers who participate in CERT training have a better understanding of potential threats to the community, along with actionable steps they can take to mitigate risk and improve outcomes.
To provide additional support to CERT volunteers and the important role they play in their communities, FEMA partnered with the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency (CISA) to provide a list of cybersecurity awareness training courses CERT volunteers can take to improve their ability to prepare for and respond to cybersecurity threats. The courses are self-paced and publicly available at no cost from the Federal Virtual Training Environment and the National Cybersecurity Preparedness Consortium (NCPC). Course topics range from cyber essentials and fundamentals of cyber risk management to cyber ethics and mobile device security. To access these courses, visit the Cybersecurity Awareness Training website.
Read more . . . 


FEMA's Emergency Management Institute Offering CERT Program Manager and Train-the-Trainer Courses in 2025
	[image: Photo of CERT Volunteer]FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute (EMI) will host two in-person CERT training sessions at the National Emergency Training Center (NETC) in 2025. During each week-long training session, the Agency will offer the CERT Program Manager (E0427) and CERT Train-The-Trainer (E0428) courses back-to-back. All participants must take both classes when attending the NETC.
The CERT Program Manager Course prepares students to establish and sustain an active local CERT Program. Students will learn how to build a plan for delivering and managing safe training and exercises, develop a process for evaluating a local CERT Program and establish processes for working with volunteers and instructors.
The CERT Train-the-Trainer prepares students to deliver CERT Basic Training. In addition to learning how to communicate the core values of CERT, students learn how to create a comfortable yet managed learning environment.
These in-person courses will be offered on the following dates:
· March 31 - April 4, 2025
· Aug. 4 - 8, 2025
Read more . . . 
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		Meet FEMA’s New Youth Preparedness Council Members
	[image: FEMA YPC Flashlight Logo]FEMA’s Youth Preparedness Council (YPC) is excited to welcome 15 new members this summer. The council offers an opportunity for teens in grades 8 through 12 with a passion for preparedness to engage with FEMA and to share ideas and feedback. YPC members grow their leadership skills and support community resilience by developing preparedness projects.
During their term on the National YPC, members work in teams and participate in regular meetings that allow them to provide updates on their projects and interact with FEMA staff. YPC members also participate in the YPC Summit in Washington, D.C. (tentatively scheduled for July 2025) where they work with their peers on preparedness project proposals and network with FEMA leaders and other emergency management professionals.
Following a rigorous application process, the 2024-2025 YPC members were selected from more than 130 applicants. The incoming YPC members are listed below and their full biographical information can be found on the YPC website:
· Marissa (Apollo) Rodriguez - Region 1
· Megana Madhurakavi - Region 2
· Shrisughan (Sughan) Sriganesh - Region 2
· Thomas Ye - Region 3
· Emily Feichthaler - Region 4
· Sophia Johnston - Region 5
· Madison Malo - Region 5
· Katherine (Katie) Liu - Region 6
· Jason Kitchens - Region 7
· Advik Nadikota - Region 7
· Kailyn Rominger - Region 8
· Sophia Calvillo - Region 9
· Ashton Dolce - Region 9
· Nandika Devarajan - Region 10
· Viswa Karthic - Region 10
Read more . . . 


New Workshop Delivered in FEMA Region 7 Integrates the Needs of Children into Emergency Management
	[image: Instructor at Podium Teaches Workshop to Full Classroom]FEMA Region 7 recently partnered with two youth-serving organizations to deliver the Integrating the Needs of Children workshop. This workshop encourages collaboration and promotes community planning, coordination and integration of children’s needs during emergencies by bringing together a broad range of community representatives that contribute directly and indirectly to child welfare during emergencies. It helps communities learn how to identify the unique needs of children and their families while recognizing the organizations and requirements that help keep children safe and healthy during disasters.
The first workshop, in collaboration with Child Care Aware of America and Child Care Aware of Kansas, took place on April 4 - 5 in Wichita, Kansas and brought together early childhood educators, emergency management, public health, mental health providers and state regulators to discuss the role child care plays in emergency operations and how their subject matter expertise and resources can be used to meet the needs of children during an emergency or disaster.
Read more . . . 


FEMA Releases Prepare with Pedro Storybooks
	[image: Pedro the Penguin Poses with Storybooks]FEMA, in collaboration with the American Red Cross, is excited to announce an expansion of the Prepare with Pedro suite of activities. Three hazard-specific storybooks, focusing on Extreme Heat, Wildfire and Hurricane preparedness are now available. In these storybooks, Pedro the Penguin goes on adventures and learns what to do before, during and after each emergency.  
The storybooks are available in English and Spanish and can be ordered from the FEMA Warehouse or downloaded from the Prepare with Pedro website on Ready.gov. The Wildfire storybook is available online and will be ready to order from the warehouse soon. These storybooks join other fun Pedro products, like the Prepare with Pedro Activity Book and the Adventure in Emergency Preparedness matching game.
Additional storybooks will be released later this year. Be sure to check the Prepare with Pedro website for new updates and releases.  







		[bookmark: x_link_2]Equity in Preparedness






		FEMA Releases Updated Training Course on Including People with Disabilities in Disaster Operations
	[image: Man in Wheelchair Wearing FEMA Jacket Looks at Storm Damage]Advocates for disability inclusion often say, equity is not a title, program or set of activities. Equity is an outcome that requires tailored solutions designed to meet the needs of the whole community.
The first goal outlined in the 2022-2026 FEMA Strategic Plan is to “instill equity as a foundation of emergency management.” By prioritizing equity, FEMA is directing its resources and evaluating its programs to help eliminate disparities and improve outcomes for all Americans.
With this goal in mind, FEMA’s Office of Disability Integration and Coordination (ODIC) released a new version of its training course, IS:368.A: Including People with Disabilities in Disaster Operations. The course is designed for all personnel involved in disaster operations and serves as a roadmap for achieving disability integration objectives at a time when disasters are happening with greater frequency, higher intensity and in parts of the country they have not typically occurred.
Read more . . . 
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		FEMA and the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregivers Release Disaster Preparedness Guide
	[image: Cover of Disaster Preparedness Guide for Caregivers]Earlier this year, FEMA and the Rosalind Carter Institute for Caregivers (RCI) announced the release of the Take Control in 1, 2, 3: Disaster Preparedness Guide for Caregivers. The guide was developed with a deep understanding of the role of caregivers and the challenges they face and provides actionable steps to help them and those they care for become more resilient to disasters and emergencies.
“Few people understood the important role caregivers play in their community like First Lady Rosalynn Carter. Her commitment to uplifting caregivers lives on in the Rosalynn Carter Institute for Caregivers — an organization we at FEMA are thrilled to partner with to release our new preparedness guide,” said FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell. “For many vulnerable populations, caregivers are the first responders in times of crisis. This new guide recognizes the challenges many caregivers face and provides actionable steps to not only increase their resilience, but also keep themselves and those they care for safe during emergencies.”
With an estimated 53 million Americans providing care for someone who is ill, has a disability or is an older adult, the need for proactive disaster preparedness within the caregiver community cannot be overstated. The guide addresses the unique challenges faced by caregivers and offers practical solutions to ensure the safety and well-being of both caregivers and care recipients in the event of a disaster. Informed by the invaluable insights of caregivers within RCI’s 4Kinds Network, this comprehensive guide equips family caregivers and their care recipients with essential resources and tools to navigate and prepare for unforeseen disasters. The guide divides planning into three actionable steps: identifying barriers and risks, connecting with partners and resources, and making a plan. The guidance is tailored depending on if a caregiver is planning alongside their care recipient, engaging a support network or providing support as a solo caregiver. 
Read the full release on FEMA.gov and visit Ready.gov/caregivers to download the guide and discover additional resources for caregivers.


NFIP’s Hurricane Season Campaign Aims to Reach Audiences at Risk for Hurricanes
	[image: Flood Insurance Promo Graphic]This month, FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) enters month three of its six-month long 2024 Hurricane Season Campaign. The campaign focuses on raising awareness of increased flood risk within hurricane-prone states and encourages property owners and renters to get a flood insurance quote.
As hurricanes and tropical storms become more frequent and intense due to the impacts of climate change, it becomes increasingly important that homeowners, business owners and renters take the steps necessary to prepare, and purchasing flood insurance is one of the best ways to protect against the financial risks of flooding.
To reach a broad audience with information about the importance of flood insurance, this year’s campaign will share information across the portions of the country impacted by hurricanes. Outreach focuses on residents in some of the nation’s most vulnerable areas, including counties across Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Texas. The messaging for this year’s campaign frames the decision to purchase flood insurance as the winning choice that enables both financial protection and peace of mind.
Read more . . . 







		[bookmark: x_link_4]Important Dates






		July
· July 17 – An Introduction to FEMA’s Community Preparedness Workshop: Integrating the Needs of Children (1 – 2:00 p.m. ET)
· July 17 – FEMA Region 2 – Pathway to Preparedness Training (1 – 2:30 p.m. ET)
· July 17 – FEMA Region 9 – Pet and Animal Preparedness Webinar (3:30 – 4:30 p.m. PT)
· July 18 – FEMA Region 10 – Third Thursday Tips: Fire Safety (11 – 11:30 a.m. PT)
· July 23-26 – National CERT Association Conference
· July 24 – FEMA Region 2 – What is Digital Accessibility? Webinar (11 a.m. – noon ET)
· July 24 – FEMA Region 3 – Planning for a Changing Climate (11 a.m. – noon ET)
August
· Aug. 6 – National Night Out
September
· National Preparedness Month (NPM) – NPM 2024 is focused on preparing Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander communities for risks and disasters. Learn more on FEMA.gov.
October
· Oct. 17 – The Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills
	


Disclaimer: The reader recognizes that the federal government provides links and informational data on various disaster preparedness resources and events and does not endorse any non-federal events, entities, organizations, services or products. Please let us know about other events and services for individual and community preparedness that could be included in future newsletters by contacting FEMA-Prepare@fema.dhs.gov. 
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