





Legislative Updates

Merrill Fountain Restoration
Moves Forward with
Council Approval

On February 25, 2025, Detroit City Council
approved a contract for engineering studies for
the Merrill Fountain restoration. This is yet
another big step in the restoration project. The
Merrill Fountain was first installed in 1901 near
the intersection of Michigan Avenue and
Woodward Avenue in downtown Detroit in front
of the old Detroit Opera House that stood on
Campus Martius. In 1925, the fountain was
moved to its present location in Palmer Park at
the foot of Second Avenue. The fountain needs
extensive repairs and renovations. In April 2024,
Councilmember Calloway fought for $2.5
million for the complete restoration of the
fountain and City Council approved the budget
request. It is very satisfying to have this project
go forward. Eventually, the fountain will shine
like the 1901 version and Detroiters will need
sunglasses to fully enjoy the moment. Thank you
to all who love our Detroit treasures and work to
preserve our history.

Council Member Calloway
Supports Rx Kids Program

One of Councilmember Calloway's biggest
budget priorities for the FY 2026 is Detroit's
children. As a former educator and lifelong
advocate for youth, Councilmember Calloway
understands that investing in children lays the
foundation for a stronger, more equitable Detroit.
Among the most promising initiatives to uplift
Detroit families is Rx Kids — a groundbreaking
program to fight childhood poverty through
direct cash assistance to families during the

critical first year of a child’s life. After the
birth of a child, families often experience a
dramatic decrease in income paired with a
significant increase in expenses. Rx Kids is
designed to help alleviate that financial burden,
providing critical support during this pivotal
time. The program will give a mother $1,500
before the birth of the child and $500 a month
for the first year of the child’s life. This
innovative approach empowers mothers to
make the best decisions for their children,
trusting that they know what their families
need most. Rx Kids is currently in operation in
Flint, M1, where it has already demonstrated its
potential to improve child well-being and
reduce poverty rates. Councilmember
Calloway believes that expanding this program
to Detroit will be transformative — not just for
individual families, but for the entire
community. The total cost of bringing Rx Kids
to Detroit is estimated at $50 million, with
70% of the funding expected to come from
foundations and charitable organizations.
However, the program requires a $15 million
contribution from the City of Detroit to make
this vision a reality. #TeamCalloway is
committed to advocating for this investment,
recognizing that supporting Detroit's children
is not just a moral imperative — it is a strategic
investment in the city’s future. Rx Kids will be
a prescription to fight childhood poverty,
empower families, and ensure that every child
in Detroit has the strongest possible start in
life. Councilmember Calloway will continue to
champion this vital initiative, working
tirelessly to secure the necessary funding and
prioritize the well-being of Detroit’s youngest
residents.




Advocating for Third
Consecutive Property Tax
Reduction

#TeamCalloway will fight for another one mill
decrease in the city debt service property tax.
Property tax revenues have increased, and our
debt obligations have decreased. #TeamCalloway
believes that a one mill decrease will be possible
and still allow enough revenue to cover all debt
obligations. This will be the third straight year of
property tax decreases and taxpayers should see a
significant tax decrease effective July 1, 2025.

Ordinance to Regulate
Marijuana and Vaping

Billboards Passes
On March 4, the City Council passed an

ordinance to regulate marijuana and vaping
billboards, led by Councilmembers Angela
Whitfield Calloway and Scott Benson. This new
regulation bans marijuana and vape billboards
within 1,000 ft. of schools, libraries, parks, rec.
centers, and other child-focused areas. This
decision follows concerns from DPSCD
Superintendent, who reported over 1,700
marijuana-related incidents in schools from 2021
to 2023. Aligning with existing restrictions on
tobacco and alcohol ads, the law mandates the
removal of any violating ads within 60 days.
Councilmember Calloway highlighted that this
ordinance is a crucial measure for safeguarding
the health and safety of Detroit's youth. Both
Calloway and Benson are optimistic that this
initiative will help reduce youth marijuana use,
reflecting studies that indicate adolescents
exposed to marijuana ads are more likely to
misuse the substance.

4

Have you heard about the retroactive law in Michigan that says:

If you lost your home due to foreclosure

between the years of 2015 to 2020 you may

be due proceeds on the sale of your home?

Please reach out to the Detroit Justice Center

for help in filing the claims to your proceeds.

taxsurplus@detroitjustice.org
313-925-3191
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Take a look at the city website where you can find

the claims process that we will be helping you with:

Thousands of Detroiters may be owed money
from homes lost to foreclosure between 2015 and
2019 due to a recent Michigan Supreme Court
ruling. If your home was foreclosed and sold for
more than the amount of unpaid taxes, you may
be entitled to claim the surplus proceeds. For
example, if your home was taken for $5,000 in
back taxes and later sold for $20,000, you could
claim the $15,000 surplus — but you must file a
claim by March 31, 2025 to receive these funds.
This is your money, but it won't automatically be
returned. To apply, fill out the "Notice of
Intention to Claim Interest in Foreclosure Sale
Proceeds" (Form 6156) and have it notarized.
The form is available on the Michigan
Department of Treasury's website under
Property Tax & Special Assessments.
Completed forms must be delivered in person or
by certified mail to the Wayne County Treasurer's
Office at 400 Monroe, Suite 500, Detroit, MI
48226. Thank you to Wayne County Treasurer
Eric Sabree for joining Councilmember Whitfield
Calloway’s virtual community webinar last month
to share this vital information with residents.




























