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TO:  Neil A. Barclay, J.D., President and CEO 
  Museum of African American History 
 
FROM:  David Whitaker, Director 
  Legislative Policy Division Staff 
 
DATE:  March 20, 2024  
 
RE:  2024-2025 Budget Analysis  
 
Attached is our budget analysis regarding your agency’s budget for the 2024-2025 Fiscal Year. 
 
Please be prepared to respond to the issues/questions raised in our analysis during your scheduled hearing on 
Thursday, March 21, 2024, at 3:00 p.m. We would then appreciate a written response to the issues/questions at 
your earliest convenience before or after your budget hearing.  Please forward a copy of your responses to the Council 
members, the City Clerk’s Office, and the Legislative Policy Division. 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions regarding our budget analysis. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
DW:dh:ss 
 
Attachments: 
Issues and Questions 
 
cc: Councilmembers 
 Auditor General’s Office 
 Jay Rising, Chief Financial Officer 
 Tanya Stoudemire, Chief Deputy CFO-Policy & Administration Director 

Steve Watson, Budget Director 
James Williams, Agency CFO  
Doug Ortiz, Budget Analyst 

 Malik Washington, Mayor’s Office 
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Museum of African American History 
 

FY 2024-2025 Budget Analysis by the Legislative Policy Division 
 
 
The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History ("The Wright"), located in Detroit, Michigan, provides 
research, compilation, presentation, publication, and dissemination of knowledge relating to the history, growth, 
development, heritage, and culture of people of African descent and the human struggle for freedom. Additionally, 
The Wright provides a means of collecting and restoring artifacts and other source material to be used in research on 
the history of the people of African descent. 

Now known as “The Wright,” the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History has dedicated itself to 
exploring and celebrating the rich cultural legacy of African Americans. 
 
The Mayor is recommending a $2,600,000 subsidy for the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 
for FY 2025, in appropriation 26350 ‐ Cultural Institutions Support, in cost center 350290 ‐ Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American Histor, located in the Non-Departmental budget (Pg. B35 - 16).   
 
The Non-Departmental budget provides funds for activities which are not the responsibility of any other single 
agency.  Non-Departmental is also the depository agency for General Fund subsidy appropriations, enterprise 
activities and for a wide variety of General Fund revenues that cannot be credited to any specific department. 
 
Issues/Questions: 
 
1. B35-16: During last year’s FY 2024 budget process, the City Council added $700,000 to the proposed City 

subsidy of $1.9 million to museum, to get to the $2.6 million level of subsidy for the museum. The Mayor 
recommends a $2.6 million City subsidy to the museum for FY 2025. Please explain the impact of the $2.6 
million City subsidy to the museum’s operations. 
  

2. Please provide the museum’s FY 2024 operating and capital budgets. Please provide the FY 2025 operating and 
capital budgets, if available. 

 
3. Please provide the museum’s FY 2024 budgeted and actual positions. Please explain the museum’s plans to fill 

any vacancies. 
 

4. During last year's FY 2024 budget process, the Council added $2 million for capital improvements. Please explain 
the capital projects the $2 million funded for the benefit of the museum.  

 
5. In the 2022-2023 annual report for the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History,1 the most 

recently available one on the museum’s website, the museum’s net assets increased from $15,033,078.73 in FY 
2022, to $18,723,175.25 in FY 2023. Please explain how the increase was achieved. 

 
6. The museum will receive or has received a $4 million State grant from the State’s FY 2024 budget. Please explain 

what the $4 million was or will be used for. 
 

7. What are the current capital needs for the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History? Has the 
museum requested any additional budgetary assistance from the State? 

 
8. What major revenue generating initiatives/capital expenses does the museum have planned for the upcoming FY 

2025? 
 

9. Are there any plans for the museum to modify its staff or visiting hours in the upcoming FY 2025? 
 
 

 
1 Wright_AnnualReport_V12_Digital_Spreads.pdf (thewright.org) 

https://www.thewright.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Wright_AnnualReport_V12_Digital_Spreads.pdf
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FINANCIALS: FISCAL YEAR 2022-20232 
 

 
 

 
2 Source: Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 2022-23 Annual Financial Report 
Wright_AnnualReport_V12_Digital_Spreads.pdf (thewright.org) 

https://www.thewright.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Wright_AnnualReport_V12_Digital_Spreads.pdf
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