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TO:  COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
FROM:    David Whitaker, Director   
  Legislative Policy Division Staff 
 
DATE:  October 3, 2023 
   
RE:  District Detroit Update 

 
 

 
Council member Angela Whitfield Calloway requested that the Legislative Policy Division (LPD) to 
determine what is the current status of the District Detroit Project, which involved the Transformational 
Brownfield involving  Olympia of Michigan.  In addition to an update on the status of the project that 
involved ten sites, Council member Calloway specifically raised concerns regarding the one site in the 
project not under the control of Olympia/Related, which is currently owned by the Detroit/Wayne County 
Stadium Authority.  This report is our response to this inquiry.  Both Olympia and the City’s Administration  
have responded to our questions, and their responses are included in this report for the edification of 
Council. 
 
LPD to Olympia/Related: Please provide us with an update on the District Detroit Project.  Has the 
project been delayed and what is the status of the negotiations between Olympia and the 
Detroit/Wayne County Stadium Authority, is there an impasse?  
 
Olympia/Related: Related and Olympia Development expect to begin construction well in advance of the 
timeline required by the TBP of our 10-building development project we received approval for in April. In 
preparation, we held our first Contractors Fair, made our Annual Contribution to Affordable Housing 
Development and Preservation Fund, hosted multiple public design charrettes for The Plaza, opened The 
District Detroit Opportunity Center and sent out bid packages for 2200 Woodward.  
 
We have the exclusive rights to develop parking, bars, restaurants, entertainment, and similar uses on the 
sites proposed for the 2200 Woodward, 2250 Woodward, and 2300 Woodward developments via an existing 
Concessions Management Agreement. Additionally, the Stadium Authority supports the development of 
these sites for the office and residential developments we have planned, and its Board has granted us the 
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option to acquire them subject to agreement on terms acceptable to both parties. We are currently in active 
discussions with the Stadium Authority. 
 
LPD to City Administration: What is the current status of the Olympia/Related and the 
Detroit/Wayne County Stadium Authority negotiations, is there an impasse between the two parties? 
 
City Administration: What follows is a write-up of the background and, in our view, relevant considerations 
of the Detroit/Wayne County Stadium Authority (“Stadium Authority”) land sale of the properties to be 
included in Related-Olympia’s future project sites at 2200 Woodward, 2250 Woodward, and 2300 
Woodward (the Stadium Authority-owned properties being the “Woodward Sites”).   
… 
The Stadium Authority was formed to assemble, own, construct, and operate the Comerica Park and Ford 
Field dual stadia projects.  Although it is a joint authority of the City of Detroit and Wayne County, the 
County is the lead public entity. The County appoints the majority of members to the authority board.  City 
appointees are subject to approval of the Wayne County Commission. 
To support future development of the district around Comerica Park, the Stadium Authority acquired and 
owns the Woodward Sites.  Because they are owned by a public authority, the Woodward Sites are currently 
tax exempt.  (Sale of the Woodward Sites would have the benefit of putting these otherwise tax-exempt 
properties onto the property tax rolls.)     
Although owned by the Stadium Authority, Olympia controls Comerica Park and the Woodward Sites by 
way of the Concession and Management Agreement (the “CMA”) between the Stadium Authority and 
Detroit Tigers, Inc., an Olympia affiliate.  (This is broadly stated. There are actually a number of 
intervening leases, assignments, and subleases involving the County, the Downtown Development 
Authority, and another Olympia affiliate, Tiger Ballpark LLC. Those interests will get addressed and 
terminated as part of the closing process.)   
Olympia’s control of the Woodward Sites is exclusive for a term of up to 95 years. The CMA gives Olympia 
the “exclusive right to develop, improve, use, occupy and manage” the Woodward Sites.  During the life of 
the CMA, the Stadium Authority accordingly cannot sell or otherwise make the land available for 
development by another third party without the release of Olympia’s rights.  Olympia’s expansive rights 
are governed by the CMA, however, and so any developments undertaken by Olympia must be consistent 
with the CMA. 
 
Olympia and Related resolved to develop the Woodward Sites for office and mixed-use residential purposes, 
to the tune of over $600 million in expected development costs across the three projects.  In order to 
facilitate those developments free and clear of the CMA, Olympia is acquiring the Woodward Sites to own 
them outright, in fee simple.   Related-Olympia accordingly planned and secured approval of 
transformational brownfield plan (TBP) incentives premised on future fee ownership. 
On May 4, 2023, Olympia and the Stadium Authority executed a Stadium Authority board-approved Real 
Estate Option Agreement (attached) granting Olympia an option to purchase the Woodward Sites for a 
“fair market value” price to be determined.  On May 30, 2023, Related-Olympia secured City Council 
approval of Public Act 210 tax abatement certificates on the basis of that site control.  (Seeking and 
approving tax abatement certificates on that basis of site control, before closing on property acquisitions, 
is not uncommon.)  
 
Related-Olympia cannot receive the benefits of those tax abatement certificates until they close on the 
Woodward Sites and commence construction.  City Council approval of these certificates, pending 
consummation of the acquisition, has no impact on the tax revenues associated with these properties.  
Related-Olympia accordingly has yet to seek or secure final State Tax Commission approval of those 
certificates.  So long as they are owned by the Stadium Authority, the Woodward Sites are tax exempt. 
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As noted in recent press reports, Olympia and the Stadium Authority each commissioned their own 
appraisals, and negotiations continue to complete the acquisition at a mutually agreed upon fair market 
value price.  Both sides have expressed total commitment to “getting the deal done.” 
 
Please contact us if we can be of any further assistance. 
 
Attachments:  District Detroit Project September 2023 Update  
   Real Estate Option Agreement for the Detroit/Wayne County Stadium Authority Site 



























SEPTEMBER 2023 UPDATE

THE DISTRICT DETROIT

THE PLAZA AT 2200 & 2250 WOODWARD

Related and Olympia Development expect to begin construction well in advance of the
timeline required by the TBP of our 10-building development project we received
approval for in April.  In preparation, we held our first Contractors Fair, made our
Annual Contribution to Affordable Housing Development and Preservation Fund, hosted
multiple public design charrettes for The Plaza, opened The District Detroit Opportunity
Center and sent out bid packages for 2200 Woodward.  

We have the exclusive rights to develop parking, bars, restaurants, entertainment, and
similar uses on the sites proposed for the 2200 Woodward, 2250 Woodward, and 2300
Woodward developments via an existing Concessions Management Agreement.
Additionally, the Stadium Authority supports the development of these sites for the office
and residential developments we have planned, and its Board has granted us the option
to acquire them subject to agreement on terms acceptable to both parties. We are
currently in active discussions with the Stadium Authority.



#1 COMMUNITY DESIGN
CHARETTE FOR THE PLAZA

Olympia Development of Michigan and
Related Companies held the first design
charrette session with representatives
from the City of Detroit and members of
the community to exchange
programming ideas for The Plaza, the
planned pedestrian-only area in front of
Comerica Park’s main entrance
between 2200 & 2250 Woodward. 

CONTRACTORS FAIR

As part of our ongoing commitment to
community engagement and creating job

opportunities  for Detroiters, Olympia
Development of Michigan and Related

Companies held its first Contractor Fair on
June 27 in partnership with Detroit at Work.  
The Contractor Fair is one in a long chain of
events aimed at engaging the community in
the planning, building and activating of The

District Detroit.

TRAFFIC & PARKING
PLANNING SESSION
In accordance with the CBA, a traffic
and parking meeting was held with
representatives from ODM/Related,
parking consultant WSP, the city of
Detroit and two Neighborhood Advisory
Committee (NAC) Liaisons. 

The District Detroit

https://ilitchnewshub.com/2023/06/olympia-development-and-related-companiescollaborate-with-detroit-community-members-on-the-future-of-columbia-plaza/
https://ilitchnewshub.com/2023/07/olympia-development-and-related-host-the-district-detroit-contractor-fair-in-partnership-with-detroit-at-work/


WOODWARD ACCESSIBILITY
PLANNING STUDY
Related and Olympia Development, City
of Detroit Civil Rights, Inclusion &
Opportunity Department (CRIO) &
Planning and Development Department
(PDD) and Neighborhood Advisory
Committee (NAC) Liaisons met with an
accessibility consultant to discuss
accessibility the new projects in The
District Detroit.

ACCESSIBILITY CONSULTANT 

Related and Olympia Development retained
Code Consultants, Inc. (CCI) to consult on

accessibility and ADA compliance and act as
a liaison between the developer and

representatives of The District Detroit
Neighborhood Advisory Committee.

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION
TO DETROIT AFFORDABLE
HOUSING FUND
Related and Olympia Development made
their first $350,000 contribution to
Detroit’s Affordable Housing
Development and Preservation Fund in
support of affordable housing in Detroit. 

The District Detroit



#2 COLLEAGUE &
COMMUNITY DESIGN
CHARETTE FOR THE PLAZA
Olympia Development of Michigan and
Related Companies held the second of
three design charrette sessions with
employees of the Ilitch companies to
exchange ideas about programming
Columbia Plaza, the pedestrian-only
area in front of Comerica Park’s main
entrance. 

THE DISTRICT DETROIT
OPPORTUNITY CENTER
Related and Olypmia Development

celebrated the grand opening of The
District Detroit Opportunity Center. Located

at 2277 Woodward Avenue and accessible
via public transportation, the center aims to

connect Detroit’s current and future
residents with various services, including

jobs, workforce training and housing. 

# 3 COMMUNITY  DESIGN
CHARETTE FOR THE PLAZA
Olympia Development of Michigan and
Related Companies held the third design
charrette session with representatives
from the City of Detroit and members of
the community to exchange ideas about
programming Columbia Plaza, the
pedestrian-only area in front of Comerica
Park’s main entrance. This discussion was
facilitated by Detroit-based and Black-
owned JIMA Studio and MKSK Studios.

The District Detroit

https://ilitchnewshub.com/2023/08/the-district-detroit-opportunity-center-now-open-to-assist-detroiters-seeking-jobs-training-or-affordable-housing/


DETROIT CONSTRUCTION
CONFERENCE

Olympia Development Vice President of
Construction, Zarah Karapetyan-
Broglin, and Related Companies
Midwest Vice President of Construction,
Stephanie Calhoun, participated in the
Detroit-at-Work Construction
Conference to discuss construction
opportunities with attendees.

THE DISTRICT DETROIT
OPPORTUNITY CENTER

Olympia Development and Related hosted
invited guests to the new Opportunity

Center to see the benefits it brings to the
community and to make connections

between people who are working to move
Detroit forward. Guests at the open house

included NAC members, elected officials
and interested city residents who had

participated in previous outreach sessions.

STANDING MONDAY
SESSIONS WITH PARTNERS
In a regular, weekly cadence, VP of
Government and Community affairs
communicates CBA milestones and
complementary impact activities for the
residents of Detroit. City departments
include PDD, the administration and CRIO.  
Additionally, NAC members are engaged in
CBA milestone updates and events.

The District Detroit

https://detroitmi.gov/events/detroit-construction-conference-summer-event



