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Learning Objectives

By the end of this learning module, you will be able to:
• Understand the definition of a ‘marijuana event organizer’ and a ‘temporary marijuana event’ 

license; 
• Understand the process for applying to be a marijuana event organizer in the State of Michigan 

as well as in the City of Detroit;
• Understand the process for applying for a temporary marijuana event license;
• Understand the relevant city and state submission timelines for receiving a temporary marijuana 

event license;
• Understand the role of the Marijuana License Review Committee (MLRC) in the temporary 

marijuana event application process; and
• Understand the licensing fees associated with submitting a temporary marijuana event 

application.



Definitions

Temporary Marijuana Event License

Per City of Detroit Ordinance No. 2022-11, 

“Temporary Marijuana Event” means a

license held by a Marijuana Event Organizer under 

this article and the MRTMA,

which the state has approved, that authorizes

an event where the onsite sale or consumption of 

marijuana products, or both,

are authorized at the location and on the

dates indicated on the state operating

license.

Marijuana Event Organizer

Per City of Detroit Ordinance No. 2022-11, 

“Marijuana Event Organizer” means a

state license holder authorized to apply

for a temporary marijuana event license in

accordance with the 2018 Michigan Regulation 

and Taxation of Marihuana Act (“MRTMA”).



Michigan CRA Bulletin 10-27-2020

Michigan Cannabis Regulatory Agency (CRA) Bulletin 10-27-2020 on Temporary Events is an excellent 

resource for individuals applying for licensure. In part, this bulletin states:

• The application for the Temporary Marijuana Event must be received by the CRA at least 90 days 

before the first day of the event. This 90-day timeframe is to ensure the CRA has ample processing 

time to approve and issue a license for the event prior to it occurring.

• The steps for obtaining a Temporary Marijuana Event license from the State of Michigan – which 

must be completed in this order – are as follows: 

1. Obtain Prequalification status 

2. Obtain a Marijuana Event Organizer license

3. Obtain a Temporary Marijuana Event license

https://www.michigan.gov/cra/-/media/Project/Websites/cra/bulletin/3Adult-Use-Rec/Marihuana-Licenses---Temporary-Marijuana-Events.pdf?rev=8a5dda0e33d4445cb809e3ce2f715ae1&hash=EFE3DB7318164EC9614C8FA58AB15873


Why is becoming a Marijuana Event Organizer the first step 
to having a Temporary Marijuana Event?

Per State Law, ONLY a state-licensed Marijuana Event Organizer can apply for a 

Temporary Marijuana Event license! In order to host a temporary marijuana event, you 

MUST hire or be a state-licensed Marijuana Event Organizer and register that Event 

Organizer license with the City of Detroit.  The Event Organizer represents the host of the 

Temporary Marijuana Event and is responsible for compliance with laws and regulations.



How To Become a 
Marijuana Event 

Organizer



Step 1 – Get Pre-qualified

MRTMA Prequalification Application

https://www.michigan.gov/cra/sections/adult-use/online-application-resources


Step 2 – Apply for an Event Organizer license with CRA

MRTMA License Application

http://www.michigan.gov/cra/sections/adult-use


Step 3 – Register the Event Organizer license with the City 
of Detroit

www.HomeGrownDetroit.org

http://www.homegrowndetroit.org/


Step 3 – Register the Event Organizer license with the City 
of Detroit

www.HomeGrownDetroit.org

NOTE: Both applications (marijuana event organizer AND temporary 

marijuana event) can be submitted via the same webpage. However, the 

marijuana event organizer application must be completed first.

http://www.homegrowndetroit.org/


Documents to Upload

Step 3 – Register the Event Organizer license with the City of 
Detroit

-State Event Organizer License or Prequalification

-Government Issued ID for all owners

-Organizational documents for entity applicant with diagram of 
organizational structure and all ownership percentages indicated

 -Treasury clearance for all owners and entity

 -Contact information for all owners (first & last name, address, 
phone number, email, etc.) 

Once you have submitted these documents, the Marijuana License 
Review Committee (“MLRC”) will recommend approval to register 
your Event Organizer license and you will receive a City of Detroit 
business license from the Business License Center.  You are now 
ready to apply for a Temporary Marijuana Event!

https://detroitmi.gov/departments/office-chief-financial-officer/ocfo-divisions/office-treasury/treasury-clearances


Applying For A 
Temporary Marijuana 

Event License



Applying for a Temporary Marijuana Event in Detroit

www.HomeGrownDetroit.org

http://www.homegrowndetroit.org/


Applying For A Temporary Marijuana Event in Detroit

www.HomeGrownDetroit.org

Once you have registered your State Event Organizer license with the 

City of Detroit and received a business license, you can submit 

applications to host temporary marijuana events.

http://www.homegrowndetroit.org/


Documents to Upload

Applying For A Temporary Marijuana Event License

-Event Organizer License from City and State of Michigan

-Certificate of Compliance for the property to be used for the event. 

-Lease, license, or other documentation showing that the applicant 
has permission to use the property

-Blight Clearance dated within 90 days prior to application.

-Property tax clearance for the site that will be used for the event.

-Site diagram for the event indicating internal and external 
components including placement of vendor booths, tents, restroom 
facilities, trash, and parking and traffic management.

-Operations plan including dates, hours of operations, number of 
vendors, and number of expected attendees.

-Security plan, including cash and product handling, and transport.

-CITY OF DETROIT SPECIAL EVENTS APPLICATION must also be 

submitted before your event will be considered by the Detroit City 

Council!

https://detroitmi.gov/departments/buildings-safety-engineering-and-environmental-department/bseed-divisions/property-maintenance/commercial-annual-inspections/commercial-certificate
https://detroitmi.gov/how-do-i/request-service-or-assistance/blight-clearance
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/office-chief-financial-officer/ocfo-divisions/office-treasury/treasury-clearances
https://detroitmi.gov/government/mayors-office/special-events


Plan 
ahead 

and start 
early!

MLRC Review
(and 
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City Council)
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Timeline of Approval Process for a Temporary Marijuana 
Event License
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meetings, site 
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City and State 
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Marijuana License Review 
Committee (MLRC)
For Temporary Marijuana Events, the MLRC makes a 
recommendation to the Detroit City Council, which 
must approve the event before a license is issued by 
the City and the CRA.

Detroit City Council will approve or deny the event 
application as part of the Special Events approval 
process, at a hearing conducted once the MLRC 
review is complete.  During this meeting, public 
comment is welcome and community impact is 
considered. Be prepared to discuss how any negative 
impacts from the event would be mitigated!



What is the Marijuana 
License Review 
Committee (“MLRC”)?

Per City of Detroit Ordinance No. 2022-11, 
“the MLRC shall consist of a staff member 
of each of the departments and agencies 
that are identified in this section. The 
respective departments and agencies that 
must appoint representatives to the MLRC 
are as follows: 
1) Office of the Chief Financial Officer
2) Buildings, Safety Engineering, and 

Environmental Department
3) Health Department
4) Law Department
5) Police Department
6) Civil Rights, Inclusion, and Opportunity 

Department
7) Department of Neighborhoods
8) Such other departments, agencies, or 

individuals as deemed appropriate by 
the chairperson, on a case-by-case 
basis”

OCFO

BSEED

Health 
Department

Law 
DepartmentMisc.

CRIO

DONs

Police 
Department

MLRC



Licensing Fees

State of Michigan:

● Prequalification fee: $3,000

● Marijuana Event Organizer fee: $1,000

● Temporary Marijuana Event fee:

- Events that do not include the sale of 

marijuana products: $500 per day

- Events that include the sale of marijuana 

products: $1000 per day
● Temporary Event Marijuana Vendor Fee: $500 

per licensed vendor 

City of Detroit:

● Marijuana Event Organizer registration: Free

● Temporary Marijuana Event License: 

Application fee $1000 – License fee $5,000

● Special Events Application: Free



Questions?



Contact
Ryjean Reid – Executive Assistant

(313) 418-9217

www.homegrowndetroit.org

homegrown@detroitmi.gov
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