David Whitaker, Esq.
Director

Irvin Corley, Jr.
Executive Policy Manager
Marcell R. Todd, Jr.
Director, City Planning
Commission

Janese Chapman

Director, Historic Designation
Advisory Board

John Alexander

Roland Amarteifio

Megha Bamola

LaKisha Bareclift, Esq.

Paige Blessman

M. Rory Bolger, Ph.D., FAICP
Eric Fazzini, AICP

Willene Green

Christopher Gulock, AICP

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

City of Betroit

CITY COUNCIL

LEGISLATIVE POLICY DIVISION
208 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center
Detroit, Michigan 48226
Phone: (313) 224-4946 Fax: (313) 224-4336

The Honorable Detroit City Council

David Whitaker, Director%%
Legislative Policy Division Staff

June 16, 2023

Derrick Headd
Marcel Hurt, Esq.
Kimani Jeffrey

Phillip Keller, Esq.
Edward King

Kelsey Maas

Jamie Murphy
Analine Powers, Ph.D.
W. Akilah Redmond
Laurie Anne Sabatini
Rebecca Savage
Sabrina Shockley
Renee Short

Floyd Stanley
Thomas Stephens, Esq.
Timarie Szwed
Theresa Thomas
Ashley A. Wilson

Handicap Access for People with Disabilities at the 2023 Detroit Fireworks

As Council knows, the annual Detroit Independence Day fireworks display is scheduled for June 26, 2023,
or a subsequent rain date. Council Member Santiago-Romero, in direct response to a public comment
question by resident Ms. Marguerite Maddox during the Public Health & Safety Standing Committee on
June 5, 2023, directed the Legislative Policy Division (LPD) to investigate and report what arrangements
have been made to facilitate attendance at this downtown event with an extremely large crowd, for People
with Disabilities who may need some physical assistance and guidance to safely attend.

The Parade Company, organizers of the fireworks, helpfully provided the attached diagram, showing the
layout of Hart Plaza for the fireworks. In particular, the designated and marked Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) viewing area is prominently and accessibly located adjacent to the marquee sign and obelisk on
the south side of East Jefferson, immediately to the south of the highly visible UAW labor monument at the
foot of Woodward.

If Council has any further questions or concerns regarding this subject, LPD will be pleased to conduct
further research and analysis upon request.
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