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Park Permits and Reservations 

Detroitmi.gov/recevents



Opportunity 
in the D!

Sale in City Parks, City Recreation Centers and at 
Spirit Plaza!

General Services Department



How to Become a City of Detroit Vendor?

• Vendors must be licensed to sale by the 

Buildings, Safety, Engineering and 

Environmental Department. (BSEED)

• Vendor License is $115 per event. 

• This process is managed by the BSEED 

licensing division. 

● The General Services Department does not 

have authority or input in vendor selling 

outside of recreation assets: city parks and 

recreation centers. 

• It is strictly prohibited for vendors to pull 

up and sale at city parks. 

• Vendors must be scheduled or booked by 

an event organizer. 

• Event Organizers: Groups that host events 

in city parks. 

• City Departments

• Community Groups

• Organizations

• Businesses

• Sororities, Fraternities, etc. 



General Services Department-Licensed Vendor List

• The General Services Department in collaboration with the Buildings, 

Safety, Engineering and Environmental Department, the Health 
Department and the Fire Department launched a new process to lessen 
the cost to do business in city parks, city recreation centers and at 

Spirit Plaza. 
• As the administering agency, the General Services Department is an 

event organizer during the peak event season, April-October. 

• This allows vendors to pay the license fee one time for the season 

rather than each they that they are hired.
• Once payment is made, approved vendors are added to the licensed 

vendors list to be booked by the General Services Department, other 

departments and other event organizers. 



Licensed Vendor List Process

Apply 

Application  
Review 

Application 
Response

Make Payment

Added to Licensed 
Vendor List

Event Organizers 
Reach Out when 

Opportunities Arise



• Mobile Food Units

• Must have:

•  A valid form of identification

•  An up-to-date fire and health 

permit

•  Pictures of your mobile food unit

• Dry Vendors

• Must have:

• A valid form of identification 

• Pictures of the items that you 

want approval to sale

How do you get on the licensed vendor list?



• Businesses selling convenience items, baked 

goods, etc. are not eligible for the licensed 

vendor list. 

• These business are still allowed to be 

booked by an event organizer. However, 

they are not eligible for the licensed 

vendor list due to health and safety 

relative to public food consumption. 

Non-Mobile Food Units



• The General Services Department only 

schedules vendors for departmental events at 

city parks, recreation centers and at Spirit 

Plaza.

• Other event organizers receive the list and book 

at their needs.

Scheduling 



• The General Services Department events team 

schedules vendors for annual calendar events, 

Spirit Plaza and for event park partners. 

• Recreation center staff schedules vendors for 

recreation center events. 

Scheduling



Annual Events 
Calendar
• (4) Community Festivals
• (2) Music Series
• All events free to the public
• based or minority event vendors60% Detroit 

based and minority event suppliers
• 95% Detroit 



Spirit Plaza Events Examples



• The General Services Department- Events 

Division is launching a new program to partner 

with event organizers to host events in city 

parks. 

• This creates more events for residents in city 

parks and more opportunities for licensed 

vendors. 

Event Park Partners



Park Event Partner Examples



Take Part
Park Reservations. Park Permits. Recreation Special Events Opportunities. 

www.detroitmi.gov/recreation

http://www.detroitmi.gov/recreation


Park Hotline: 313-224-1100

Vacant Lot Cutting: 313-628-0900

Park Patrol Dispatch: 313-628-0910

GSD Security Tip Line: 313-268-3778

Contact Information



Find Your Fun!
Stay Engaged and Connected to Detroit Parks and Recreation!

Follow Us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter! 

@detroitparksrec



GENERAL SERVICES
DEPARTMENT:
District 1
Park Updates



City owns over 300 Parks, 
totaling over 5,000 acres

156 Parks have been 
improved since 2015

Tim Karl – Chief of Landscape 
Architect (oversees all park design 
and construction)

Dara O'Byrne – Chief Parks 
Planner (oversees all park planning 
and engagement)

PARKS 



D1 PARKS



General Services Department

D1 PARKS SUMMARY

Recently complete park projects

○ Heckel Park

○ Kelley Park Shelter

○ Lahser Clarita Park

Parks under construction or starting soon

○ Stoepel# 1 Park Improvements

○ Eliza Howell Road Reconstruction

○ Rogell Park

○ Kelley Park phase 2 improvements

Parks in Planning & Design phase

○ Milan Park

○ Eliza Howel Master Plan (grant application in)

○ O'Hair Park Master Plan (grant application in)



RECENTLY COMPLETED D1 PARK PROJECTS

Heckel Park



RECENTLY COMPLETED D1 PARK PROJECTS

Lahser Clarita
Park



RECENTLY COMPLETED D1 PARK PROJECTS

Kelley Park
Phase 1: Shelter



D1 PARK PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Stoepel # 1 Park

•Walkways
•Challege Course
•New Picnic Shelter
•Existing Picnic Shelter 
 Extension
•Ball Field Surface Repairs
•Tennis Courts Repairs



General Services Department

D1 PARK PROJECTS STARTING SOON:  Eliza Howell

PROJECT SCOPE:

•Approx. 1.3 Mile Road Loop Reconstruction

•Improve Stormwater System

•Pavement Markings/Bike Lanes 

Separated by grass median

• Construction to start Summer 2023

Current Conditions



General Services Department

D1 PARK PROJECTS STARTING SOON:  Old Redford Link

● Connecting Greydale Ave to Clarita &

    Burgess St.

● June 2023: RFP out to OCP

● SUMMER/FALL 2023 : Construction



General Services Department

D1 PARK PROJECTS STARTING SOON:  Rogell Park

● June 2023: Park Construction RFP out to Bid

● June/July 2023: DEGC Development Site Engagement

● July 2023: DEGC Development Site RFP out to bid

● September 2023: Park Construction Start* (dependent on 

EGLE approval)

1

2

3

2



• Milan Park

• Kelley Dog Park (phase 2)

D1 PARK PROJECTS IN DESIGN & PLANNNING PHASE

Upcoming Engagement
- Milan Park (summer 2023)

- Eliza Howel Master Plan (late 2023-24)

- O'Hair Park Master Plan (late 2023-24)



KELLEY PARK PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:

- Playground renovation
- Fitness equipment
- New walking loop
- Dog Park (County funded, coming 2024-25)

UPCOMING D1 PARK PROJECTS:  Kelley



UPCOMING D1 PARK PROJECTS

MILAN PARK PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:

Currently conducting community engagement to 
determine the plan for the park

- Potential amenities include:

- Playground improvements

- Football field repairs

- New entry/walkway from Evergreen

- Address parking issues off Curtis

- New benches and picnic tables

- Add outdoor fitness equipment

- Add shade trees



General Services Department

Thank You
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