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City of Detroit 

CITY COUNCIL 

LEGISLATIVE POLICY DIVISION 
208 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center  

Detroit, Michigan 48226 
Phone:  (313) 224-4946   Fax:  (313) 224-4336 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TO: Honorable Detroit City Council 
 
FROM:  David Whitaker, Director 
  Legislative Policy Division Staff 
 
DATE: August 15, 2022 
 
RE: Electric Scooters 
 
The Legislative Policy Division (LPD), has been requested by Council Member Angela 
Whitfield Calloway to provide a report on the possibility of the City of Detroit enacting an 
ordinance regulating electronic scooters (Escooters). Additionally, the request inquired whether 
the language regulating Escooters could include the following: 
 

•  Require a Buildings, Safety Engineering & Environmental Department, Business 
License Center (BSEED BLC) business license for businesses operating electric 
scooters within the city limits. 

 
 •  The business license will be freely granted to electric scooter operators at a fixed fee 

per scooter in operation.  
 
•  The business license will expire on March 31 of each year and the operators will need 

to reapply each year.  
 
•  The electric scooter operators will post on each e-scooter the name and contact 

information of the business and the complaint contact information for BSEED BLC.  
 
•  The residents will be able to complain to BSEED BLC about any e-scooter operation 

and BSEED BLC will keep a record of the complaints filed against each operator.  
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•  When the individual e-scooter operators apply for the annual business license 
renewal, the BSEED BLC staff will review any complaints filed during the previous 
year.  

 
•  After the review, the BSEED BLC staff may revoke the business license; suspend the 

business license; deny the renewal of the business license; or reduce the number of 
scooters allowed under a renewed license.  

 
•  BSEED BLC will schedule a hearing to show cause why the business license should 

not be revoked; suspended; denied for renewal; or reduced in number. The business 
will be notified in the normal manner and the business owner may present his position 
in the normal manner. 

 
LPD notes that on October 15, 2018, we issued a report on Motorized Electronic Scooters which 
addressed the State of Michigan’s regulatory scheme regarding Escooters (See Attached LPD 
Memo). As set forth in our prior report, State law allows municipalities such as the City of 
Detroit to provide regulations to promote the public health, safety and general welfare of its 
citizens by ordinance under Section 257.660(11): 
 

The governing body of a county, a city…may, by ordinance based on the health, 
safety, and welfare of the citizens, regulate the operation of electric personal 
assistive mobility devices, electric skateboards, or commercial quadricycles on 
sidewalks, highways or streets, or crosswalks… may prohibit the operation of 
electric personal assistive mobility devices, electric skateboards or commercial 
quadricycles in an area open to pedestrian traffic adjacent to a waterfront or on a 
trail under its jurisdiction or in a downtown or central business district. Signs 
indicating the regulation shall be conspicuously posted in the area where the use 
of an electric personal assistive mobility device, electric skateboard, or 
commercial quadricycle is regulated. 

 
The City having the authority to regulate Escooters by ordinance, could as a matter of policy 
enact an ordinance containing language that reflect the above outlined licensing scheme. LPD 
notes that the regulating of Escooters by the City is currently conducted through a memorandum 
from the Department of Public Works (DPW) which set forth guidelines to be adhered to by 
users and owner/operators of Escooters (See Attached DPW Memo). As set out in the DPW 
memorandum, users and owner/operators of Escooters must comply with the following City 
Code provisions: 
 
 A.  Avoidance of a Public Nuisance: 
 

Under Section 38-5-1 of the Code “any person to make or assist in making any 
noise, disturbance, or improper diversion, or any rout or riot, by which the peace 
and good order of the neighborhood is disturbed…shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor.” It is possible that the use of a scooter could create such a 
disturbance or diversion. For example, the use of a Scooter could cause an 
impermissible disturbance or diversion if:  (1) the Scooter is damaged, defective 
or otherwise not in good working order, (2) the Scooter is operated so as to pose 
a risk to the health, safety and welfare of other individuals or vehicles, or (3) the 
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Scooter is operated so as to create an unacceptable disturbance to the public 
peace. 
 
B. Avoidance of Obstruction of Public Streets, Sidewalks, and Other Public 

Places. 
 
Under Section 50-2-1 of the Code “No person shall obstruct or encumber any 
public wharf, street, alley, or any public place with animals, boxes, signs, barrels, 
posts, fences, buildings, dirt, stones, bricks, rubbish or any other material or 
thing whatsoever, except as otherwise provided for in this Code.” A scooter 
constitutes a “material or thing” and is therefore subject to this provision. 
Because Scooters can be parked virtually anywhere, they pose a significant risk 
of impermissibly obstructing public streets, sidewalks, alleys and other public 
places. 

 
The DPW memorandum indicates that Escooter user and owner/operators can avoid violating 
these City Code provisions by being in full compliances with the guidelines set forth in therein. 
Failure to comply could result in misdemeanor charges with penalties of 90 days in jail and or 
$500.00 fines. It is LPD’s understanding that the current DPW guidelines are being modified 
and that the Law Department is currently working on an ordinance regulating Escooters as 
requested by Council President Mary Sheffield and working in conjunction with the Office of 
Mobility Innovation (OMI). LPD is not aware of the areas in which the proposed ordinance 
language covers or whether it includes regulating Escooter owner/operators by way of business 
licensing. While Council Members may conduct separate legislative tracks for proposed 
ordinances, it may be possible for Council Member offices to coordinate policy initiatives that 
traverse similar grounds. 
 
If we can be of further assistance, please feel free to call upon us. 


















































