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City of Detroit  

Preventing the Spread of Monkeypox 
 

TO:   ALL CITY OF DETROIT OFFICIALS, EMPLOYEES, APPOINTEES, & CONTRACTORS 

FROM:  City of Detroit Human Resources Department & Detroit Health Department 

DATE:   August 3, 2022 

In light of the current monkeypox outbreak, the City of Detroit is taking proactive steps to address 

a number of business concerns. First and foremost, we want to maintain a safe workplace and 

encourage and/or adopt practices protecting the health of employees, visitors, and others. We 

also want to ensure the continuity of business operations during this public health emergency.  

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): 

1) Monkeypox is spread through: 

▪ Direct contact with an infectious rash, scabs, or body fluids. 

▪ Respiratory secretions during prolonged, face-to-face contact or during intimate 
physical contact. 

▪ Touching objects or fabrics (such as clothing or linens) that previously touched the 
rash or body fluids of someone with monkeypox. 

2) Monkeypox can be acquired by all people, regardless of gender identity or sexual 
orientation. 

3) Monkeypox generally causes a distinct rash and other symptoms, such as fever, 
headache, swollen lymph nodes and fatigue. 

4) Monkeypox can spread from the time symptoms start until the rash has fully healed and 
a fresh layer of skin has formed. This can take several weeks. 

We ask all employees to cooperate in taking steps to reduce the likelihood of transmission of 

monkeypox and other contagious diseases in the workplace. Employees are reminded of the 

following: 

✓ Stay home when you are sick.  

✓ Avoid people who are sick with monkeypox symptoms. 

✓ Wash your hands frequently or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

✓ Avoid close physical contact in the workplace, such as handshakes or hugs. 

✓ Clean frequently touched surfaces. 

✓ Get vaccinated if recommended by your health care provider. 
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The City of Detroit provides alcohol-based hand sanitizers and sanitizers throughout the 

workplace and in common areas to clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces 

such as telephones, copiers, and keyboards. 

It is critical that employees do not report to work while they are experiencing symptoms of the 

monkeypox virus. Currently, the CDC recommends that employees remain at home until the rash 

has healed, all scabs have fallen off and a fresh layer of intact skin has formed. 

Many times, with the best of intentions, employees report to work even though they feel ill. 

Employees who report to work while sick will be sent home in accordance with these health 

guidelines. Normal paid-time-off policies and procedures will apply to employees who are unable 

to work due to exposure or infection with the monkeypox virus. 

The City of Detroit will consider, on a case-by-case basis, requests from employees to work from 

home to avoid infection or while recovering from infection. While not all positions are conducive 

to telework, those positions with primary job duties that can be effectively performed remotely 

will be given consideration. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

More information about the Monkeypox virus, and who should get 

vaccinated, is available by calling the Detroit Health Department nurse 

hotline Monday through Friday, 9 AM – 5 PM:  313-876-4444 or send an 

email:  dhdoutbreak@detroitmi.gov 

 

Click here for updates: 

https://detroitmi.gov/departments/detroit-health-department 
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