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WELCOME!

OVERVIEW

1 - Context 

2 - Vision & Engagement

3 - Strategies

4 - Implementation & Targets

5 - Analysis

6 - Capital Plans
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Context
HISTORY OF PARKS & REC

- One of the most robust
and innovative parks system
in the 1950s
- Continued to grow with
Greenways added in 2017

IMPACTS OF COVID-19
- Provide safe social opportunities
- Parks improve mental & physical health
- Disparity of access & health outcomes
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Inventory
WALKABLE PARKS

1. Mini (under 1 acre)
2. Neighborhood (up to 10 acres)
3. Community (10 - 49 acres)

DESTINATION PARKS
4. Regional parks (over 50 acres)
5. Riverfront parks
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Inventory
GREENWAYS

1. Regional
2. Neighborhood
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Inventory
RECREATION FACILITIES

1. Rec centers
2. Marinas, Golf Courses, Cemeteries
3. Other specialty sites

PROGRAMMING

MAINTENANCE

OTHER NON-PARK
GREEN SPACES
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Vision
The vision of the 2022 Parks and Recreation 
Strategic Plan is to improve the quality of life 
for all Detroiters through parks, greenways, 
recreation centers, and programs, using an 
equity framework.

Framework Pillars
1. Public Health
2. Nature & the Environment
3. Access & Connectivity
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Engagement
SURVEYS

1. Strategic Plan survey
2. Community Needs Assessment survey
3. East Riverfront Asset Study survey

FOCUS GROUPS

NOW - PUBLIC REVIEW!
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Survey Responses
BARRIERS

1. Lack of information
2. Safety
3. Access

PRIORITIES
- Clean & Safe Spaces
- Year-round recreation
- Walkable access
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48 STRATEGIES
- Strive toward our goals
- Address Detroiters’ greatest concerns
- Incorporate expertize

EXAMPLES
- Lack of information >

Shared calendars, improved marketing
- Keep our spaces beautiful >

Increase maintenance, anti-litter campaign
- Walkable access >

Create multi-modal hubs,
increase bike, bus, and walking access
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19 TARGETS
- Centers on the pillars
- Tracks measurable progress
- Ensures accountability

EXAMPLES
- Resiliency at Rec >

Equip rec centers with
critical needs programs

- Maintenance Investment >
Raise investment to
national average

- Walkable access >
Strive toward 100% walking access to parks
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Analysing the Gap
10-MIN WALK-SHEDS

- Everyone within 10 minutes or ½ mile walk
- Trust for Public Land’s national standard

Access No Access

PARK ACCESS GAPS
- 80% have access
- Striving toward nearly 95%
- Envisioning a possible future
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CURRENT PARK GAPS
80.8% access
          Park gap area

POTENTIAL PARK GAP 
REDUCTION
94.4% access
         Park gap area

GOAL: Increase park access from 80.8% to 94.4% of all Detroiters over the next ten years. 
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GOAL: Distribute park improvements & new parks equitably.
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Developing the Metric
FOCUS ON EQUITY

- Previously population density focused
- Now considering:

- Access to parks
- Population characteristics

-Total population
-Youth
-Seniors
-People of Color
-Low Income Individuals

-Health & Environment Indicators
-Poor mental health
-Low physical activity
-Air quality
-Urban heat island effects
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Developing the Metric
RESULTS!

- Pink areas are GAPS
and could benefit from
new parks and partnerships
- Find your park’s metric!
- Find your park’s phase
in Chapter 6!
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Capital Plans for Parks
WALKABLE PARKS

- Parks yet to be renovated since the last 
plan can be found by phase
- Potential sites for gaps are identified

DESTINATION PARKS
- Have separate capital plan
- Multiple phases for each park
- Each will have its own guiding plan
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$10.3M AVERAGE
NEED PER PHASE

$6.5M AVERAGE
NEED PER PHASE
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Capital Plans for Rec
NEW CENTERS
& SPACES

- Renovations
- Expanded programs

PARTNERSHIPS
- Sharing resources
- Mutually beneficial

GOAL: Increase indoor recreation 
access from 59.6% to 90.5% of all 
Detroiters. 
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We are here
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WHERE WE ARE IN THE PROCESS:
PROVIDE FEEDBACK!
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Draft Plan for Public Review: 
APRIL 1 TO JUNE 30, 2022

Visit detroitmi.gov/parksplan to:

- READ THE PLAN

- FILL OUT THE FEEDBACK FORM

- ADDITIONAL OPEN HOUSES
From 4-6pm at rec centers this spring:

- May 17th @ Adams - Butzel Center
- May 31st @ Butzel Family Center
- June 28th @ Patton Center

- HAVE QUESTIONS?
Contact: alexandria.spofford@detroitmi.gov 
or (313) 403-4457

mailto:alexandria.spofford@detroitmi.gov

