
SUMMARY 

This ordinance amends Chapter 6 of the 2019 Detroit City Code, Animal Control, 
Regulation and Care, by amending Article I , In General, Section 6-1-2, Definitions; Article Ill , 
Dangerous Animals, Section 6-3-1, Dangerous animal investigation; determination by the 
Administrator or the Administrator's designee; appeal of dangerous animal determination; 
treatment of animals issued dangerous animal determination,· treatment of animals seized or 
surrendered prior to dangerous animal determination; Section 6-3-2, Animals issued dangerous 
animal detem1inatio11; requirements for owners of animals issued dangerous animal 
determination; transfer of animal deemed dangerous; and adding Section 6-3-4, Affirmative 
defenses; Section 6-3-5, Transfer of animal deemed dangerous; Section 6-3-6, Burden of proof; 
Section 6-3-7, Notice to police department; notice to animal care and control; Section 6-3-8, 
Return of animal to owner; Section 6-3-9, Removal of animal from dangerous animal 
classification,· Section 6-3-IO, Death of dangerous animal; and Section 6-3-11, Other remedies 
under the law, to provide more guidance to the Animal Care and Control Division on how and 
when to classify an animal as dangerous; to require the Animal Care and Control Division to 
follow a timeline for issuing a dangerous animal determination; to update the manner in which 
notice may be given to an owner of a dangerous animal; to clarify who may receive the notice of 
a dangerous animal determination; to require a cash bond be furnished when an animal is required 
to be housed with the Animal Care and Control Division; to update and streamline the requirements 
an owner must comply with once an animal is deemed dangerous; to provide the Animal Care and 
Control Division with guidelines for developing a sign which conveys to the public, with an image, 
an animal is dangerous; to provide the owner of a potentially dangerous animal a clear 
understanding of their remedies and defenses under the law; to provide both the Animal Care and 
Control Division and the owner of a dangerous animal the necessary steps that must be taken if an 
owner seeks to transfer a low level dangerous animal; to provide burdens of proof for deeming an 
animal dangerous as well as making the decision that an animal should be euthanized; to provide 
guidance on when a local police precinct as well as Animal Care and Control must be notified of 
a dangerous animal within their jurisdiction; to provide the owner of a dangerous animal the 
guidelines for having their animal returned; to provide a mechanism for having an animal either 
reclassified or removed from the dangerous animal list; and to update the definitions of terms for 
consistency with the aforementioned amendments and other language of the chapter. 
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