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TO:   Council President Pro Tem Mary Sheffield 

 

FROM:  David Whitaker, Director, Legislative Policy Division   

 

DATE:   October 25, 2021 

 

RE: Requesting Report on Detroit Public Schools Community District (DPSCD) 

Civics Course Curriculum 

 

Council President Pro-Tem Sheffield requested LPD write a report regarding the Civics Course 

Curriculum currently being implemented at Detroit Public Schools Community District 

(DPSCD). LPD contacted DPSCD’s “Social Studies Curriculum and Instruction” Department to 

obtain information that wasn’t readily on DPSCD’s website. This report will detail LPD’s 

findings, and the documentation received from DPSCD.  

 

Currently, topics related to Civics are taught as an activity or project in Social Studies classes for 

kindergarten through ninth grade. A complete Civics course is taught in the tenth grade. DPSCD 

provided an overview of its Civics Course Curriculum implementation at each grade level, which 

can be found on Attachment A. Proceeding receipt of Attachment A, LPD submitted a list of 

questions to DPSCD (Attachment B) that were answered via a phone call with the Department. 

The information discussed in that phone call is detailed below.  

                                                                                                                                                 

DPSCD has implemented a 1-year pilot program called “InquirED” for grades K-4 in 2021-2022 

School Year. This program, is currently being offered in 30 schools that voluntarily chose to be a 

part of the pilot program. InquirED has a digital textbook that is printed and shipped to schools. 

The pilot period will close at the end of the 2021-22 school year. DPSCD intends to expand the 

InquirED program to all schools for kindergarten through fourth grade in the district during the 

2022-23 school year, after they’ve received and evaluated feedback from the “Social Studies 

Equity Taskforce” regarding the success of the program.  
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The taskforce was created to track the progress and success of programs within the district. The 

taskforce will conclude its role and present its findings in the Spring of 2022. DPSCD may also 

expand the InquirED program to other grade levels, however this has not been decided yet. The 

success of the pilot will be determined by teacher feedback, the task force findings, and an 

Inquiry Advocate that is familiar with the program and works in the school to ensure effective 

implementation of the program. 

                                                                                                                                                      

The other schools in the district that did not participate in the InquirED pilot program are using 

materials from “Studies Weekly,” which is a newspaper/magazine with corresponding 

worksheets that are printed and shipped to the schools.  

 

“Detroit History” is offered in grades k-5 and tenth grade. The district is preparing to implement 

this unit for grades eight and nine in the 2022-23 school year. The purpose of the Detroit History 

civics discussion is to allow students to see themselves in the coursework. Therefore, it was 

written with the local history of Detroit in mind. It is based on activities/projects that inspire 

students to envision their role in society.   

 

School Year 2021-22 is the second year the “Savaas” unit has been implemented across the 

district in grades six through eight and tenth grade. Savass includes a textbook and workbook 

that is shipped to schools.  

 

“The DBQ Project” has been used in DPSCD schools for four years. It began as pilot program in 

fifth and eighth grades and expanded last year to include grades five through eleven. The DBQ 

project is a digital platform with printable workbooks. Workbooks are printed for grades five 

through eight and remains digitally accessible for high school students.  

 

“Facing History & Ourselves,” “NK 360,” and “Learning for Justice” are all free, digital 

programs available online for teachers to print materials on an as-need basis, when a subject 

requires more information or a more in-depth discussion. Each project using these programs 

engages students learning from a hands-on approach. Anyone can access this information after 

setting up an account, including parents, teacher, or students.  
 
Resources for each Program/Unit 

Program/Unit:   Website:  

1. InquirED   https://www.inquired.org/ 

2. Savaas    https://savvasrealize.com/#/ 

3. The DBQ Project   https://www.dbqproject.com/ 

4. Studies Weekly   https://www.studiesweekly.com/ 

5. Learning for Justice  https://www.learningforjustice.org/ 

6. Facing History & Ourselves https://www.facinghistory.org/ 

7. NK 360   https://www.socialstudies.org/tssp/native-knowledge-360-

nmai 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact LPD if there any further questions or concerns.  
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ATTACHMENT A (continued) 

 

 
 

 



  

 

 

ATTACHMENT A (continued) 

 

 



  

 

 

ATTACHMENT A (continued) 

 

 



  

 

 

ATTACHMENT A (continued) 

 
 



  

 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

 

 



  

 

ATTACHMENT B (continued) 

 


