
The healthcare professional (doctor,
nurse, medical assistant) will ask you a
few questions about your medical
history to ensure that the vaccine is safe
for you. Next, they will give you a
vaccination card that contains the type
of vaccine (Moderna), vaccine lot (batch
number), and a reminder for your
second dose appointment. The Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines are given
intramuscularly (in the muscle) in your
arm in a 2-dose series separated by 28-
days. If you receive the Moderna vaccine
for your first dose you must also receive
it for your second dose.   

You will be monitored for signs and
symptoms of a severe reaction to the
vaccine (difficulty breathing, anaphylaxis,
hives) by a healthcare professional for at
least 15 minutes. All vaccine distribution
sites are staffed by professionals who are
trained to keep you safe if a severe
reaction occurs. At your vaccine
appointment, a healthcare professional
may get you started with v-safe, a
platform where you use your smartphone
to tell CDC about any side effects you
have after getting the COVID-19 vaccine. 

To learn more about v-safe visit:
www.cdc.gov/vsafe

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine on December 18, 2020. The EUA allows the Moderna COVID-19
vaccine to be distributed in the U.S. for use in individuals 18 years of age and older.  The
Detroit Health Department has created this resource to help Detroiters make an informed
decision when deciding whether or not to get vaccinated.

MODERNA COVID-19
VACCINE SNAPSHOT

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN GETTING
YOUR VACCINE

WHAT TO EXPECT RIGHT AFTER
RECEIVING YOUR VACCINE 

MODERNA COVID-19 VACCINE FAQs
Q: Will a COVID-19 vaccination protect me from getting sick with COVID-19?
A: Yes. COVID-19 vaccination works by teaching your immune system how to recognize and
fight the virus that causes COVID-19, and this protects you from getting sick with COVID-19.

Q: Will the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine alter my DNA?
A: No. The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine is an mRNA vaccine which does not
change or interact with your DNA in any way.

Q: Can a COVID-19 vaccine make me sick with COVID-19?
A: No. None of the authorized and recommended COVID-19 vaccines or
COVID-19 vaccines currently in development in the United States contain
the live virus that causes COVID-19. This means that a COVID-19 vaccine
cannot make you sick with COVID-19.

I had been 
wondering that!

http://www.cdc.gov/vsafe


Side effects may feel like flu and even affect your ability to do daily activities, but
they should go away in a few days.
With most COVID-19 vaccines, you need 2 shots in order for them to work.
It is important to return for your second shot even if you have side effects after
the first one unless a vaccination provider or your doctor tells you not to get a
second shot.
It takes time for your body to build protection after any vaccination. COVID-19
vaccines that require 2 shots may not protect you until a week or two after your
second shot.
Do your part to stay safe: cover your mouth and nose with a mask when around
others, stay at least 6 feet away from others, avoid crowds, and wash your hands
often.

REMEMBER
 

Getting vaccinated against COVID-19 will help protect you from getting COVID-19. You
may have some side effects, which are normal signs that your body is building
protection. These side effects may feel like flu and may even affect your ability to do
daily activities, but they should go away in a few days. 

 Contact your doctor or healthcare provider:
• If the redness or tenderness where you got the shot increases after 24 hours
• If your side effects are worrying you or do not seem to be going away after a few days

MODERNA COVID-19
VACCINE SNAPSHOT

Questions? Email us at DHDOutbreak@detroitmi.gov or call 313-876-4000 

Pain
Swelling
Redness

WHAT TO EXPECT  WHEN YOU GO HOME  

Fever/Chills
Tiredness
Headache

THROUGHOUT THE REST OF YOUR BODYON THE ARM WHERE YOU GOT THE SHOT

Did you get your 
COVID-19 
Vaccine?

Yes!
I got mine at the 

TCF Center

I'm not sure
if I am going to get

 vaccinated. 
Where can I get 

more information?

The Detroit Health
Department is happy
to help! E-mail us at

DHDOutbreak@detroitmi.gov


