
     D E T R O I T  P O L I C E  D E PA R T M E N T
M A N U A L  

2018 Page 1 of 1 

Series  
200 Operations 

Effective Date 
03/23/2018 

Review Date 
 Three Years 

Directive Number 
 

201.4 Chapter   
201 – Patrol Operations  

Reviewing Office 
Metro Division 

 
 New Directive 
 Revised 

Revisions in italics 
 

References 
 

CANINE (K-9) OPERATIONS 
 

 

201.4 - 1 POLICY 
Because of their superior sense of smell and hearing, the trained police canine is a 
valuable law enforcement tool.  The Detroit Police Department (DPD) trains it’s 
canines in the “find and indicate” method of training as opposed to the more 
aggressive “bite and hold” training method.  In 2000, the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP) adopted a model canine policy that mirrors the methods 
employed by the DPD.  Utilization of canines requires strict adherence to procedures 
that properly controls canines use of force potential and that channel their specialized 
capabilities into legally acceptable crime prevention and control activities.  Use of 
force is only authorized when it is objectively reasonable and for a lawful purpose.  
Any use of a DPD police canine must comply with the DPD’s Use of Force Policy 
(Refer to Directive 304.2). 
 
 


